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Deo1s1on No. • ----
:BEFORE TEE RAnRO.AJ) COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

-----~---

In the matter of the applioation of the 
TDEWATER SOUTHERN' RAILi1AY COMPANY, eo 
corporation, for an order perm1tting the 
oonstruotion of a crossing at grade over 
the tracks of the Southern ~oifi0 Com­
pany, a corporation, on the line of the 
Southern ~c1fic Railroad, about one m1le 
south ot the ~olumne River between 
Modesto and Ceres. 

} 
) 
) 
) 
)App11oation No. 2340. 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Geo. D. Squ1re~ for Southern ~o1f10 Oompany. 
James D. Meredith tor applioant. 

GORDON, COmmissioner, 

o p r N ION. 
-~ ..... ----

~s applios.tion was :Ciled. with the Commission o'n 

Jttne 9, 1916, and & public hearing was held July 1st. 

The Tidewater Southern. in the v1c1D1ty ot the cross­

ing, is looated in a general north and south direo~1on and will 

cross the Southern hcific tre.cks at an angle of 280 f8 f. The 

Southern hC1f1c tra.ck is paralleled on the south slde by the 

state highway a.nd on the north side by a county road. An east 

and west oounty road 1nterseots the Southern Paoifio traCks 

about at the point of tho proposed orossing. 

~o Tidewater Southern Railway Company was const~oted 

to Modesto several years ago and. 1 t is extending its line to 

Turlook. The crossing now projeoted is on its proposed l1ne 

south am the Company is ms.k1ng every effort to oomplete it 'in 

order to serve the terri tory between MOdesto and Turlook fo·r 

tall shipments • 
.... 

The Southern ~acifi0 Companr opposed the granting of 
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this applioation, in the torm 1n whioh it is presented, oontend-

1ng that the oross1ng should be made at separated grades. In 

support of this position it submitted an estimate o'! the ooat 

of an overhead struoture whioh, on a 2% grade would require 

about 1300 feet of approaohes and would oost 1n the ne1ghborhood 

of $36,500. The plan prov1ded for p1:e trestle approaches with 

steel spans over the two oounty roads, the state h1gbwa~ and the 

railroad traok. To overoome the delay requ1red to bU11d such 

a struoture, the Southern Paoifio suggested the oonstruction of 

8. temporar.y wood struoture over the traoks to be replaoed later 

by steel. This temporary struoture it was estimated oould be 

oonstruoted 1n 30 days or less. 

While traffio on the traok of the Tidewater Southern 

w1ll, for the f1rst year or so of operation, oonsist of not to 

exoeed two trains eaoh way per day, the traff10 on the Southern 

Pacif10 oonsists of 7 passenger trains and betw6en 12 and 20 

freight trains bo~h ways per day. The oross1ng is in high' 

speed terri tory a.nd. it is olear to me that an unprotected grade 

orossing should by no means be permitted at th1s po1nt. This. 

matter was oons1dered by both oompan1es. The Tidewater Southern 

subQ1 tted an est1:oate of the cost ot an interlocking pJ.s.nt of 

$6,000, wlnle the Signal Engineer o~ the Southern :Fa.oific Comps.~ 

is of the op1n1on th~t a sat1sfactory interlocking plant wonld 

oost ~lOtOOO. 

~ere is no doubt but that the applioant should be 

permitted to oross the traoks ,ot tho Southern ~aoifio Com~ 

and ~e its extension to rnrlook and the only point to be 

decided is how the crossing shall be m6de. I am satisfied that 

it should be made at separated grades Or proteoted by an 1ntor-
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looking plant if made at grade. The ovorhead struoture 

estimated by Southern Pacific Company to cost $36,500 was, 

as I have sai~, on a 2% grade. I believe that the Southern 

Paoific CO:ll'any would not ooooent to nave such grades on its 

own line and as the Tidewater Southern will operate t at lea.st 

tor the first year. by means of steam ~ooomot1ves it appears 

to me to be 'f.2.n,r,ea.sorw.ble to require tll8.t Compe.ny to use such a 

grade line. Mr. Byron Bearce, lTesident of the Tidewater 

Southern, made an estimate of an overhead orossingon a 1% 

grade and arrived. at a cost figaro of $45,000. Probably w:ben 

the differenoe in the length of approa.ches is taken into oon­

sideration this figare is not far trom being what such a 

structure would l!1~otua.lly oost. Cons1der1:cg the interlooking 

plant as cost1:a-a; $10,000 this woc.ld leave So ba.lanoe of $35,000 

a.gainst a grade cepare.t1on. .ltr. Bearce testified tha.t a.t tl:e. 

present time hiQ Co:np~ we.a a"oaolutel;r UJ:J.e.ble to assume an 

e~en8e of even $36,000 for a. grade separation and to rGqu1re 

en expe:ld.1ture of $45,000 a.t this point would. be equ1valal\t .' 
to a denial ot this appl1c~t1on. Mr. Bearoe stated that bas 

Comp~ could ene. would assume the expense of an 1nte'l'look1ng 
apart from e. separation of grades 

plant. An 1nterl~ck1ng plant represents/the highest develop-

ment of satety m~,a.sure3 for the proteotion of grade oroas1l:lge 

aXld with thousanc..s of them in operation in the United. states 

serious acoidents are ver~ rarely reported. The Southe~. 

