s’ ORIGIEAL

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIPORN

w=maOQ0man

In the matter of the applicetion
of INYO LIVESTQCK ASSQCIATION
and INTERSOATE TELEGRAPE COVRAWY

'ON uoistoeq

*

Lz

for an order fixing rates on tele=~ - Application No. 22%54.

phone and telegraphic messages of
the former end fixing terminal
charges for intexrchange of dusiness
between those applicants.,

Isaac B. Potter for applicants.

BY THE COMMISSION:

CPINIOXN.

INYO0 LIVESTOCK ASSOCIATION, & voluntery as-

soclation of stock men organized for thelr mutusl advan~

tage and protection, owns a telephone line about 45 miles
long in Inyo and Tulare counties, located Principally in
the Sierrs Nevads mountains. It applies to have estabe-
lished & rate applying over its own lines only of 26¢ for
telephone conversations of five minutes or less, and 26¢
for eack additional five minutes or fraction thereof,

and a rate of B5¢ for similar periods for conversations

between ztations om its lines and stations on the lines




in Tone Pirne, belonging to the Interstate Telegraph Company.
Both spplicants seek approval of an agreement between them by
which Interstate Telegraph Company is to be paid a terminal

cherge of 6¢ on each tolephone call or telegram passing over
the lines of the agsociation and originating or terminating

at the Lone Pine exchange of the telegraph company.

The association's line was built in the
spring of 1913. Certain membera contriduted $1800, about
£200 of which was in labor, and the forest service of the
government contriduted $800 in momey and about $400 in labor.:
There are nine instruments in service, of which 8ix belong
to the forest service and three to individusls on the line.
It is planned to install and comnect two additional instru-
ments in the nea& future, esch of which will require the
building of about two miles of line. The so-called main
1line extends from Lome Pine through Tunnel Rangers Station
to Monachee with a line from Tumnel Rangers Station to Kern
River and one from Turnnel Rangers Station southerly about
10 mileg. The line was Jointly built with the understand-
ing that the forest service for its officisl bueinees shonld
rave the free use of the system, maintain and repalr it, sund
pay half the salary of the only operator, located st Tnnnpl
Rangers Station; end further that the arrangement may be
terminated by either party in whick event the line is to

be divided, the association taking over the so-called main

1ine from Lone Fine to Monachee and the forest service tak-

ing over the other lines. Because of the high altitudes
and the storme snd snows, the line is subject to considerable

damage during the winter sessons and is operated ususlly




only from about June 15th to September 15th or October

let, although service ended last year on September 4th.
The cost of repairs each spring 1s about $40. The ssle
ary of the operator is $20 per month of which the associa~
tion pays half. The low salary is mede possible by the
faot that the line requires only the incidental etten-
tior of the ranger's wife or an employee of the forest
- gervice. The foreat service uses the line in connec-
tion with its work, particularly in the prevention of
forest fires, and the line 1s used by stock men for com-
munication with their stock campe in the mountains, and
considerably by touristis cemping or traveling in the vi-
cinity. Heretofore the public has been allowed the free
use of the line. N
Messages passing over the line last
season, exclusive of those releting to the forest service,
would have produced the sum of $69.15 if the rates applied
for had been in effect at that time and no conversation
had exceeded the mimimum limit of five mirmtes, distributed

a8 Tollows:

25¢ messsges 35¢ messages Total
June 20 to July 21 - 8 b3 6l

July 21 to August 20 4 94 98
Auguet 20 to September 4 42 42

Applicants consider that rates for overtime periods,
i.e. for conversations whioch may exceed the maximum time al-

lowed for minimum rates, if based upon periods of one minute




a8 18 the usual practice among telephone companies, would
not be practlicable for the service in guestion, largely be-
cause of the 4ifficulty of aceurately checking the time ocon-
sumed.They urge & rate for overtime periods on the same basis

as to time allowence that is proposed for the minimum or

nit{a] rates. ™ view of the limited facilities for oheck-
ing the business and of the conditions existing in applicant’'s

territoxy, we see no obJection to the adoption of this method
of computing overtime charges.

