
Decision N'o. _____ • 

BEFORE TEE RA.ILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE (F' CALIFORNIA. ~ 

In the matter ot the appli-
cation of the BOARD OF SUPER-
VISORS of Contra Coete. County 
for an order granting per-
mission ·~o construct a public 
railroad crossing across the 
tracks of the Southern Pac1fic 
Co~ at Bay POint. 
In the matter of the ~ppli-
CD. tion of the BOAED OF SUPER-
VISORS of Oontra. Costa County 
for an order granting permission 
to conat~ct a public railroad 
orossing across the tracks of 
the Oakland, Antioch and Eastern 
Railway CompaD3' at Ba.1 Point, 
Contra Costa Count1, California. 

In the matter of the applioation 
of the Ba.a.RD OF SWE..",VISORS of 
Contra. Costa County for an order 
granting permission to construct 
a public railroad orosSing across 
the tracks o~ The Atcbison, Topeka, 
and. S~te Fe Railway Compa.~ o.t Bay 
POint • .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

App11oation No. 2474. 

Application No. 2460. 

Application No. 2481. 

T. D. Jobnston District Attorney of Contra Costa County for 
appli cant. 

G-eorge D. Sg,uires for Southern Ptl.ci fic Company. 
J. W. Walker and Platt Kent for The Atcnison, Topeka and Sante 

Fe Railway Cocpany. 
S. L. Napthaly for Oakland. Antioch and Eastern Railway Company. 

GORDON. Comm1ssio~er. 

OPINION 
- - _...- - - _e 

In these t~ee applioations the County of Contra Costa 
seeks permission to construct the same publi0 highway at grade 

across the tracks of the Southern Pacifi0 Comp~, The Atchison, 

-...J 

~ 
~ 



Topeka. and Ss.nt e Fe Ra1lway Comps.:cy t o:c.d. the Oaklam, Antioch 

and Eastern Railway in the town of Bay Point. The rights of 

way of the three companies ~djoin eaoh other at the looation 

of the proposed crossings; the dist$.%lce 'between the outer tracks 

of the throe ~silroads is less thnn 400 teet; and the three creSs-

ings applied fer are substanti~lly one ores$i~g. The applications 

were heard. together and c~n "oe covered. in ene epinien and erd.er. 

The street or highway which the oo,unty preposes to. extend 

aoross the tr~clts1s' the :principal north end south street in Bar 

Point. At the site of the proposed. OI'osst ngs the tracks :run in 

0. general east and west d1:reot1on with the four traoks of the 

Southern Paoific Comp~ to. the extreme north, the two. traoks 

ef the Oakland, Antiech and Eastern Railwa.y on the south, and 

the five traoks of The Atchison, Tepeka and Sante Fe Ra1lway 

Cempany between the tracks of the ether two. cempanies. The, 

statien building of Sante :s'e Ra11wny CompStly is looated east ef 

the proposed street between its own tracks and those ef the Oakland, 

Lntioch an~ Eastern Railway. The Seuthern Pacific Company's 

station is west o.f the proposod street, between its own tre.oks 

ana those o:! the Sant~ ~~. 

company' 9 tro.cks. !rhe neod for the extension o.f tho street 

aorosS the tl"ooks has 'been oooas1 oned 'by'the construction of So 

county read on the nerth o~ the traoks t whioh has 'been laid out 

to eo:m.oct the highway system of tho county with the roa.ds in 

:Ba.y Po.int by means of the crossings sought in this application. 

At the present time this street is epec. and travelled a.oross the 

traoks of the OeJtla.n~y Antiooh and ~stern and the Sante Fe 

Cem:pa.Il.7y and it is used as a private oresstng over the Seuthern 

Pacific CO~'B tracks. 
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It can be seen from the foregoing description ot the 

situation here that it this street ~ not opened over the trscks 

of the Oakland, Antioch ~d Eastern access can not be se~red 

to the eta tion of the Se.nt e Fe; Dond it. in addition, it is nat 
o:pened. across the Sante Fe tracks the Southern Pacifio Comp~'e 

station can not 'be reached "0:1 the public. 'J:heso facts ha.w made 

it clear to me that these applications should 'be granted. The 
orossings are used at the present t~e, to deny the applicatioDB 

would not serve to close them, and two of them a.t lea.st eSl'l not 

oe closed without great inconvanionce to the public. 

