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OPINTION.
This spplication was f£iled with the Commission on Novomber

19, 1915, he/dsﬁghgggmfagiggctgoggggg at grade thirty-five
public streets and highways in the City of San Jose and in unincorpor- |
ated territory in Sante Clersz Counxy in the immediatq vicinity of
toe City. Many of the principal strects in the City of San Jose
and the most important roads in the couﬁﬁy, neoy the boundaries of

the clty, are iavolved in this anplic&tzon and it is manifestly
impossible to doseribe the emtire situwation . © o .. Ll




without reference to & mep of the clity =nd vicinity arnd the
Southefn Pacific tracks 4in and nesr Ssn Jogse. I shall, therefore,
but briefly outline the gemeral layout of the tracks and the
streets and shall not attempt in this opinion to describe fully
the relation of the streets to each other and to the tracks of
Southern Pacific Company, either present or proposed. Elsewhere
each of the proposed crossings will be separately considered and
deseribed in some detail. |

At the present time the mein line of the Coast Division
of the Southerrn Pascific Compeny enters the City from the northwest
neger the end of.&utumn Streev, runs eastwaxrd across San Pedro,
Norta First, North Second and North Thirxd streets and then turms
southerly and follows Fourth Street, crossing all east amd west
streets, through the heart of the City to ReedStreet, where it
enters private right of way and contizwes in the same general ‘
direction to and veyond the Qak Hill Cemetery snd & crossing of the
State Highway on the Monterey Rosd &t Schuetzen. The Company's.

line t0 Niles branches from the main line near 4ts crossing with

orth
/gecond Street and runs out of the City in & northerly direction.

The Santa Cruz Branch leaves the mein line near Polhemus Street
north of tae City, runs in & southerly direction to Senter Street,
Tollows taat street throughout its length and enters the City at
Szo Augustine Street whore it curves to the west. Then'in an
almost due south dlrection perallel with the west bonndary'of the
city and about 50 feet inside the limits it runs to & point near
Pine Street where it curves to the west with the city line across
San Carlos Street.

The operation of the mein line on Fourth Street is
cerried on under s fifty-year franchise which expires Jammery 27,
1918. The railroad company has understood for some time past thet
its franckise on Fourtk Street would not de renewed upon its expira-
tion and ten years sgo it commenced to secure & right of way slong

the route it proposed to follow on 1ts mew comstruetion snd on
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which it must cross 35 streets and highweys. In this application
the compsny asks permission to mske these crossings at grades
The zew lime will follow the xoute of the present Ssnta
Cruz Branchk from its Junction with the mein line near Polhemus
Street to a point near San Carlos Street; there it lesves that branch,
curves to the easﬁ end contirmues in s southeasterly direction until
it Joins the existing maln line opposite the OQak Hill Cemetery and
north of the Schuetzen Pork crossing of the lonterey Road.
The application to cross the streets from lenzen Avenue,
the street farthest to the morth of those covered by this application,
to Sem Cerlos Strect, covers the comstruction of additionel tracks
end the rearrengement of exdisting tracks, while from San Carles
Street south 21l o the crossirgs will be new. The propoged
crossings at Montgomery anmd Autumn Streets will also be new and will
be nocescitated by the construction of 2 wye track to comnect the
new line with the present mein line which will form the Niles

connection from Polhemus Street to its junction with the present

. North .
JNiles line nesr/Second Street. The now line, ineluding that portion

of the Santa Cruz line which will be used, will be sbout 4.4 miles
in length, while the track to be abandomed is 6500 feot long. This
disparity in the length of the new line and that of the o0ld is
occasiqned by the need of keeping in use s large portion of the
Present main line for the Niles Branch and because the present main
line south of Reed Street, where it is . .. | upon private right-
of-vay, heas some thirteen indusiries located upon it whick must
receive servige and which will be reached from the new main line at
i1ts Junction with the old line or by a connecting track between the
two main lines mear the Oak Hill Cemotery. The track to be &bandoned
comprisez the present main line between Reed Street on the south smd
Second Street on the north. DThis track, except for a few hundred
foet between Ecst Julisn Street and North Second Street, is located
in the center of Pourth Street and, including the two streets Jast'
mentioned, has 1l grade crossings, that is, there ere ten streets
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intorsccting Fourth Stroot between Reed snd Zast sulisn. Dhese
crossirgs will, of course, no longer oxist when the treck is
removed from Fourth Street snd it becomes of interest to note

that o ecbeck of the movement s seross them, made by the railroad
company, recorded 23,208 movements irn 12 hours from 6:00 A.M. to
6:00 2.4 During the sawe doy o check wus made of the 21 proposed
sew crossings in the city limits of San Jose, sud 11,538 movements
were rocorded. '

Then the project outlined shove is carried out taere
will be some 16 regular trains por aay‘ovor the stroots oxossed by
“he Niles connection. On the futwrc malzn line gshous 80 regulsr
troins will oporste over the streets north of Saz Coxlos Street
and south of thot street therc will be shout 32 regulsr movements.
Therc WLill e in addition some extrs trains and over some crossings
there will be switching varying from occusional switching to con-

inuous‘switching itz the passenger yards, cad tale will be coxm-

and in comnectlon with specific streets.

the first of the five heorings held on this sppli-
cstion it oppesred that meny of the streets for which gpplication to
cross hes been mede were of suck e cbéractcr and were so locuated
that they couwld be closed,and following thst hecaring owr enginecr-
ing depariment z2de s report on caoch scparcte strect involved In
shis cprlicction and tontotively concidercd the closing of masny
oL thom. A copy of this report was sext to sll of the inter-
ested pertics who entered an sppearance at the first besring and
1%t gerved as o basis for discussion at the later hecrings. lost
of the strects which are to Do closca'will have their troffic di-
verted %o somo sdjecent stroet ond slmost all of the clonges walch
will be recommended hove been sgreed to by representatives of the

spplicant and the city snd the cownty. this connectlion I wiskh

to ecxpress my opprecistion of the foir cnd ogen way in whick all

parties .
the /iiscissed these matters with the Cownission end to state my

‘ all
belicf thaet the co-operation of/parties with the Commission in
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sttempting to settle the many questions raised in conxectlon with

this aspplication, to the best interest of all con-cernod, will result

in leaving the railrosd crossing situation of San Jose in excellent coll=

dition and will grestly increase the safety of those who use the streets
The epplication es filed states that the rallroad company

hes appiied to the City of San Jese for o fLranchise to operate =

double track railroad over the city streets and that that spplication

ie pending. The franchise has not yet been granted and at the Lirst

hearing counsel for the Southern Pecific Steted that If the Com-

rission grented the jaemission sought herein no franchise would

be necessary from the City Council.. The City Attorney contended

that the Commission®s power in this matter was permissive only and

that when the permission of the Commission was secured the company

mast still secure franchises before It could legally cross the city

streets. It seems to me wmecessary to go iInto the matter in this
place. The Gommission’s decision would be exaclily the same in

oither event ond to discuss the matter now would not ochange the
existing law or change the respective rights of the city and the.
railroad under the law.

No guestlon was raised as to the propriety of granting oxr
refusing this application in toto and in but one instonce aid 1t
sppesr or was it suggested that o chemge of the line es now located
would result in more satisfactory grade crossing conditions, and
that matter will be discussed im its proper place in comnection with
the crossing involved. Yhen the Fourth Street franchise explres,
the precent route, of course, can not be followed. It ig absolutely
necessary for the Souwthern Pacific Company to have some route
through the City of Sen Jose which is not too far removed from the
business and industrisl centers of the City and this means that
many sy and important etreets must be crossed. '

I shall recommend that this spylicetion be granted under
the conditions and subject to the modifications set forth in the oxder

herein and shall now discuss seriatim cach of the 35 streets and cross-

in
Ings for which uppliication has been_gg.de snd shell tske them/order from .,

st .
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north %o souta, corsidering in. each case the comditions wader
which the application should be granted:

lenzen Zvenue :- The eroscing of this stroeet is located extirely

in Sonts Clara County cnd although the strect does zot gpper to

be of great importmcce and representatives of both the Chaorxber of
Commorce and the Soumthern Paclific agreecd at the £irct hecring that
it should e closcd, =t the lator hearings several protosts againet
such a procodure woere made by omers of property in the vieinity.
Qhe district in and sround Ionzcr Avenume 1s devoted to the fruit
vacking industry and considersvle streev room ig needed fox tihe
handling of the large tcams whlech houl fruilt to snd from the vacking
hAouses. In addition to thls there is a property owner betweer Senter
cand Montgomery, with a large Lronitage on Ienzen Avenwo, who is en=~
titled to eoSy oecess t0 Stockﬁon Averue, vhich ig the improved road
to the ¢clty. Pormission will, therefore, be groted for the
construction oX gddivional trocks aercoss this cressing arnd ss the
view 18 consideradbly obsecured it should be protected by an automatic

~laogmen.

