
:Decision No. ~/_. 
EEFOP'.E TEE RAILroAD CONMISSION OF TEE STA~ OF CA.:LI:rromIA. 

!n the matter of the application of 
:aoA...~ OF SU:csaVISO?S ot TebDms County, 
Ca11:forn1a, for perm1slll1on to constl"'llct 
a road 1:1 Road. Districts Noe. 2 and 5 
o:e :ebama oounty. at grade over the 
tracks I~'f Scutb.ern Pacific Co mps ny • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 

" w. E. Ssoson, :for applicant 

Geo. D. Squires. for Southern ?acific Company 

GORDON, CO~~issionert 

o l? I N ION • .... .- ..... _---
T.b.is ap;p1ioatior. was mde, and the hearing wss subsequent]s 

held. under section 2694 of the Politicnl Code, ss amended January 

2, 1912, which requires t.b.st sf'ter viewers have been appOinted to View 

a c=oasing w.b.1ch a county proposes to op1an. 8 certified copy of tbe 

petition requesting the opening of such crossing, and ot the 

ordor appointing vi~wers. be s~bm1tted to the Comcission. and a bearing 

thereafter held, at vl.b.1ch .b.esring t.be Commission sll& II hear the 

evidenoe eni ~determ1ne and presoribe themanner~ including the 

particular point ot orossing, and the terms of installation, operation 

end. ::a inter..ance, use end. proteotion of said crossing." 

The crossing sought in this application is in Township 

25 North. Range 3 West, and is about 6 miles north ot Red :Bluff and 

1-1/2 miles nort.b. of Proberta. ~hie eta. te .bignwa y is 10c6 ted to 

the west of the tracks of Southern Pacifi0 Cornpsny a:o.d at this point 

1t is parallel and adjacent to the railroadrs right of way. The 

Sec:-smento :River is e~ st of the railro sd some 3 miles and along the 

route of t.b.1s plnposed road between the river and the state highway 

there are sevexsl ranches Which .bEl va no outlet to a publio thoroug.b.fsre. 

It is to secure such an outlet t.ha t this applioat ion .baS been filed 

and. the oro S$1ng here in applied for is dc~ircd.; • 

At the .b.eari:lg .b.eld in this op,plication it wes made clear 

that the only practicable way for tbe ranchers who arc now obliged to 



use private roads to secure access to a publio road was by the 

route selected by the viewers. Four members of the' Board of Super-
visors were present at the hearing ond were in favor of i te oonstruo-

tion. and I believe it is reasonable th8t the orossing should be 

permitted. Immediatcl1 to the north of the oross1ng the traak is 
in a Slight out the dirt from which bas been piled on top of the out 

in such a manner t.hat it will form an obstru.ction to the 'View of 

approaching trains. The excavated msterial can be removed without 
much expense and when this is done those approaching the crOSsing 

in either direction will have s clear view of tra1ns ·comj,:c.g :f:rom both 

north and south. Although the SUpervisors agreed to install 8Uto-. 
metic flagman protection at the orossing if the Commission should so 

order. I am inclined to think that the removal of the dirt as 

suggested ~ill make the orossing as safe 8S the 1nat&llstion of 8 

fla gmen and tm t the money could, it the Supervisors desire. be spent 
to advantage ix. that way. 

As at all croasing hearings the crossings adjacent to the 

proposed crossing were conSidered, as it is the polioy of the 

COmmission to keep the number of grade crossings in the state, 8S fsr 

8S it oonsistently cent from being inoreased in number. It haS often 

been £ound when a new croSSing is needed that nearby orossings oan be 

olosed Without undue public inconvenience; and by elosi~'B such 
crossings, when permiSSion to construct a new one is granted, publio 

convenience can be increased and the grade orossing situatio~ in the 

vicinity materislly improved at the same time. ~se than 8 mile 
south of tbe crOSSing considere~ in this application tbere is ~ pub-

lio crOSSing located north ot the Proberta subdivision and aout~ of the 

Mooney Ranch, which nppears to be used oomparatively little and tne mem-

bere of the Board of Supervisors were of the opinion that the oroes1ng 

could be olosed without affecting t.b.e interest of any but one or two 
property owners in the immediate neighborhood; and. toot S'C.Cb. inconven-

