
Decision No. I 
BEFORE '...'.:'..8 P.AILROAD CO~!ISSION OF TEE S!rA...'"E OF CALIFORNIA. 

In the matter of the applioation of 
Northern California Powor Company, 
Consolidated, for a certificate that 
publio convenionce and neoessity re­
quire the exercise of righte and 
pr1~leges under a proposed franch1se 
fro~ the county of Yolo. 

BY ~E:ECO~!ISSION. 

o PIN ION. 
----~ ...... ---

Applioetion No. 2320. 

This is an applioation of Northern California Power 

Company, Consolidated, a oorporation, for an order of the Rnil­

rosd Cocmise1on declaring that it will upon a~~lication, issne 

a certificate th~t the present and fttture publi0 convenienoe 

and necessity require the ~xercise by said corporation of righte 

and pri v1leges undor So franchise for which it has applied to 

the County of Yolo. 

A public hearing was held in San FranciSCO on Jnne 

15, 1916. From the evidence it appears that applioant is en­

gaged in the bUSinesS of generating, transmitting and distri­

buting electrio energy in the counties of Shasta., Tehama, Gle:cn, 

Butte, Colusa and Trinity, and of distributing water for domes­

tic ~poses in the munioipalities of R~dding and WillOWS, and 

of generating ~d distributing artifioial gas in the munioi­

:palities of Redding, Rod :Bluff and Willows; that a number of the 
, 

reSidents of the town of Dunnigan, Yolo county and its vicinity 

-1-

o 
CD 
() -. (I) _. 
o 
:l 

Z 
!J 

it 
IN' 



are desirous of obtaining olectric energy from applicant, and 

tAet there is no electric service of ~ kind or Character now 

being rend.ered. in the town of D'w:J.n1gan or its vioini ty. It 

ruther appears that certe.1n residents of Dtm.u1gan b.e.vo, wi th-

out avail, endeavored. to induce tb.o Pacific Gas & Eleotric Com­

p~y to extend its serVice trom Howells POint, and that there­

upon they e~p11ed to applioant for such sorvice through in-

formal ~roce0d1ngs instituted before this Commission. Accord-

ing to the testimony offered by epplicant as well as that of 

soveral witnesses residing in or near nunnigan, it fUrther appears 
.I 

that there is an activo demand for elec~ric service in this dis­

trict and that its introduction Will materially benefit this com­

munity. 

In DeCision No. 123, In the matter of the a~plicet1on 

of Oro Electric Corporation :for a certifioate of public eonve~ 

nienco and necessity, etc., (datod Jnly 3, 1912 and reported in 

Vol. 1 Opinions and Orders of the Railroad Commission of C811-

forn1a, p. 253), Como1ssioner Thelen stated: 

"As to Yolo County, applicant asks for this 

COmmission's oe:rtif1oate for the ent1r.e count~. 

The Paoifi0 Gas & Eleotric Company is a~ present­

se:rVing the C1t~ of Woodland and a limited terr1-

to:ry to the south and east the:reof but the entire 

:rer:l.S.1n1ng :portion of the eountr is Without any 

electric serVice ~Aatsoever. ~he teetimon~ shows 

great possibility for power development in this 

oounty, with some oonsiderable demsnd at ~ree0nt. 

APart from the City of Woodland I reoommend that 

the applioation be granted as prayed ~or". 

It further appears that Oro Eleotric Compan~ failed to 

exercise 1 te rights or privileges under t.he certifioate of :publio 
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oonvonienco and necoez1ty granted by said deCision, ana that 

Pac1£ic Gas & Eleotrio Co~any has not~ sinoo thnt date~ oxtondod 

its service to an~ new territory in Yolo Count~. }~lieant 

stated that it contemplates extending its se~V1ce as ra~1dly as 

praoticable throughout all thst portion of Yolo Count~ not at 

present served by the Paoifio Gas & Electric Comp~. 

Sinoe the filing of the above entitled application, 

Northern California Power Company, Consolidated, has applied to 

the County of Yolo for a franchise and, according to testimony 

of ~. F. B. Edson one ot the SttperV1eors of said county, there 

is a~~ently little doubt but what the franohise will be granted. 

While ordinarily this COmmission is averse to giVing a· certifi­

cate of public convenience and necessity to exercise rights and 

~riv1leges under a proposed franchiso which hns not ~et boon 

secured, nevertheless, in view o:e sll the circumstences in t:b.ie 

case, including the fact that no objection or protest was mAdo 

to this a~plieat1on and that re~sal to pass u~on t~ matter at 

this time would ~bject both applicant and the inhabitants of' 

Dw:lrJ.igan to an wmecesssry d.elay, we find that the applioation 

should oe granted subject to conditions set forth in the follow­

ing order: 

o R D E R. 
-~-.--

Northern C8.li!ol'nio. Po'Wor Co:npany, Conso11da ted, ha.V1ng 

applied. to this Commission for a deolarat1on that it Will upon 

application, issue a oertificate that the present and future pub­

lic convenience end nocessity reqUire the exercise by said cor­

poration of r1ght3 and priVileges under s franohise which it con­

tem~lates seouring fro~ the County of Yolo, and & publi0 hesr1ng 

having been hold, ~d the matter being now re~dy for docis1on, 
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thG Railroad Commission of C~liforn1a declares: 

T~at presont and ~ture public convenience and neces­

sity require the extension of the power line of Northern Cal1for­

nia ~o~cr Company, Con~oliaated, ~om Co110go City to Dunnigan, 

Yolo Co~ty, and tho fUrnishing by it of electric energy to all 

t~at ~ortion of Yolo County not now served by Pacific ~s & Elec­

tric Company, and the e~erc1ee within suc~ terr1torr of the rights 

and priv1leges Which may be granted under a franchise for which 

said corporstion has applied to tho County of Yolo; 

ProVided that ~on the gr~t1ng by tho County of Yolo 

of tho franchiso for which a~p1iestion has been msde as sot 

forth in the foregoing opinion, Northern California Power Com­

pany, Consolidated shall file With this Co~1ss1on a su~plomentnl 

application, under the provisions of Section 50 of the Public 

Ut111t1oe Aot, tor a oortif1cate that publi0 convenionce and neoes­

sity require tho exerciso by sa1"d corpora.tion o:t the rights and. 

privilogos under said franchise; 

iU~ PROVIDED FURTHER that Northern Californ1a Power 

Compeny, Consolidated shall before obtain1ng said oertificate 

of public convenience ana necessity have f~rst filed ~th this 

Comm1ssio~ a stipulation d~ly authorizod by 1ts Eoard of Direc­

tors, agreeing that Northern California Power Company, Consoli­

dated, 1ts suocessors and assigns will never cla~ before the 

Railroad Commission of the state of California or any other pub­

lic authority, any value for the franah1se gr~ted by said county 

of Yolo in excess of the aotual cost thereot, and shall have sc­

cured from this Commission a fnrthor supplemental order herein, 

declaring that ~~ch stipulation sat1s!actory to the R~ilroad 

Co~os1on has been filod; 
FU'R~FIER 

AND PROVIDED/that unless the co~ty of Yolo shall have 



granted to applicant on or before ~~r11 30, 1917, a franohise 

cover1ng the territory 1ncludod 1n tho proposed franchise above 

referred to, for which applicant has a.pplied to the Board of 

Supervisors of said Count~ of Yolo, then this order sAall be­

eome null and void. 

Da.ted at San Prs.noisco, Cslifornie., this ;;/ ~ ~ d.ay 

of J'tme, 1916. 

CoriiIii1s81oners. 
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