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BE.";;IC)RE TEE RAILROAD cOmcrSS!ON OF $E.,' 

STA~ OF CUIFORNIA.. 

Altrod H.' Waite, at al •• ) 
) 
) 
) 

C:ocplainant s _ 

v. ) Case N~. 942. 
) 
) 

Gr1zz17 Ele~tricCompany. 
R. B. YO'tmg, !!e.ne.gor. 

) 
) 
) 

Defendant. ) 

A.. N. 7ltl.1te for C:oI:.pla,1na.nts .• 
L. H. Hughes for DefoncIa.nt. 

BY z.riE' COIOOSSION. 

o PIN I,O N 
---~,,,,----

~1e 1 e the eompleint of Alfred N. Y[.e.1~~ @d 

other citizens of the town ;of Portola. ?lucss Co~t7. 

california, alleging that tho rates charged by'tA&' 

Gri=z~ ~eetrie Company arc exce3sive~ and th~t dis-

criminatory practicos exist. 
In its o.newer to the c omple,1nt defond:mt de-

n1es thet tho rates arc excessive or that d1se%1 m1ns-
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t1onexists:. 

ThC' Gr1zz1l'" Electric ~ompeny is. owned and 

oporated. by Ur.· R. B .. YotU:l.g. ~e plant was plaeed 1n 

opera.tion in December, 1914,. energy being gonerated 
b~ a. SO :8:.":: ... 133, cycJ.o-, llOO: volt, single p~o gon-

erator. belt d.riven by a.. 50 horsepower Fa.irb~s More~· 

011 engine. Energr is deJ.1vered to the d.istribution 

system at generator voltage~ tho secondary vol~ge be-

1!b.e 'Olant is in-' ... 
tend.&a pr£car11y to furnish li;nting ~d all-night ser-

Vice i S given. It app'ears from the evia.enco that tAis 

plant wa.s constructed. largely by Mr. R. :B. Yotz:C.g per-

sonal4" and no complete records of the labor and eost 

arC' available. It was a.greod at tAO hesr1ng that a 

vsluat1on .. to' "oe mad.e at a later date "oY' an ang1neo= 

ot this' Commission,. would. be aceoptm.ble to both :ps.rt-

ies, and should bC' admitted in eVidence. ~e "VSJ.u.o.-
t10n was made by tho Gas and Electric Depart:en't o~ 

thi:3 Comm1s:sion end. suomi tted Bub·soquent to the- hear-

ing... A ts.b'Cl.s.tion of thi e valuation is as follO\"ls: 

EST~TED EISTORICAL REPRODOCZION 
COST OF ELECTE!c ~~oF!l~T!ES 
GrtIZ~ EL2c~~Ic COMPANY. 

c- 7 Power plant buildings and goner-
al structure::: ........................ $ 559.00 

C-J.2. C:~S power plant oqu1pment .......... 3.60.8 .• 00-
e-1Z Miscellaneous !=Irod'C.ct1on equ1:pl:lent SQ·.Oo. 
C-14 Poles and fixtures .; •••• .... ..... ..... 523· .. 00 
C-1S Overhoad $~stem ................... 260.00 
C-20 L1:a.e transformers am devices. ..... 2l5.00 
C-21 Electric services ................. 160.00 
C-2.3 Eloetric street lighting ~ysteI:l. •• 59.00 

eont1ngen~~e6 end general overhead 500.00 

Tota.l es.pital invested •••••••••• .$&,.000.00 ' 

z.. 



The engineers o~ tho Commission have invG~i

gated the eoet of operating defendsnt's E)leet~ie p~t. 

and estimate e. no:rme.J. year·s operating expense a.s fol-

lows: 

NOmm.L F~"S OPERATING EXPENSES' 
-61-

GRIZZLY ELECTRIC COMPP..NY 

E-l to E:-23 Prod.uet1on Expense- e.:c.d Repa.irs to 
Ce:p:t tal : 

Fuel ................. _-_ •••••••• f2...000:.00 
La.bor ............................. -.. 900'.00' 
Rent of Land •••• _................. 12.00 
Rent Generator •••• _............ 120.00 
Repa1:rs ........................ ., • • • l20' ~OO 

$3,.152.00: 

E-24 to E-59' Motri 'bution ~ensQ' and Eepe.1rs 
to Capital: 

'. , Pole line la.bor ~ ................ $. 120.00. 
Polo line material •••••••••••• 20.00 

$ 140.00 

E-60 to E-&5 Commercial Dept. La."oor .. Supplies 
and Expenses: 

C.olleeting and Bookkeeping •••• $ 240.00 
Printing and Supplies ••••••••• 10.00 

$ ZSO.OO 

E-66 to E-68 Salaries and Expenses of General 
Off1eee: 

