
Decision No. ____ _ 

BEFORE: THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF ~1!:C:' 

S~ Oi C,U,IFORNIA 

In the- matt~r of 'the application ) 
of 'G. :8:. ro:aNER for an. ord.er s,u- ) 
thor1z1ng a un1~orm eharge for ) 
water service-. ) 

Ap'Pl1ea.t1on 

No .• Z43S. 

William :s. Pr:iJ:lgle- :for .A:ppl1cs.nt. 

BI TEE CO~SSIO~. 

OPINION ------ .... -

~1s is an application 07 ~1. H. ~RNZR f'or 

an order o:c.thoriz1ng reaso::ls.ble and uniform. re..te-sfor 

water sold by pe'ti tioner 1n scerts.1n subd1v1s:ion 

known as Ca.l.1ent.e, Pa.:rlt~ adjacen.t to Fetters Springe .• 

Sonoma. County. 

L :public hear1ng in this proc&eding was' 
\ 

he-ld a.t :Soyoes Springs' on September S" :1.916. ~e hear-
, 

i:.g in this ease was eonsolidAtecl with tha.t of four 

other water utilities serving ad~oin1ng te:rr1tor,r .. 

whiCh had filed 8~lar,a.ppl1ca'tione and are· operating 
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und~r sfm1l~r conditions. Evidene& was pres~ted 1n . 

behalf of petitionor horoin and. eons'tmlers ot Cs.liento 

~ark. 

~o ratos at pr~eent eh~ged by w. X. ~urner 

to conG'W:l(lre vs:ry frcm a:pprox1ma.te·~ $l.. to $2. por 
.~ 

mon~ by measure of the facilities for ueo. A eharga ' .......- , 

of tv."o:lty-:f1 ve cents per month is :::lade when :pro·mise·$:· 

are- unoccupied. ~e meter rato is $1. for the first. " 

thl:ce- hundred..eubi~ fo-et; all use above: that:'s.mount "o~ 

ing charged for a.t tho :rato of -:Wonty-fiv.e cente' por 

one hundred c.ub1.e :fee;; • 

.[ppliO&lt has b,()on dolivoring wa.ter to. f1:f'ty-

eight c·onsmo.ers dur1l1g the present :veer. 

!tle o:a.l.7 a.ppraisal of the property 1n evidence:. 
was presontedat the hearing by MIlo E. Br1nkley •. on& of 

the C'.oxnmiesion's engine-ere. This estima.te- totaled: 

Reproduction cost ••••••••••••••• $2.~42S. 
Reproduct.ion cost" lessclapr.eeia-

t·io:c. •••••••••••• ............. 2. .. 11.7 .. 
Annue.l. depreeiation5%. 's1nk1ng 

tund .......................... 48. 

FigUros on the cost of opera.ti.oll are· not 

avs.1la.~le" as practically e.ll of the la.bor'18 perform-'· 
" 

ed. by the owner of the Pla~~~ .~e eO:i:o:{lowor amO\1l1t- ~.,/ 
e4. to $85. during.1915. '1!l:re-i.~-eri~o,i that $360. per 

70ar 1sa fair allowance for operating expeneee. and 

taxee. in addition to the cO-st o:!,,:powor. 

~&; following tabula.tion shows: the annual. 

"-. 

z. 
172· 



grosS' ineom~ which applica.nt sho'Cl.d. receive f'rol'll COtI.S1lm.-

ers ~d&r the sllo~ees' hOX"$1n ~ound to be ro~zo~le: 

Int o·re st ..... • • .. • .. • • ... .. • .. .. .. $l94. 
Operating ·expenses and tax-

as- ......................... 445,.' 
:Deprecia.tion ................ 48. 

~o·tal .... '. .. .. .. • • .. ... • ..... .... •• $0.87., 

,~e incom.e e.mounted to $400 .. 111 1.915. It is 

eviden't a. chsnge in the presezl:t rates will b& neeos3Sl7 

in order to .:produce the requ~e'd. r&venue. 

In osts.:'bl1ehing a form of ra.to- which will 

~eld sufficient rO-'70nUG to provid.e- a, fair return for the 

services' rendered" it is necesssrY to di;"ect e..ttent.1on to 

the- ehe.rae:tor of'the use msde b~ the public of" the 'utU- ' 

it~'s property. Th~ territor,r served. is within an arc$.. 

de:vot ed: pr1m8.r11y- to s'OlXImer resorts,. ~.a.e eonstu:).ers in 

the most :part are- non-r&s1de-nts who own or use small. 

cottages aerosorts for ~emso~vos aDd fam1l1es '~ ~er 

or for ve.es..t1on Pur:POSOS at intervals throughcut the yotJ.r. 

'Few coneuers rem.a.1n the entire- year. :But the cc.p1tD.l1n-' 

ves:t&ct to supply their need:s must romain in U$& !tot all 

timeS'. Ii1kewiee is 'the deprec1ctio11 to the- eys-tom con-

stant,. a.s s.r& the ma.illtena.nee charges s.ndtho ut111tyT s 
." 

ob11~t1on to serve' at ~l timos. Under such eond.1t1one, .. 
the consumer seeks convenienoes and should pa.~ for those 

installed, for his bo~ef1t rather than expoct to pa7 mare-
ly for tAO ect~l commodity Used. vfA1ch in. aome e:s.S,&S 

m1ght be but tho- use' of So d.a~ or s; week in. a. ~oa.r"s, t1m&. 
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Lt prese·nt the utility 1e collecting rates: 

as here1na.'b·oveset forth,. the planboing to oho.rgo 8. 

small monthl~ r~te· during non-use and a larger rate 
dur1llg th~ t~. of' a.e-t':18.l usc. ~1a ~e-ems to uc So. 

fs.1r metho~ of hand.l1ng, the 'W1usuaJ. si tuati~n and. 1n 

the- order a.oeo~ this' opinion we sb.all· upo:z:r. that 

basie O'sta'b11sh. :ra.toe which we- 'bo-11cve w:11.1. o:l.ose17 ap-

Zlrox1l:l8.te th& cost of ae%'V1oe to· the different: elas:ses: 

of c onsumors. 

