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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
—_— | >

A -

In the Matter of the Application |/} '] !

Yy i " ’ A ¢l
of L0S ANGEIZS GAS AND EIECTRIC \& ) u . ﬂ b\_/ ’\& Wy
COXPORATION, PACIFIC LIGHT & POW=-

ER CORPORATION, LO3 ANGELES RAILWAY SN
CORPORATION, HOME TELEPHONE AND
TELEGRATE COMPANY OF I0S ANGELES
ard ‘SOUTEERK CALIFORNIA EDISOX
COMPANY for an order extending
time for compliance with Chapter
499, Laws of 1911, as smended by
Chaptexr 600, Laws of 1915.

Applicetion No. 2222. m

Paul Overton for Xos Angeles Gas and Electric Corporation.

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, by S. M. Haskins, for Pacific
Light & Powexr Corxrporation, Ilos Angeles Rallway
Corporstion axnd Home Telephone and Telegraph
Company of Los Angeles.

HE. E. Trowbildge and Harry Bauner for Southern Californisa
Edison Company.

J. Morgenthaler, E. G. Greene and C. W. MoAlpin: for
Electrical Workers.

THEELEN AND DEVLIN, Coumissioners.
OPINIOLN.

This is a petition for an order extenling the time for
conpliance with Chapter 499, Iaws of 1911, as amended by Chapter
600, Laws of 1916, referring to the placing, erection, use and
maintenance of electric poles, wires, cebles and appliances.

The petition herein was filed Jolntly by Los Angeles
Gas and Eleotric Corporation, Pacific Light & Power Corporation,
Jos Angeles Railway Corporation, Home Telephorde and Telegraph
Company of ILos Angeles and Southern Californis Zdison Company.

Public hearings were held in Los Angeles on July 18 and
19, 1916. At these hearings, ovidence was presented by petition=
ors and also by representatives of the Elactrical Workers.

Chepter 499, laws of 1911 is entitled "Anm act zogalittng

the placing, erection, use and maintensnce of electric poles, wirps;

cebles snd appliances, and providing the punishment for the vio-

lation trereof,™ and was approved on Apéil 22, 1911l. As indi-

cated by the title of the act, the statute prescribes rggulationa
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for the comstwaction and reconstruction, meintenance and use of

poles, wires, cables and esppliances used in the transmission

and distridution of electric energy. The statute shows on its
face that it was enacted Loxr the purpose of promoting the safety
of employees engaged in the construction; reconstruction, maintee
nance and use of such property and of the general pudblic. The
gtatute provided that it should tske effect 8ix months from the
date of its passage in s0 far as it relates to new work and that
"a period of five years shell be allowed in which to reconstruct
8ll existing work and construction to comply with the provisions
of this act.”
Yhen the Legislature of 1915 convened, 1t appeared
that fow, if any, owrers of property engaged in the transmission
and distribution of electric exergy had complied completely with
the provisions of the statute, and that, although new construc-
tion bad generslly complied with the provisions of the statute,
the instances in which existing property had been reconstructed
golely for the purpose of complying with the statute bhad been in-
frequent. The owners of proyexty engaged in the transmission snd
digtridbution of electric energy contended that they should be
granted an extension of time within whick to comply with the pro-
viglons of Chapter 499 ¢f the Laws of 191l. Representa#ivea of the
public and of the Electrical Workers urged that some means should
be provided to insure definite and complete compliance witk the
staetate within a reasonable time, to be determined after inquiry
into the facts. In order to meet this situation, the Legislature
of 1915 adopted Chapter 600, Laws of 1915,‘amending oyaptgr 4997
 Laws of 1911, and adding'two new sections, referring specifichlXly to
powers sund duties of the Railroad Commission in enforcing the
provisibns of the statute.
Chapter 499,8tatutes of 191l1,es amended by Chspter 600,

Statutes of 1915, reada azm follows:
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"in act reprvlatinge the vlacinge, eroction, use and
meintenance O0f electric moles, wires, cables and an=
vlinnces, and provicinge the vunishment for the violation
thoroof. :

"The poonle of the Stateo 0f California, rovresented
in seonsto and ecsomoly, do ensct as follows:

"SECTION L. XNo commission, officer, agent or enx-
ployee of the State of Californis, or of any city and
county or ¢lty or county or other political sublivision
thereof, and no other person, Lirm, or corporation shall-

