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BY THE COMMISSION.

OPINION

This is an application by NORTH FORX DITCH
[PANY for an order authorizing an increase in the

rates charged for water sold by petitioner in whet
is kmown as the Cardwell Colony.

plicant 1c now entitled to charge its com-

sumers in Cardwell Colony Twenty (£20.) Dollars pexr

niner’s inch year for water delivered at the Penstock

Reservoir, collections being made from individuel con~
SUmMeTrse

It hac purchosed from Philip S. Driver and B.

ON uoisioad

Tehe




F. Driver. the pipe line system mow being used to dis=
tridute weter to Cardwell Colony and claims that the
putchaae. rehabilitation, maintenence and operation of
this gystem entitle the applicant to charge the individ-
ual consumers of Cardwell Colony the rate charged to |
consumers on the Main ditch and laterals, or Thirty
($30.) Dollars per miner's inck year.

A public hearing im this proceeding was held
at Folsom on June 7, 1916, Evidence was presented by
petitioner herein and in behalf of consumers in Card-
wéll Colony. |

In Decision No, 3165, decided March 17, 1916,
the Railroad Commission suthorized the rates which
should be charged by applicaznt to all of its consuxers.
The rate provided for the consumers of Csrdwell Colony
was Twenty ($20.) Dollers per miner's inch year, onme
miner's inch being equal to 1/50 cubic foot per second.
The rates as set were intended to be such as would give
e fair rate of roturn on the cost of the property then
owned and opersted by the Company. It appesrs taat the
increase in rate from Twenty ($20.) Dollars to Tairty
(§30.) Dollers per miner's inck year in Cardwell Colony
ig urged solely on account of the additional aznnual
charges due %o the control by the Company of the Card~
well Colony Pipe System.

No appraisal of this distribution ripe system

was presented at the nearing. According to the 6vi-

dence its cost by purchase to the North Fork Diteh Come-

peny wes $1,000. The Compeny's eﬁgineer. George S.




Nickerson, testified that it wounld be necessary to spend
from $4,000. to $5,000. in the next few years to rehabile
itate the pipe lines in the colony. But it appears that
the greater vart of tais expense would be due to gervice
to a larger number of consumers than exist at present.

As pointed out by Mile E. Brinkley, one of the Commis~-
sion's engineers, the yrincipael cxpense to give adequate

gervice to the existing consumers would be the installa-

U100 07 meterg and rapaing whisn would alindrste the oy~

cesn leakage now occourring in the nivo Lines.

£t tho hearing, the rvetitioner made no olaim
that they be allowed interest on their investment in
the distributién ripe system of Cardwell Colony. It
apyears that the capacity of the main pine lines 4if
properly repvaired ie much grecter than is necessary
Lor the prosent consumers arnd the company is conteant
with an inorcase in rates,which irncresse will pay the
expense of operating this distridution system.

The compeny introduced evidence in roegard to
trhe probable annual expense of maintenance and opera~
tion of the Cardwell Colony pipe system. Tho lowest

estimate of Mr. Nickorson was $200. per year for read-

ing meters, operating the cystem ond keeping up repairs.

An allowance of $200. per annum sppears t0 be reasonadle
to the present consumers for maintenance and operating
expenses 0f the Cardwell Colony pipe system.

The testimony showed thet applicatims for water
snownting to twelve or fifteen inches had been received

‘rom the colonigts this ceacon and thet the probable




total applications would amomnt to fwenty inckhes.
Tae increase in rete of $10. per miner’'s inch yeer,
due to the operation of this distridution system,
world give {§200. additioral revenue per year on the
basis of twenty inches umse. This appears to be jJust
sufficiexrt to pay the operating expenses of the dig-
tridbution system end juetifies the increase in rate‘
to $30. per miner's inch year.

Evidence wasg presenéed by the consumers to
the effect that thoy could not afford to psy an in=-
crecced rate and would have to leave their ranches
1 the £30. rate was rut in effect. On investization
0f this claim, however, it is fomnd that the rates
p2id by the consumerson the main diteh and laterals
of the Northf?ork Ditch Company are thae same as the
rate which the petitioner asks for Cardwell Colony.

As these communities adjoin Cardwell Colony sund nave

raid these rates for many years, this claim dooes not
appesxr to be well founded. There has been complaint
of service among the colonitcts and the petitioner
tas declered its intention of improving the service
by repsiring the pipe lines and instelling metérs;

80 that the colonists may be able to obtaln the water

for which they are churged. The increase in rate
horein ostabliched is fixed with the understaniing
thet the company will be required to provide sdequate

gervice.




OCRDER

NORTE TORK DITCE COMPANY having applied to
the Rallroed Commiseion for an order autﬁorizing sn
increase in tho rate charged by said company for wa-
ter sold in Cardwell Colony,

£nd & public hearing having been held here-

in,

THE RATLROLD COMMISSION HERIBY FINDS A4S 4
FACT that the rate now charged by North Fork Ditch

Company in said colony is wnjust and unressonsble in
g0 far as 1t differs from the rate herein established,
and that the rate herein established is s just amd
reasonable rate to be charged by Noxth Fork Ditch Com~
pany in Cardwell Colony.

Basing its order on the foregoing finding df
fact and on the findings of fact contained im the opin~
ion which precedes this order,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the North Fork
Diteh Company be, snd the same is hereby, suthorized
to file Witk the Railroad Commission the £ollewing
irrigetion rate to be charged in cérawell Colony:

Tairty ($30.) Dollars wer miner's inch year.

The term miner's inch used herein means one-fiftieth

eubic foot per second.

Dated at San Francisc Californiq;ggqia;éézaﬁi
day of June, 1916. IC??%kzéa \;27, y ﬁu{f;< »

Conmissioners




