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BEFORE TEE RMAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

Ao A. Miller, Peter Terley,

T. R« Goth, and Farmers

Safety Committee, ot 41,
Coxplainants,
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vS. Case No. 973.
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In the matter of the appli-~
cation of BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
of Monterey County for author-
ity to abandon ¢ certain
public highway xmown &8
Allisor Road near Watsomville
Junetion in Monterey Comniye.

......O........................-

Application No. 2453.

o

T. R. Goth for comploinants.
Walter E. Norris for County of Monterey.
George D. Squires for Soutktern Pacific

Company.
GORDON, Commissioner.
OPINIYON.

The complaint in this metter was f£iled with the Commission
on July 7, 1916. The individual compleinsnis and the members of
the Parmers'! Safety Committee ovn znd occupy lands in Pojaro
Canyor on the south side of the trecks of the Southern Pacific
Company. Their compleint is to the effect thet they have but one
highwey leading to the city of watsonville, their principel market;
thet this highwsy, whilch 18 Jnown as the Allison road, crosses the
Southerzs facific Compeny's trecks in the centexr of a switch yard
whore the eroscing is dlocked to such on extent that they cannot




recoelve the "ordinesry comforts of 1ifs which reouire nrompt delivery,

such s the United States mail, and medical stiendance;™ that the
Locking of the crossing works hardships upoxn them in other ways;

and further, that they are liasble to be rwn down and killed by trains

on the tracis at the crossing. They ask the Commission for relief

"y en order for the removel of said switch yerd from seld Allison

crossing; or such other method of relief™ as the Commission may deem

proper "to meintain the crossing opex to the pudlic at oll hours

o0f the dey &nd night.™ The Southern Pacific Compary denies 81l tae
teriel allegetions in this complaint.

The application was receivéd on July 25, 1916, eighteen deys
after the filing of the complaint. It was filed by the Board of
Supervisors of llomterey County, &nd states thet the Board, acting
on & petition proying for the sbsndomment of & certain portion of
the 4Allison road, found thrat thet portion of the road is unnecessary
toth 20r "present or & vrospective use,” and imstructed the district
sttoracy to file this application with the Commission to secure 1ts
permission to abandon tvhis portion of the road.

mhe vermission of the Commission is necessary because the
portion of the road sought to be sbandoned 1s that portion whicha
ineludes the crossing of the tracks. As this crossing IS the seme
one ageinst which tkre complaint is directed, the Commigsion hes
vefore it & complaint filed by the people residing near the cross-
ing ecking for the removal of the switeh yard there, and an appli-
cstion filed by the supervisors asking for permission to entirely
abandon tke crossing. These two matters were heard together and
can be decided together.

Both the application and the cage are outgrowths of en
informal complaint occasioned by the wsatisfectory crossling
situation et Watsonville Junction and by the efforts which have been
made by the railroad company, the supervisors, and the property

owners to improve conditions without being in egreement as to what




the proper method of improvement was to be. i brief description

of the location of the tracks and roads In this vicinity, and their
relation to eech other, is necessary to an understanding of the
situation. |

The mein line track of the Coast Division of the Southern
2ecific onters the unincorporated town of Watconville Junetion from
the east, ruaning iz o general easterly and westerly direction, and,
hefore the station i1s reached, crosses the north and south Allison
road. JApvout 1,550 foet west of this road, and between it aznd the
station, it orocses 2 short nortk ond muth highwsy kmown o8 the
Horrigar xroad. It then swings southerly pzst the station at
Watsonville Junction, and ruxs 2lmost due north and south while
withiz one~half mile of the station. Near the station g drench
line, wita a wye treck, leaves the maein line for Watconville,
ut this treck is not iavolved iz these matters. For & mile or
more e¢&st of the station the moin line is paralleled by yard and
switeh tracks, while there are preactically no switch tracks south
02 the station.

Wetsonville is sbout two miles northerly from Watsonville
Junction. Because the maizn line trock turns at the Junction, from
en eost and west t0 a north end south direction, those who live
soutk 02 the railroad on the Allison road tre obvliged to cross the
moin line before they cen go either noxrth or weat, and with the
hills south and east of them it is generally north or west thet
they wWish to go. Thoe Allison road 18 at present their only outlet
{n these directions vie 2 pudblic roed. This roed, after croscing
the track, continmes north to the Sen Juan road; and there has
recently been constructed to connect with it an east and west ro=d
varallel with the track ond immedistely north of it, which forms

the shortest route to the Junction.
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The Horrigen road owes its existence to some ofight fomilies
who live on the south side of the track and who have no other outlet.
It 13 cbout one-quorter of & mile from the Allison road but there

is no legsl connection between them on the south side of the track,

although the Sowthern Paclific right of way has been considerably

travelled for that purpose.

mhe improved Monterey road runs north and south on the
west side of, and pasrallel to, the rafilroad from some distance
south of the Junction to morth of thet point, and it hes beem
suggested that the best method of securing an outlet fox the
reéidenxs of Pajaro Cenyon wowrld be by the construction of & road
frox the Monterey rozd eanstward, acéoss the treck, o s comnection
Witk the Lllisoxn road ncar the hills. mhis road, bocsuse it wonld
run through the property of 3. E. axd R. Ternor, hes generelly
been referred to as the proposed Werner Road.