Cinnabor Stroct:- Dhe only point raised ot the heerings regarding
_ vnincorporated territory in
this strect, which is in/Sarxts Clara Couwntly, was ixn conzection with

“he proper protectlon t0 safeguord the croming. A traffic check
teken by tvhe Southern Pucific Compmay indlcotes that the erossing
is considorstly used and during tae fruit shipping season the
troffic is much lorger thon the check indicatos. In view of this
snd th fact that the view of troins is somewhst obscured I am of
the opinion trat un avtomstic flagman should be installed for the
swtoction of thic erossing.

Autumm Street:= ThisS crossing 4t in the City of San Jose end will

be crossed by tae Niles connection. The property sovutting on the
crossing ic owned by the Southern Racific Company, and slthough it

s considered at the Zirst hecring as & street which could proverly
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done
nattéisb

be elosed, I sm sstisfled ¢ an not beMmitsout impairing the

convenience of those who live or do business iz this viecinity
and that consecguently 1t should remair opexn. The crossing is

or the Niles comnection whero tac trein service will'be Ti8%%na

the specd of operavion will undouvbtiedly be slow, S0 I believe no
sroteevion will be necded for it other than the usunal crossing sigr.

ilont pomery Strect:~ Mhis eressing is in Samts Clars County.

This strect, like Autumn, c¢rosses the Niles commoction and shdulcl
»robadbly remasin opcz.  There will be not to exceed 16 troins per &y
over the track bubt the view is somowkst obstructed sxd I bellieve an

cutorzstie flugmon shouwld be instelled to sfford ampole protection.

Julisn Svrect:~ Qhe crossing in existence at this point at the

present time is over the single track Sants Cruz line. Under the
2roposed construction 4 tracks will cross the street snd ss the wow

i3 mro or less obstructed snd the traffic will be keavy I believe

it should be proiceted by sn osutomatic flagman.

Son Augustine Streev:i- The crossing of San Augnstine Street is

28rtly in the county ond partly in the city. Tkhe track erosses
the street st its jurmction with Sentor Street and altaough it is
zot possidble to close the street the actuwel crossing will be uscd

very little 4f at oll. For tmt reuson no protection is necessairy.

wect Sants Clare Street, or the Alsmecds:- Shis crossing is partly

within the city gnd pertly within the county, the dividing line
being 50 or 60 £feet west of the present track. This svreet is the
nost {umportant of =1l thoze covered by this application. It is
oowa in the city as West Soxnta Clsra Strect cnd in the County as
nhe Llomods, or more gemerslly it ic lmowm as Dae ilameda. It is

an east and west oStireet, 100 fcet wide, through the c'en‘cral




Yusiress scetion of the city exd 116" wide at the point of erossizg,
gnd voth iz the city ond the county it iz o highly izproved,
tnoroughfare; well paved, woll cured for and rumning through
ono of the best residence districts in Sente Clars County.
The Stete Eighway Commission hes Jurisdictior over 1%

from the county liane westward cnd 1t forms & connectlon to Ios

1405 and Ssats Cruz ond wcsferx points tirough the State Fighwsy
syctem st well s being the main catronce to San Jose o iz
county road for the emire country 1ying west and north of the
City of San Jose. Saﬁ Jose ailrosds kos o double track oun this
street and on Deeember 4th, of last yesr, when a3 treffie check
was mode by “he Soutrzern Rucific, some 4150 people in 305 street
cars pessecd over the crossing during the 12 busy houxs of the dcye.
A cheel 0F other “raffic thet some dsy for the ssme length of time
showed 322 autouodiles, 763 tesms, 1580 pedestrians, 157 metorcyeles
and 577 bicycles; o totel, including passengers on the strect curs,
of over 7800 movements scrocs the tracks in 12 howrs. Qhese Lligures
are thought by ke clty to be low, wad there Is no guestioz but that
2 caeck token in the summer, especlally on o Sundsy or o holi@ay,
mouid show muck more troffic; bubt the figures quoted zre sufficlent
te show the imporiance of the croscsing snd the extent of troflle
on the Llomeda.

naerc are at the precent time “wo tracks across tace Streoot

azd troin movements auaber sbout 20 par d&y. The original PTOe0SAL
of the Southern Zacific Compeny was to construet on ite new linc
7 4racks secross the street, four ofrwbich woul& be in tho county

ond threc im the city, and to protect the crossing by a humon

flogman or by crossing sates. Whon oppositlion to the grade cro ssing

develoged the coupany chanpged its plen o includo but four treocls,




two passengor and two freight.

Wooen this new line is imn opération there will be over
80 trains per day over this crossing in eddition to switcpiné
movements. The plan of the Soutkern Pacific Company contemplatds
the construction of its passonger yerds between the Alamcde and Perk
Lvenue, 1900 feet soutk, and the Company hes asked to have S&ﬂ Fernando
Street, about 950 feet south of the Alameds, closed so that a station
building can be constructed soross it and room can be obtained for
switehing in the passenger ysrds. If this schofo were caxried out .
switcking in the passenger yards could be dore south of the Alameda
snd switehing would be lighter ecross that street. There are, how=
ever, seversl objections to this plen, one of which is the closing
of San Fernundo Street, a&s will hereafter appear, and it is imposs-
idle to estimate the switching movements which will be mede across
the Alsmeds.

The City has taken the attitude thet grade should be
separafed &t this point and petitions signed by some 262 people who
live along the Alameds, or own property there, have protested egainst
a grode crossing being mﬁde. On the other hand a petition repregent=
ing the entire frontage on the Alumeda for some distance sast of the
track wes presented to the Commission expressing a desire that the
crosging should be made &% grade. Other owners of property in the
vicinity also protested against the crossing being mede in any}%gher
then by o grade crossing.

In view 0f the Commission's well known attitude toward

grade cfossings and its firm belief so often ezpressed that dangerous

grade crossings must eventually be elimated, 1t seems needless to say
thaet the Commission will favor & grade separstion on the Alemede if
there are no physical difficulties in the way and the expense is not
out of proportion to the bemefits to be derived from such construction.
It is cleaxr that & grade separation should be mede at this polint if any

where in the State and if the Commission senctions the cqnatruction

of & grede crossing in this instence it will be diffieult for it 4o

consistently require grande separations elsewhere. Ve havq hexre &

) ‘
crossing over which from 7,000 to 10,000 peoples pess daily axnd over
wkich 3 ' /.-.:150




