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————

In the matter of the appli-~

cation of the BOARD OF SURPER~

TISORS of Contra Costa County

for an order granling per=-

migaion o comstruct a public Applicetion No. 2474.
railroad crossing soxoss the

tracks of the Southern Paclfic

Compeny at Bay Point.

In the matter of the appli-

cation of the BOARD OF SURER-

TISORS of Contra Costa County

for an order granting permission

to construct a public railroad Application No. 2480
orossing across the tracks of

the Oakland, Antioch and Zastern

Roilway Company at Bay Point,

Contra Costa County, Californis.

In the matter of the applicaticn

of the BOARD OF SURERVISORS of

Contra Coste County for an oxder

granting permission to construct Application No. 248l.
a public railroad orossing across

the tracks o2 The Atchison, Topexa,

angd Sante Fe Railway Company ot Bay

Poinv.
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m. D. Johnston District Attormey of Contra Costa County for
applicant.

seorge D. S¢uires for Southern Pacific Compeny.

J. W. Walker and Platt Kent for The Atchison, Topeks and Sante
Pe Reilway Conpany.

S. I. Nepthely for Osklend, Antiock snd Esstern Railway Company.
GORDON, Commissioner.

CPINIONXN

In these three applications the County of Contra Costa
geeks permission to construct the seme public highway at grade

across the tracks of the Southern Pacific Comoony, The Atchison,




Topeka and Ssnte Fe Rallway Company, and the Oakland, Antioch

snd Eastern Reilway in the town of Bey Point. The rightis of

way of the three companies adjoin each other at the location

o2 the proposed orossings; the distance between the outer tracks

of the throe rallrosds is less than 400 feet; and the three ¢ross-

ings applied for are substantislly one orossing. The applications

were heerd together and can be covered in one opinion end order.
™e street or highwey which the county proposes to extend

20r08s the tracks is the principel rorth and south street in Bay

Point. A%t the site of the proposed crossings the tracks rurn in

o general cast snd west direction with the four tracks of the

Southeryn Pacific Company to the extreme north, the two tracks

of the Osklend, Antiock end Zastern Raeilway oxn the south, and

the five tracks of The Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe Railwey

Company between the tracks of the other two componies. The:

station building of Sasnte Fe Railwey Company 1s located east of

the proposed street between its own trocks end those of the Qakland,

Aintioch and Eastern Railway. The Southern Pacific Company's

station is west of the proposed street, between its own tracks

22d those of the Sente Te.

There 13 no seottloment noxth o2 tho Sounthern Psolfic

Compsny's tracks. The need for the extension of tho street

seross the tracks has been occesioned by the comstruction of &

comnty rosd om the morth of the tracks, which has been laid out
to comnect the highway system of tho county with the roads in
Bay Point by means of the crossings sought in thie applicstion.
At the present time this street is open and travelled across the
tracks of the Oakland, Antiockh and ZEastern and the Sante Fe
Company, &nd it is ueed as & private crossing over the Soutkern

Pacific Compeny's treacks.




It can be seen from the foregoing description of the

situation here that if this street 13 not opened over the tracks
of the Qskland, Antioch and Zastern access can not be secured

to the station of the Ssnte Fe: snd if, in addition, it is not
opened scross the Sante Fe tracks the Southern Pacific Company's
station can not ve resched by the public. These facts haw mnade
1t clear to me that these 2pplications should be gramted. The
oroasings are used st the present time, to deny the applicatioms
wonld not serve to close them, and two of them at least can not
ve closed without great incomvenifonce to the public.

About ome-half mile west of the crossings proposed are
two orossings, one Southern Pacific and ome Senta Fe, that now
take the traffic which will use the proposed orossings. At
these points the tracks of the reilroad companies ere some distance
gspaxt, and the croscings of both railroads sre badly obscured;
in the case of the Santa Fe by & out, and in the case of the
Southern Pacific by buildings at the intersection of the tracks
and the road. These ovatructions are sufficient to make these
two erossings extremely dengerous. The Southerm Pacific orossing
i8 now protected by =& bell, dut no protection exlsts at the Santa
Pe ocrossing. The county proposes to close these two crossings
when the orossings applied for herein are opened, and in my opinlon
the closing of these crossings and the opening of the crossings
sought in this application will be an exchsnge wiich will greatly
improve the grade crossing situation in this vicinity.

On acosunt of the large numbdber of tracks to be orossgd
under these applications,somemethod of orossing, other than at
grade, would be exceedingly desirable; but in a flat couniry
with the watexr level close to the surface, which is the situation

here, it is impracticable to comstruct either = subway or &




viaduete The bast thing to be doxe 1s to protect the grsade

ecroasings so faxr as it can be done.

