
:;)ecision No. 

Compla inen t, 
V$.' 

SIE":~! ;"1I~Wi~I DOIi?A~ry OF 
01J.IPO?J§I.A. 

Defendant. 

1'1 "J;;' ......... 

(-, '~n0~D' ~ ~ , ") r i ~ 1 
:! I I,J A 'i 
t i. ,: ! (Q' / I [./. ri /IJ'\ y. I ~ n 
-...:..'/ 'J l,/ \.J : \ Ii"',. I -". ~ ..• : U L '..;::1 

Case No. 910. 

Chas. ~. Snydor for compl~in3nt 

Fletcher G. 1'lallerty :for d.eiend.snt 
GO?DO!~ 9 Co::::u:::.;!. sS1oner. 

o ? I N ION. 

:his complaint. ~hich was filed ~ith the Commission on 
Ja~uo=y 26, 1916, 8~d is ~ho outgrowth of on 1ntorcsl complaint, 

:J llege s t J::c t the rsilroa d. line \7b.ich tho defond~nt c o::lpony 

operates oetween Jernosto ..... m snCi. Angels, cro:.:ses ~ county road at 8 

point neDr tbe south "oo'Wlo.ary o:C Sec~ion ~\ourtoen, in :'o'VJJ:lship ~o 

North of Range ~b.irteen Eest of Hount 'Diaolo .33$0 8:0.0. li:eridian, 

o 
CD 
Ox:' --,', . 
• :<' 

~", . 
~.~~ , 

Z' 
0, 

i~ 

~ 

CO'U...'"lty o'! C818ver~n:. in such s manner as to mke the cl'O ssmg d.8ngerou~L 

and inconvenient to travelers and to constitute a pUblic nuisance. 

Compl$in~nt asks the Commisoion to order defondant to construct a 

grDic soperation Aero in lieu of this crossing. 

~he service of the Sierra Railway Compony oval' this line 

concistc of one regul:lr train €loeb. ~y ;per o..syand. two or tb.ree extrs 

trains per month. ~he operation of trains is carried on at an 

e~coed1ngly slow speed and over tho crossing in question road tr~ffic 

is not excessive. ~b.e grad.e of a :tJ.f)roa cb. on the do'wn-b.1ll Side is 

obo':.:.t 19 per cent? $nd. is steep enough. on the up-hill side so tba'c 

vohicle tra~fic:loy~s $croze it at very slow speed. It d.eveloped 

at ~he hosring ttot no accident bDs ever happened Dt this crossing. 

To aoo11sh the grs de crossing ~nd s0p8X'9te gro des at t.b.is 

point i".; will be nace SStJ ry to use gre dez of e .:.~p=oea cb. as st eepos 



l01)0r Cel'lt one. e";on 'With tho~c opp:'ot;)chos no favorable alignment 

can '00 secured Dnd. the cozt of tre grad.e soparotion will amount 

to so~ :;;8,000. Several \",'i tnc;,sses 'Wero of the opinion thst if 

the ·pro:;;ez:.t grede of approach of 19 per cent on t.b£J dO'ovn-hill side 

of the cro :;·si:'lg were reduced to 12 pel" cant. tMs croszing i"lould. be 

satisfactory in its presont location. I/';y OV/Xl judg~ nt co nfirms 

this opinion. ~he pro~ent rosd on which this crossing is 

loc~ted. is too msin ros:1 between Angels, $no. Jamestown and Sonora .. 

It vms built ::::lDny yesI'::;; sgo, is 'U..'"l1mpl·oved. am 1:.9$ cany stee:p gr.r;o..es 

an::l S.ba rp cur\"e c. ~he 100t su.bway wbich could be S0cured.. l3I5 I oove 

6a io.., v/oulcl .b.a ve ste 01' grs do z snd. poor elignrr.0 nt and I am 

~ ti ~f:to 0. thst it ";";0 uld not long ::: ervc i tz lYlJ."'"P 0 SEt. I am, there for e, 

unwilling to recommend an oriel' requiring an e;,::~en di uu-o of 

~~S,OOO. for the construction of s submy. 

