Decision Noe_ @L@U@ﬂMAi

RUTIIROAD COMUISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION )
of the Couwnty of Yolo, for an order )
suthorizing the construction of a %
)
)

Z'T'ZfﬁEON uois|oa(

crogsing at grade over and across Application No. 2220

the tracks of the Southera Pocific
Company, &t the tovn of Davis.

C. Ceo McDonald aend W. O. Russell, for applicant.
Goo. Do Squires fLor Southern Pacific Co.

Ae Go Balley for F. G. Schmeiser.

Je G. Greive, J. A. Herby in propria persona.

GORDON, Commiszsioner.

CRPINIONXN.

In this application the County of Yolo seeks permission

to construct Olive Street at grade over five tracks of the Southern
Pacific Compeouy about three hundred (300) feet west of the station
duilding iz tahe wnincorporated towm of Davis. A public nresring
was held oxn June 8, 1916.

The mein line tracks of the SouthemPacific Company
run through the soutiaerly side of Davis in o general northeasterly
and southwesterly direction. Prom the east edge of the town the
country road runs ocasterly parallel with the tracl, and adjacent:
to 1t, and on the opposite side of the track from this rocad 1is
one of the state highways which has recontly neer constructed,
in pert, and which, when it is completed, will run on the southerly
side of the track to o point sbout six huﬁdrod (600) feet‘westerly
from the croseing now proposed, c¢ross beneath the tracks ard follow

Lirst Front Streot and then Ash Street in Davis to the west. The
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cormission in en order sometime ago granted the Highway Commission

pormission to cross beneath the Southern Pacific tracks at the
loﬁation proposed.

At tho present time the two sldes of the track are
connected by & crossing known as the Anderson crossing four~-tenth
of o mile east of the proposed extemsion of 0live Street and the
opering of 0live Street will toke traffic from this crossing to
such an extent thet when 1t is opensd Anderson Street, in the
opinion of sll witnesses, can be closod and abandoned.

e Highwey Commission was not represented ot the
neering dut it is interested in this epplication es the ruling
of the Commission on the permiscion asked Ior hereln will materiale
1y affect the routing of 4he troffic which follows the State Eigh;
way until the uncompleted section trrough Davis, which includ.es
the subway, is finished. The position of the Eighway Commission
13 set facth in & letter to the Commission. It is the opinion
of thet body that the proposed crossing will be o much safer
crossing than the Anderson orossing end thet it will not be needed
when the State Highway subwey is.completod.

The Southern Pacific opposed the gronting of this
application on the grouad thet it has ordered the steel neces-
cery to build the subway ond that. the grenting of this appliot=-
tion would dclay its construction; and for the further reason

that the present inderson crossing is no more dangercus than

the crossing =t Olive Street would be. I cennot soce that
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the opening of 0live Street would in any way delay the construc=
+{on 0F the subway end thsot ooing the case, the cuestion is
whieh of these two crossings, the Anderson or the proposed Olive
Street orossing, will the better serve public convenience when
the compurative danger of the two crossings is taken into con=-
afderation. Dhnere 1s no question 1n my mind dut that the Olive
Street crossing is theone which should be opened. All of the
witnesses for the spplicent were of the opinion thot 1t would

be & safer crossing thun 1s the Laderson crossing and I agree

with thom. Of tho sixty regulsr treins which pess tarough

Devis, all dbut four stop a2t the Devis station. The 0live Street

crossing is ‘but three hundred (300) feet from the station while
the inderson crossing is over two thousend (2000) feot eway

and this, in itself, is evidence thev the Olive Street crossing,
waere ell but four freins necessarily pess ot slow speed, other
taings being egusl, would be the safer of the two crosdings.

nhe other conciderationms, however, are not egual. At the

Ainderson crossing mood traffic maxes two right engle turns, the

grades of approach are stoep, ard it 1s difficult for these reanm . .-
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sons for drivers to see approsching tralns. At the Davis crossing
traffic will epproceh the track on 3 practically level grade

in such & menner thet & good view can bo hed of treins coming
Prom either direction. The Lndorson crossing, in addition to

the bed Featuros mentioned, cx038esS four tracks, two of which,
the two outside trecks, are froquently ocoupled by cars stand- -
ing 8o close to tko crossing that no view can be obtained of

the center tracks until vehicle drivers are t00 close upon

thom to eneble them to stop 1f & traln is apnroachiig.