The Association proposes to estadbligh &
reguirement that all conneotions between instruments on the
association's lines shall be made through the operator, so
that & check on oonvereationé and proper charges msy be made.
Applicents believe such & requirement can be readily enforced,
although stations on the assoocistion's lines can in fact com-
municate directly with each other without the ald of the opera-
tore

Applicants sgree that the terminal
charge is to apply orly to local calls between Lone Pine and
stations on the association's lines. On long distance calls,
the texminal charge will be sbsorbed in the %oll rates so that
the established toll charges of Interstate Telegraph Company
will be maintained,  When ¢alls pass between stationg lo-

cated on the association’s lines and stations located beyond

Lone Pine, the 25¢ rate Lfor the usé‘of the sssocf ation®s lines

will spply in addition to the established toll ratos of the
Interstéte Toelegrapk Company or other commecting lines beyond
Lone Pine. Interstate Telegraph Company estimates its ocost
of terminal service to be slightly in excess of 64.




A 10¢ terminal charge by the association for a scrvice
costing Lt 6¢ will be authorized only because of the
partionlar conditions existing in its case, and the fsot,
which appears without & wvaluation of its property, fhax

the probedble return of less than 1% on the origiral invest-
ment by the association will not he c¢wmpensatory.

The association does not seek to compete
with Interstete Telegraoph Company £or business in Lone Pine.
It has only one station within the exchange limite of the
company's Lone Pine exchange, that being in the office of
the forest ranger in Lone Pine. Free service is given this
station for officisl business of the Forest Service in se-~
cordance with agreement with United States Department of
Agriculture, Forest Service. Such free service t¢ a dbranch
of the government is authorized under seoction 17 of the
Public Utilities Act dy order applying to public utilities
0f the State in Case No. 293, (Vol. 2, Opiniongsand Orders

0% the Railroad Commission of the State of Californis, p.
73.)

INYO LIVESTOCK ASSOCIATION having
applied to the Reilroad Commission of the State of Califor-

nla for authority to establislh rates on telephone and tele=
graph messages passing over its lines, and it, with Inter=
state Telegraph Company, heving applied for authority to e8-
tablish a terminal charge for telephone calls or telegraph
messages passing over the lines of said Inyo Livestoock
Assoclation and originating or terminating upon the locel
lines of Interstate Telegraph Compeny at Lone Pine, and

& pudlic hesring heving been held thereon,




IT7 IS HEREBY ORDERED that Inyo Iivestocik
Assoclation be énd it is heredby aunthorized end empowered
to establish a rate of 25¢ for telephone or telegraph meg8~
sages8 between all stations on its lines except its sta-
tion in the office of the forest ranger in ILone Pine; and

a rate of 35¢ to or from all points on its lines for tele-~

pbone or telegraph messeges originating or VeyRiNating Withs

in the exchange limits of Interstate Telegraph Compeny ut
Lone Fine; said rates to spply to conversations of £ive
minutes or less, end like rates to apply to each sddition-
sl five minutes of fraction thereof; sald Inyo Livestock
Assoclation to file a schedule of said rates, and ite rules
and regulation;s, with the Commission within thirty (30)
days from the date hereof.

Inyo Livestock Assocliatlion is authorized to
pay end Interstate Telegraph Compsny is authorized to re-
coive amd collect & terminal charge of 64 for each telephone
or telegrsph message passing over the lines of Inyo Livestock
Association and originating or terminating at any subscriber’s
station within the exchange limits of Interstate Telegraph
Company's exchange at Lone Pine, except only the station in
the office of the forest ranger in Lone Pine, when that sta-
tion is used for the official business of the forest mexvice.

IT? IS HXRERY DECLARED that public convenience

and necessity require that Inyo Livestock Association es=-
tablish and maintein a subscriber's station in the office
of the forest ranger of the United States Forestry Service,
within the exchange limits of Interstate Telegraph Company's
exchange at Lone Fine for the official bdusiness of the fore-
o8t cervice bﬁt not elsewhere oxr for any other purposes with-

in sald exchange limits,.




This order is made upon the .following comditions

end rot otherwise, to-wit:

l. The suthority herein granted to establish
& schedule of rates shall not be considered or treated in any
proceeding before this Commission or any other pudlic au~
thoritylas & finding by this Commission of actual value of
any property described herein for rate fixing purposes or
for any purposes other than those of the present applice-
tion.

2. The only telephone station upon the lines
oX Inyo Iivestock Association which may be established and
naintained within the exchange limits of Interstate Tele-
graph Company's exchange at Xone Pine is the station in the
office of the forest ranger of the United States Service

located at Ione Pine.

Dated at Sem Freneisco, Californis, this//szé%;,
day of June, 1916. 4;3%2;7
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GSBmissioners.