About one-half mile west of the crossings propose.d are 

two O'ross1xlgs, one Southern PaCific and one Santa Fe. that now 

take the traffic whiehw111 use the proposed orossings. At 

these pOints the tracks ot the railroad companies are aome distanoe , 

apart, and tho orossings of both railroads are badly obsoured; 

in the oase of the Sant~ Fe 'by a out. and in the ease of the 

Southern Paeif10 by buildings at the intersection of the traoks 

and the road.. These obstru.ot1ona are suffioient to ~ke these 

two ~ross1ng8 extremely dangerous. The Southern Paoifio orossing 

is now protected by a bell. but no protection exists at the Santa 

Fe orossing. The county proposes to close these two crossings 

when the oroas1llgs a~plied for herein are opened, and in ~ opinion 

the olosing of these orossings and the openitg ot the crosa1:ags 

sought in this application will be an e:x:ohsnge w:h1ch will greatly 

imp~ve the grade croasing situation in this vicin1ty. 

On aCQ).unt of the large number or tracks to be orossed 

under these applies. tiona, some n:ethod of orossing, other than at 

grade. would be exceedingly des1rabl e; but in a :nat country 

with the water level close to the surface, whioh is the situation 

here, 1 t is impraoti cable to C oust no t e1 ther e. subway or a 



viaduot. ~he ba at th1:cg to be done is to protect the grade 

oross1ngs so :far as it oa.n 'be done. 

~he orossing of the Oakland, Antiooh and Eastern 

Railway is entirely unobstructed. ~here is a station close t~ 

the orossing at which nearly all trains stop, so that orosstng 

is not particularly dangerous. I be11eve, as far as t:his road 

is concerned, that the crossing will 'be amply safeguarded i:f all 

trains, both freight and pass.enger, will pass over the crosE(. ng 

at a speed not greater than lO miles per hour. 

AS far as the other two roads are concerned, it is clear 

that ~me other protection is needea. On acoount of the peculiar 

situation existing 'by reason of the tracks ot the two companies 

beirg so close together, and beoa:u.sEl most of them are SW1tch1~ 

tracks, I believe thB,:t an s,utol:l8.tic flo.gma.n protecting the main 

line of eaoh road, and possibly the most important of the 

remaining tracks, will afford the 'best protectiom for the oross-

ings of these two companies, :9rov1ded a.ll swi tcb1ng movements 

over the orossings are made under the protect1on of a brskecan or 

other e~loye of the co~enr acting as a crossing watchman for 

the time bei:cg. 
It is usua.l in cases of this sort for tho applicant 

to stand the expense of 1nsta.lling a. new orossing, 1ncluding 

the cost of such protective devices as may be ordered. Here 

the crossings are p:ra.ct1cally constructed, but the expense 

necessary to extend them to a proper 'width ana. to give them a 

satisfactory surface should be 'borne by the county. As far as 

the protection is concerned the Situation is a little unus~l. 

because both the Southern Pacific Company and the Sante Fe 

COInpaDY are hav1:tg' a. da~erous crOSSing closed with the open1~ 

of a. new one. The orossing of the Sante Fe wl'l1ch is to be 
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aloaQ~ is au£~icientl1 aangerous to require proteotion and it 

Beeme ~o me to be fair to re~U1re th~t company to ~Iotect the 
new oroes.1ng at .its own expenso when tho eX1et.121g eross.f.:ag is 

closea. S1no~ the Southern Paoifi0 Company's oross~ng which 

is to be ~bandoned is already protected by a bell~ I believe 
that :1f' th.e.t oompeny fUm1shes an autom~t10 flagm$l1 'tor the 

new oroaSing 1 t will have (b.ne its pe.:rt. end. the oounty oa.n 

very well atford to pay for its installation. 
I :rooommend tho follow1ng form ot order: 

o R D E R. - - - --
EO~~ OF SUPERVISORS, of Contra Costa County, hav1~ 

applied to the Commission for perm1ss1on to constru.ot e. publio 

highway at grade over the traoks of three railway companies t 

as hereinafter indicated; and a public hearing hav1~ been 

held; and it appea.ring to the Oommission tnet this application 

should be granted subject to oorta.1n condi tiona; 

