Decision No. .

DEFORE QEE RLITROLD COILIIBSION OF MEE SMACE OF CATL

COUNTY OF CATLLVERAS,

g7 ON #pIReea

Complainent,
ve.

SIZRR~ RALLTAY OOMPANY OF
CATIPORNIA,

vefendant,

Caze XNo. 910.

et N M e e et e el e s

Ches. . Snyder for comploinant
Tletckher G. IMeherty for defendsnt
GORDON, Comuissioner,

O 2 INZION.

This compleint, which was filed with the Commission on
Janusry 26, 1916, snd 13 the outgrowth of an inrormsl conplaint,
olleges tiet tae roilroad line which the defendent ¢ ompony
overetes betweon Jemostown snd Angels, crowses ¢ cownty road at a
point neor the south boundary of Section fourteen, in Cownship Two
North of Range Tairteen Xast of Mount Disvlo Saseo ani &erihian,
Couniy of Csluverss, in suck @ monner s to0 meke the crossing dangerous..
8nd lanconvenient 10 travelers and to constitute s puwblic nuisance.‘
Complainent ssks the Commission to orxrder defendsnt to construct s
grade seperstion hero in lieu of this crossing.

Che gervice of the Sierrs Rsilwey Compony over this line
congcisve 0f one regular trsin esch ™oy per dzy end two or three exir
trains per month. The opergtion of treins 4is cerried ox at an
exceedingly slow speed and over the crossing in guestion rosd troffic
i not oxceceive. The grsdo of syprooch on the down~hill cside is
about 19 ver cont, snd is steep edough on the up~hill side %0 That
vohicle tralfic moves scroce 1t at very slow speed. It develoyed
et the reoring timt no gceident ass ever Aaspgpened ot this crossing.

Do gbholish the grado crossing snmd ceperste grodes st this

point iv will De necessury Vo use grades of s gprosch @5 steep o3




10 poer cent and even with thosc apmrosches no Ffavorsble alignment
csn 00 secured and the cost of the grode sewsrstion will smount
to some :8,000. Seversl witnesses were of the opianlon that Iif
The ‘precert grede of spprosch of 19 per cent on the down-hill side
ol the crossing were reduced to 12 per cont, thlis croscing would be
satisfgectory in its present locstion. | Iy own Jjudgment confirms
this opinion. The prosent rosd on which this crossing is
locsted 1s tho main rood bvetween Angels, snd Jamestowmn snd Sono0za .
It wos buillt zmony years sgo, is uniwproved onmd L9s mony steep grsdes
and charp curves. The vest subway which could be secmred, w5 I have
ssld, wonld asve steep grydec snd poor slignuwext snd I sm
cgticfied thet 1t would not long serve itc purpose. I am, therelore,
umwilling ©o recommend sn order requiring en expenditure of
v8,000. for the comstruction of 8 subwmey.

It is the belled of Thoe compleinants that vefore the

reilroad woi bullt the grode st the site of the crossing was no

grester then thet which exists at other places on tals rosd snxd thst

the reilrosd compony should, therefofe, besr the entirc expence of
mexzing cuch chonges in the grades of approsch 85 are necesssry.
Defondant denies thst 1t matericlly inerecasod these grades when its
line wee Dbullt ond volieves thot the county should Dbesr g portion
of sny expeﬁse to be incurred.

The reilrocod was dullt some fourdteen years ego snd it 1s
impossiblie ot this date to determine the condivion of the rosd ot
that time. And it is not of grest ilmportence. Cond itions have
existed g they erc tolay siﬁce the rosd was built, and now tihat
they should be lmproved thore seemc to be no reasson way both perties
should not chore in the exgenso. '

It wes estimsted tihast o twelve nar cent grade could be
secured, toward Angele from the crossing, for some distence down tho
h111, a8t 8 cost of 4£700. 4 rosd on this grede would very much
relieve the dsngerous condition compleined ¢f but it would £t1ll

be necesssry <oxr vehicles o cross the tracks gt slow speed snd

would rot introiuce s new element of donger on thot secount.
[ R




I believe thet this work should be done by the county snd thet the
roilroad compeny should pay to the county one-~holf of the estimsted
. eoet 0f %tais work, or u350., when it is completed. The crossing
cshould remain in ite Drecent locstion and there should be at leest
50 feet of a grade not excecding four per cont on the dom-hill

the groede snd the next 300 feet should not exceedla grade
0L twelve per cenv. Sxcovt for theso I believe no further con-
ditions should be iuposed by the Commission.

T recommend the following Zorm of order:-

COUATY QOF CALLAVER £iled with the Commission

a complaint agsinst s c¢rossing of > Sierrs Reilwsy Compsny of
Colifornic with s covaty rood, hereinbefore described, and 8 heor-
irg heving been hold, end the Commission hsving Zound thet the con-
2itions compleoined of can snd should be remedled in the wenner out-
lined in the foregoing.opinion;‘sﬁd the COmmissioﬁ furfhér e~
lieving thot the Sierre Railwsy Coumpany of Colifoxmis should con~
tridute ¢ portion of the cost of the construetion necesSsary, sub Jeet
to ¢ertain conditions,

IT IS HREZESY ORDERED thav vben the Copnmy of Calaverss shall.
have improved this croseing im such & msnner thot the grades of
aporoaci on the.side of tho croscing towsrd Angels shell not excecd

four per cert for the Lirst £ifty feet snd twelve per cent for the

next tarec hundred feet.the Sierrs Reilwey Compeny of Californis

chall poy to the County of Csoleverss the sum of &£350. 8¢ its

shore of the oxpense of this conctruction.

7 1§ EEREBRY FURCHNR ORDERED, That tie Commission reserves
the right tolxmke cuch further orders regarding the cresing
involved ia this compleint ¢ may sppesr to it 1o vo right snd

DIOVEL




Dhe forepoing opinion ond order sre hercby spproved and

ordercd filed ss the opinion and oxrder of the Rallroad

Comulssion of the Stote of Callifornis.

Doated st San Troncisco, Collfornis, thies 55 = day
of 1916
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Comuissioners.