there will ve upwords of 80 troin moveme:ms O?Gthé sruck ln 24
hours. nhcstroethcs = car Iine upon it. It/o;e ¢f the maln ar-
terice of the clty and is oy far vhe most important road leading
from the city to the wect aiﬁJrlLNhlch i{ ls esctimsted, forms
a direet outlet to 50,000 seople living in tke westorn psrt of vhe
county. | |
During the course of the hear;nb several differext
provositions were mde as to the method to be followed in scpsrating
grudos ond all o‘ the e methods weore discussed and spproximave
ostinmotes were made of the cost of all thosc which sppesred fecsible.
One of the Sirst sropossle wos thot of reising the track
of the Southexz Pocific Company some 12 or 18 feet omd dopressing
about 7 fect. Do corry out this sort of construction
would cost in the noighborhood of 51,000,000.00. 4ll irdustries
Tocated in the Wicinity of thic crossing would hove %o relse their
spux Pracks and iz meny cuses rulce the‘floors of their wulldings
and the cost of this wae not ILncluded Iin the estimete. lany of
the industries 3% lose o the Alomeda would have 0 rocomsiruct
toeir duildings wmd losding nslsvforms,and 3 high retoining wall
would have to te constructed through the city.  STill cxmether ob-
| is the fact that the ruling grade on the
Poeific tracks beitwoen Som Frascisco end Ssr Joge is & W53,
sbouz» the grade wihich the Souwbern Rucific now hss or its
line into Scn Jose Lrow the north. It would De unreasonable, in
ny Judgment, to require thic grade % o incrocsed, wmd to zsintain
witk wn clevebion of 1% £4. ob the Alcmeds the £1ll
40 be curried for & consideravle distsnce Vo the noxih
wake & grode crossing impossidle e Julian'street,'but'

would still not lesve clearonce a2t tast strect for o grode seporstion

Onc of the nmetrnods provosed of moking o grade Sejpers

wo to retoin the present grade of the track snd construct a visduet

D

entlirely over tae ruilrosd yarde 2his ds probebly the chesnest of

the grode soporction cchemes ag > the actual cost of cozstruction

concerzed as it wor oo b cost oxly chout $L20,000. with




7 grodes of approach. The estimeted »roperty dcnsge, nowever,
with this construction wes figurcd to ho some %353,000. To odtein
the clecarcsnce of 22 feot from the top of rail to tlx lowest membox
< the'ovcrheaa struecture, waleh hos been fownd t0 be the minimum
lesronce consistent with scfedy and has Bbeox oSpecified by the
Commission iz Lts gezersl order on the subject of clearances, it wuld
be neeesssry for the grade of the Alameds to be some 26" or 277

rail. L meeting thaese regulrexents would
form on unsightly 01, cw.;ro and one whlch I am sstisfied would bo

wasatisfactory to %the

hiek imvolved 2 ; 3 ok Llameds ard deprescing
sulficient to mule o clearsnce of 147, wk:c;ch 21lowing
the depth of the sirders, would mean depressing the
strect zesrly 12 foot. The City Zxgincer's cstimate of tihe cost
t2is type of construction was $100,000.00. No allomxnce was
motnt for »rogerty lamsge xnor wels any allowsueo
zde for ruilsizg spur truacks or msizing the
2lua%s of the imdustrics. |
of m oney
would wmownt %o o comsidersble sum.s  In addition to this sube
stuntisl obicetion the objection montioned to the first olaw, hot
of ralsing the grade of the raillrood track for some distance noriha,
Tould also obiain s3 the trsck et Julism Stroet would be teo b.igiﬁ
Yo oemshle o grade croscing te be made and 20t high enough Vo permlt

0f o separation of gradec.

Qhe tires S aresented by the Soulihern Poeifie Compeany,

prosemt grade snd
stroct o secwr @ the
mode on threo huses, toe ¢cest o

ssme In s8ll three caces, snld ostimates were made on all three




shese schemes. The totol cost of the subway propcer wos ectimsted

250.00; Tith grades of gpprosch g8t 3%
. and -
& %o be £279,350.00:/ proparty
2100,000. ,malking o totsl coot for the
subwey and ;i , includirg nroperty domege, of
$478,600.  Tith five per cent spproackes the cost of the subwey
gropey was tho scme; the cost of spproaches was §144,020. and the
property domoge wes estimatoed et 60,000, making tae total
130%,260.00.  With 7% grode the cost of the sSubwey was the some;
the cost of spprotches wag echtimated to be $8Z,830. and thc preperty
couoge $45,000., xokirg s tobsl cost of 5227,880.00:
The vlons and coctimmtoswhich have just beean diseus
presexnied ot tbe carlier ncerings when'i* became apyarent thst the
st fessidble plax of constiruvction was ome by which the Southern
rocks world reusin in their eresontgrode or with a mexinum
eleyition of 2 £%, =nd the sepcrstion made by dopressing tke street,
28 both the Southern Pscific Company &axnd the Cily were ssked €0
- £1le revized olme covering the cost of ¢ subwsy on & 5% grede on
that bosis. mke 5% grode was decided upon beesuse 7% grades were
though® to be too steep for thic location and on the 5% grado tae
coct, incluiing the property damsge, wourld be much grealer than
tne bomeLit %o be derived from o grede two per cext lighter tacn the
5% grade.

Sinco the luct hosring those plons hove deex Liled by both
she City onmé the Southerz Pacific Compsny. The plae of the Southern
Soeific Compeny chows o sudwsy with a width in the eleor of 59 Zeet.
mhe bridge provides for 18 trocks and is supvorted om sbubmenic
apd comter columms. The grade of spproack i 477 feot long 1o tke
west and Z84 foet loig to the egzt. Om eacch side of the qpproaches

clevetion of the rosd are roslwaye 1§ ft. wide and
in width. Stociton Avenue, waich joins the slomeds
200 foct west of the track iptersection, is teken core of By

its — ' ot sporosch of the
deprosczing tast street ot its comncctiozn +h the weolt &3¢
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subway, and carrying the approsch back 296 £t. on a 5% grade until

1t meets the present grade of Stocktom Street. A ros dway of 42 feet
is provided in this approach with two 4-Pt. sidewslke and a rosd .

at the prese}it elevation of Stocktorn will zemain on elther side

of the approsch. These roads will be 21 ft. wide with 4 ft. sidewallks.
On this plan the tracks of the San Jose Railroads are located zmext

to the sidewalk on the extreme outer edge of the subwey and approaches.
The cost of this entire scheme not including property dsmage, is
estimated by the Railrosd Company to be about $230,000. ard this
estimate has been checked by our engineering depariment and fouwnd to
be reasonsgble.

Tbe plan of the City Engineer is substantiaslly similesr to

that of the Sovthern Pecific Company. The subway and approsches, as‘

in the plen of the railroad company, are abomt 59 feet in width, in-
oluding two 4~ft. sidewslks on either side. The tracks of the San Jose
Railroads with 11 ft. centers ere on the extreme south side of the
subway and aprroaches. Stockton Avenue, under this plan, is mot
depressed, and traffic coming from Stockton Averme 18 to be cared for
by turning it, first west st the Junction of Stookton Av;anno with
the Alameds to the west entrance of the subwsy and then east through
the subway. The estimste made by the City Engineer, whioh our en-
gineers have found to be substantially correct, is $200,748. without
property dsmage. |

I an satisfied that the grade separation should be made on
the besis of these plans, that is, the tresckes of the Southern Pacifio
Compeny shonld remnin in thelr present elevation, or with a railse
not exceeding 2 feet, and the neoessaiy clearansce should be obtained
by .depreesing the street. DThe difference between the plan presented
by the City and the lster plan of the Southern Pacific Compeny is one
of detsil and a decision as to which is the better ocan mot be made
from the data at hand but must be had after more complete plans
are available and complete estimates and a carefnl canvéss ma de

of the extent of the property dsmaged. The item of property damege
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is exceedingly iuportant in a proposition of this soxrt and it is
inmpossible to determine at this time what it will amomnt to oxn each
of theze two sohex;zes. In the first estimates presented, the Southern
Pacific Company estimated the property damage on a 5% subwey plan, _
with approximately the same frontage effected, to be $60,000, on the
sssumption thet the assessed valuation placed ou the property would,
ox the average, be the same ss the property damsge caused by this

_ comtmotion.