"(a) Run, plece, erect or meintain any wire or
cable used to carry or conduet electricity, on any pole,
or any c¢rosserm, bracket or othor sprliance attached
to sueh pole, within s distance of thirtoen inches from
the center line of ssald vole; vrovided, that tho fore-
coing vrovisions of this parcgraph (2] shall be held
not 10 cpply to telephone, telegrepk or othor "signal"
wires or caobles which ero atiached to a pole to which
is atteched no wire or cable otiher than telephone, tole~
grapn or othor "signal” wire or cable, except within
the corporate limits of any city or town which shall :
have been incorporcted 88 o mumicipslity, na shall the
forogoing provicions be held to spply to such wires or
cavles in cases where the same are placed vertically
on poles, nor to "bridle" or "Jumper" wires on any poloe
which arc attached to telephone, telegropk or other
"signel" wires on the same pole, nor o any "serial”

oblo, a8 beitweon such ceble aund any pole on which it
originstes or torminates; gnd furthor vrovided, that
toléphone toll lines msy ve exempt Irom tae provisions
0f this poregraph (a8) provided proper evidence intro-
duced beTfore +the ralilrded commission of the Stote of
CaliZornia proves %o the satisfaction of sald rull-
road commission, thet complicnce wi th the provisions
of this parsgreph (2) would seriously interfere with
long distence tolephone transmission; and further wro=-
vidod, “hat “he provisions of this poragraph (&)

shell not be neld to epply to wires run from "lead”
wires to ore or incendezcent lemos nor 10 ‘transiormers
vleced upon poles, nor to any wire or cable where the
seme is ettached to the top of & pole, as betwoen it
and ssid pole, mor to any "sericl” csble containing
televhons, telegreph or other "signel™ wires where tho
some it attached o o pole on waich no other wires or
cables +han wires continuing from said calbe sre main-
“oiped; provided, that electric light or power wires or
coblos sre in no csase maintained on vhe Saae cide of
«he Stroet or nighwey on which said "eorial"” coble iS

placed.

"(») Run, place, erect or meinbtein in the vicinity
of onmy vole (ond unattached thereto) within the dis=-
tonco of thirteen inches fxom the center line of said
pole, any wire or ¢able used 1o cogduct or carry elec-
tricity, or place, erect or meintein sny pole (to which
is sttacned sny wire or coble used to conduct or caxTY
slectricity) within the distance of thirteen inches




(measured‘from the conter of such pole) from any wire or
cgble wged to conduet or carxry olectricity; vrovided,
tpat as between eny wire oy cable and any pole, as in
the paregrcoh (b) named, only the wire, cable or pole:
lest in point of time rurn, pleced or erected, 3hall be
neld to be run, vlaced, erccted or meirtained in viola-
tion of the provisions of this peragraph; =2nd orovided,
further, that the vrovisions of this peragraph (b)
Shall not be hold %o spply to itelophone, tolegraph or
other "cigmel™ wires or cables on poles to which aro
attached no other wirecs, a3 betwoen such wires and poles
to which are attached no othor wires or csbles than
tolephone, telegranh or other "signal"” wires; provided,
such wires, cables and poles are not within the cor-
porate limits of any town or c¢ity which shall have

beer incorporated as o municlipallty; snd further vro-
vided, that telephone ¥oll lines may be exempi Irox
This peragraph (b) provided proper evideace introduced
before tho roilrosd commission of the State of Cali-
Tornis, proves to the setisfaction of the said ralx-
road commission, thaet complisnce with the provisions

of this varsgroph (b) would seriously interefere with
lonz distance telephone transmission.

m(e)" Run, place, erect or maintain, above
ground, within the distanco of four feet from any
‘wire or cabdle conducting or cerrying less theax six
hundred volts of electricity, eny wire or cable
whier shall conduct or carry ot any ome time more
ther six nuwndred volts of electricity, or rtuwx, plece,

eroct or meintein witain the distence of four feot
from sny wire or cable which Sh&ii oon&ucf o eerf?

