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GORDON, Commissioner.
QPINION.

In this complaint the Central Califomia Traction .
Company alleges that the provisions of a certain sgreement
covering the overation of two crossings of the complainant's

1ine with that of the Stockton Terminel end Eastern Reilrozad

Compeny iu the City of Stockton had beon cancelled by the de-

fendont company and the Commission is requested to order &
continuation of this egreement on the ground that it is for
the best interests of the traveling pudlic. 4 public hearing
on this case was held at Stockton on June 20, 1916, the metter
was submitted and is now reedy for decision.

At the time of construction of the Central Califorais
Traction Compeny's interurban line between Sacramento snd Stock-

ton its main line entered Stockton over the public highway lkmown
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85 Cherokee Lano and crossed the track of the Stocktoﬁ Terminal
and Zastern Rallroad on that highway. When the line was put in
operation the cars of the complainant, Central California Traction
Company, were brought to & stop before crossing the line of the
Stockton Terminal and Eastern Rallroad, while those of the latter
comparny crossed Cherokxee Laxe without meking a safety stop. Sub-
sequently & nev track wes leid by the Contral California Traction
Compony on yprivete right of way waich left Cherokee Lane and
croaged the tracks and private right of way of the Stockton Ter-
minal and Easterﬁ Reilrosd ot o point epproximately 500 feet east

of the old crossing. This new method of access to the City re-

lieved the Cherokee Lene crossing of most of the cars snd tralns

of the Trection Company, their local street car service in
Stockton, and some of their freight tralns. To facilitete the
hendling of the Traction Compeay's traffic over 1ts new mein

line an agreement was entercd into vetween the respective c&ﬁpanies
in Mareh 1912, whereby the trains of the mraction Company were not
recuired to stop at the xew crossing but could pass over it under
control. The trains of the Stockton Terminal and‘Eaatern.Railroad;
hovevor, were to make & safety stop before praceeding over the
crossing. It was provided in this sgreement that the treins of
the Stockton Terminal and Zastern were to psss over the Cherckee
Lave crossing under control but the cars and tralns of the
Traction Company wers to be brought to a full stop before passe
ing over tnis crossing. This agroement contolned & clause provide-
ing for its cancellation sfter 30 days' notice by either party.

Tw sceordonce with this clause in the agreement the Stockton

Teyminal and Bastorn Reilroad served notilce, under dote of Apxril

20, 1916, upon the Traction Compeny vhat the egreement would be
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revoked. Trne Central Califormis Traction‘éompany thereupon

filed this compleint. -

v,

The traffid oyer,the main-line of the Central Ceoli~

fornia Traction Company consists of 48 reguler passenger trsins
per dey, eack train usuelly consisting of one car. One froight
train each way is regularly opereted and there sre Lrom one 1o
two extra froight trains according to the volume o¥ business.

The everage freight train consists of eight cars, although iz
the fruit sesson longer trains are operated; one Instancoe boing
given where one trein of 28 cars had been opersted over tals
croa3sing.

The Stoekton Terminal and Zestern operates during
tho busy season, in addition to its scheduled passenger service,
two freight treins in each direction which aversge from 12 to 20
csrs. The Pregident of thet Company stated thet two collislons
hed occurred at the Cherokee Lone crossing end-his compsny hed
gbrogated the previously mentioned agreement becsuse the cars and
trains of the Centrel Californis Traction Company pessed over the
mein line crossing at such excessive speed that there was danger
of ar accident ocourring &t this point.

Titnesses for both compenles were inclined to rlace
mach weight on the legsl rigats of their respective compenies
under Vhe agreement which has beexn discussed. I am inclined to
think %het Section 42 of the Public Utilities Act, which gives the
Conmission wide powers over the stfety ;f public utility opera=
tion, wes included in the Lct to give the Commission full Juris-
diction in.just stch cases, and I propose to meke xy recommenda-
tions ratner on the brosder ground of public safety than on e
strict Iterpretation of the agresmert.

The conditions surrouxding these oroasings were
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thoroughly investigeted by the Commission and represontetives of
the engineoring department and service devartment both testified
at the heecring. There are, it seems, two things which can be
done to moke the operation of these crossings sefe. One is the
construction of an intorlocking plent and the otner is to reguire

tho trains of both companies to conme to & full stop at both cross-

ings.

4 completo interlociking plent wouléd cost from thirty-

five to forty thomsant dollers erxd is plainly not 4o be considered
at this time. Possidly some method 02 protection by meens oF hend
oporated deralls can be designed, whickh will afford shout the

same protvection a8 an interlocking plant, ot much less cost, and
the Commission will e ready to conasider eny r»loms 0f this soxt
which may be submitted to it, by voth companies Jointly, or by
olther company if they cannot agree. Iz the mesawalle safety

of operation cen vo secured only if bvoth companies sre required

to bring their trains or cars to & 2ull 3top before possing over
these crossings. It is olear vhat the safety of the vraveling
puolic and the omployees of the two companies i3 of much more
importance than the overating convenience which would be zained
by pernmitting elther company to run either of thoese crossings
without & selety stop.

There are several clumps of trees et znd near these
crossings walckh obscure thc view of trainmen and waleh ciould be
removed or trimmed high enough to rellieve this condition. This
xetter was previously token up with the companies Wy our soxrvice
doportment snd a2t the heoring it wes satated that this would be
done.

I rocommerd the following form oF orxder.

Contrzl Californic Traction Company koaving filed con-

t the Stoekton Termirnel and Eastern Rallroad Company
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LE vl QoL ) O VLGl Legquhlliyy Lo DRUVIGL
02 o cortain agreemat remording the operetion of two railrosd
croscings &t grede to remain in force; and 2o public hearing having
Yeor held and the Commission being fully sdvised in the prenmises,
IT IS HIREBY ORIDERTD, Thet the Central Californis Troe-

tion Compozy and the Stockton Rerminel and Eestorn Rellrosd Com-

pary skaell nereafter observe tha following regulations in the

operstion of cars and trains et the wwo roilrosd crossings 8t
grede in the City of Stockton, one at Chorokee Iene axd the other
g% & point syeroximetely 500 Leet east of seid Cherokee Lane;

(1) 411 treins or cers of voth companies shall de
brought to ¢ full stop at & dlstance of two undred (200) Zfeet
from the crossing, and shall net pass over the same until it has
beer ascertained that it {s sefc to 4o so.

(2) Sigmbozrds with the legend, "RAILR0LD CROSSING-
SNOPT shell be erccted by esch company along its own track at
approachesto osch crozsing, end these signs shell be located two
nundred (200) fcet from the crossing whaere the salfety stop is to

be made.

() Woen %reins o2 both compenies approdch o crossing
2% the seme time, vassonger trains of the Cexntral Califomis Trac-
tion Company shall have precedence over pogsenger or freight
trsins of the Stoockton Terminal snd Eastern Railroad Compeny, and
pessenger trains of the Stockton Terminal and Rastern Rallroed
Company Shell have precedence over the fref ght trains end street

cers of ihe Cemirel Celifornie Traction Company. Freight trains

of tho Stockton Terminsl and Hastern Reilroad Compeny shell have

prece&ence over froight trains, Preight motors anl streot cers of
the Central CaliZforals Trasction Compeny.

The Commission reserves tho right to malke such fartner

orders relstive to the oporation and protection of sald crossings

-
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83 to it may seem right and proper.

The foregoing opinion and ordoer are hereby approved and
ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Rallrosd Commission
of the State of Californis. ~

Dated at San Fremcisco, Californie, this 24 0!. day

of June, 1916.

Commissioners.,