The trowdble with the present gitnation is thet the Alllson
rood crosces & busy switching yord of 13 tracks at shout its
conter. Thoere 18 no gquestion but taat the delays occesioned to
+hose who use the road &re sbout &8 severe &g they 2ro alleged to
pe in the compleint, and that the complasinsnts have emple cause
for being diesat&éfied with the existing situation. It would also
pe hard to exsggerate the denger 0% the crossing, in spite of the
oot thet no serious sceident has occurred upon it and that 1t is
protected by & watehnen during the busy hou;s of the day. At the
geme time it must be obvious that unless the crossing is vlocked
during certain periods the switch tracks would be of little service
to the railroed company, and thet it can be only in extreme cages
thet the Commissior will order the removel of an extensive railroad
yerd for the sake of a grade crossing. The complainents ask
the Commission to 4o +his ipn this instance, and while they have
clearly established the Pact thet the prosent crossing is next to




ugoless and is extremely dangerous 1% does pot follow that thelr
method oF bettering conditions chould be adopted vy the Commigsion.
mnere are other ways of disposing of the matter then by removing
the reilroed yard.

One of these 18 thet proposed by the supervisors and the
railroad company ond will ve carried into effect 12 the appli-
cation of the supervisors is grented. That is the construction
of = pudlic roed on the reilrosd’s roservetion between the Allison
and tne Eorrigen roads, the smprovement of fhe Horrigan crossing,
and the use of thet crossing instesd o2 the one on the Allison
roed. Since most of the trafeic from Pojare Cenyon 1S to Watsonville,
this change would meke & route about e8 convenlent &3 the vresent
one.

mhe Horrigen croasing is egp from being & desirable
erogsinge. It will have some sixteen tracks: three more then ot the
Aliison crossing. EHowever, it ic at the egmreme west of the yards
where tre ewitching 18 not so extensive as 2% the Allison crossing,
and where the view of the trecke is not so lisble to be obscured by
tyains and cars standing ox sd jacent tracks. mhere ere some differ-
ences in opinion a8 to the comparative gafety of the dorrigan end
Aliison crosgings, tut I am {nclined to agree with the Raflroad
Coxpeny and the Board of Supervisors tpet the Horrigan erossing is

epough safer vhan the Allison crossing 1o justify closlng the latter

and aiverting traffic t0 the formeTe.

1t was suggested that the proper solution of the whole
metter would bve the construction of o viedmed over the Southern
Tocific tracks at tho Allisoxn OX the Eorrigen crossings OT at come
point between the Wo. Such & viaduet wouwld cost sbout $25,000.,
and a5 there 2ore lesc than twenty families 1iving in Pajexo Canyor
wno wonld e gerved by 1%, voth the supervisors end the rezilrosd

objected 10 such large expenditures for the vemefit of such &




small mumbexr of people.

Teile I can see the force of this ressoning, I caxrnot,

of course, lose sight of the safety fagture. HoOWEVED, there 18
snother matter which 1% 43 importsnt to conslider in thie connection;

ond that is the probability of the construstion of the east and
west rosd I have referred to before oS The proposed Werner rosd.
There 1s s large scrosge oast of the Southern Tacific tracks
end south of the Junctiom which con nevexr be properly served by
eithervthe K1l]lison or the EHorrigen crossings. Some time in tke
nesr future the Terner road Will Dde built scroes the ruilroad’s
single track main line to serve +his territory, and when this I8
done the traffic which now uses the Allison crossing will find its
weturel outlet im thet direciion. Any viaduct which cen be bmilt
over the yerds would necessarily heve steep grades of approzch,
while the proposed Werner rosd would be comstructed om & vracticelly
level grade. I am satiasfied thet ifva risduet were built now in
2 very short time 1t world be used by only & few fomilies who would
1ive close to 1t, and all other traffic would 8o by the level
Toxrner rodde

is much as I dislike to spprove = eroasing such ag the
Zorrigan crossing will be, it seems 10 me thet tac best thing
thet can bo dome at tho prosert time 13 to do so and to follow
tho plan outlined by the Board of Supervisors by elosing the
Allison crossing snd diverting treffic £o the Horrigen €rossing.
mhe result of meking this change will be en improvement over
existing conditions, althoungh the situationvwill st1ll be tx~
satisfactory. It world be mmch improved RY +he construction of

the Terner rosd and I velieve thot the Supervisors would fird

thet the bullding o2 thet rosd 2OV, rethor then in the future,

world be justified a3 & aafaty measuxe that would well repsy its

eXpensSes

1 vecommend the following form of order:




Ae Ae MILIZR AND OTESRS having brougat 8 complsint sgainst
+he 4llison crossing ¢f the Southern Pacific Compeny; end the
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS of Monterey County heving spplied to the
Commission £or permission to cloge the Allison croasing; and g
pwelic heering heving boen neld end the Commisslion being fwlly
appriced in the premises;

77 IS EEREBY ORDERED, Thet the complaint in the above
entitled mottor (Case 973) be cnd the seme heredy is dismissed.

77 IS EEBERY PURTHSR CRDERED, Thot permission be and
the seme hereby is prented the Board o Supervisors to close that
portion ¢f the Allison road, which includes the oroésing.of the
Soutanern Pacific tracks, moxre particulerly descrived in the
spplication, swbject to the following conditions:

(1) 4 pudblic highway shell De built between the

Eorrigen road ond the £111son crossing on the south gside of the

railroed tracks. The Eorrigen orossing shall be mede thirty (30)
2ect ir width throughout, and & uniform surfece shell be constructed

acrogs the tracks.

(2) The Horrigen crossing shell be well lighted at night
erd skell be protectod for tweaty-Iour (24¢) hours & dsy by a humen

flegmnen.
(3) orhe Commission reserves the right o reke such further

orders relative to the location, comstruction, operaticn, meintensuce,

end protection of seld croseing as to it may soen right apnd proper,




and 10 revoke its permission 1f, In ite Judgment, the public necessity

end convenience demend such action.

Rhe foregoing opluion and order sre hereby approved erd
ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Reilroad Comission

of the State of Californigs

—

of (///M«A— 1916.

/- Dated at Sen Frameimeo, Californls, thls

Fotors (0 Ly~