at any one +timeo more than six hundred volts of elec~
tricity sny wire or cable conductin% or oBnrYying
by

less then six hundred volts of electricity; rovided,
that the foregoing provisions of thls parograp <)
ghall be held not to Spply ¢o eny wires or cables
attached to & transformer, orc Or incandescent lamp
within s distance ¢f four Lfeet (measurod along the
line of said wire or cable), from the polnt waere
such wire or cavle is sttached to sucn transformer,
are or incendescent lamp, nor 0 wires or cables
within duildings or other siructures, nor to wires
or ecblat whore the same &re placed vertically on
poles, or to any 100! wires or cobles between

the pointe where the Same ard mede to leave exy pole
for tne prrpose of entering any bullding or other
structure end the point ot which they ara m0Q to
enter such bullding or structure; and provided,
furthor, that as between any two TAres or ceoies,

or Sny wire Or &xy cable, rum, pleced, erocted or
mointained in violation of the provicions of this
peregreph (c), only the wire or cablp last in point
% timo run, vlaced, or oroctod shall be held %0

be zun, plecod, erected or maintained tnus‘in viola~-
tion of said provisions; ggéﬂ;gggggg;gg%zgggg, that
~here 1O MOre than one crossari i maintained On &
pole, 8ll the wires oY cebles conducting or c%rrymng
at eny onc time more than Six rundred volts of olec-
tricity shell be placed on the crosssrn on one s;de
of the pole, and a1l thoe wires or cables conducting
or corrying less than six hundred volis Sf eloctricity
shall bo pleced on the crossarm on the other gide of
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the pole; and Surther vprovided, that the Space between
eny wire or cable conducting or carrying ot any ono time
more then Six hundrod volts of clectricity and zny wire
or csble corrying less than saild voltege shell be at
least thiriy-six inches clear meesurement in a horizontal
1ine. There the Lforegmoing provisions of this persgropn
(c) cen mot be complised with, %ho reilroad coumission of
+he State of Celifornis mey gront vermission for the
following form of comnstruction; wnore two or more sSystems
for %ne distridution of electric light or power occupy
ithe came poled with wires or osbles, all wires ox cables
conducting or carrying &t any onoe time more than six

hundred volts of electricity mey be placed on the Cross-
arrSon one sSide oFf the pole, aend all wires or cables
condueting or oorrying loss than sald voltego, ghall in
szghcase, be placed on the crossarms on bdhe other side
of the pole; and further orovided, that the sSpace betwoen
any wire or coblo conaueting or carrying ot ony ome time
more thon Six hundred volts of clectricity ond any wire
or cebvle conducbing orcerrying less than ssid vollage
shall be ot least Thirty=-six inches in messurement in &
norizonbtol 1ino: and further orovided, that in such con-
struction o1l crosssrms cnedl be &t Leest thirty-six
inchos apert in 8 vertical line.

nta) Rum, place, oerect; or meintein eny wire or
ceble which conduct or carry st any one timo more vhaxd
six nundred volts of electricity, without causing esch
ce0sSarm, or such other 2pplisnce &8 may be used in liem
taereof, to waich such wire or’'cable is attache%,to be
kept at all times painted s bright yellow color,or, on
sueh crogserm, or other spplisnce usel in: 1iou ‘thereof,
ghall bo placed signs, providing in whito letters on o
groon background, not lees than Vhreo (3) inches in
hoight the words 'hign Toltege’ on the face end back of
osch crosserm. The provisions ol this naregreph (4)
chall no% bo reld to fpply to crosseras 1o wnich are
cttached wires or cabled carrying or corducting more
+aen ten Shousend volts of clectricity, ané whilch are
gisuesed outcide the corndrsto 1inits of any towm or
city which chall heve Ddeen incorporated as & mlcipality.

"(e) Tum, vlace, orect or maintsin ony 'guy”
wire or 'guy' cable sttached 1o sny pole or appliance
+o which is stitached sny wire or cable used to conduct
or corry oloctricity, without esusing seid 'suy' wire
or 'guy' cseble to bo effectively insulated &t &ll times
ot o distance of not less then our (4) foet nor more
then eight (8) feot (messured along the line of seid
wire or ceble) from the udper ond thereof, and at 2
woins not loss then (8) feot Tortically abovo the
éroun& from the lower ond tnereol: and further provided,
thet wrerever TWwo OX mOTC Teuy' wires or Teuy' cadles
cre attached to the Tome »pOlo and the came anchorage
nole thers chell be ot 1088t ono Loot, vertical space,
D atwoon the points of gttachment; and further provided,
+het no inswlotion shell be required av the lower egd
of a 'guy' wire .oTr Tguy' cable whore the sSamp 1S attached
to 8 grouwnded anchor; ond furthor provided, that where
eyt wires or Teuy? ceoles ore atrecned 1o & pole or
ciructure of steel or other conducting material smpporving
wires or cables carrylng in excess of fifteen thoussand
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volts whero vole or stiruciure is thoroughly grourded
no insulation shall bo roquired at suy point in said
‘guy' wire or '?uy' caeble; none of the provisions of
this peregraph (e) szall be held to applycto 'guy'
wires or 'guy' cebles attached to poles carrying no
wire or cable other than tolevhone, teclegreph or other
"sigmal' wire or cable, and which aroc situated outslde
the corporete limits of eny towm or ¢ity whick shall
nave been incorporeted as & municipelity.

