GINAL

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMYSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

Decision No.

GEFIZ N v

In the matter of the applicstion of the )
TIDEWATER SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY, a )
corporetion, for aun order permitting the )
construotion of & crossing at grade over )
the tracks of the Southern Pecific Com~  )Appliocation No. 2340.
pany, & corporation, on the line of the )
Southern Pecific Railroad, sbout ome mile )
south of the Tuolumme River between )
Modesto and Ceres. )

Geo. D. Squires for Southern Pacific Company.
James D. Meredith for spplicant.
GORDON, Commissioner,

OPINION.

This application weg £iled with the Commission on
June 9, 1916, and a public heaiing wes held‘Jaly lst.

The Tidewater Southern, in the vicinity of the cross-
ing, 18 located in & general north and south direction amd will
cross the Southern Pacific trecks at an angle of 28°/8%. The
Southern Pacific track is paralleled on the south side by the
state highway and on the north side by 2 county rosd. An east
and west county road intersects the Southern Pacific tracks '
about at the point of the proposed orossing.

Tho Tidewater Southern Reilway Company was constructed
t0 Modesto seversl years ago and it 13 extending its line to
Tarlook. The cfossing now projected 1s on its proposed line
gouth and the Company is msaking every effort to complete it 4n
order to sexve the territory between Modeato and Turlock for

f2ll shipments.

Ty

The Southern Pacifio Company opposed the granting of
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this application, in the form in which it is presented, contend-
ing that the crossing should be made at separated grades. In
support of this position 1t submitted an estimate of the cost

of an overhead structure which, on & 2% grade would require
about 1300 feet of approaches and would cost in the neighborhood
of $36,500. The plan provided for pile trestle approaches with
steel spans over the two county roads, the atate‘highway and the
railroad treck. To overcome the delay required to build such
& structure, the Southern Pacific suggested the construction of
a temporary wood structure over the tracks to be replaced later
by steel. This temporary structure it was estimated could be

constructed in 30 days or less.

While traffic on the track of the Tidewater Southern
will, for the first year or so of operation, consist of not %o
oexceed two trains each way per day, the traffic on the Southern
Pacifio consists of 7 passenger trains and between 12 and 20
freight trains both ways yer day. The orossing is in high
speed territory snd it is clear to me thet an unprotected grade
crossing should by no means be permitted et tals polnt. This
matter was considered oy both oompenies. The Ridewster Southern
submitted an estimate of the cost 0f an interlocking plant of
$6,000, while the Signal Zngineer of the Southern Pacific Compeny
is of the opinion thot a sdtisf&ctory interlocking plant would
cost $10,000.

There i3 no doudbt but that the applicant should be

permitted to ¢cross the tracke of tho Southexrn Pocific Company

and moke its extension to Turlock and the only point to be
decided 1s how the crossing shall be made. I am satisfied that

it should be made at separated grades or protected by an inter=-
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locking plent if made ot grade. The overhead struoture
estimated by Southern Pecific Compeny to cost $36,500 was,
‘as I have sald, onm o 2% grafe. I belleve that the Southern
| Pacific Conpany would not consent to heve sueh gfadee on its
own line and as the Tidewater Southern will operate, at least
for the first year, by m§ans of steam locomotives it appeais
to me t0 be unreasonasdle to require that Company to use such &
grade line. Mr. Byron Bearce, President of the Tidewater
Southexrn, made an estlmets 0f an overhead crossing on & 1%
grade and arrived at & cost figure of $45,000. Probsbly when
the difference in the length of apyroaches is taken into coxn-
sideration this figure is not far from belng what such a
atructure would sctually coste. COnsidering the interlocking
plant as costing $10,000 this wold leave a balance of $35,000
against a grade ceperction. Mr. Bearce testified that at the
present time hi=s Coxpeny wes absolutely unable to assume an
expense of even 336,000 for a grade separstion and to require
en expenditure of 845,000 at this point would be equivalent
to a denial of this applicstion. Mr. Bearce stated that his
Company ocould and would assume the expense of an intexrlocking
apert from & seperation of grades
plant. Axn interivcking plent represents/the higheat develop-
ment of safety measures Lor the protection of grade erodsings
and with thousands of them in operation in the United States
gerious accidents are very rarely reported. The Southe xv.
Paclitic Company kas many of them on its own lines and although
they are not z2s desirasble as a grade'separation they cax by no
meeans be considered obJectionable. It 4s true that if an
ovorhead crossing were made at this point it would include