Another important reason why the dotalls of this plan can

npt now be definitely Gecided 1s the fact that the Southern

Pacific Company propoces to locate a station in the vicin:!.tyv

of the Alameds and its plans are not far enough matured so

the exzot type of subway structure can be ountlined, and these plans,
of course, cannot be worked out until the matters pending in this
application are disposed of. ' '

Either of the two plans 1last disoussed is emtirely satia-
factory to the Commission and which plan skall be sdopted my be
left to the futwre and covered by a supplementai order 1if the
interested parties are unshle to mte on one plan or agree on the
detsiis. There are & few suggestions, however, I wish to make.
Neither of the planms provide for a crossing for »oad traffic over the
subway on the west side. If such provision were made 1t would be
rossidle to go from one side of the streot to the other without a
long detour and it would do swoy with the need for turning vehicles
ox the comparatively narrow rbadmya which will rewin after the
spproaches are constructed. TFoxr snother matter the Junetion of
Stockton Road and the Alameds mekes an aoute angle on the west
vhich should be eliminated by securing one or more lots on this cor-
ner and meking them part of Stockton Avenume. It would be desiradle
to do this on either plan. If the plam of the city engineer is
followed it will greatly decrease *he difflculty in going from
Stockton Avenue into the subwey and Iif the plan of the Sounthern
Pacific is followed and Stockton Avonue .is depressed the difference in
elevation to be overcome between the grade of the subway and the

-1l4 =




precent grode of Jtockion Avenue Will be lesuencd snd the sharp

-

cvoided. skould be found impossivle to 4o this and
the gepercl plon of the rsilrosd Is sdopted I believe ths? the
location of the Sar Jose Railroasd's tragcss should e .. &8 shown
by the City. The two cprrosches, xomely, on Alareds and Svtockiexn,
will interseet ot such ¢ sherp ong st 1t will be lmpossible

cpsrosching troins, ard the trecks for thst ressor should be

south side of the subway so it will not be noccssary Lex
vehicles To crosg thow. If the genernl plan of the City Exnginecr is
adopted the car trucks could be located eivther oo skowr on the plan
¢ the City or a3 shomx onm tho Southern Dueific plen without
elfectiing the genersl scheme in any wey.

Montion wuis made of but ome physicsl difficulty in the wuy
of this comstruction ond that is the question of drsimsge. It
appearec at oue of‘tbe hecrings that the Llsmeds, at the point of
croscing, wes cubjeet to overilow whick would maxe it impossible
Yo keep thic subwey in use. Sudbsecuent witnesses, some of then
vestilying from & kumowledge ol condl tiors extending over 15 years,

L3 o

inposcidle %o use thic cubwoy vould erise orn rure occasions snd that
2t other times the subwy could be amply dreined Wy vhe installstion
of u pump, snc I caxn draw no othor coxreclusion Ifron the Tectimony.
Hoving decided thot there sre no dhysicsl difficulties in the wy
of this coansitruction and that an expenditure of $500,000. for |

the purpose of separating grades at this very importent crossing is
20t ou% of PWPQWIOII TJO the bénefi{: o be derived, tho question
thern srices as to the division of expcnso'..

Mhis 15 ono of the most Aifficult mettorc whicia a pudlic
wELLIty vody is eslled upon %o deteruine. It Iz obvious thot it
car not be declded by sny formuls ond that it is lumposcivie to
atete in dollarc ond ceonts the oxact bonofits cach party ianterested

wLll derive from a grede Sepsration but it should be clearly sppavent




that the interest is mutual and all will bexefit to some extent.
There are five parties interested in this crossing- Sonthern Pacifio
Company, City of San Jose, Santa Clara County, The State Hizhway
Coumission and the San Jose Raellrcads. I shall briefly discuss
the attitude of these five parties towar&% this gréde separation.
The Southern Pacific Company opposes the separation of
grades but belleves 1f the Rallroad Commission orders a aéparation
made the expense should be divided.

The officlals of San Jose are unsnimous that the separs-

tion should be made but they are wnwilling to sssume any expense
connected therewith as the following resolution passed by the
City Council on March 28th, snd filed with the Commission after
the last bearing, clearly indicates:
"Whereas, the Southern Pacific Company has
applied for the privilege of lsying four or more
double trscks scross the Alameds, and
"Wheress, it now appears from the hearing in
the presence of Mr. Commiassioner Gordon that a
geparation of grades will be heredy necessitated,
therefore'be it
"Resolved, that it be the sense of thls Comneil
that said proposed Improvements are Lor the benefit
of, and they are required by said Rasilroad Company,
sxnd further, that the City of San Josoe be required
to assume no portion of said expense.”
It is the contentlon of the city that the Southernm Pacifio Company
is attempting to create a8 hazardous condition at a orossing at
whick a minimum hazard now exists and that the company should
stand the entire expemse necessary to avoid oresting this bazsrd.
The attitude of the Bosrd of Supervisors 1s not so clear.
The Chairman of the Board, however, who stated that he believed he
ropresented the sentiment of the board, is of the opinion that the
County should do nothing in this matter as the roal has dbeen
turned over to the Statle Highway Commigsion, and that a grade
separetion is not needed here.
President Blasney,. of the State Highwey Commission,
on the other hand, belleves that the grades should
ipghway Commission
be secparated at this point and ke states tiat themould ve

willing to stand psrt of the necessary expense, but that the Hlighway
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Commission is absolutely without funds which it counld devote to
this puxrpose. ‘ '

_ The Ssn Jose Railrosds' is not greatly interested Iin this
application. Ite Genersl Mansger stated that he wouwld prefer to
cut his line in two at this point rather than stand any expense in
connection with the grade separation.

The attitude of the property owners along the Alsmeda
{8 not uwnenimous. Those who omn property close to this orossing,
which would be affected dy the comstruction of any t&pe of grade
gseparation, are generslly of the opimion that no geparstiorn should
ve made while those wWho orxe some distance away sre imsistent upon -
s separation of grades.

I heve indicated previously thaet I am of the opinion
that grades should be soparsted at this point. The need for
separgstion is menifest st this time., As the City of San Jose
grows aad the population of the County increases it will be much
more spparent. The whole track layout scheme of the Southern
Peeific Compony depends wupon the disposition of this metter and 1f
grades are not separated now the grade crossing wlll remsin foxr
many yesers in the future. If it were decided thet no grade
separation should take place on the Alameda the track layout is
suck that enough switching would be dome across San Fernando
Street, the ﬁext street to the south, so that street would Dbe
closed regerdless of whethor the Commission ordered it closed or
the City voluntarily closed it. That tﬁepmhole track plan in the
vicinity of the Alameda depeonds on The disposi%ion of this matter
1s plain from the fact that 18 tracks will be built across the

Alomeds if grades ere separated while bdut four would cross that

street 1f a grede crossing were permitted.

The practice of Courts and Commissions in distributing

expenses incident to grade separation Is variable. In‘tﬁe past it

the
has been customery for cities and countics which have had/power to




40 0 10 assess oll the expense as,nin.,u “he corriers. Recently,
however, it has come to0 bo generclly sccepted thet fthe existence
of grede erossings iz something for which the corriers and the
prblic sre mutuglly resgonsivle sund s both partics showld be
mutuclly responsible for their eliminstion, and in sccordamce with
this 1dea oublic service conmissions end courtsd require 2 divigion
of expense of grade Separstiont on some basgis which appes ars to

-

tacr to be folr and equitable.

In this instance the Southern Poeifilce Company is un-
guestionchly cresting an scdditional hazaxd over that now existing
o cros sing now in existence at
cdditionsl hozerd crested is brought 2bout
, to allow
the City in refus ing/ the railroad conmany/right
o -operate’ or Tourth Strect, ond it nyy be ssid
sction the City merely trezsfers from Fourtvh Street
%0 the Alameds an existing hazard. The situation here cumnet be
compared with thot in which ox entirely new crossing is sought.
It more resembles sn sction before the Commission to sbolish

an exisiing crossing and there is zo question trhat if this matler

were vefore the Commission ox an applicetion for a separation of

grsdes the City would be reguired vo stund o cubstantial part
of the cost. It does not sppeor to me to be fair Iz tais case,
where the Southerr 2ocific must hove this croscing, to insist
“haot it way the full cost any wore then IV wonld sppeaxr to me to
Be fair, if corditions were reversed, for the Southcrn‘l’acific'
Compeny to teke sdventoge of the noeds of vie City. The
Commission in 4his matter kos the power to reguire tie Soutaern
cific Compeny to poy for tae full cost of this constructioxn.

s no suekr power over the Cliy of Sam Josge, Senta Clara
quty or the State Zighwoy Commission. Tkis, neveriacless, is
not o reuson why the CQmmi**sl.on should male az order which 1t

e if itc powers were equal over the rallroad company
1fe Dodies. Iz otaer words, Yo my mind it Iis not Leir
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and eguiteble thotv the Comumission should, simply becsuse it hes
tae nower, compel the Rallroud Compsny 0 assume the extire
expeznce D r tae construction of s facility wb.u.ch ic beneficial
not ouly to the reilrosd compmny but/qto“ ihe cownty and/%}i?:;.,.