I have proviously seid tket 1f Olive Streot were opened




geross the tracks, the Anderson crossing should be closed.

It can ther be closed without inconvenicnce and waen the sub-?
way on the State Eighway is opened this Olive Street crossing
cen ve £lso closed. Althougk Olive Street will, as I have
said, meke & far safer crossing than ths Anderson crossing, the
lorge amount of road traoffic whick will uwse 1it, the number oI
trains which will pass over it aad the five tracks to be
orossed, meke it desireble that & humen flagmen should protect

it as long ac it is open. In view of the dengorous condition
existing ot the Andersom c¢rossing, which was thoroughly gone

{nto st the hearing, I am satisfied that if this crossing

remained open, it should be érotected by o haman f£lagmen, Slnce

1t will be closed with the opening of Olive Street, the same
protoction skould be sfforded the Clive Street crossiﬁg.

It 4is clear to e that when & subwey is constructed
the Olive Street orossing, whick 1s but six hundred (600) feet
ewey, should be closed. I om wawilling to recommend sn order
permitting the crossing to remaelz opex until the subway is duilt
as suck an order might kave & tondency to postpone its construction
but, as I am convinged that it will be built in e yeer from this
date, the Olive Street crossing should be permitted to romsin oOpex.
for thatlength of time. I the subwey Is not then buwilt, the
Cormission, 1L it deslires, can extend this time.

I rocommerd the following form of order.

Q2D E R

Commiscion for permission Vo construct OLive Street, at grade,
acrose the treciza of the Southern Pocific Compeny and o public
nearing noving been held snd it gppesring thet thic epvlicetion

should be grented subject to cortain conditiong,




I2 IS HEREBY ORDERED, Thet permission be axnd the sane
Is hereby granted to ¥Yolo County, California, to extend Olive
.Street acro3s the tracks of the Southern Pecific Company at
the point ond in the monner shown by the mep sttached to tais
applicetion, sald crossing to bo constructed subject to the
following conditions: '

(1) The entire expemse of constructing this crossing
saell be borae by enplicant,

(2) The expense of mainteining this crossing thereafter
botwoen the tracks and to 2 point two (2) feet outside of the
outer fails of the crossing shell be borme by the Southern
Pacific Company.

(3) The expense of maintaining the crossing from
a point two (2) feet outside of the outer ralls shsll be borne
by applicant.

(4) The crossing sholl be constructed of o width of
not less -than twenty-four (24) feet wifh grades of approsch
not exceeding threo {3) por cent arnd shell in every way be made
safe for the passage thcroover of vehicles and othex road
traffic.

(5) For the protection of this cxossing the Southern
Pacific Compeny sﬁall instell & humen flagmen, who shell be on
duty twenty-four (24) hours per day.

(6) The existing crogsing over the SouthemPaclific
tracks, kumown as the Anferson crossing, shall be legally
closed and abandoned a&s a public highway orossing.

(7) The permission herein granted is gramted for

& term of one year from thc date of this order.

(8) The Commission rosdrves the right to make such

furthor orders relative to the location, construction, operation,
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naintensnce and protection of seid crossing 28 to it may seenm
right end proper, snd to rovoke its permission if, in its
Judgmont, the public convenience and necessity demend sueh
action.

The foregoing opinion end oxder are hereby sapproved
and ordered filed as the opinion and order oflthe Rellroad

Comud ssion of the State of Californlz.
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Conmmissioner.