"(£) Rwn, place, erect or maintain veritically
on exny yole any wire or cable used to conduct or corry
electricity, without cauvsing such wire or cable to be
ot oll time wholly inceaszed in & cesing egual in durability
exd insvlating efficloncy to a wooded casing not less
thar ore ané one=-half inches thick. The provisions of
this yersgraph (f) shall not be held to epply to worticsl
tclepnozne, telegrapn or other 'glgnel’ wires or cables
on poles where no other such wires or cables are main-
teined, and which are outside the corporste limits of
any town or ¢ity whick chall have beon incorporated es
& mmicipelity; nor fto wires or cables ruwn verticslly
on iron poles or structures where both pole or structure
and conduit cre securely grounded.

"(g) Place, orect or meintaein on any pole, or
any crodssrm or othor applisnce on said pole, which
cerries or uwpon which is placed an olectric arc lsmp,
any transformer for transforming clectric currentsy;
srovided, however, thet this section (g) shall not
SoPLly 1T ody erc lemp thet shell be suspended so that
it cen be trimmed from the ground or from & stand
located on “he pole not less then Seven feet below:
the %ronsformer: and further vrovided, thet in so
suspending em arc lamp (waero transrormer 1S located
ox Tame pole) no wire or cable in conmection there-~
with chell boe run verticelly on the pole umless sald
wire or caoble be protected 8s provided for in pare-
grope (f) of thls ceetion L.

"(n) Run, vlace, erect or malntein sny wire or
coble corrying more then fifteen thousend volis of
oloctricity across sny wire or cable carrying less
+han said voltoge or ascross eny puelic highway,
excopt on pole of zuch height and S0 placed at oach
crossing thot under no circumctances can sald wire
or cable of seid volitage higher than fifteen thousand
7olta in cese of breakege thereol or otherwise, come
in contect with any wire or ceble of less than sald
voltage, or fall within a distance of ten (10) feot
from the curface of any public highway; or in liou
~neroof double ctrength comstruction may be inztalled,
ip walch case %he wiret cerrying e voltege highor then
£4040an thousend volts chall, between the points of
crossing, be of & cross-section ares equal to at lesst
‘wice thet used ir tho line outside of such crossing,
excevpt waere the comducior used is eguel to number
cour (4) strended Brown and Sherpe gauge or groster,
in which cese the wires or cables will be considered
as complying with the law.




*{i) Run, vlace, ereat or masiniain sny suspension
wire to which is ettached eny '"aerial' cable of '"75
palr number ninetoen Brown and Shearpe gouge® or over,
or of "100 psir number iwenty-two Brown and Sherve
gouge' or over suspended from o crossarm (or from any
otror structure or gpplisnce from which sald suspension
wire 12 hwung), by o sirgle bolt and clamp without ot
the seme time atlaching said susponsion wire to said
cross_srms, siructure or applience by an additional
Tgadety’ Wolt snd clamp or other 'safety'appliance for
wnus attaching seld suspension wire) of tensile strength
equal to the first herein seld bolt end clamp.

"Sec. 2. Nome of the vprovisions of the proceding
section shall be held to 2pply o *direct current?
electric wires or c¢ebloes heving the ssme polerity, nor
to "signal' wires when no more than two (2) of such
‘signel' wiree are sttached to eny one vole; nrovided,
thaet nome of such 'dirasct currentt or "signelY wires
shall in any case be run, vieced, erectod or malintaeined
within the aistance of thirteen (13) inches from tne
centor line of any vole (other than the pole or poles
or which said wires or caovles are carried) carrying
electric wires or cables; and provided further, thet o8
betweeon any two wirec, or cables, or Lny wire or cadle
run, placed, erected or maintained in violation of the
vrovisions of this sectiorn £ only the wire or ceabloe
Last in voint of time run, placed, erected or maintained
shell be held 40 be run, placed, erecited or maintained
tans in violaotion of suld provisions. .

