
Decision No. _____ • 

:BEFORE TEE RAILROAD cOm~rrSSION OF THE ST.fl,TE OF CALIFORNIA. 

---- .. -~-
In t~o matter of the s~plicst10n ) 
of WHITTIER WATER Cm~ANY fo~ pe~- ))1 Application No. 2190. 
mission to exercise ll3 r.ni t. 

BY THE COMMISSION. 

o PIN ION. -------" 

rue is an applioation ot i'Jh1 tt1er water Com-pe.n:v. S oor

p~ration, engaged ,in the business ot furnishing water, principally 

for irrigation purposes, to eonsnmera in ~nst Whittier and its 
~,~ 

vicinity ior permission to exercise the rights and privileges oon

ferr&d br a permit of the County of Loa Anselee to lay pipe along 
the oount~ roed into territory not now served b~ app11e~t. 

A publie he~ing was held in Whittier April 26, 1916. 

" .. ~.~ From the ev1denoe 1t appears that two tracts of lana., one DOwn 
..... :':~ 

as the Orohard Dale tract and the other as the Lu1tw1eler traot, 

.{'F. s1 tuatea. :floOtl one to two miles fro", applicant's pipe line have .. ,,<ill 
for Bome ttme past been supplied by mutual water oompanies. The 

Orohard Dale t raot eon tuns 605 a.ores d,i v1,5.ed into 103 lots. !!:'he 

whole t~act is under cultivation .~a is owned by 65 separate 

holders. The LUi twieler tract oClnts.1:c.e 2:B'7 a.cres, 101 acres of 

which s.ro now under eultivs.t1on. d1viCled. 1:lto from 5 to '7 acre 

holdings. 

The respeotive mutual water eompanies~pply1ng these 

two tracts Dave oaoh eome to the conolusion' that it would be 

cheaper for the land. owners to obtsi:l their water from s.ppliosnt 

at its ~revai11ng rates th~ to continue to operate their own 

planm and. the teet1mon~ ot YJ.%'. A. Moore of the Ore:b.s.:rd. Dale 

Mutual Water Com~~ and. ths.t of Dr. R. L. Morrison, PreSident 
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and Manager of tuitwieler Irrigation Company. strongly oorrobor

ated this conclusion. Both of the mutual oompanies are extremely 

anxious to have applioant commence snpplying their ~stomers with 

water 1n the very near ~uture in order to be relieved from over

hauling and oommenoing to operate their plants this season. In 

order to supply these tX'scta permanently it will bo neoessary for 

app11oa.ut to obta.in a franchise :from the County 0 f Loa J!.ngelee. 

It has alrea.dy a.pplied for such e. fre.nch~8e and has expectation 

of obtsin1ng the ssme but the delays inoidental to advertising 

and the g1 ving of the oustomary notices will probably consume 

ninety or more days tro~ the date of the application (March 20, 

1916). 

In order to be able to furnieh water to the coneumers 

on the above mentioned tracts in t1~e for this year's irrigation 

season. Wh1 ttier Water Comp~ sppli ed. tOI the Board of Super

visors of Los Angeles County for pe~aa1on to construct or lay 

an lS~ wood etave pipe from applioant's main on the Los Angeles 

e.n~ ea=.ta Ana Road, e. distance o:f 10,256i feet along the Colima 

Road. This permission was granted by the County under the 

designation of Permit 5382. 

According to the test1~ony of Mr. George Chaffee, appli

cant's president and manager, his water eomp~y at present fur

nisheS a steady supply of 140 miners inches o! wate~ to the various 

consumers in East Whittier and also furnishes these oonsumers With 

any fUrther amount of water whioh they may desire upon a metered 

basis. He esti:08.ted the amount of ws.ter which Will be required 

by the Orchard Dale ·and the Lu1twieler traots as follows: 
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Normal a.m.ount of water reqUired. for 
Orchard Dale tract •••••••••••• 60 inches 

Maximnm additional water whioh will 
be neeaod for two or three 
da.;ys two 0:" tb.%'ee times a 
year •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 90 inohes 

Total maximum demend ••••••••••••••• 1SO inohes 

Normal smount of water required for 
Luitwieler tract ••••••• ¥ •••••• 20 inches 

Y8X1~ additional water whioh w1ll 
be needed for two or three 
dar8 two or three times a 
~ear ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ inches 

Total maximnm demand •••••••••••••• ~ 1nehes 

Total msximnm ~or the two tracts ••••••••••• 200 inChes 

that 
Mr. Cha~fee farther teet1f1ed,t\s:pplioant now has a ea~,a-

oity of 500 inohes of water even ir. the driest portions of dry 

seasons and that his comp~v had n~ver in the past ran short of 

water except for ocoasional 1ntGrruptions in servioe for a day 

or two oWing to acoidents. He ~urther stated that 8~plioant 

would be ree.d~ end willing to operate the present pumping plants 

of the mutual water oompsnies in order to furmsh additional water 

if the stl:ppl," should ever in the future ron short. Finally. he 

testified that applicant was at present conoluding negotiations 

for the settlement of oertain legal questions through whioh he 

expeoted Whittier Water Com~any to establish its right to an addi

tional. 900 inches of water. 

Under all the circumstances and in order to avoid dela~ 

and unneoessary hardship to applioant and to the consumers on 

the Orchard Dale and. LUi tmeler traote. \':e feel that this appli

cation sbould be granted upon the understanding, however. that if 

the County of Los Angeles grants applicant the franchise requested. 

applicant shall then apply to this Commission for a certif1G&te 

that public oonvenience and necessity req~ire tho exeroise by 

3 



s~1d cOrDorat10n o! rights and ~~iv11ego2 ~der saia frcnchise. 

o R:!) E.R. 

sion. under Section 50 of tn.e ?t::blio Utilitios l.ot. for p1!n'r.1eS'ion 

and ~. !,"lolio hearing hs,'v1~ been hale, anci. the :r:atter i,oing now 

read.y ::;01: d.ecision, 

~ub11c convenience ~~d neoec3ity req~iro th& lu~ing~ in sccorasnae 

with the provisions of Porrdt No. 5:582., by 7tt:.ittiel'" i7ater COIll:;?any 

of an 18" main along the Coli~~ Rou1 in Los An~elcs County fro~ 

a.!':91icunt~s ::lain on t:b.0 :Los A."lgelos and SD...'1.tll UJl Road. to tho 

traots ;.mown Soothe Orchard. Dale tZLnd tho Iiu.1tVT!.elor t!"aet·s,. So 

di~t~nce of between 9,000 and 10,000 feet; ~rovided, that ~pon 

t~e gr~"lting by the County of Los ~gc1es of the franohis& fo~ 

which application has 'bc~:n made as so~ forth in tho foreeo1ng 

O,i::.1on, o.!Jplicant sh81J. file a suppleoents.l. application. " for So 

certiticcto. under the provisions of Section 50 of the Publie 

Utili tie::: Act, tho t !,ublic convonienco 8l'ld nocossi ty rocr.:1rl;) the 

exercize by said. oOl1>oration of rights :md lnivi1eges. under s~j,d 

!'r.:m.chise. 

D~tcd et San Frcncisco. California, this 8th day of 

!I!ay, 1916. 

t 
. "'",. 


