
Dec1sion :No • _____ • 

:BEFORE THE RAILROAIl COMUISSION' OF T:a:E S~ATE OF CALIF ORNIA. 

In the matter of the app11cation ot ) 
the COUNTY OF FRESNO for an order ) 
cUreeting The Atchison, Topeka and ) 
Santa Pe Railway CompSllY to incre6,se ) 
the width of the undergrade public ) 
highway Ol'oSS~ in the Town of Laton, ) 
in the S.E. 1/4 of Sec. 20, T.17 S.. ) 
R.2l E., M.D.B. & M. ) ............••....•••.••......•••..•... ) 

, 

~ L~~lUJ~U~~~ 
Applicat10n No. 2402. 

Re~y Rawson, AsSistant D1str1ct Attorney, for applicant. 
:r. r:. Walker for The Atch1son, ropeka &: Santa Fe Railway Comp~ 

GORDON, Commissioner. 

OPINION ------ ...... 

This app11cat1on was !11ed on July 8, 1916 and a public 

heering was held at Laton, ?resno County, on September 16 .. 1916. 

z.he undergrade crossing covered in this npplicat10n is 

located on the main count? road betw~~:: Yi~ viilOO or FI8!IlO Rna 
.Ha.l:l.:rord. oo",:c:ty seats o~ F:rosno &rld X:f.ngB CO\l.nt:1ee, ree:peot1:veJ.7_ 

The structure consists of an open deck trestle of three s~ans o~ 

unoqual. leugtb.. The most northerly s'Pan 18 11' -lot" wid.e in the 

southerly span is 12'-0" Wide in the cles.r. The oenter span has 

8 clear depth trom bottom of stringers to top of road of 111-9". 
The two end spans are partially filled with earth, ana. have in 

each case a clear depth of from 2'-6" at the abutments to ~or-4" 

At the pile bents ot the center span. There 1s a board sidewalk 
4 ~eet wid.e ra:::u:l.1ng through the most northerly apan.. Owing to the 

shallow overhead clearance at this orossfng the deck of the trestle 

is very thin and 1s composed of 6"X8" ties laid fla.t on 4-7"xl6" 

str~rs under each ra~l. 

This undergrade crossing was formerly a single span 
openillg which was re1>a.e.ced in 1910 by the present creosoted 
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struoture, the life of which is estimated to be from 15 to 30 

years. The renewal and widening of the struoture was pro~'b17 

caused by the high maintenance cost of the tall unsupported bulk-

heads and to the fa.ct that several school chUdren were nearly 

run down in the single opening by automobiles. The ~crease in 

length of this trestle has not, however, ~oro$sed the capaoity 

of the ~bway for traffiC. whiCh ~ounts to some 500 vehicles per 

day. except for the w1dew$lk above noted. 

Observations made on the ground by the COmmission'S 

engineer Show that two teams or automobiles osnnot pass within 

the limits of this subway and that bulky loads. such as hay, have 

considerable d1!ficulty in going under it. 

From the evidence submitted I f~d that the present 

undergrade cross1l:lg was a.pproved when oonstructed, in 1910, by a 

former Supervisor. I also find that the railroad comp~ and 

the present Supervisor of this district agreed on the necessary 
improvement8 required at this subway, and have also agreed on 

the diVision o~ the cost. 
, 

After due oonsidoration I reoommend the following form 

of order: 

o R D E R - - - .... -
Fresno County, CaJ.itornia. ha.ving applied to the Com-

mission for an order directing The Atohison. Topeka aDd Santa ~a 
Rail~y Comp~ to increase the width of the ~dergrnde public 

high.way cross1l:lg 1n the Town o~ Laton; m::l.d a public hearing having 

been held; and it appearing that the application should be granted 

subject to certain conditions; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, That The Atohison, Topeka and 

Santa Fe Railway Company construot an additional span and a new 

bulkheaa on the southerly end of the present trestle; remOTe the 
eerth in the present center and south.erly spans to a depth o~ 

n~e (9) tnches below the surface of the pr&sent road 1n the 
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center span; remove the bulkhead plank in the present five-p1le 

bu.lkhead e.nd br1:lg said bulkhead ·cent up to standard s1x-p1le 

construotion. 
The expense of the improvements above ordered· shAll be 

borne eq'~elly by ~he Atchison, Topeka, o.nd. Sa.nte Fe Railway 

Co=-:peny and the County of Fresno, providing the total cost of 
samo shall not exceed Six RUIld-red (~600.) Doll~rs; :t.n cn.se 

the total cost eho.il exceed. Six Hundred (~;600.) Dollsrs, the 
c.tlount 'Zo be psid b~ the Cot:nty o'! Fres::t.o s:ilall b e ~hree 

Hundred (:~SO~.) :Ooll~rs, and. the balance shD.ll ?e paid by The 
~tchison, Topeka, and Sante ?c Railway Comp~ny. 

The cAPonsc of ~1nt$ining tho improvements ordered 

s1:&11 be bome 'by The AtChison, ~o:peke, and Se.nte Fe :Railway 

C o:npeny. 

The Co~ss1on resorves the right to make such further' 

ordors rel~t1ve to the construction, operation, maintenance, 
and protection of sa.~.d. undersrade crossing as to 1 t mo.y seem 

right ~nd proper. 
Tho foro501ns opinion and. order ere hereby spproved 

and ordered filed as the opinion and order ot the Railroad 
Commission of tho St~tQ of C~l1forn1a. 

D~ted a.t Sa::. Francisoo, Ce.l1~ornia, this:2 g-pl, ..day 

o~ SepteQber, 1916. 

Commissioners. 
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