The status of the‘ counw' in relation to this road is

not excetly clear. hether in s cese of this sath, where' the

vete ﬂl“hw it lommission hos 4eken over o part of the county
highwey system, an expense in connectlon with grade sepsra‘cions
should be borme by the Highway Commissiozm was not umade gpparent,

out it is unanecessery Yo go into the metter ot tils time o5 it
can be left for the two paxties 1o determine without efiecting in
any way suek orders ¢S the Comumission may meke. The County’s
interest is plisein, however, regordless of who is logally
responsible for my: expense “o be lacurred nere. The constructiocon
o s cubway av the Alamedf?/uejl&blo the recidentls i:i the county
%0 go to and frowm the City of Ssxn Jose wig the Alomeds with 'GerfGC'b

ssfety snd without deloy and the precent grade cro ssing which

is more or 3s dsngeromws af all grude ¢rostings sre, wvould de

eliminsied.

The intcrcst oL ;thc Sen Jose Reilrocds is not . great.
Itc Yrocks eross ta.c Alameds uxnd might continue to use " grade
cross ing of the ilsmeds in safety sfter additionmsl troclis wers
builst becouse of the precovtions ttliken; precoutions whlch

'srch not taken by drivers of vehicles and pedestrisns. LU the
come time o crossing, ot Separsted grudes, is'a‘osolntel‘y ssle and
4 is orly fair tim%t thot compmuy should sssume some portlon of
the eXpensze.

I believe the "’O.J.lON....‘nc divicdon of expense, sll
+hings tokezn irxto corsiderstion, to be foir snd permission to
eross will he gronted substonmtially on thc..c terme

iny demage sceruing $o tre propertiy of the Souﬁhcrn
Pselfic Compmay by ressorn of the coustruciiorn of this subway
showld we borane by the Southern Pacific Compeny. The expense of

care of its trocks during the course of éanstruction and
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of relsying itz trecks in the cubway alter the comstruction Iis
completed should be bofné by the Saz Jose Railrosds.

oLl other expences except those two above mentiored,
t0 be incurred in the construction of this subway, and except the
work In cozmnection with the *rucks of Southern Pscific Compaxy,
chould Dbe deemed part of the oxpease of thls crossing and skould
bedivided as follows: 507 should be borme by Souwbthern Ruclfic
Coupany, 355 by the City of Sun Jose ond 15% by Sants Clors County
or by the Stote Higawoy Commicsion as the legsl interests ol these

two parties may heresfier apiesr.

Sar Ternando Street- Thais crossing, like that of the crossing

on Alsmeds Street, is »nerdly in the city and partly in the county.

Under the new Erojcct the pussénger yords sre t0 be bullt snd the

statiorn is to ve constructed somewhere in the vicinity of Sunta

Clore snd Sur Ferasndo Streets, It 418 the wish of the Coxpsz:y

o construct the yords, as outlired in the discussion of Alsweda

Street, 3 3V zd build the ctation acxoss that

with o meximuom trein of 14 care,

space will be needed grester thon the distance between any two
streets'in'tbis vieinity. Tor th:t reason and vecause of passeager

train switehlng scross Sun Fernsndo, oS well o5 on sccomat of The

reed for cdditionsl room im which %0 dvild the station the

»c ilrosd compmmy desires Scn Ferncndo Street closzed.

mpis street 4is not particularly impertant cad traffic

not heavy. U caxe time the negre
distesncesway; Llameds belng 908 It. north snd .
approximstely the same distonce to the south and San Fernzndo
con not ve ¢losed without causing concidershle iacoxveniexce, as
several witnecces testified ot the hecrings and as seversl

the Commission .

protests filed/: t nhe Criffin oxmd Skelley Couwpany have
constructed & oocking ylisat on Ssx Ferzmendo end 3ush Streetcand
to resch thov if San Ternmmdo Street were closed, it would |
be nmecessory for mamy of the frult teswms which deliver toere, U0




meke a detour of these long blooks. Witk & grade separation

made on the Alameda the need for oclosing San Fernando will be
largely removed. The Southern Paclifio Compeny will have ample

room from this street to Jam Augustine to bhandle its trains and

4o its switciing, 88 the station will probadly be nearer thet
street than San Fernando, and it would be possidle to do the
switohing eitber from north of the station or from a

point far enough north of San Fernando 80 the latter street would
0ot be blocked the greater part of %he, tive, although

undoubtedly considerable switching will still be done over it.

The City Attormey desires to have this sireet remain open if pose-~
ible while the Board of Supervisors seem perfectly willing to

have 1t cbsed.

mhe situvation at San Fernsndo Street, to my mind,

makes it more than ever clear that. it 49 desirable to effeot a
grade separation at the Alemeda. If a grade crossing were per-
mitted on thet street all of the switching of passenger tralns
would be done across San Fernando and the station would be 80
located that the longer trsins operated by the Southern Pacific
Company would block it when they made stops with a result that it
wovld be more or less blocked during the day 8nd dwring wach

time as it was not blocked the switehing would make it So exceed-
ingly dsngerous that it wuld have to be closed for safety reasons.
In view of the fact, however, that grade separation 1s to be made
at Alsmeda thls street can remai'n open and it aho.uld be proteocted
by a buman flegmen 24 hours of the day.

Park Avenue- This crohsing is partly in the city and partly

in the coumnty. There are three tracks at the orossing at the
present time axd there will be some 18 tracks when the new con=-
struotion 1s completed. A street car line cross e s the tracks on
Park Avenue and the crossing sbould be protected by a human
flagman 24 hours a daye.




2ine Strect = Talc ctrect is purtly iz the ¢ity wmi parily
L. ..

iz the cowaty. It dis o chort street scnd is ocpperently waimportant.
Sounthern Rscific Comoary oms the shtutting progriy Letween Dugon
ond Xesorney ond is onxd t0 heve it ¢losed. There seems to ve
20 objection 1o doling this srdshiy will be occacioned if
is dome. DRermission will, therefore, be granted 1o cross the |

. _ lawivnlly | ‘ ,
street only uwpon condition lers sre/erected ucross the Compsny's

right of way
thut the »ublic coxnnot use the crossing. e

San Carlos Strect- Tiis crossing 1s entirely Iin the City of

San Joce. mhere ore four cks gt gresent ocross the street wd
eleven will erose i1t when the new line Is built. The crossing is
ecr she Junction of the new line with the Scntea Cruz IZraach

nd the crossings of csch of these lines of reilrocd form crossinge
independent oL cach other. Shere I1s ¢ car lire upon the sireet

ard the troffic is extensive cund for that reason tihe crossing

should ve well srotected. 3Becouse of the fact taagv the wo

¢rossings are not together wwo hunmmn flogmern skould be employed
apd. esck erossizng should be protected by o flogman 24 hours per day.
A momber of the Cify Council of Ssn Jose suggested that the Southern
ueific Comwony zhouvld be reguired to builild ur overhesd crossing
However desirable it may ve o bring shout grade
should be clesr Irom the discussion in regerd to
thot the mstter of expense is one whilco must ve
seriously coas idered ad wilch prevents scparations veing nmode 3t this
fwe st uny but -the most importont croscings. The »aysical
difflcultles in the wey of grade separotiions here nre 2any ond &5
several other croscings ore of more lmportonce It cecns unnecessuxry

to discuess tids mutter Swtaer.

