
~ecieion No. ________ __ 

BEFOR.E TB:E RAILROAD COMMISSION OF T:a:E STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

---000---

In the matter oi the application 
of I. H. Skillman and D. W. Rill, 
partners under the name ot BIDWELL 
ELECTRIC COMPANY tor a declaration 
that public convenience and neces-
sity require the exercise of cer-
tain franchise rights to construct 
and operate a certain electric line 
in Modoc County. 

~ l ~p11cation No.240&. 
} 
) 
) 
) 

D. W. Rill for applicant. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

I. H. SKILD.Wl end :D'. W. RILL. partners 

under the name and style of BIDWELL ELECTRIC COMPANY. 

apply to the :Re,ilroad. Coxnmiseion for a de,olaration that 

public convenience and necessity require the exercise by 

applicants ot the rights and privileges granted by Ordi-

nance No. 62 of the County of Modoc on Jn1y 17. 1916. ro-
ferring to the transmission and distributio~ of electr1c 

energy. 
APp11cants' ele'ctric generating equipment 

is installed in the :flour mill of Empire Milli:cg Company 

loca.ted about one mile north of Fort :Bidwell, Modoc CO'OJl-

ty, e, town with a population of about 500. 

-1-



The mill. which is operated. but a few weeks eaoh 

7ear, had an excess of power. It leased to applicants 

for ten 7ears at a rental of $20 per month, part of its 

building with use of its exoess water power. The water 

is oonveyed to the mill from Bidwell Oreek by a ditch 

with a. ca.pa.city of 150 miner's inches to a point about 

400 feet north of the mill from whioh point it passes 

through an 18 inch pipe to a turbine wheel in the mill 

with a fall of 270 feet. Applicants have insta.lled in 

the mill a 60 k.w. single phase 2200 volt generator. 

The lessor has filed on 500 miner's inches 

of wa.ter which under the lease applicants may use with-

out further compensation, except to sufficiently enlarge 

the ditch to carry it. 
Applioant~ tra.nsmission line is about one 

mile in length and is constructed on 35 foot tamarack 

poles ca:rying two No. 9 bare iron Wires. This line Will 

be operated at 2,200 volts. The distributing lines are 

of similar construction except for the cond.uctors which 

are No. 6 B. & s. ~. weather proof copper wire. 
Applicants estimate the cost o~ plant and 

system when cocpleted a.t about $5.000.00. 
Of seventy dwellings in town about fort7 

have been wired for lighting service and all but ten are 

aooessible to the distr1oution lines now under construo-

tion. Applicants have arranged to supply power to mo-

tors having an aggregate 20 horsepower and it is expected 
that there will be from 10 to 15 horsepower in motors whiCh 
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ma7 be secured. Nearly all the available commercial lighting 

has already been procured. The people have recently voted, 

83 to l, in favor of a municipal lighting d1str1ct,'wh1ch ~~11 

produce a S%'oss revenue for the new electric plant o! about 
~36 pel' month. 

~he rate proposed is l5 oente per k.w.h. 

for the first 20 k.w.h. per month; then 6 oents per k.w.h. 

for all excess. On July 17,1916, the County of Modoc, by, 
, 

ordinance No. 62. granted to applicants the right to use the 

roads, streets and highwe.~·s of the three precinots of Bidwell 

East. Bidwell west and Lake City, all in Modoc Co~t1. for 

the transmission and distribution of electrio energy. AP-
plicants paid $50 for this franchise. 

Applicants conte1mpla te extending the1r 

lines at some fUture time about 16 miles south ot Fort Bid-

well to Lake City t a town of a.bout 300, where 1 t is reported 

that there is considerable demand tor electr10 service. No. 

businese has yet been solicited in Lake City. 

No electric servioe is now being ~pplied 

to either Fort Bidwell or Lake C1t1 nor has other ap~lication 

been made therefor, and no objection to granttag the ~reeent 

applieation has been made. 

A public hearing having been held in the above 

entitled prooeeding and the matter having been subm1tted. 

TEE RAlIaOAJ) COMMISSION OF THE S~ATE OF CAtIFOR-

NIA hereby declares that public convenience and neceSSity re-

quiTe the exercise by I. R. Skillman and ~. W. Rill, partners 
under the name and style o'! BidwelJ. Eleotric Compe.ny. of the 
r1ghte and priVilegem conforred by Ordinance 

No. 62 o~ the County of Modoc, adopted JUly 
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17. 1916. provided said r. H. SKILLMAN and D. W. RILL 

shall £irst have filed With the Railroad Commiesio~ a 

stipulation declaring that Bidwell Electric CompanY', 

1 ts succeSSors a.:o.d. assigns will never claim before 

the Railroad. Commission or any court or other public 

boa.,- a value for said rights and pr1vileges in excess 
of the actual CO:3t to s a1d I. H. S:Z:II.Ii:r~ and D. W. 

HILt of aoquiring said rights and pr1Vileges, whioh 
said cost is represented b~ them to have been $66. 

and provided they shall have reoeived from the Railroad 

Commission a supplemental order declaring that such 

stipulat10n in form satisfactory to the .Ra1lroad Com-
miSSion has been filed with the Railroad Co~ss1on. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, thie 
day of Ootober, 1916. 

CommIssioners. 