Pac1fio Company has many of them on its own lines and although 

they are not as deSirable as a grade separation the~ oe.u by no 

means be consid.ered object1onable. It is true tllat if an 

ovorhead orossing were made at this point 1t would inoludo 

also the state highway and the count1 roads. !!!he OOtultr roads, 

howevor. are ver,y little used and as far as the state highway 
\ 

is ooncerned there is no reaaonwhy the installation of an 
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interlocking plant should not inolude sates. operated from 

the interlocking tower. which would protect the sta.te highway 

orossing. Thera 1s • of course. the additional fact to oonsider 
freight 

th8.t jtre.1n servioe on the ~idewater Southern will be slow a.:al 

infrequent. 

In view of these faots I shall recocmend that this 

application be granted provided a:o. interlooking plant is 1rs:talled. 

~e material tor an 1nt erlooking plant must be ordered :trom the 

East a~ as this will re~lt in oonsiderable del~t I believe that 

applioant shou+d be ~e~tted to cross temporarily the traok of 

the Southe~ Paoifio Company provided a. fla.gman is st~tioned 

there by the latter Company. This nagmsn should be paid for by 

the a.pplicant and should be in touoh with the Southern Paoific 

stations on either side of the crossing. southern Pacitic trainS 

should run a.t slow speed and the Tidewater Southerntcain8 should 

not pass over the orossing until the fla.gman haS given them per-

mis8ion to do so. 

I reoommend the following for~ of order: 

o R:O E R • ... - - ... -

Tr.DEW'ATER SOUTEERN RAIL'!AY CO~ANY. having applied 

to the Commission for permission to construot its traok at grade 

across the track of Southern ~aoif1e Com~ l-1/2 miles s~th 

of J!Od'e9t.O, ana. a. public hes-ring hav1ng been held. and it appear­

ing to the Commission that this application should be granted sub­

ject to certain oonditions, 

IT IS HEREBY o..'!:IDE.BE1), :I!h8.t permission be and tlle 

same is hereby granted ~id.ewa.ter Southern Rr..11way Company to OOXl-

stnct its traok at gra.de aoross the traok of Southern Ps.c1 fio 

Compe.ny at the point and in the manner shown b;r the map attached 

-4-



to the applioation, 8U~jeot to the following oonditions and 

not othorwise, viz:-

(ll ~e entire expense ot construoting this oross-

1~ shall be borne by applicant. 

(2) For the protection of this crossing applioant 

sb.a.ll, :five (5) montha trom the date of this order, install and 

plaoe in operation a standard interlooking plant whioh shall in 

all ~espeot8 comply With the ~ecif1oat1ons in the Commission's 

General Order No. 33. 

(3) !rhe expense of installing 1;h1a interlocking 

plant shell be borne "01 applicant. The exp8mG of its :nainte:oa:c.oe 

end operation thereafter shall be borne equally by Southern 

Po.cit1o Company and applioant. 

(4) Atter the orossing trogs are installed and before 

the installation of the interlooking plant a. na.gme.n shell be 

ma.1nta1ned at this orossing who sbtJJ.l be o.n employee of the 

Southern Paoifio Company and who shall be paid by the applieant. 

(5) All trains t engines, motors and oars of 

applioa.nt shoJ.l, before proceeding over the orossing, oo:ne to a 

tull stop witb1n one hundred (100) teet thereof and shall not 

proceed over same until. proper signal has been ~eoe1ved from the 

(6) Unt1l the installation ot an interlock1ng 

plant, all engines, trains, motors and o~8 of Southern Pe.ot.f10 

Comp~ shall ~pproach this croasing and prooeed over it at a 

speed not greater than ten miles per hour. 

(7) Beforo 1nst~11ing the frogs et'th1s oroas1ng 

appl1esnt. aho.ll assure the Commission that it h.e.a made ample 
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provision to provide funds to install this interlooking plant. 

(8) ~he Commission reserves the right to make 

such fnrtber orders relative to the looation, construotion
9 

operation9 maintenance and proteotion ot this oroasing as to 

it may seem right and proper ~d to revoke its permission it, 

in its judgment, the publi0 convenienoe and neoessity demand 

suoh aotion. 

~he foregoing opinion and order are hereby 

approved and ordered filed as the opinion and order of the 

--Railroad Commission of the state o~ California. 

I.~~. J>a.ted at San :s'ra.nc1soo, California, this _ ..... /1;...-._ 

day of July, 1916. 

~'. 

Commis 81 oners. 
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