Sarn Solvadoer Sireet- Thiz Zs guide an important street in the

clity. Therec will be Dour trucks ucross 1t on the zew ceoanstrweiion

should be protectied by o human flugmexn for 24 hours o Quye.
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Naglee Avenue~ This crossing 1s ent irely iz the City of San

Jose apd the street does not appear to be of much iuportance st

the point at which the orossing 13 proposed. It was suggested at
the hearing that It should be closed across t.ﬁe track, and as the
Southern Pacific Compamy owns the éﬁutting rroperty for soume |
ddsteance on each side of the orxossing it appears to be very reason~-
able that this should be done. It was suggested that if a rosd
wore con8truncted through property owned by Southern Pacific Conmpany
on the north side of the proposed track between Nagle& Avenue and
Home Street the closing of the street across the tracks would

occasion no inconvenience whatever. I believe the applicant shoumld

be granted permission to construct,the tracks aoross the sireet

- lawfully
only upon condition that traffic be/blocked across them and that

the street be constructed as outlined above ani dedicated to the
City of San Joee.

Home Street- The orossing of Home Street 1s in the City of

San Jose. A check of traffic across it for 12 hours on

December 6, 1915, disclosed 120 movements. With the closing of
Naglee Avenue some additiomal traffic will undoubtedly muse it and
as there is an obstruction at one corner of the crossing I be~

lieve 1t should be yroteocted by an automatic flagman.

HEsrrison Street- This street is in the City of San Jo ge and

although it hes been dedlocated it has not been opened for pﬁblic
we. The Southern Pacific Company ownsd the abtutting 'proporty for
some distance south and the street ehoui:l be closed. This
suggestion was mde by Sowthern Pacific Company, approved by the
City, apd will be mde a condition In the order.

Bird Avenue- This crossing is in the City of Sam Jose and 18

quite sm importent street. A osr line occuples it axd a traffic
check made on December 6th disclosed sowe 436 movements over it.
It should be protected by a humen flagman during 24 hours in the

da y.
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ssing 4is in the City of Saxn Jose and

little importence. If cloced dut

ttle inconvenience would reoult to those who live upon I or wao
go %o ond from residences along 1t. C & gure iz congtructed
el with *he proposed track on the north thereof w0 connect

Jerome Street, I sm ol the opirion that tae

witnout ixncoavenlence.

Tals croacing s in the City.of Scn Jose. Dhe

of the strect croaocd by the nroposed truck extends tut

GO0 feet south Trom Jerome Streot wnd the Southern Rucilic Compony
owns the sbutiting progerty om taree clides. No inconvenience will de
occacioned by its beixng closed and it should he .80 | . - cloeed

vihen the truck i bull ecross ive

Prller Lvente =~ fae crocoing of tails Avenue

San Jose. ~ Although the roilrosd comnany owne
e crossing for come distsnce on eitiwr side and 1t
worlier hesrings thet the strcetv shouwlld be closed,
the loter hearings developed the det thot those wao live on the
weoterly oide of +he track uce the csr service on Delmas Avenue,
to the east of the 4rack, snd tiwt this crossing iz needed for
taeir convenience. An subtomatic Llogman should de instelled for .

the »rotectlon of vraffic st this crossing.

Delnms Avenue - nis 18 i i * Sen Jose. It is

cay in whica the Southern
Pucific mode & cr >4 Pfic there were avout 1200

wovenents acrosc it. 55 SULS 2t the grades e

were nentioned iz the diseussion of
enorution here would Ilnterlere
spd “he suggection to eflect a grade
18 point drought severcl protesfs from the resilentz
e ctreetz. I bellwe thet the crossing will be compsratively

L) )"':
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cafe 1L protected Ly numon I 4 hours in the doy axnd permission

-

to erosc will be grented cubject to that condition.

Eull Street - Thic eroccing willl e In the Clty of San Josze.

It will crosc the o shout ut its dntersectlon with Delnmeos
Avenue. If ¢ s bullt north of the truck to connect
Delwmas and Hull 1t will do awny with wwo crossings of the traock
Tor velhicle drivers and others wao wish to go Lfrom S 4

%0 Delusc. 8 the Southern Zceific Compeny owns orepert
necestary o moke this msud, I om of the opinioxn vhat the Compony

should construct such o rasd end dedicate it, when comstructed, 4o

Permissicn to cross Zull Strect will be gronted oxnly

condition.

apin Street-  This crossing the City of Sca Jose cnd is

considerable importazce. be necescscry for the stirect
remain opexn snd troffic i prwtected by the Installation

oL on sutowmntic Lflugmon.

»

Atlanta Stresv - Thic eroasing 18 in *the City of San Jose. Dhe

street stub-ends ot Gusdeloupe Creels not for from the crozcing
cnd there sre no houses detween the Creelr ond Chapin Street.
The ruilrocd company owne all the sbutiing property between these
points cnd is anxious to have the strect closed. Inocmuch as 1o
property will be domeged asé no incozvenionce suffered by'&oing

should, of course, be dona.

he City of San Joce.

The street ig even of lecs importance thon itlexte Street, which

it intercects ut rignt ngles neur Gusdaloupe Cfeek;Q Tae Southern
Pucific Compony owas the sbutting property oan both sides of the
street for its entire length und the street chould, of course, be

closed.

willow Strect-~ This street ls iz Ssats Clsra Comnty. It is

occupied by g cur line snd 8 ckeck in December showed 600 movements

seross 4% in 12 hours. It should undoubtedly be protected by o




Tlegman for 24 howrs.

Telong Street - - The sroposed croscing b Telong Street is

in the County omd Will e nesr the intersection of thst street with

Willow. Although this strect is not pf great importonce it Serves
o5 the most convenient erossing for o number of people living south
from the ﬁxopcsed “rack und probsbly can not be conveniently clesed.
The crosting cun be muek improved by grading a street on ths corner
0¢ %the lot northecsterly from the crossing, and by buildircg a sireet
sorsllel with the reilroed iveck crd on the soumth wde of it between
willow sxd Zelong Street. The construction of the lotter street
W1l moke it possible for itreffic to go from Ielong Street to Fillow
Street without crossing the track wheress without it it would be
recessary to ¢ross the track twice. The property necessary to moke
v0th 0f thete chonges is ovmed by the Southern Pucific Compsay and

I believe that 1t should meke the necessary improvements asad
gedicate them to the County. With these crossings mude there will be
no obctructions 40 the Yew aml as this croscing is eloze to Willow
the flogmon oz that street curx protect the ILelong Street crossing

2150 s0 20 protection will bve ordered speeifically for t2ils crossing.

Bortlett Street -  This crossing is in the City of Sun Jose. Zhe

street is not importaat ond cs the Soubhern Eaciiic Company ows
ell the svutting ppoerty between Bortlett ond néar its terminus on
Goocyesr Street, undoubtcdly this sitreet should be closed at its
Junetion with She oroposed track; dut for the future convenience
of those who will live there ond hove occasion to use the streets
in this vicinity ‘s street chould be constructed by the rsilroad
company, 2nd dedicated to tho city, on the northeasterly side of

the track between Bartlett and Goodyear.

Goodyecr Street- This crossing is in the City of Sax Jose oxd

clthough it is not an importmt street, and the Scutherrn Pacific

Compazy, wailch owne the abulting yroperty on both sides of the
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crossing for o concliderable distance, desires it closed, it ic
ansuesvionsdly tLe most .convenient route for come proDerty owers
the southwest cide of the trsck and should remsin opexn although

protcction will be needed.

Avenve-~ This crossing is in the City of Sam Jose.

s ¢ros3es Sunnyside avenue ob its intersection with Iick '’
Although the country served by thls sireet Is not large
1z the only outlet for the people who live in its
viecinity snd since trafflic from it is mostl& to thc
'north some means of crossing the street s hould be provided. I am
unwilling to recommend two crossings so close together os Idck and
wanyside snd I belleve thot oze crossing ot the junetion of these
two rosds will cmply serve public convenience. fThis croscing should be
o right ongle crocsing midwmy between the center line of Lick

Avenue snd the center line ¢f Sunnyside Avenue. Permission to cross

Suanyside Avenue will be made contingent upen s crossing of this

kind being comstructed.. .

