
Decision no .. __ 

:BE1ORE THE RAILROAJ) COMMISSION OF THE STAn OF. CA1iIFORNIA 

D. L. Vandervoort, at 81., . 
Complainants, 

vs. 
lacitic Eleotric Railway Co., 

:Detendant. 
• • • • • • • • • • . . . .. 

Case Ito. 924 

S. A. D .. Gr~, for complainants. 
Frank Aarr, for ~aoitic Eleotr10 

Railway Comp~, defendant. 

DEVLIN; Commiss1oaer: 

O.PINION ---_ .... -----
~he oompla1nants in tais prooeeding are patrons of the 

~oifio Eleotrio Ra1lway, and reside in t~e vicinity of Rio Vista 

looated on t b.e Van Nuys-Lsnkerab.11Jl line. of t he defendant ~ It 

is al~e8ed that tb.e passenger tares assessed by detendant tor 
, 

transportation to and :from Rio V1staSl:'e "unfair, unreasonable and 

exorbitant". 

The fares oomplained of are as 'follows: 
Between 
Rio Vista One .Rouna.- lO-Ride 30-Ride 46-Ride Kontb.ly 

And WB."V tr1'O Ind1v. Jemily Cb.ildren Commutation h 

Los Allgeles $.50 $.50 $2.00 $4.50 $5.20 $5.60 

Hollywood .25 .45 

Los .Nogales .10 -. 
As a seoond os:c.se :for oomplaint it is alleged that by 

rea.son of tb.e re:fusal of t b.e defendsn t to establish. and maintein 

So platform or depot at R10 V1sta for t b.e b.a.nd1 ing of freight t 

oompla.inants are compelled to tra.nsact their tre1gb.t business at 
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Los Nogales or Lankeranim at oonsiderablo expense and inoon-
venience. 

Rio Vista 18 a village looated 12.4 miles from Fourtn 
and Rill Streets, los Angeles, 4.78 miles from Hollyw~d, .32 

of a mile from Zoe Nogales and l.82 miles from Lankereaim. ~ae 

settlement is now in tb.e oi tr o,f Los, .Angeles, ne.v1ng been annexed 
Ma1 22, 1915. 

No exhibi ta and no ~,u.bstantial evidenoe were offered by 

complainants to show that the passecger fares in issue are either 

exoessive or disori~inatory. Complainants' witness was not en-

t~ely oonversant wit~ the rate situation and relied prinoipsll1 

upon the broad statement taat the rates are exoessive, referring 

to the fact that reSidents of Rio Vista. pa.tronize jitney auto-
mObiles, also tbat they walk the Short distanoe to Los Nogales or 

to U'n1v,eraal City in order to seoure the lower passenger fares in 
e~feot trom those pOints. 

A oensus of the population in tae immediate vioinity of 
Rio Vista, secured by a witness for the oomplainants, would indi-
cate a total of from 130 to 150 people, out of which number ap-

:proximatoly 94 are patrons of t e.e hoif1c Electrio Railwq. 

Defendentfs testimony and exhibits are intended to prove 
that the present fares are not unreasonable nor exoessive and 

that they are oomparable witb. likE) :fares tor approximately the 
Bsme distances between other po~ts on its system. 

Rio Vista is not shown as a station i~ passenger tariffs 

and therefore under the 811p11oat10n :rule takes the ra.tes in effect 
to and from tae next more dietant station. Tb.e evidenoe shows 
tbat travel is 11gb.t trom tb.e sta.tion in question, the average 

being but twelve or thirteen passengers per day in eao~ direotion. 
Fares of defendant are '0 ased upon t b.e zone system ana' 

wb.i1e the ob.arge is 25 cents between H1g111snd Avenue-Rollywood 
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Boulevard and Rio Vieta. a distance of 4.06 miles, tb.is same tare 

will oarry a passenge~ to Gardner Jot., 4.94 miles, Oaknurst. 5.40 

miles, Normsnd1e Avenue ana Rol~o~d Boulevard, ~.24 miles, ~rush 
CtJJlOl:l., 6.6$ miles, or to Normandie Avenue and santa Monica, 6.99 

miles. ~he same may be said ot other tar~s oomplained ot, w~1on 

e.c~ord.ing to the practice of de:fea.dent are graded up to zones md 
are not on a mileage basis. This practioe wb.en it does not bring 

about disorim~4tion ae between oo~un1t1es nas not been neld to 

be objeotionable and the testimony in tb.1s oase aas tailed to 
snow anr d1scr~1nnt1on in tee terr1tor,y under disoussion. 