*Sec. 3. No commission, officor, sgent or employeo
of tho State of Californis, or of any city and county
or city or county or other pdlitical subdivision thereod,
and no other verson, flrm or corporation Shall run, place,
orect or maintain any 'span' wire attached to any wire
or cable w3od to conduct oxr cerry electricity, without
cancing 98id 'sypen' wire to be at &ll times effectively
neulated between the outer point et which 1t is in ony
cese fastoned %o the pole or other structure by which 1v

] ) 'L . ! . N R
16 1Umg 07 Sondttad, end ot %edpgmishaic vaich it 35
ase thus etvached; provided, at suo ne
égaﬁyngt :n any case bYo placed Less tnan two (2) feet
or more tnen four (4) feet from seid point ot which said
Tgpan' wiro ic so attached, and that whon in any ocase
such 'span’ wire 1¢ attached along 1ts lengik to any
two (2) such wires or csibles, conducting or cerrying
eloctricity and oxteznding parallel to osch other, nobt more
thex eighteen (18) Zeet spert, cuch insulation shall nov
ve roquired thnerein ot auy point beiween such parallel
wires or cablec; none of ithe provisions of th:.c:' section
threa () skrell bo held to avply where 'feeder’ wires

ere used in plece of Tspan' wires.




"Sec. 4. Lny violation of any provision of this
2¢t cshall be decmed to be & mizdemeznor, and ckall be
punishable upon conviction by o fine of not exceecding
7ive hundred &ollsrs ($500.00) or by imprisoament in
o county Jeil not excoedhgsix(6) months or by both
cuck fine ond imprisonment.

"Sec. 5. ALl sets or parts of acts which are in
conflict with the, or with any of tho provisions of
this, aet, axre hereby repoaled.

"Soc. 6. This act shall teke efifect Six months
from tho date oFf its pessagge in so for as it relates
to new work, and & period of five yeers shall be
allowed in waich %o reconstruct oll existing work
end the construction %o comply wita the provisions of
this act. :

"Sec. 7. ISny commissioner, officer, agent or
employee of the State of Celifornis Or any civy and
county,or city or county, or other political sub=-
division thereof, or euy other porson, Ifirm oxr cor-
poresion may upon proper epplication to the reilroad
commission of %he State of Celifornia be granted by
seid roailroad commission an extension of vime beyond
thet provided for in section six of this sed; pro-~
vidad, it iz shown to the getislection of ceid com-
Zission that “he provisions of this act con not o
complied with by said cpplicent within sald tiwe,

or thet %he spylicant for good and sulficlent ressons
%08 no% beon &ble S0 comply with the provisions of
this ees, and thet such applicant has herotofore wused
due ¢iligernce 8o o do within the Time specified in

S

'y

aid section zix,.

vspe. 8. Tho railrocd commission of the State
of California is horedy vosted with authority snd
sower, at its discretion to grant sucn additioneal
Lime end LS heroby instructed o inspect oll work
waton 45 included in %he provicions of this act, and
to moke such further cddivtions and chonged &5 said
commission may deem nececgary for Tho purnose of
safety to omploypes and the general puolic, end the
cold railroad coumission is hereby charged yith the
duty of seeing that all the vrovisions of this sct
are properly enforced.” .




Sections 7 and 8 were sdded by the Legislature of 1915.
Prior to their ensotment, the Railroad Cormission was charged with
no responsibility in connection with the renforcement of the statute.
As will be obsexrved, the Rallroad Commission is empowered, in
proper cages, to grant extensions of time for compliance withkh the
provisions of the statute, and is specifically charged with the
duty of secing $hat all the provisions of the statute are properly

enforced.

chapterleoo; Lews of 1916, beocame effective on Angust‘8§

1915. The Reilroad Commission promptly sent notice to each core
poration, firm and persen affected, directing thelr attentlion to
the statute and to the necessity of filing sppliocations for ex-
tenslons of time If the stetute had zot been fully complied with.
The petition herein was filed in accordance with these directions.

The testimony shows that the five petiticners herein,
together with The Pacific Telephone and_mélegraph Company and
Pecific Rleoctric Railway Compeany, are members of the Joint Pole
Committee of Los Angeles and that, 1o & very considerable extent’
poles in Los Angelee arec msed Jointly by two or more membera of
the Committes. This situation will call for cooperation between
the various members of the Committee in such reconstruetion work
88 Will be necessary to comply with the statute. The parties
will be expected to éooperate fvlly to this end.

