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DEVLIN; Comnissiomer:
OPINION

The complainants in this proceeding are petrons of the
Pecific Electris Reilway, and reside in the vicinity of Rio Vista
located on the Van Nuys-Lenkershim line.of the defendsaut. It
is alleged that the passenger fares assessed by defendsmt for
transportation to aud from Ric Vistaare "unfair, wnreasamable &nd

exorbitant”.

The fares oomplained of are as follows:
Between

Ri0 Vista One Round- 10-Ride 30-Ride 46-Ride Monthly
And way triv  Indiv, Family Children Commutation

Ios Angeles $.30 $.50 $2.00  $4.50 $5.20 5,60
Eollywood .25 .45 - - - -
Los Nogales .10 - - - - -

As a second cause for complaint it 1s alleged that by
reason 0% the refusal of the defendsnt to esteblish snd maintain
& platform or depot at Rio Vista for the handling of Zfreight,

complainants are compelled to tramsact their fréight business at

~le




Los Nogales or LanXkersaim st considerablo expense and incon-
venience.

Rio Viste i a village locsted 12.4 miles from Fourth
and Hill Streets, Ios Angeles, 4.78 miles from Hollywood, .32
0f 8 nmile from Los Nogsles =smd 1.82 piles from Lsnkershim. The
settlement is now in the city of Lds-nngeles, having been annexed
May 22, 1916.

No exhibits and no cubstantisl evidence were offered by
complainants to show that the vassenger fares in issue eare either
excessive or discriminatory. Complainants' witness was not en-
tirely conversant with the rate situwation and relied principslly
upon the dbroad statement that the rates are excessive, reoferring
to the fact that residents of Rio Vista patronize jitney éuto-
mobiles, also that they walk the short distance to Los Nogales or
to Unlversel City in order to secure the lower passenger fares in
effect from those points.

A censuz of the population in the immediate vicinity of

Rio Vista, secured by a witress for the complainants, would %ndi-

cate & total of from 130 to 150 people, out of which number ap-
proximetoly 84 are patrons of the E@cific Electric Railway.

Defendent's testimony and extibits are intended to prove
that the precent fares are not unressonable nor excessive and
that they are comparable with like fares for approximaetely the
8ame distances between other points on its system.

Rio Tiste 1s not shown as a station in pascenger tariffs
end therefore under the application Tule tekes the rates in effect
to and from the next more distant station. The evidence shows
that trevel is light from the station in question, the average
beirg but twelve or thirteen passengers per day in each direction.

Fares of defendant are based upon the zome system and

while the charge is 25 cents between Highland Avenue-Eollywood




Boulevard and Rio Vista, 2 distance of 4.06 miles, this same fare

will carry a vassengexr to Gardner Jet., 4.94 miles, Oskhurst, 5.46

miles, Normendle Avenue and Hollywood Bouleverd, 6.24 miles, Brusk
Cenon, 6.68 miles, or to Normandie Avenue snd Senta Monica, 6.99

miles. The same may be sald of other faros complained of, which

according to the practice of defemdant are graded up to zones ad
are not on a mileage basis. This mrectlice when it does not bring
about diserimingtion a8 betwoen communities has not been held to
be obJectionable and the testimony in this case has failed to
show sny discriminntion in the territory under discussion.

Waile on the witness stand the Traffic Manager for
defendant admitted that the rates to R10 Viste were somewhat out
0f line and offered to make certain reductions. Following the
hearing an informsl discussion took place between some of the
rerties to the compleint snd representaztives 02 the railway com-
psny and a8 & result of this conference defendant has notified
the Commission that it would extend the Los Nogales pasaenger
fares t0 & point xnown as Second Street, which is .23 of a mile
beyond the present station of Rio Vista, that o passenger shelter
shed woqld be plgced at the Rio Viste Station, and alsc that it
would make certain reductions iz the 10-ride commutation fares.

The record contains testimomy to the effect that pres-
ent rates 4o not afford defendant a return upon the value of ite.
property but I do not think It necessgry in this case 10 develor
that question.

Whether or not a rate adjuétment is unfair or un-
roasonable against o particular loocality 18'3 question of iécf which
must be decided upon consideration of the evidence in the case. I
have made a carefuvl sanalysic of the fares under attack and compared

them with other fares between points on defendant’'s lines and have
reached the conclusion that certein inequelities should be removed.

Defendant, as heretofore stated, has offered to extend

the Los Nogales retes to Second Street, Rio TVists, also t0 meke




réduc'tiona in the 10-ride comrmtation fares. This proposed adjustment

extending the Rio Vista zone to Second Street, a point .23 of a mile
north of the present Rio Vista stop, provides reductions in ell the
fares complained of, and under the evidence introduced no grester re-
Quetions would be Justified. I therefore recommend that the follow-~
ing rates be established:

Between

Ios Angeles One Round- l10-~Ride 30-Ride 46-Ride Xonthly
And way trip Indiv. Family Children Commutation

210 Vista  $.25 5.45 81.75 $4.00 54446 $5.30

Between
Hollywood=
Colegrove and

Rio Tista 20 .38 138 34850 4406 4.60

In expienation of the situation as to' the receiving and
delivery of freight at Rio Vista, lr. D. W. Pontius, Traffic Man-
ager of the'?aciﬁc Electric Reilweay, testified that & regmlaxr
freight station with facilities for hendling both carload =nd less
carload shipments had been estabiished at Ios Nogales, a distsuce
of +32 of & mile {spproximstely 5 city 'nloc'ms.) south of Rio Vista
at the junction of the Stute Highwsy the main thoroughfare from Los
Angeles, this point being corsidered the most logiocsl, serving con-
veniently the greatest number of residents in thet loeslity. The
testimony also shows that from an operating standpoint it wowld not
be practiocsl to maintain freight facilities at both Los Nogales and
Rio Viste on account of their close proximity.

Investigation developed the fact that there are very few
comrunities in this state where freight stations are located any
nearer to the residentlal or business section than .32 of a mile and
it would nct therefore appear that there is any hardship csused by
reason of the refusel of defendant in this case to accept or deliver
freight at Rio Viste, hoving esteblished facilities for handling
such business at Los Nogales. I would therefore recommend that




insofar a3 the second caunse for complaint L8 concerned, this
csse be dismissed.

I rocommend the following form of order:

9RDEER

D. L. Vandervoort, et al., having £iled with this Com-
mission a complaint attacking the passenger fafes o2 the Prcific
Blectric Rallway Company to and from Rio Vista Station, also
requesting that facilities be provided at Rio Vista for the
handling o2 freight and =a resuiar hearing having been had and
the Commission being fully apprised in the premises and basing
its order on the findings set out ipn the opinion which precedes
this order, |

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Paciric Electric Railway
Company publish and file with this Commission within twenty days
from the date of this order the following vassenger fares whioch
are found to be Jjust and reasonable:

Between

Los Angeles Cne Rownd- 10-Ride 30-Ride 46~Ride Monthly
and Wey Trip Indiv. Family Children Commutation

Rio Tista $.26 $.45 $1.75  $4.00  $4.45  $5.30

Between
Bollywood-
Colegrove and

Rio Viste .35  1.36 3. 560 4.0b 4.60

IT IS FURDEER ORDER®D that that part of the complaint
with reference to the establishment of freight Lacilities at
Rio Vigta be dismissed.

The Zforegoing opinion and order are heredy approved and




ordered f£iled as the opinionm and order o0f the Railroad Commission
of the State of Californis.

4
Dated at San PFrancisco, Celiformis, this /= day
o V.2 , 191e. '
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