It is "~he belie! ot the comple:lnant s thD t 'before tho 

railrosdvlCz built the gr~de at tr,e site of the crossing was no 

greater than tbbt WAi ch ex:l..sts Dt other ploccs on this I' oad ani that 

the reilrosa compo~y s.b.o~a, therefore, boar ~he entire expense of 

muking :::~cb. cb.:Jnges in the b"l'scles of spproach as are neco:;;;&lry. 

nefaDA~nt dcnic~ thst it ~tericlly increasod these grades when its 

line was buil t ~Zl6. believes thst the county should bear 1). portion 

of any e~:pens e to be incurred. 

~he rsilro~d. wos 01.:.11t ::lome fourteen year:.:; ago sm it is 

impossible .::It this d.ste to determine the conditio~ of the rooo. $t 

1..:10. it is not of greDt 1mportooce. Cono. itio:c.s MVC 

existed 8$ they erc today Since the rood wn~ built, and now that 

tbe:v should bo ic,)ro\-ed tho rc seems to be no ross on v;b.y both pert 1e s . . 
s.b.o.ud. not sbo rG in tbe e::-.9cn::; o. 

It vros est1:rcted tbat s tVlelve :per cent gre de could. 'be 

secu.rea. to'm-lro. ~ge16 froe the crossing, for some distance dom tho 

hill, at a cost of ~700. j. roa d on this grsd.e would very muoh 

relieve tb.e dt.ulB'GrOUS condition complained. of but it would. still 

'Oe necesssry tor ve.b.icles to cro~ too trscks 5t slow s:ceed ond 

would not intro:::'uce 8 new element 0 f donger on thct & ccount • 
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I believe th!lt 'Cbis 'M:)ri: should. be dono by the cou.nty Dna. that tbo 

rsilrosd company ~bould psy to the county one-bslf of tho estimated 

co~t o~ thiz work, or ~~S50. t when it is coopleted .. ~he cross1ng 

should. remain in its 3lrezen~ locetion end thore should. be at least 

50 feet of s grade not e:cceecli:l.g four per cent on the dom-hill 

side o'f the gro d.e and. tho next ZOO feet s bould not excee d s gra de 

of t','lcl ve pc::" cent. Except for theSo I believe no ±~ther con-

di tions should. '00 impo sed. by the COt'lmission. 

! roco::mend the following ~o:rtl of ord.er:-

o :R D E g. 
COmr~Y OF Cl.1._~.I.'VE:u.S hSv"ing :::i 1 ed \7 i tb. the Cor:.mis sion 

e complaint sgainst :) cro$ins o! tho Sierra Rsilvmy Com)?~ny of 

C~lifornic with s county rooe., hereinbefore d.escri'bed.. and a heo:r-

ir.g having been hola., end. the COt:llD.ission having foun:! tb.st the con-

a.it:1ons cooplsined. of can $ni shoul:i bo :remedied. in the menoor out-
, . " 

11ned. in the foregoing .o,Pinion; end. the Commission furthe:r be-

lieving that the Sierrs R8il\"JOY Com~ny of Celifomia s.b.ould. con-

tribute $ :portion o:f the cost of the construction necesso:ry, sUbject 

to certain e onditions. 
!~ IS :B:S?.E:3Y O?!lERED thtJt w.ben the County of Cslsveres Shall 

neve i'DlJ?roved this croseing in suc.b. e m~mner t.b.~t the grades of 

~pp:roach on the side of tho eroscing to'\'1Srd. Angels s.bsll not exceed. 

four per cer.:.t for the ~irst fifty feet end. twelve Fa cent ='or the 

next tbree hund.red. feet. tho Sier:r3 Roilvroy compeny of caliior.nia 

shall psy to t.bc County of Csl~ver~ls the SU''Ill of :;~Z50 .. 8S its 

::h!!re of the oj.."'PC:l.se of this con~truction. 

IT IS RE?EBY HT.2TB?R OR]:3:?ED, Too t t.l::e Commission reserves 

the right to make such i'urtb.or orders regarding the c:rces1Ilg 

involvec1. in this complaint cs t:l9y $ppea:r to it to "00 :right and 

-z... 



~he forc30ing opinion snd o:l:'der SIre hereby DPprovcd. end. 

ordered til cd 8 S the 0l:linion and. or dol" of the ?eilrosd. 

Cor::::.:ission o'! the stSlte of Cslifornis. 

6-~· d"'y Dated ot san 3'ro r.c i800. CD l1tornis, this -'""_'-_ ... 

Of.~ lSlo. 

CO'CltU as ioner s. 
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