Wb..ile on the witness stand tile Traffic Manager for 

detendant admitted tb.at the rates to Rio Vista were some'l\"b.a.t out 
of line and offered to make oertain reductions. Following tne 

hearing an informal discussion took place between some of the 

parties to tae oomplaint and representatives of the ra1lwar oom-

ps:c.r end as a result of tb.is conference defendant has not itied 

the Commission that it wo~ld extend the Los Nogales passenger 

fares to So pOint mown as Second street, wh.1o h is .23 of a mUe 

beyond the present station ot Rio Vista, theta passenger shelter 

shed would be placed at the Rio Vista Station, and also that it 
. , 

would make certain reductions in the lO-ride commutation fares. 
~b.e reoord oontains testimony to tae effeot that' pres-

ent rates do not af:tord defendant a. return upon the value of its. 

property but I do not thi:ck it neoess~y 1n this case to develop 

that question. 
Whether or not a rate adjustment is unfair or un-

reasonable against a partioular looality is a question of fact whioh. 

must be deCided upon consideration of the evidenoe in tb.e oase. I 

b.ave made e. careful analysis of the fares under a.ttaok and oompared 

them with other tares between pOints on defendant's lines ana ~ve 
reaob.ed tae conclusion that eertain ~equal1t1es saould be r~oved. 

~efendant, as heretofore stated, b,as offered to extend 

the Los Nogales rates to Seoond, Street, Rio Vista, also to make 
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reductions ~ the lO-ri~e comcutation fares. ~is proposed adjustment 
extending the Rio Vista zone to Second Street, a po1nt '.23 of a mile 

north of the present Rio Vista stop. provides reductions in all the 

fares compla1ned of, and under the evidenoe introduced no greater re-

duotions would be ~ust1£1ed. I therefore recommend that the follow-
ing rates be establiBhed~ 

Between 
Los Angeles One Round- lO-Ride 50-Ride 46-Rid.e Monthly 

And W& tri12 Ind1v. ]'am1~ Children Commutation 
?10 Vista $.25 $.45 $l.75 $4.00 $4.45 $5.30 

Between. 
RolllWood-
Colegrove and 

:Rio Vista .20 .35 1.35 3.S0 4.05 4.60 

In explanation of the situation as to'the receiving and 

delivery of freight at P.io Vista. Mr. D. V!. pontius, Traffio Mau-

ager of the Pacifio Electrio Eailw~. testified that a regular 

!re1ght st~tion With facilities for handl1ng both oarload 8nd 1088 

carload Shipments had been established at Los Nogsles. a distanoe 

of .32 o:t a miJ.e (approx:lmate~ 5 city blOOkS) south 0:£ Rio Vista 
at the junct10n of the State Highwq tbe ma:1n tboroughfare from Los 

Angeles. this potnt being oonsidered the most logioa~. serving con-

ve:cient~ the greatest number of residents in that loca.l1 V,": ~e 

test1mo~ also shows that from an operati~ standpoint it would not 

be practioa~ to ma1nt~ freight facilit1es at both Los Nogales and 

Eio V1sta on account of their close prox1mitl. 
Investigation developed the fact that there are ver,y few 

commnnitiea 1n this state where freight stations are located any 

nearer to the residential or business section t~an .32 of a mile and 

it would not therefore appea.:r that there is any hardship cStlsed b;y 
reason of the ref'Dsal of d.efendant in this case to acoept or del1ver 

:freight at Rio Vista. havil:lg established. facilitios for handliDg 

such. business at Los Nog,ales. I would therefore recommend that 

-4-



insofar as the seoond cause tor complaint is oonoerned, t~i8 

oase be dismissed. 

I reoommend tae following torm of order: 

ORDER _ ... _.-,-
1>. It. Va:o.d.ervoort, ot w.., b.av1l:l.g :t11.ed with. th.1s Com.-

mission a comp~Q.1nt attaok1ng tb.e passenger fares ot tao hc1f10 
Eleotric Ra.ilwe.r Company to and from RiO Vists. Station, elao 

requesting tb.a.t faoilities be provided at Rio Vista ~or t b.e 

handling ot freigb.t and a. regg.la.r b.earing b.a.ving been b.ad. aDd 

the Commission being fully apprised in the premises and basing 
its order on tb.e findings set out in tb.e op~1on which preoedes 

tb.1s order, 

I~ IS HEREBY ORDERED that tae Paoit10 Electrio Railway 
Company pUbliSb. and tile with tb.is Oommission within twenty days 

tram tae date of tb.1s order tb.e folloWing pa.ssenger faree wb.icb. 

are found to be just and reasonable: 
Between 

Los .Angeles 
and 

:aio Vista 

Between 
Hol~ood­

Colegrove s:od 

Rio V1sta 

One Round- lO-Ride 30-Ride 46-Ride Montb.l,. 
Way Trip Ind1v. Family Cb.ildren Commutation 

$.25 $.45 $1.75 $4.00 $5.30 

.20 .35 1.36 3.50 4.05 

IT IS F'ORTEER ORDEP3D t b.at tb.at part of t b.e oomplaint 

w1tb. reference to tae establis~ent of freigb.t faoilities at 
Rio Vista be dismissed. 

Tb.e foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved end 
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oro.ered tiled as the opinion and order of the Railroad Comm1·ss1on 

of tb.e State of California. 

,!~ Dated at San Franoisco, Oal1£orn1a, this ~ day 
Of~' 1916. ---
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