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BEFORZ TEE RAI~O.AIl COMl;!ISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

In the Matter of the Applioation 
of WESn.-=m STATES GAS AND ELECTRIC 
CO:v.l?ANY tor an order ext end1:cg t1me 
for complianoe with Chapter 499.Laws 
o~ 1911, as amended br Chapter 600~ 
Laws of 1915. 

Application No.2203. 
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Chickering & Gregory, by Allen L. Chickering, for \ 
Western States Gas aDd Eleotric Company. : 

J. Morgenthaler end. W1l.J.1l1DL. Rhys tor Eleotrioal Workers. \ 

THELEN and DEVLIN, Commissioners. 

T.D.1s is e. petition for an extension of time within whioh 

to oomply with the provisions of Chapter 499, Laws of 1911. as 
amended by Chapter 600, ~aws of 1915; referring to the construot1on~ 

reconstruction" maintenanoe and use of eleotrio poles, wires. oables 

and appliances. 
A public hearing in this proceeding was held 1.u 

San Franoisoo,on July 13, 19l6. 

For a statement o~ the law governing proceedings of 

tbis oharacter and of the prinoiples guiding the Railroad Commis-

sion in its d9cisions, therein, reference· is hereby made to the 

deoision this day rendered in App1ioation No. 2222. Loa Angeles 

Gas and Electrio co;porst1on~ et ale 

Petitioner owns and operates electric propert1es in and 

adjac~nt to Stookton, Riohmond and Eure~. 
Mr. Samuel Xa:'an, Vice-Presid.ent of Wes·tern states Gas 

and Eleotric Company, testified that in the Stockton D1v1sion, 

reconstruction work m~t be done in tho matter of olearances on 
the transmission lines end ~ossibl1 some lowering ot telephone 

and 
lines./that on the low tension lines the work has been almost 

oompleted, except that in the City of StoCkton certain cross-arms 

must be painted ana oertain clearances made. He testified that 
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the work on the low tension lines will coat approximately 
$6.600.00 and the work on the high tension ~1nes appro~tel7 

$10,000.00. ~etit1oner has camp11ed with the statute in all ita 

ile" oonstruction work a.nd in ita entire reconstruction, 1:c,clud1ng 

the complete reconstruction of the distributing system in stookton. 
Mr.C. M. Erewer, manager 'of petitioner's Richmond Divi-

sion; testified that approximately as per cent of petitioner's 

system in this division complies with the statute. ~e violations 

of tbs statute oonsist mostly of failure to observe the prescribed 

horizontal clearanoes. Mr. :Brewer testi:f1ed that 1tw~1l.'.· take 

betWeen $2000.00 and $3000.00 *0 complete the work. 
In petitioner's Eur~ka Division, considerable reconstruc-

tion work has be~ done during the laet few years. ~etitioner 

presented an eatiQate o! $23,606.05 as being the total expense 

to be inourred in oompleting the reconstruction work 1n the Eureka 

Division. 
Mr. X8Jln asked for an extension of three years in con-

n6ction with the Stockton Division. He testified that apart from 

the reconstruction work on the transmission 11ne8~ the work oould 
be completed in six months. Petitioner owns about 200 mile8 of 

high tension lines 1n its stookton Division, whicb linea run through 

a barren co~tr1, 1n part difficult of access. Mr. Kahn testified 

that if it were necessar~ to rush this work the cost thereof might 

be doubled. He testified that the reconstruotion work on the 

transmission lines ooul~ be' dono in one year if rushed, but that 

petitioner1 s servioe would suffer. The Eleotrical Workers stated 

that the report from their representative showed that petitioner 

Me tried to comply with the requirements of the law and tbat 

about 80 per cent of the neoessary reconstruction work has been 

oompleted. 
Mr. Brewer testified, with reference to the Richmond 
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Division, tbB.t an extension of two ye'us would be a't1fficient. 

He testified that i£ the work were crowded. it coUld be ~1niahed 

in between six months and one year~ but that a num~er ot oontem-

plated changee in street grades would make it desirable to give 

~etitioner a two-year extension. 
Yr. :8:. L. Jackl::lo.n, mana.ger of the Eureka Division, 

writes that he b~11eves that the entire ~ork in his diV1sion oan 

be satisfactorily oompleted by Juno 1, 1918. 

After a careful co~siderat1on of the evidence here~, 

we are of the opinion that a reasonable extens10n of time on all 

tbree of petitioner's divisions would be until June 30, 1918, 

at 1eaet one-half of the work to be done by June 30, 191' and the 

work to be entirely completed by June 50, 1918. on the conditions 

specified in the order .. ;here1n. ;;.~,~ .. :::::; 

We submit the following form of order: 

o R D E R. ------
w.EST~~ STATES GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY having applied 

~or an order extending the t1~e within which to comply with the 
provisions of Chapter 499, Law of 1911, as gmended by Chapter 

600, Laws of 1915~ and a public hearing having been he1d~ 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED as follows: 
1. The time within wb1ch petitioner shall reconstruct ita 

existing system so as to cocp1y co~pletell with the provisions o~ 

Chapter 499, Laws of 1911, as amended by Chapter 600, Laws of 1915, 

is hereo1 extended to and includ1ng June 30, 1918, on oondition 

that at least one-half the work be done b1 June 30, 1917, and 

the work .. b·a entirely cO:1pleted by June 30, 1918. 
2. At the ti~es herein directed, petitioner sball file with 

the Railroad Comc1ss10n. on forms to be ~pp11ed by the Railroad 
Buch 

. Comc1ss10n, progress reports Showing in~deta11 as will be prescribed 

b1 the Railroad Commiasion~ the extent to whioh the necessary 
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reconstruction work bns been performed during the period covered 

Dr the report ana aleo the extent to which reoonstruotion work 

remains to be done in o~der that the property will comply with 

the provisions of C~pter 499, Laws o£ 19l1, as am~ded by Chapter 

600, Laws of 1915. The f1r~t report shall cover the period ending 

December 31, 19l6, and shtlll be fUed with the Railroad Commisston 

within 15 days subsequent thereto. The s~coeed1ng reporta Shall -

cover the sucoeed1ng s1x-months' periods respectivelY, and shall 
be filed on or before the e~1ration of 15 dare atter the termi-

nation of each such succeeding period of Six months. 

~he foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved ~ 

and ordered filed as the opin1on and order of the Railroad Commis-

sion of the State o~ California. 
~ted at San Francisco, C~i£orn18~ this),? t1al'" of 

September, 1916. 

Commie a 10ners. 
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