The orossing of the Oskland, Antioch and Eastern
Radilway 1s entirely unobstructed. There is & station close to
the orossing at which nearly 2ll trains stop, so that orossing
is not particularly dangerous. I belleve, as far as this road
is concerned, that the crossing will be mply scefeguarded if all
treing, botk freight snd passenger, will pass over the crossing
at & speed not greater than 10 miles per hour.

As far as the other two roads are concerned, it is clear
that some othexr protection is needed. On account of the peculiar
situation existing by reason of the tracks of the two companies
Yeirg so close together, and besause most of them are swiitching
tracks, I believe that an sutomatic flagumen protecting the main
line of each road, and possidly the most important of the
remaining tracks, will afford the best protectiom for the oross-
ings of these two companies, vprovided all switching movements
over the orossings are made under the protection of a brakemsn or
other employe of the compeny scting &8 & ¢rossing watchmah for
the time being.

It 48 usuel in cases of this sort for the applicant
to Stand the exvense of installing s new orossing, including
the co8t of such protective devices as may be ordered. Here
the croseings are practically comstructed, but the expense
necessery to extend them to & proper width and to give them &
gatisfectory surfece should te borne by the county. As far es
the protection is concerned the situation is s little unusual,
pecause both the Southern Pacific Compeny end the Sante Fe
Company ere having & dangerous ¢rossing closed with the openins
of a new one. The crossing of the Sante Fe which is %to e




close& {S sufPiciontly dengerouns to require protection and 1t
Beems to me to be fair to require thet compeny to protect the

new orossing at its own expense when the existing crossing 18

closed. Since the Southern Preific Company's orossing which
18 to be sbandoned is already protected by & bell, I believe
that if that compeny furnlshes an automatic flagman for the

vew orossing it will have do.ne its pert, and the county can

very well afford to pay for its installation.

I recommend the following form of order:
ORDER.

BOARD OF SURPERVISORS, of Contre Costae County, havin

epplied to the Commission for permission to construet & publio

highwey &t grede over the tracks of three reilway compenies,

a8 hereinsfter indicated; and a public hearing havim Dbeen
held; and it gppearing to the Commission thet this application
should be granted subJect to cortein conditions;

I? IS HEEREBY ORDERED, That permission be and the same
hereby is granted Board of Supervisors of Contre Costa County
to cormstruct & public highwey at grade scross the tracks of
the Southern Pacific Compeny, Oskland, Antioch and Bestern
Railway, axd The Atchison, Topeka and Sante Pe Railwey Company
at Bay Point, at the plece and in the manner chown by the maps
attached to the svplicetions. This permission is granted
subject to the following conditions and not otherwise:

(1) The orossings shall be comstructed of a width
not less than thirty (30) feet, with grades of approach not to
exceed three (3) per cent; shkall in every way be made safe

and convenient for the passage thereover of vehlicles and othex




road traffic.

(2) The entire expense of comstructirm the crossings
shell be borne by the applicant. =Each rallwey company shall
thereafter meintain the e¢roscings between the rails of its
own tracks snd to & distence two (2) feet outside thereof.

The expense of meinteining the rest of the crossings shall be
borne by aprlicant.

(3) The existing crossings of The Atchison, Topeks,
and Sante Fe Railwey Company and of the Southern Pacific Company,
epproximately one-half mile west of the crossings applied for

nerein, shall be permenently closed to public travel.

(4) TFor the protection of the crosaing of the Oaldand,
Antloch and Fastern Rellway =1l treins, both freight end passen-
ger, of thet company shall proceed over the orossing et & speed
not greater than ten (10) miles per hour, snd & stondard cross-
ing sign shall be installed at the expense of the spplicant.

(5) TFor the protection of The Atchison, Topeia and
Sente Fe Railway Compeny’s erossing, the company shall, at its
ovn expense, install an sutomatic fLlegmen of & type approved

by the Commission; and the expenss of maintaining the flogmen

thereafter shell be borne by that coméany.

(6) TFor the protection of the crossing of the Soutb-
ern Pacific Compeny, the compsny shall install en sutometic
flagmen of & type epproved by the Commission. The exXpense
of furnishing and meintaining this flagmen shell be borme by
+he Southern Pacific Compeny, and the expense of its installation
8hall be borne by the applicant.

(7) Allswitching movements made over these crossings




abhall be msde under the protection of a brakeman, or Other
employe 02 the railrosd compsny doing the switching, and actimg
texporarily as & watchman for the crossing.

(8) The Commission reaerves the right to meke
such farther orders relative to the location, counstruotion

mointenance, operatioz, and protection of sald crossings'as to
it may seem right and proper, and t0 revoke its permission 1%,
in i1ts judgment, the public convenlence and necessity demend
such sction.

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby sapproved
and ordered Ffiled ss the opinlon and oxrder 02 the Railroad
Commission of the State of Californie.

Dated st Sen Francisco, Celiformie, this /6 d\ asy

of Oolottn , 1916.

sk S

Commigssionera.