also the state highvay and the county roads. The county roads,

nowever, are very little msed and as far as the state highwaey

18 concerned there is no reason why the installation of an
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interlocking plant should not include gates, operated tfom
the interlocking tower, which would protect the state highway
orossing. There is , of course, the additional fact to consider

freight
that Arein service on the Didewater Southern will be slow ami

infrequent. )

In view of these faots I shall recommend that this
aéplicaxion be granted provided an interlocking plant is im talled.
The materisl for an irterlocking plant nmst e ordered from the
Esat and &8 this will result in consldersdle delsy, I believe that
applicant shou}d be permitted to cross temporarily the track of

the Southern Pacific Company provided a flagman 318 stetioned

there by the lstter Company. This flagmsn should be pald for by
the epplicent snd should be in Youch with the Southern FPacific
stations on either side of the orossing, Southern ?acific trains
ahould run ot Slow speed and the Tidewater Southernirains should
0ot pass over the orossing until the flagnan has given them per-
mission to 40 so.

T recommend the following form of order:

9RD ER

TTDEWATER SOUTEERN RATLTAY COMPANY, heving epplied

to the Commission for permission to construct ite track st grade
aoross the treck of Southern Pacific Compeny 1-1/2 miles south
of Modesto, and & pudblic heering having been held and it appesr- |
ing to the Commission thet tais application should be grented sub-
ject to certain conditions,

IT IS HEREBY ORDTRED, That permission be and the
gsame is heredby granted Tidewatler Southern Reilway COmpany to conr
struct 1ts track st grade scross the track of Southern Pacific

Company &t the polint and in the manner shown by the map attached

-
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to the spplication, subject to the £ollowing condltions and
not othoerwise, viz:-

(1) The entire expemse of constructing this cross-~
ing shall be borne by epplicant.

(2) Por the protection of this crossing applicant
shell, five (5) months from the date of tais order, install and
plece in operation & standard interlocking plent which shell in
all respects comply Wwith the specifications in the Commission’s
Genersl Order No. 33.

(3) The exvense of installing this interlocking
plant shell be borne by applicant.‘ The experse of its maintenance
end operation theresfter shell be borme equally by Southern
Pacific Company end applicont.

(45 After the crossing froés sre instelled and before '

the installation of the interlocking plant & flagmen shall de

meintained at this orosaing who shall be au employee of the
Southern Pacific Company end who shell be peid by‘the applioant.

(5) ALl trains, engines, motors and cexs of
applicent shall, before proceeding over the crossing, come 10 2
full stop within one hundred (100) feet thereof and sball not
proceed over ssme until proper signal hes been roceived from the
flagnan.

(6) Until the imstallation of sn interlocking
plant, 8ll engixes, trains, motors and cars of Southern Ped £ic
Compsny shell approach thils crossing and proceed over it at &
speed not greater then ton miles per hour.

(7) Beforo installing the frogs et this crossing

applicant sacll assure the Commisgion thet it hes mede ample
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provision to provide funis to Install this interlocking plant.
(8) The Cormission reserves the right to male
such farther orders relative to the location, construection,
overation, maintenance sud prqtection of this croasing as to
1t maj seem right and proper ond to revoke its permission if,
in its Judgment, the public converience and necessity demand
such action.
The foregoing oplnion and order are hereby
approved and ordered filed as the opinion and order of the
Rellroad Commission of the State of Californie. -—

Dated at San Francisco, Californie, this /) -9

day of July, 1916. % \jw/
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Commissioners.