Tick Avenue =  Dhis erocsing is in the c~ty of San Jose. Lick

Avenus 1% ¢ street running in o genmersl nortaerly ond436uthcr1y direc-
ion. Troffic over it ot the precent time is exceedingly l;ah*

but it forme the most direct route to the city snd serves concidershle

seresge to0 the south of the croscing. For that ressom It Is

necczsary thot o crossing chould be maintcined here oxd onme should be

constructed in sccordsnce with the sugges stiozn made in comnmection Wit
Sunayside Lvente. There chould slso be construcied a rosd on the
south cide of the truck between Sumayside Avenue snd IZick Avenue

so treffic from Swnyside Avenue can travel to Almsden Avenue without
ero=ing the truck. The Scuther: Pocific lompany ¢wns tae necessary
right of wy to mole Yhis street cné it'should be mede snd dedicated

%0 thae city by the Company.




Tloyd Street - Thig crosecing is in the City of San Jose and
. . legally
iz short snd uniuportaxnt. Barrzcru chould be/erected ceross the

street omd a rocd comstructed nortacest of the track over thc
uthern Rucific Compeny's right of wsy to Salm Strect. This rosd
shewld e built by the roilrosd company snd dediceted to the city

cnd county.

Doln Street ~ Polm Street is in Sentc Clars County ot the

point of croscing ond stub-ends ot Almaden Lveaue sbout 100 Teet
from the point where the proposed trock will cross Pelm Street.
Dhis street shouwld ve closed aeross sae treck and the construction
0L g road oz the north sile of the track mcntioaaanggjéégnQY%ggcus
street, will serve to amply axnd conveniently care for traffic.
Thcré should clso be s sirect consiructed by the railrosd coupany
on its properiy from Ralm Street to Llmsden ivenue on the north

clde of the trock and this cireet should be dedicated to the County.

Almaden ivenue- Tale is guite axz important county rood, and

&2 the view is obscured at several of the coraers it should dbe

provected by axn aufomtic flegmsn.

almaden Rwad - This erossing is in Santa Clers County snd

how conw;de“nb e tralfic over 1t. w0 checks tslken on different

dogye disclosed 657 and 725 moveaents, . . . It is 75 feet wide

(}

5

cad next to the lonterey Road iz ¢ne of tae most lmportant »oads

n vals section of the country. Some protection should undowdbtedly
te alforded here but zg the obstructions will not be great

oné the street is wide I belleve that an sutomstic flogman will
afford csmole nrotectlon Tor some time to come. Thie Llsgmen should
be loceted ir the center of the r ad wiere it will be visibvle ZLor

some dictance 4in both directions along the road from the ¢erossing.

Fin
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Lonterey Ioad - The spplication covers o crossing‘of the lionterey

feet :
Road in tae County, ¢t & polnt 250/ Horth of the jmaction of thst rosd

Ltk Stone Avenue. ”he presaent moin line of the Southern 2acific

eot
Compey is some Socy'east of +he 1ocatea‘1ine 2t t2is point and the

two linec come together sbhout 1500/' gvh 0f vhle crossing. On the:
old line south of this junction there are two dangerouc crocsings
holl o mile. Cne 1z the Tully Roasd, where the track is
2t righv ongles, wxd the secoxd 45 the lonterey rosd where the
crosses st en exceedingly charp ongle snd forms o Very dsngerous
crossing known 85 the Shuetzen Pork crossing. Stone Avenue
the xjntcrey Rosd on the west snd will not be crossed directly
pronosed line olihough any treflic Irom Stone Avenue going in
ection clong +he lionterey Road would have %o cross the
Iein line track. |
Zefore this applicotion was filed andiwhiic the railroad
company wos negotiating with the city for s frsnchisc‘a protest mas
received by the Commission from representotives of the Qsk Hill
Cemetory, whaich is locstied immedistely soutkh of Stone Avenuve arnd west
0f the Iionterey Dcad against g grude crossing belng made at this point.
The objections were concldered ot the hearings snd taree suggested
chonges in planc were considered. The third of thesce plans, however, -
would not materially change conditions st the cometsry.

e first was thet the locsted line of the ruilrosd shouwld be
chcnged, swing south of the ceo motery and Joinm the present maizn line
some 1-1/2 milec further south thux the junction propoced ot Lick.
Dhis Is not satisfuctory to the Southern Paciflic Company for the
reagox tast thce switch movements between the indusiries on the line
“0 be abandoned south of Reed Street ond zorth ofvthc present
proposed juncivion, xust be made over the precent min lize. IL the
lire were built o proposed vhis would necessitate sdditionul switehirg

' movements of Some threc miles every itime the industries in the
vieinity of “hese streets were served, which would result in,delay

and would add considexably to the switciaing oxpexte of the Company.




were followed the constructiion expense would be largely

ced and the Scme Javorghle olignment could not be secured. The

vhae cost of grad 2§ vait additionsl milecge would be considersble;
one cut’it wos cstimated'would cost $40,000. But the most serious
otjection to suca on extensive chenge of alignment is in coxnection
with the purchuse of the additionsl right of way. The company heds

ten years ' | rizat of way Lor the line as loccted snmd

speat 5 9 : If the line were chonged %o go dock
¢Z the cemetery over 2.5 miles of tie right of wsy now owzed by the
Compaay would be of no use for this comsiructlion snd over fouwr
niles of 2dditionmsl right of way would have %0 be purchased over u
roubte whlch would be pwblicly known axnd which, a3 3 coznsequence of
tals knowiedge, would cost the compuny a price coxsidersbly hlgher
the maritet volue of the lmnd.

The second sugmection 5 thant o grede scporotion be mede at
S Y .

vhe proposed crossing by roising thae lonterey Rood or depressing the

trock or by s combimtlon of both of these metirods and thst Stone

A 5 N v n - - ' 3 7 o /
Avenue and the entreonece to the cexetory be frovzded Wil Srgag

segorations ot the came time. At the lowoect ectlmocte ucing the

) .

cheanest form of construction, = cfossing with sepsroated grades at thie
oint would cost comsidergble in excess of $35,000. and even if this
wore vdonc’ wonuld still remain In this Inmediote vielnity two Srade
and Shuetzen Burk) deseribed by one witness ac
Dy aumen blocd" from the nucber of accidents whleh
upon viael.
tion is to zmy mind the only fescible ond
ter. ©T con be seex froux thc.preiiqué
Road roughly forms the chord of‘an sre
thie choxrd intersceit tae ore
the couthern intercection bolng the Schuetzen
end tae nern cxtremity’the CY0 S3ing nNowW PYO PO ced.

lntersected oy the Tully Rood wiich Joins the llonterey
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h oL the oroposed croosing. The Lonterey
A0ud hos been taken over by the Stute Highwey Commisslion. It s
cugge -‘tcdk Yt the 70 p0 ged muin line of the Southern 2oceific be
locsted on the precent lonterey Zosd axnd that this roud be followed
Trom 9 point near whexre the track wuld crocss 1T urder the present
location %0 wihere “he T0ad nOw CrOSIes Souwthern Pacife Company's

In exchange the right-ol-way now

Donterey Road 1t wos suggested that the Southern

Leould construet a himmy similar in type, =

to the State Highwsy Commission,on ivc present rigiht of

vhat rig‘t of way to the Tighway Commission. Ix othex
“he roilroud would run on the chord ond the highwey om the arc

grude croscinw“ would e elimi atea..

This matter woco token wy with Preaiacnt Bloney - of the State

e

Tighwey Commiseion, .who sdvized the Commission by letlcer..of the Stat

-

Eighway Coummiscion's attitude ao fcllow":-

TIn reply I wonw Say thot this Commission is

Now‘ hoaxtily in fuvor of the eliminstlion of such

rocaings oxnd wourld e glsd to fuvor on exchenge oX
rlghts of way orovided %the interccts of the Shate
of Califorzic ond of the troveling »ublle ore
pronerly safeguorded.”