The testimony shows thet, with certain minor mninten=
tionsl exceptions, the petitioners have complied with the provi-
sions of Chapter 499, lews of 1911, 4in 21l conmstruction work per-
formed subsequent to the effective date of the statute. The
togtimony slso shows that in vexry few 1ngtanoee hag any recone
gtructionomxk of existing structures been done for the sole pur-
pose of complying witk the provisions of the statute. TWhile to
some extent existing structures have been reconstywcted in aocords

ance with the statute, this work has generally been done In con-

rection with other work which petitioners or some of them found
-




it necessary or desirable to do for purposes apart from the statute.

While vetitioners allege that 1t would be cheaper for them
to defer reconstruction until through depreciation, obsolescence;
commercial neoeds, or other reasons. such reconstruction should be=-
come necessary, we are clesrly of the opinior thst it was not the
intention of the Legislature that the matter should be handled in
thls manner. -

If tke legislature had intended that no special effort
should be made to rceconstruct exlisting construction, the statute
would have becr made applicedle to Pfuture construction alone. The
statute as passed in 1911 clearly directs that ell oxisting work

be roconstructed, wherever necessary, within five years, entirely

irrespective of whether such reconstruction work womld or wonld not

be completed within that time for other reasons.

Chapter 499, Laws of 1911, and Chapter 600, Laws of 1915,
are clearly safety measures and should be enforeced as such. All
reasonable diligence should be exercised in complying with the
statule, so that the rolicy of the State with reference to these
safety measures should be carried into effect completely at as
ecrly a date as is rcasonably possible. |

At the seme time, consideration must be given to the
financial condition of some of the less progperous utilities
affected, to certain special circumstances and to the faret that
if the reconstruction work i1s directed to be done as & rusk Job,

~ immediste
necessitating the employment of meny new ané more or less inexperi-
enced omployees, maxny more caswelties will occur than 1f the work
is done by the trained and experienced employees of these utilities.

Ve belleve that the situation will be clarified if all
parties understand definitely that the State's policy es8 announced
in these statutes is to be carried into effect as speedily as is
reasonadbly possible snd that the Reilrosd Commission intends to
do everything in its power %o bring about this result.

We shall now refer briefly to the testimony affecting

the individual petitioners herein.




108 ANGEIES GAS AND ELECTRIC CORPORATION.

This petitioner is engaged in the distribution and ssle
of electric energy in the City of Los Angeles and to 2 few ocus- .
tomers outside the city. At the time of the enactment of Chapter
499, Taws of 1911, only between 104 and 20% of the Borporation’s
system complied completely with the provisions of the statute.
The reconstruction which hss taken place subsequent to the effece
tive dste of Chapter 499, Laws of 191l, has been prompted primarily
by considerations other thar the provisions of the gtatute. The
Oorporation estimates that an expenditure of $65;888.35, less
sslvage not to exceed $5,000.00, will be necessary for complete

complience with the statute.
Ios Angeles Gas and Electric Corporation draws attention

to the fact that it provides the poles and wires for the street
lighting system of Los Angeles, and that in certain resypects

thig construction is not in accord with the provisions of the
statute, but that the City of Los Angeles hag expressed the ine-
tention of shortly installing its own mnnicipally owned and operat-
ed street lighting system. Undexr these ocircmmstances, it would

not seem reasonsble to require Ios Angeles Gas and Electric Corpo-
ration $0 comrence reconstruction now op this portion of its system.
When tke City of Los Angeles installs its own municipsl street
lighting system, Los Angeles Gas and Rleotrioc CO:§oration will

remove its own street lighting system, wherempon the violations of

the stetute with reference to this property will be removed.

PACTFIC LIGHT & POWER CORPORAT TON.

Pocific Light & Power Corporation distributes electric
energy in the City of Los Angeles, and in & portion of the
Counties of Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside and
xbfn. The Corporation's principel transmission line connects
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with the Corporation’s Big Creek Development and passes through
the Counties of Fresmo, Tulare, Xern and los Angeles. The
Corporation’s Exbibdit No. 1 shows that there are 6,850 violations
of the statute on its system resﬁlting from the Carporation's own
poles not having & horizontal clearance of 13 inches:; 117 fiola-
tions reswlting from the fact that horizontal clearances of foreign

poles are ot 13 inches? 1'455 violationa with referance 4o tole-

Phone brackets on poles; 4,169 vioclations resulting from vertical
clearances of less than fouxr fest; 9:044 violations restlting from
the failure to have the appropriste high voltage sigms: 273 viola-
tions in cases where there is only one bod in a guy wire: 42 vio-
lations in cases in which vertical wires on poles are not encased
in the proper conduits; and seven violations in ceses in which the
electric wires are less than four feet over telephone wires. The
Corporation's Exhibit No.l shows that an expenditure of $29,643.00
will be necessary to remove all the violations of the statute.

