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Decision Xo. v// .
BEFQRE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE QF CATLIFORNIA.

TN
- DRIGIR AL
In the mtter of the spplication of _J U\J!

BOARD OF SUEERVISORS of Tehems County,

Californis, for permisiion to construct

g road in Road Districts Noc. 2 and 6 Application No. 2126.
of Tehsma County, at grede over the

tracks of Southern Pacific Coumpsny.
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#. H. Semson, for aprlicsnt

Geo. D. Sqgumires, for Southern Racific Company
GORDON, Commissioner,

QPINIOJN.

This applicatiorn was made, and the hesring ﬁss subsequently
held, under section 2694 of the Political Code, =5 smended Januvary
2, 1912, which requires that after viewers have heen appointed to view
8 crodsing which o coumnty propeses to open, 8 certified copy of tkhe
. petition requesting the oéening ¢f such ¢rossing, end of the
order gppointing viewers, be subumitted to the Commission, and a hearing

theresfter held, st which hearing the Commission she 1l hesr the

evidence and "deteruine and preseribe the_manner;fincluding the
partictlar point of orossing, and the terms of lnstsllation, operation
oend msiantemance, use gnd protection of said croscing.”

The exo8sing sought in thls epplicstion is in Towﬁship
26 North, Renge 3 West, snd 1s about 6 miles north of Red Bluff and
1-1/2 miles north of Proberta. Phis gtate highway is located to
the west of the tracks 0f Southern Pucific Company ead ét this point
it is perellel and adjacent to the rallrosd's right of way. The
Sacrowento River is east of the rallrosd some 3 wiles and along the
route of this proposed road between the river snd the s3tate highway
there are seversl ranches which have no outlet to & public thoroughfare.
It is to secure such am outlet thet this application hss been filed
end the crossing hereln spplied for is desireds .

At the hesring hcld in thie application it wes made glear

thet the only practicable way for the ranchers who are now obliged to




w8e private rosds to secure sccess to a publie road was by the
route selected by the viewers. TFour members of the Board of Super=

visors were present st the hesring and were in favor of ite construe-

tioz, and I believe it 1s reasonable that the orossing shomnld de

permitted. Immediatecly to the north of the oroscing the track is

in a slight cut the dirt from which has been piled on top of the out
in such 8 menner thet it will form sn obstruction to the view of
approscaing trains. Qhe excavated materiel can be removed without
much expense and when tals is done those approaching the oroésing

in either direction will have s clesr view of trains -coming from both
north amd south. Although the Supervisors agreed to_install auto~
metic flagmen yprotection at the orossing if the Commission should 80
order, I am inclined to think that the removal of the dirt as
suggested will meke the orossing ss safe as the installation of a
flagmen and that the money could, iX the Supervisors desire, be spent
to adventage ir that way.

As at 8ll crossing hearings the crossings adjacent to the
proposed croscing were comsidered, 8s it 1s the »oliocy of the
Commission to keep the number of grade c¢rossings in the State, as far
88 1t consistently cen, from veing increased in number. It has often
been found when 8 new crogsing is needed that nearby orossings can be
closed without wndue public Inconvenience; and by closing such
cro 3sings, when permission to construct a new one is granted, publio
convenience cen e increaced and the grade orossing situation in the
vicinity materislly improved at the same time. ITess than a mlle
south of the crossing comsiderecd in this application there is & pub~
lic crossing loceted north of the Proberta subdlivision and south of the
Yooney Ranch, which sppears to be used comparstively little and the mem-
bers of the Bosrd of Supervisors were of the opinion that the crossing
could be closed without affecting the interest of sny but one or two
property owners in the immediste neighborhood; and that suck inconven-
ience as might be occcesioned would be slight becauvse there is still
another publie crossing about one-half mile faxther south.
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It was tentatively agreed by the Roard thset if the
Commission granted the pemding spplicution this crossing would be
closed gnd thet 1t céuld.be made a condition in the order. Since
the hesring severasl protests have been recelved against the closing
of this rogd bul they have been in the form of petitions and the
interest of the signers in having the roégjgigg wes not wmede appareat.
Qhe Commiscion's deoisions, ¢f course, must be msde on the evidence
addiuced at the hesrings end if petitions, especially those in which
the interest of the signers is not cleaxr, are to hove much weoight
given them It would be difficult foxr it to arrive et a decision.

In this csase 1t wos proposed to nske the opening of one crossing
contingent upon the cloalng of snother. The order was to be per-
nigsive only and one whick the Bosrd of Supervisors would either
accept or reject as they saw f£it snd I see no resson why sSuch an
order should not be mde. |
I recommend the following form of order:-
CRDER.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS of Tehama County, Californis, having
applied to the Commission for permission to construct & public
road at grade seross the tracks of Southern Pecifie Comparny, in
Road Districts 2 and 5, Tehams County, Colifbrmia, snd a public
heoring heving been held, and it asppesring that this opplication
should be grented subject to certain conditions,

IT IS EREREBY ORDERED, That permiasion ve end the seme is

hereby granted Bosrd of Supervisors of Tehams County to construct

a public rosd at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific
Company »t the point and in the msnner more particulerly described
in the applicotion and shown on the map accoumpanying samg, and
subject to the following conditions apd not otherwise, vié.:-

(1) The entire expense of conmstructing this crossing shell be
borne by sypplicent. -

(2) The expense of maintaining ssid crossing to a point within
two (2) feet of the rails of Southern Pacific Compeny shell be borne
by applicant. the expense of msintaining the crossing between

the rsils of Southern Pacific Compeny and to a point two (2) feet




outside thereol shall be borme by Southern Pacific Compeny.

(3) Seid crossing shell be construsted of a width not
less then twenty (20) feet, with grades of approach not exceeding
five (B) per cont axd shall in every way be mde safe for the
passage thereover of vehicles and other road traffic.

(4} Applicont shall at its own expense elther remove the
excavated materiel ZLrom the cdge of the cut in such 8 manner as
to give an unobstructed view of approaching tresins or shell
8t its own expense install an automatic flagmsn of & type approved
by the Commission.

(5} If an automstic flagmen is installed the expense of
maintaining seme after its instsllstion in s FLirst-class operating
condition shall be borne by Southern Pacific Compmy.

(6) The public highway crossing between %“he Subdivision of

Proverta and the Mooney Ranch, referred to In the foregoing oninion,

shall be legally closed snd sbandoned as a public highwey crossing.
(7} The Commission reserves the right to moke such further
orders relstive to the loecation, comstruction, overstion,
naintensnce and protection of ssld crossing as to it mey seem
right ond proper, and o revokxe ite permission if, in its Jjudguent,
the public convenlence and necessity demand such action.
The foregoing opinion snd order are heredy =pproved and
ordered file d o the opinion snd order ¢f the Resilrosd Commission
of the State of California,
Dated 8t San Franc isce, Celifornis, this Za/é' day

of m, 1916. % jf”&__,.,—
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