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Dec1sion No. ______ • 

STATE OF CALIFORI~IA .. 

In the :ma.tt.:er of the applioa.t1on 
of SAN FRA.NCISCO-O~'"I> TE..P,Mm-
AL RAILWAYS for an order permit-
ting the suspension for the per-
iod of five (5) yoars of por-
tions of its street railwa.y sys-
tem. in the CO"Ollty of Contra. 
Costa, state of Cal1fornia. 

APFlication 

No. 2592. 

w. R. Smith for San Fr~isco
Oakland Terminal Railways. 

:BY zm CO:MMISSION. 

OPINION -.. ... _- .... --

This is an app11c&.t1on on bol:lal:f of SAN FRAN-

CISCO-OAKLAND T~INAL RA.ILWAYS for permission to sus-

pand operation and maintenance and to remove the ties 

and rails of a single track line of street railroad on 

San Pablo Avenue. ~e running from the southerly bound-

ary line of the C·ity of Richmond. over and I.lJ.OIlg said 

San Pablo A.venue to Potrero Avenue in the CO'tU1ty of 



Contra. Costa, a. dis ta.nce of fo'QX' tho'tlSaxxi four hundred 

thirty-five (4435) feot~ more or less. The suspension 
of service is requested for a penod of five ~ea.rs,. "Qll-

less the applicant should desire to resumothe operation 

before the expiration of the full term of five years 

for whioh suspension of operation is requested. Ordi-

nanoe No. 139, regularly passed by the Board of Superv1e~ 

ore of Contra Costa. County under date June 19. 1916. 

and permitting the suspension of operation and mainten-

anoe of the track heretofore desoribed for a period of 
five years or leee at the option of the San Franciaco-

Oakland Terminal Railways, and without prejud1oe' to the-

rights of the railway oompa.ny as 'regard2 its fra.no:hise~ 

was attached as an exhibit to this application. In Se'c-

t10n 2 of this ordinance the Board of SUpervisors of 

Contra Costa Co'tmty directed the Distriot Attorney of 

sa.id county to join the San Franoisco-Oakland Term1ne.l 
Railways in the app1ieat1on for the suspension of oper-

ation ot the portion of track here1llbefore described. 

and Mr. Thee. D. Johnston, as Distriot Attorney of Con-
tra Costa County. appea.rs as a. party to this application. 

L public hearinr, was held at Riohmond on Octo-

ber l~,. 1916,. the matter was submitted and is now read7 

for decision. 
!!!he portion of line U"pon which it is pro-posed 

to suspend operation is a part of the property aoquired 

b1 the applioant from the East Shore and Suburban Rail-

road and wes oonstructed under a franchie6 granted by 

the Board of Supervisors of Contra Costa eounty on 
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September 6. 1904. to w. s. Rhe~. his SUOC&BSOrS ~ 

interest and assigns. Tho territory traversed is not 
productive of traffic and from teet~ony at the hearing . 
produoes an average earning of but fifty conts ~er day. 

The- traveling public w1ll not be inconvenienced:by the 
requested suspens10n ot operation as serv10e is a_vai~

nble by the line running on ~otrero Av&~e thence on 

Ptz.l.lma.n Avenue and on 1"wenty-third Avenue.. ale 0 by a 

line on MoDonald Avonue and the portion of the line on 

San Pablo Avenue ly1l:1g north of McDonald Avenue. 

Ta.e applicant in this prooeeding has request-

ea permission not only to abandon the o~eration ana 
maintenance o~ the track tor a perlod ot tlve years .. 

or ~or a ~oeeor t~o at tho option o~ the oom~. but 

aleo "to remove the ties and rails of said street rail-
way from San Pablo Avenue". We have oarefUlly noted 
the prov1s1ons o'f Ord1no.neo No. 1.39 o'f the :Soard. o'f 

Supervisors of Contra Coata County under date June 19. 
1916", and while same grants permission to the San 
Franoisco-Oakland Terminal Railway's to "suspend. the op-

eration and maintenanoe" for a period of five years 
without any prohibition of the franch1se. license .. 

pri v1lege and right to resume th e operation and mainten-
ance, or at its election .. at any time within said period 
of five years~ we do not fiDi that th1s ordinance refer-

red to the removing of the rails a.nd ties e.s con tem;plat-
e4 1n the appl1~t1on. :he Distr10t Atto~ey of Contra 
Costa County is. however, a joint appl10ant in this pro-

eeeding, a.nd the matter cay be one that 18 fUlly tmder-
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stood between the railroad oomp~ and the Board of Sup-

erviEOrs ot Contra ~osta County. It would. however. ap-

pear adv1eable that any action undor the order of this 

COmmission relative to the actual removal of rails and 

ties for which permission is Bought should be covered by 

Bupplemental ordinanco from the ~ourd of Supervisors as 

to thG waiver of a~ prohibition of franchise· rights and 

privileges ehould it be de-sired to relay. maintain and 

operate- the tra.ok for which suspension of opera.tion and 
abandonment is sought tor a period ot five years. 

We do not herein pass upon the e-ffec·t of sa1d 

Ordinance No. l39 on the :franchise granted by the Board 

of Supervisors of Contra. C:osta. County on October S. 1904 .• 

ORDER 
---~ ..... --

SAN FRANCISCO-OAEJjAND TERMINA!. BA.ILWAYS and 

~OS. D. JOHNSTON. District Attorney of Oontra Costa 

CO'Ollty. having applied to this COmmission for an· ,order 

permitting the suspension of opera.tion and ma1nte:canoe 

and the removal of ties and rails of a certain single 

track line of streot railwa.y on Sen Pablo Avenue in the 

County of Contra. C:osts.. same extendillg from the souther-
ly bounde.l7 of the Oi ty of Richmond over and. upon said 

San Pablo Avenue to Potrero Avenue. for the term of five 
years or Buoll lesser term as may be desired by said San 
FranCisco-Oakland. ~erm1nal Railways. a publio hearing 

haviDg been held atld the Commission bei:og of the opin-

ion tha:t the needs of the traveling publio will be amply 

and adequately served by other eXist1ng lines as more 
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:tnJ.J.y set out in the toregoing op1n1on p snd that th18 
applioation should be granted. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that this applica.tion be,. 

and the same hereby is,. granted. 

~e Commission reserves the right to make 
such fUrther orders in this proceeding as to it appears 
r1ght and proper .. 

Da.ted at San Francisco p Cal1tOr.ll18,. th1s ,/';{;::i; .. 
day o~ October, 1916. 

Commie s-i oners. 