L0S ANGELES RAILWAY CORPORATION.

Los Angeles Reilway Corporation owns and operates an
electric streef railway, principally in the City of Los Angeles.
The Corporation presented testimony to show that in 1911 approxie
nately one half of its construction complied with the provisions
oL Chapter 499, Lews of 1911; and that at the date of the kearing
herein, about 80% of its entire system ocpgplied with the statute.
The principal faillure to comply wifh.the statute oonsiafa in the
lack of the Presoribed insulation in the span wires, there being
between 200 and 300 cases of this cheraoter. The Corporation
estimates that 1t will coﬁt $1500.00 to bring its system into

complete complisnce with the statute.




HOME TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY OF I0S ANGELES.

This corporation operstes a telephone system principally
in the City of Loe Angelos. The- company testified that im 1911,
only o small portion of its system eomplied with the provisions
of Chapter 499, Laws of 191)l. The testimony presented in behaldf
of the company shows that st the time of the hearing, out of a
total of 37,853 poles whickh sre either entirely or partly owned
by the company, 27,325 comply with the statute, leaving a dalance
of 10,528 on which reconstrunetion will be necessary. The company
claims that 1,179 polee have been reconstructed for the sole pur= -

rose of complying with the provisions of Chapter 499, Laws of 1911.

The company estimates that it will be necessary to expend $45,600.00
to remove the violations of the statute.

SOUTHERN CALTIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY.

This company transmits and distributes electric enexrgy
in the City of Los Angeles, and in the Counties of Los Angeles,
8an Bernardino, Orange and Rivercide. At the time Chapter 499
Laws of 1911, Decame effective, the company owmed approximately
457000 poles, of whick number abont 33,000 have been reconstructed
in accordance with the statute. While the larger portion of this
reconstruction wes done for other purposes, the company ¢laima
that a portion of its work of reconstxmotion has beeﬁ done solely
for the purpose of coxplying with the provisions of the statuts.
The compeny rerports that at the present time it will de necéasary
to lower existing oross-arms to secure the requisite four-foot
vertical clearance on 521 poles; that on 9ﬁ426 poles 1t will be
necessary to change the crcsg-arms and to substitute longer cross-
arms to secure the mecessary horizontal clearances; and that it

will be necessary, to obtain the requisite clearances, to install

higher polee in 2,758 cases. At the present time the company
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roports a totsl of 90,966 poles in its eystem, and that & total
expexditure of $75;000.00 will be necesssary to secure complete
compliance with the qtatnte.

Patitioners admit that the expenditures hereinbefore
roeferred to should not be charged solely to the requirements of
the statute, for the reason that in many instances the existing
poles and other property have materislly deteriorated, so that in
due course of time 1t would be necosaarytin any event, to replace
them.

All the petitionexs herein have asked for an extension
of f4ive years within which to gerform the necessary work of re-
construction on their respective systems. This extension is
asked on the assumption that their work of reconstruction in the
future will be condnoted slong the same lines on which it has
teen condunoted in the past, namely, that reconstruction will be
done principelly only when rendered necesssry or adviseble fox
reagons other than the requirements of the ztatute. 4ll the
petitioners sdmit that if efforts are made to reconstruct their
systens for the specific purpose of complying with the statute;

the work osn be done in a considerably shorter period of time.

Low Angedes Gas and Blectric Corporation takes the position that

by resson of the joint occupancy of poles; the minimum period

{in which its work of reconstruction can be performed iz three
years. =Pacific Light & Rower Corporation presented testimony

to show that if its work of recomstruction were dome with all
posaible speed, it world reguire not less thah two years, dut
that if the work were dome in the sefest and most economical

wey, it would be necegsary to secure an extension of three years.
Ios Angeles Railway Corporaetion presented tegtimony to show that
1ts mork of reconstruotions could be done in ome year but that

e considerabie portion of this work 4s Joint construction and




that 1t would be less expensive to do thls portion of its work

in connection witk the other utilities, who.are oclalming that it
will take them between two and three yesxs to do the work.