"In view of the mony bod scccidents snd loss of
1ife which hove alresdy occurred a8t some 0f Li¢T6
crossings, we s_nccrely truet thaot they my ve
Lronerly elimingted and thizk th& sucha ¢ solution
would he & remerkable uchievment

¥r. Blauney; Vil Ak at the héaring,s in regard 40
thls motler aud weg ; the proposed change.:
I% seems to me To be in every way Jesirable.
Schuetzexn 2ozl cross** snd the Tuliy Zocd eros
eninincted ond D¢ LNNEeCeTIuUYy VO Asve o
the locoti plefe - The E”ddc croscing of Stone Avenue
necesuory for fumersls using *
Cux Hill Comentory t0 crosc at 3Stoze Lvenue at grade, bul since the
voffic’ on Stone Avenue 48 ligat cnd the Troffic to the coxﬁb":ory
onfined to fouwr or Liwe funersls ner doy, walle Vreoffic oxn the

vonterey Roud swmouates to 4000 movements Iin 12 howrs, There cinm be no
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I rocommend the following form of order:-

ORDER
Railroad
SOTTEERN PACIRIC CQURPANY, hoving e oplicd to % Cormmission
for verzizsion o cross thirity-Live (35) sireets and bublic highways
v grede iz the City of Sun Jese and Sonts Clares County, Cali*ornxa
oxnd unineorporaved veorritory in the vicinity of San Jose in Sazma
Clsra Counvy, and 8¢ public hesring hawving been aeld an& k)
sppearing thet this cpnlication should, irn purt, be grarted suwvject
to certaln condivions, ond that »nermission to cross Wost Ssats
lara Street, or the Alsmods, skould bo granted only upor coxdition
that ¢t gredes e scpurated, |
IT IS HRREZY ORIERTD, Dhet permission e and the same heredby
iz granted Southern 2acific Company to counstruct ite tracks at grade
across the following svreets and highweys In the City of San Jose
gnd iz Senta Claru Counvy: ienzen Avenue, Cipnapar Streoet,
antumn Streeot, lontgomery Street, Julism Streew, Sgn Augustine St.,
Son Fernonde Stroedt, Tork Avenuve, Fine Street, Surn Corlos Street, San
Salwadoxr Street, Nagleo Avenue, Eome Street, Harrisbn streeﬁ. 3ird
Aveaue, Jorome Avenue, Martin Avenue, IMuller Avenune, Delmss Lvenuno,
Eull Strect, Chupin Street, Ltlentu Strect, Mempals Street, Willow
trect, Zelong Stroet, Jartlot Strgot, Goodyoar Stroeet, Sunnr@‘dd
Aveaue, ick Avenuwe, Floyd Stiect, Rulm Street, “_n“don Avenue
slmaden Rocd and Stone ivenuc.
| This vermission is gramted subjeet to the Tollowing
conditionss
(1) The extirc exponse of constructing the crossings shal
be borne by the spplicant.
oxponce of mointaining the crossings thereslver in
class condition for the sufe und co:ncnzoau use of the
11 be oo*no by sprliconv.
Grudos of uvprooch shell not exceed fowr (47 per cent,

and the crossings shell in every wey be made safe for the passage

thereover of vehicles and other ®ud traflic. 411 crossings for walch

- 3& ~-




proiection hat not otherwise deex
suitable crosszing signs.
(&) The following sireots vrotected by awtomatic

Lenzen Avenue,
/Cinnavsr Street,

Tlagmez of & tyne anprovod the ssion:

ontzomory Strect, Julicn Strec Jome Street, Fuller Lvenue,

Chipin oirect, ilmaden iveaue snd Almaden Road. The ¢HELSE Of
. ' -

-

nctulling thoso flsgmon ard tho oxpenso of thcir mointemanco
Ll oy
veTE8LY

€
(&

L)

r shell be borne try the senlicent.
) z

The erowsings of the Lollowlag streets siaaell e

protocted by o humen floguan for 24 howe a day: Sen Fermsando Street,

-

.Park Avenve -, Sexn Sulvudor Streset, Sird avenuo, Delims Avenue

o

w

ond WILliow Strect.
- ] St. . )
(6) The croscing of San Carlos/ choll be protocted by two

huzen Deogmen for 24 hours o day.

: . : e by applicant at
(7) Barriers’shallibe lawfully erectedits right of my

the following streets oo : 56 Lngt n not be usod

- A kS - - | fm o
erozcinys: Sine Lireet, INVE Streev,

-

-

rood Letween Naoglee Avenue
3 e et o b etae ot 4a of way . -
ang Zome Strect ox the north side of its right-wma Tholl dedieste
scwme o 3 ity of San J0SC.
sholl construet o rood parsllel with it
th thereof Detween Zird Strect and Jerome Sireet
agt to the Clly of Suon Josc.
Anplicmnt sholl construct o o4rect sorallel with its
ereo Bhevween Ielmos Avenue oxnd
dedicate some Vo the City of Son Joose
Pormicsion to 3¢ Lelong Street 1o g':htod unon the
2t Lo » vhe corner of the lobv zoxrth-
gtreet be built parallel with the

-

lroad reservetion on the vn side of 1t between Wil

ci low ivenue
trect o Lhy 56 eets be dedicated to the City

]




(12) Applicent shall comstruct & Street on the northeast
side of its right of way betweenr Bartlett and Goodyesr Street and
dedicate same to the City of San Jose.

(13) Permission to cross Sunnyside Avenue is grented upon

condition that this crossing be oonstructed at right sngles across

the track midway between the center line of Sunnyside Avenue and
Lick Avenue.

(14) Pormission 1s grented for the crossing of Lick Avenue
sebject to the condition mentioned above snd upon the Lrwxrther condition
that a street be graded on the south side of the track between
Sunnyside Avenue and Iick Avenue and dedicsted to the City of San Jose.

(15) Applicant shall comstruct a street from Floyd Street
to. Almaden Avenue on the north side of its track and dedicate this
gtreet to the County. .

(16) The sutomatic flagman to be erected for the protection
of Almado.ﬁ Road shall be installed in the nmiddle of the highway.

(17) ‘Permission to ecross Stone Avenue 18 granted only upon
condition that the crossing of Tully Ros¢. snd the orossing known as
the Schuetzen Park crossing of the prescn’ main line of the Southern
Pocific Company be closed and sbandoned a: public highway orossings.
Applicant shall install o buman flagmer atv this crossing dwring the
hours the Oak E1ll Cemetery is open. ' |

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED, That the crossing at West Santa
Cliara Street, or the Alamede, shall De mede by eeparating grades
substentially in accordance with the revised plsaa for grade
geperation filed with the Commission by spplicent or with the plams
filed by the City of San Jose. The expemse of this sepsration shall
be borne as follows:-

(1) Damage sccruing to the property of Southern Pacifie
Company by reacon of the construction of this subwsey shall be dorne
by Southern Pacific Company.

(2) The expense of ocaring for its tracks dwring the course
o‘i’ construction amd lgying 1ts tracké in the subway after its
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completion, together with all expenses incident thereto, shall

be borne by Sen Jose Rellrosds. All other expmnse except that in-
conmection With the track work of the Southern Pacifie Compsny,
shall be borme fLifty (650) per ocent ‘ny'SOnj:ner;a Pooific Conmpany,
toirty-five (35) per cent by City of Sen Jose and f£ifteen (15)
per cent by Santa Clara County or the State Highway Commission,

a8 the lega; rights in the premises of the two latter parties

may hereafter appear. .

-The Commission resorves the right to wmake such further
orders relative to the location, oonstrucpion. operation,
maintensnoe and protection of saild crossings ss to it msy seem
right and proper apnd to revoke its permission if, in its Judgment,
the public convonience and necessity demend such action.

The foregoing opinion snd order sre hereby approved and
ordered fled ss the opinion and order of the Railrosd
Coummission of the State of California.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 20th day of

Moyt 1916.

/N

COmﬁiaaionera.