~orO' has 'boon complaint of s~rv1.cO' among tho. 

water usore whioh the applicant has d.&ela.red 1ts!nten-

tion of improving. ~& rate heroin e3tabliahed is :l!'1X-
&d. With the 'llndorstanding thct the uti1i'ty w1l1 be- re-

qu1rod to provide adequate ~orV1ce. ~ppl.1cant Bhoul~ 

~& required t~ ~11e' With th1e Comm1ae~on rulea a:d reg-

.ule.tions gove-rn1ng sorvice. 
Wo find ftS a.. ~a.ct tha.t the rato-a. of i'. :a:.~­

) 

:o.er. in30far as they differ from the rate-s herein found 

reasonable-" are- un~ust and unremunorative a.Dd the ra.tes. 

as. set out, in tAG order 'a.oe:ompany1ng this opinion. are" 

hereby found to "0& just andrC$Sonable. 

';. R. ZO?NER having applied to the :ae.11ro·a4 ' 

Cc~ss1on for an order a.uthorizing a reasonable, and 

'O.n1fo::m rs:te: to be charged. 'his ccnsttners :t~r water" 

4. 



.Ltnd e.l'u'blie hearing he.v1ng 'been hold .and 

the Co:nn1ee:ion 'being tul.l.y ad'V'ieed. in the premiso,s .. 
I~ IS 'EJ':RE:BY FOWD AS A FAC~ :BY ~E:E' ru..I:r.:ROJU) 

COMMISSION OF TEE ST.P~E: 01 CALIFORNIA. that tho rates 

now chargod. 'by sPZl11ca.nt. insofar a.e they d.1ff'o~ :rrom. 
'. / 

the rate'S- hero'inaft&r 1n this order eet out,. are: 'tlll~U$t 
, . 

end tmree.eons.blo p snd thtl.t the re.te-e. eet out in this 

order a.re· just end. reaeonablo ra.tes to be ellarge\t b7 

applicant to its consumers for water. 

Bas1ng 1 te order on the foregOing, :f'ind.ingc of 
I 

fact a.%:ld. the ruther t'indinge of fact c.onta1ued. in tb4 .. 

opill1on preeed1ng thie order,. 

~. IS REBE3Y O?.DERED' that a.pplicant. is: a.uthor-

ized to file W1th tb:is Commission the follOWing schedule. 

ot' ~ate~. ea1d rateg to, beoomo effectiv& Januar,r 1. 1917. 

C'~}. Six dollars SJmually to. be :paid. :tn ad-
vanee. 

(B'l In add,1 tion to the a.nnual charge,. the 
payment for oach. mo:o.th d.ur1ng wM~~ vm-

. ter is ue:ed. as follow$:: ' , 

tIl Flat Rates: 

1. Stores and. offices ••••••••••• $ 
2.. Rouses; of fo\1.%' rooms or less". 

a;... Addi tional for ea.cJ:. room. .. 
3'. Rotels:: 

a. l>1n1%lg rooms· •••••••••••••• 
~. Bod rooms per room ••••••• 

4.. . Ro.sta"tlrSn t s' .......................... . 
5 •. Barber shops,.. per chs.1r,. ........ . 
&. :S:orees o.r cows each .............. ' 
T. A:ox1111s.ry US8$:: ' 

a.. Privato to·1le.ta ............... . 
"0.. Pnva.te 'ba.th :tube .......... . 
0.:. Pub-lie toilets. ............... . 
d. Public ba.th tub·s •• ,;.;. ....... . 
eo. Soda.-founta.ins. and iee,' ~o·a.::. 

parlors ........................ .. 
f. Irrigation of ls:w.rl.s and gar-

-dena: ~r :1.00' eq .. ~. dur1llg 
1rr1ga.t1on .................... . 

5. 

.50 

.50 . 

.10' 

2..00 
.10· 
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.50 
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.. 10, 
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.50 

.50 
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en) M"et er rate-s: 

so cents for 250' e:tt. ft.. or lees. 
20 eents for ea.ch lOO e.u. ft. or frae.-

tion. thero:of for next l .. 750 c:o.., ft .• 
l5 CGllts :ror each' lOO' cubio feat. or-

fraction. thereof 1n excess: 0::' 2;.,000 
0:'0... ft. 

I~ IS B:ERDY FURmER O?DE?El) that W1tl:dJl the 

period of f1:::t&en' (l51 days from the dAte: of tllie ord:er~ 

a.pplicant shal~ file 'for the appr ovsi c~ 'th1s' -~ss1on. 

rules: e.nd re-gulations governing its serviee: c·;! v:a."ter •. 

~ated at san Francise~ .. 
~~ 

day of ;r~V'erH~. ,lS:;.s. .. 
. . . ,.: .. "~~ 

, .. / 