Home Telephone and Télegraph Compeany of Los Angeles presented
testimony to show that it will take about three and one half years
to 8o its reconstruction work, on the assumption that & orew of
8ix men and one team is specially sent 6ut for this purpose, and
that the company’s other construction and reconstiuction orews
would, in the regular course of their work, bring &t leaat as

many poles to standard as this special crew. Southern California

Edison Compsny tskes the position that its work of recomstruction

counld be completed in Zfrom two to three years, if additional
gangs of men sre organized for this purpose and that if the five
year extension is gramted, sapproximately $30,000.00 out of =&
totel estimate of $75,000.00 could de saved.

The Electrical Workers heve taken the position in all.
these proceedings that they do no%t wish unnecessarily to eubarress
any utility, thet they sre willing that a reasonable extension
of time showld be granted, but that they desire assurance that
within the course of the next few years the statute will be com-
sletely complied with by ell corporations, firms snd persons to
which 1t spplies.

After careful consideration of all the factors whioch
enter iato the prodlem, we have reached the conclusion that an
extension of time mutil June 30, 1919, should be granted to
petitioners herein, on the condition that at least one-third of
the necegsary work of recomsiruction shall be completed by June 30,
1917; at least two-thirds by June 30, 1918; and the entire work,
g0 thet the statute will Xx in all respects/complied with, by
June 30, 1919. Provision will be made for the filing of progreoss
reports by petitioners with the Red 1road Commission, showing the
oxtent to which work hes been done under the statute during each
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DPeriod and the extent to which work remeins to be done. Forms
for these reports will be supplied by the Railroad Commission.
The first repoxt shall cover the veriod ending Deceuber 31; 1916,
snd shali be filed within 15 days after the expiration of this
period. The succeeding reports shall be filed for each subse-
quent period of six moaths and shell be filed in each case within
15 days after the expiration of each six montha"ﬁeriod.

The testimony showed a few instancea in whick new
congtruction dy petitioners subsequent to the effective date
o2 Chapter 499, Laws of 1911, does not comply with the provisions
of the statute. DPetitioners in this proceeding as ﬁell as all
other corporations, firms and persons subject to the provisions
of the statute should take immediate steps to removs every violaf
tion in new comstruction subsequent to the eflective date of
Chepter 499, Laws of 1911.

Te submit the following form of order:

Tos Angeles Gas and Eleetric Corporation, Pacific Light
& Power Corporation, Los Angeles Railway Corporation, Home Tele
Phone and Telegraph Compsny of Los Angeles and Southern California
Bdisor Company having filed their petition for en extension of
tize within which to comply with the provisions of Chapter 499,
Lawe of 1911, as amended by Chapter 600, Laws of 1915, and pubdblic
hearings having been held,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED &8 follows:

1. The time within which petitioners herein shell

reconstruct thelr existing systems so as to comply completely

with the provisions of Chapter 499, lews of 1911, as amended by
Coapter 600, Laws of 1915, ic hereby extanded to and inclunding
=16-




June 30; 1919, on condition thet at least one-third (1/3) of the

reconstruction work necessary to be done shall be completed on
or before Jume 30, 1917; at least two-thirds (2/3) on or before
June 30, 1918; and the entire work on or before June 30, 1919.

2., At the times herein directed, thevpe‘bitionera
shall file with the Railroad Commission, on forms to be supplied
by the Railroad Commission, progress reports sbowing, in such
detail es will be prescribed by the Railroad Cormission, the extont
to whioh the necessary reconstruction work has been performed during
the pericd covered by the report and also the extent to which re-
construction work remains to be done in oxder that the property
wil gomply Witk the provisions of Chepter 499, Laws of 1911, es
' amended by Chapter 600, Laws of 1915. The first repo:.-'t shall
cover the period ending December 31, 1916, and shall be f£iled
with the Railroad Commission within 15 deys subsequent thereto.
The succeeding reporis .shall cover the snoceeding six-months'
periods respectively, and shall be £iled on or before the explra=-
tion of 15 days after the terminetion of each such succeeding
poriod of six mouths.

The foregoing opinion and order aXxe .h'eroby approved
and ordered filed as the opinion and order 0f the Reilrosd Com-
mission of the State of Celifornis.

Dated at San Francisco, California, thiazé_z_}*_ day
of September, 1916. o

. aa
. | 7 /
Commiassioners. K
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