ience as might be oooasioned would be slight beoause there is still 
another publio crossing about one-belf mile farther south. 
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It wes tentlatively agreed by the Bosrd that if' the 
Comm1ee1on granted the pending application this crosz1ng woUld be . 
closed and 'tb!:lt it could. be made a condition .in tb.c order. Since 

tb.e ~egring several protests have been reoeived against the olosing 

of this road but they .b.ave 'been in the form of petitions and the 
·rema1n 

interest of the signers in ,baving the road/opon w~s not made ap.P6rellt~ 

~he Co~iezion's deoi3ione. of oourse, must be made on the eVidenoe 

sdd\'lCed at the hearings and if' pet1tions, especial~ t.b.ose in wh1ch 

the interest of tbe signers 1s not clear. are to Aeve much waignt· 

given thero. it would be d~fioult for it to arr1ve et a decision. 

In th1s csse it wns proposed to make the opening of one crossing 

contingent upon the clo Sing of another.. The order was to be per ... 

missive onl1 and one wbiot. tbe :Board. of Supervisors would eit~r 

accept or reject as they saw fit and I see no reason wby such an 

order e.b.ouJ.d not be lI8 de. 

I reoommend the following £Orm of order: ... 

o R D E R. - - ---
:BOARD OF SUPERVISORS of Tehama County, Californ1a, .b.av1ng 

applied to the Commission tor permission to oonstruct a publio 

road at grade aoross the tracks of Southern Pacifio CompsllY, in 

Eoad Districts 2 end 5, Tellsma County, Ca11:fbr.nia, and. 8 p~b110 

heer1ng bDVing boen Ae1d, and it appeo~1ng tbat this applioation 

should be granted subject to certain conditions, 

IT IS h~EEBY ORDE...~D, T.bst permission be end the same is 

hereby granted Board of Supervisors of Te.b.llm8 County to construot 

tJ, public road at grad.e across the tracks of Southern Pacif10 

Company at the point and. 1n the manner more :particularly described 
. ,,~ 

in the a pplicot ion and s bown on the ma p acoompa~1ng sam'G, and 

subject to the ~0110w1ng conditions aDd not otAerWise, v1z.:-

(1) The entire e~nse of construoting this croSSing shall be 

borne by applicant. -".,,-
(2) The expense of tlSintaining said crossing to a pOint V11t.b.1n 

two (2} feet of the rsils of Southern Pncit10 Compe~ shall be borne 

by applicant. the expense of me inta 1n1ng the crossing be~ween 

the rails of Southern Pacifio CO~PD~ end to a p01nt two (2) feet 
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outside thereot S.b.al1 be borne by Southern Pacific Compw.y. 

(3) Said eros sing e.b.o 11 be construe ted of a width not 

less than twentY' (20) feet, Wi tb. grades of 8:pproao.b. no'': exceed.1ng 

five (5) per oent end SM II in every way be lI8de safo for the 

passage thereover of vehicles and other road traff1c. 

(4) A:.9plicont s.b.al1 at its own, expense either remove t.tle 

excs"lated. mteri&l trom the odge of the cut 1n suo.b. a manner as 

to give a.n unobstructed view of' sppzo ao.ll1ng trains or sJ:wll 

at its own expens e install all automatic :fl8 gmn of So type approved 

by t.b.e Commi asion. 

(5} If an automatic fla gmen is 1nstallei the expense of 

maintaining $Sma after 1 te installation in a first-olass operating 

co'nc11 tion Shall be borne bl" Southern Psci:fi 0 Com:p91Y. 

(6) 1'he ;public .b.ighway crossing betwe;ell Jahe Subdiv1sion of 

Proberta !lnd the Mooney Ranoh, referred to in the foregoing opinion, 

shall be legallY' olosed and abandoned 8S Do p'W:llic highway oroasing. 

(7} The CommiSSion reserves the right to ~ke' suoh further 

orders relative to tae location, oonstruction, oper!lt1on, 

::mintenance ond pl'Oteotion of said ero eSj.llg as to it may seem 

right ~nd pro per, and to ro'V'olte its perm!. S';sion if, in its judgment, 

the public convenience and nooGssit,- derrJ.~nd. -euoh ~otion. 

The foregoing op1nion end order arE> .borecy spplOved. and 

ordered. f13& d 8S tho opinion end ordf'Jr of the Railro ad. Commission 

of the ststo of California, 

Dated at San Franc 1$00', C81iforma,. tb.is Ia* d:Jl" 

0:t?::;::1~ 19l6. 

Cormn1 ssioners. 
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