IT IS REaEBY ORDERED,. Th..q,t pemiss10n be and the same 

hereby is granted Board o~ Supervisors of Contra Oosta County 

to co~truct a ~ublic highway at grade across the tracks of 

the Southern Paoific Company, Oakland, Antiooh end Eastern 

Railway ~ ani ~he Atchison, Topeka a.nd. Sant e Fe Railway Company 

at Esy ?oint, at the place and in the manner shown by the maps 

attached to the a~oplice.tio~. ~h1s permission is granted 

subject to the :following condi tiona and. not otherwise: 

(1) ~he orossings shall be constructed of a width 

not less than thirty (oo) feet, with gre.des of approach not to 

.exceed ·three (3) per cent; shall in evel'S way be made safe 

and convenient for the passage thereover of vehicles ant ot her 
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road traffic. 

(2) ~he entire expense of oonstruot1I:1;' the Cl"osstngs 

she.ll be borne by the applioant. Ea.ch r a.i1way c oInpsXJS sha.ll 

theree.tter mainta.in the crose1ngs between the ra.ils Cff its 

own traoks and to a distance two (2) feet outSide thereof. 

The expense of ma.inta1n1:og the rest of the CI'oss1zl8S shall be 

borne by applicant. 

(3) The existing orossings of The Atch1son, Topeka. 

and Sa.nte Fe Railway OOnIpaJ:lY and of the Southern Pao1:tio Compa%lY. 

approximately one-half mile west of the crOSSings applied for 

herein, shall be permanently closed to pu~liO travel. 
(4) For the prot ect10n o;r the orossing of tho Oa.kland, 

Antiooh and Ea.ster:!'l Railway all trs1ns. both freight e.nl passen-

ger, of thc.t company sh8.1l prooeed over the orossing ct a. speed 

not grea.ter than ten (10) :niles per hour, and. e. et:lnde.r4 croSs-

ing sign shall be insta.lled. at the expense of the applicant. 

(5) For the pro~ection of The Atchison, Topeka and 

Sante Fe Ra,1lws.y Compe.:oyts cross1ag, the cOIIlp8.DY shnll, a.t its-
own expense, insta.ll an s.utooat1c nagman of, a. typ'a a.p.prov:ed 

b:v the Commies ion; and the expense of ma1ntsin1:c.g the flog:ce.n 

thereafter sh:e.ll 'be bome by that company. 

(6) For the prot aotion of the crossing 0'£ the South-

ern Pa.o1fio Compa::IJ, the oo:npsny shall install an e:a.tomc:t10 

flagman of a. type approved by the Commission. The e~ense 

of f'a-""ll1sh1ng a.nd ma1nta1ni~ this flagman shall be 'borne by 

the Southern Faolf1c company, and the expense of its installat10n 

shall be borne by the applioa.nt. 
(7) All sw1 tch1ng movements ma.d~ over these cross1ngs 
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shall be made under the protect1on o~ a brakeman, or other 
employe of the railroad compEUlY doing the swi tohing. $nd aotixg 

temporarily as a watchman for the orossing. 

(8) The Commission reserves the right to make 

such ftLrtb.er orders relative to the location, construotion • 
maintenanoe. operat10~, nnd protect1on of said crossings as to 

it may seem right a.nd. I>roper, and to revoke its permission if, 

in its judg:nent, the publiC convenience e.nd. necessity demand 

such aotion. 
~he forego1ng opinion and order are hereby e:pproved 

and ordered filed ss the opinion and order of the Ra1lroad 

Commission of the Sto.te 0::: CElJ.iforma. 
Dated. a.t San Francisco, Californ1a, this /6 d.. -

o:t~ ,1916. 

Commissioners. 
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