General Manager SSls.r;r •••••••• $ 200.00 

~-59 to E-76· Mlseellsneous General Expense-a: 

Insurance' ....................... $ 107.2:5 

Total Operating Ex~nses (ax-, 
elusive of taxee and. d.eprecl.-
a.t,ion). ............................. $3,849.25 



Mr. YO'C%l.g charged to operation the $'C%Il; of 

$1 .. 800. per Sllll'tl.:Il tor mane.ger' e salary. Ine.emuch aa 

the tota.l o:pers.ting expellses.. exclusive of taxes and 

dcprocist1on .. are only $3 .. 849. and the gross revenue 

for the yeu 1915 we-s only $3·,54&.59,. this cherge is 

d.1sproport1oll8.to. Furthormore'. only So small portion 

of Mr. YO'Cng 7 s t1~e is given to tho oporat1on of the 

plant·. AU allowance· 1n the operating expenses he.e 

been made 1n the :;:= of $240. :for collcct1ng a.nd 'book-

keeping. ~e amount of bookkeel'ing neeess8.X7 to be-

done is practicably negligible snd tho time ncc&ssary 

for coll.ecting should be- ver"~ slight. 

Und,er the circumstance-a wo be 1ie-ve- that .a.n 

add1 t1one.l allowSllO& of $200. pe·r a.DllUt:l for servicos 

e.s manager is S'llffic1ont allovronco :tn an esti:la.t·1on 

of opera.ting expenses. 

Gross revonue for th~ year of 19l5 wae 
$3.546.59 .. including a e:ma.ll amount :for jobbing which. 

ca.zmot be eegrega.t~. :Revenue for the year 1916 is 

es-t1ma:ted to be $3. .. 900. exelus1vo of jobb1n~. This 

is but slightly in excess of the estimated sm:l.ue.l 

opere-ting eX);>enee,. not including taxos or 8.o,prO'e1a.-

tion annuity. 

ZAo present re.tee ehe.rged by the Grizzly 

Electrie Company ar&: 
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40 Watt Lampe 

PRES~T P.ATES 
GRIZZLY ~gcTRIC COMPANY 

Stores 

1 to 4 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
5 t~ 14 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

l5· to· 29' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
30 to- 49- .......................... .,. .............. . 
50 to 74 •••••••••• _ ••••••• _.w ... ~ ....... . 
75 or moro ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

:Per Mo.. 

$.85 &ac:h 
.75· each 
.70 each 
.~5· e~ch 
.60 oaoA 
• 50· each 

Discount of 10 cents for eaCh 40 Watt ~p. 

Ros1donees 

40 Wat t Lsm'OB 

6 
15 
30 

1 
2-
3 
4· 
5 

t.o 
to 

. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •...........•...•............ ~ ..... . 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ..... ~ ......•...........•........... 
l5 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
30 •••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 

or more- •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Por lro. 

$1.l0 oaeh .Ss. 8'ac:h 
.70 ea.ch 
.70 es.c:h 
.64 each 
.60 each 
.SS eaeh 
.50 eaCh. 

Diseount of 10 oents for eaeh 40 ~stt Lamp. 

Optional M~tor Rate 

Meter rate ....... -....•..... ~. 
Dieeount •••••••••••••••••••••• 

X.!i.R • 
X.W.R. 

Discou:c:ts are ava.1lable only when ·oills are- ps,id. at 
t~o, 0·ff1ee· on or b·efore tAG sixteen of eaeh euceeod-
i:c.g month. 

It is apparent from tho forego1cg t~t the-

O'st.1mated revenue for the 'Soar 1916 Will exce-ed only 

slightly the ope-rating expense. exclusive of taxes. 
and praet·icallZ" nothing will bo' es.rnod to cover in-

terest and depreciation upon the proporty. It. thero-

s. 
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tore, a:p~o.:rs thet tho ratoe charged. oS' tho Grizzly 

Electric -C:oXlll'~ are not oxceesi va as a. whole., al-

though they o,ppcs.r' ,to be as bigh as oan be ehargeo. 

witbout tending to .decrease the gross revenue due to 

their excoeding tho value of the sorv1ce. 

It is our o,pinion :!rom the OV1d.ano'e... howev-

er... that the :rates are not such as Will encourage 

greater use' nor w111 equalize, tho oxpense- betweon the 

various consumers in proportion to their service, and. 

to that extent the present rates are diaorim1ns.tory. 

!'.c.e C.ommission bali eves tha.t the rates wh1ch 

are: mad.e effe-eti va 1n"the following Order will anc ():lr-

age a. greater use of electric e::lergy in the territory. 

30 tha.t the company mr;.y be a."ole to increase- its re-vc-

nue. At the- samo time the Commiss-ion also celievee 

tilat -the following ratos will more actually diVide the 

expense: between the various classes of sorvice. 

ORDER ........ --- ......... 

A. :public hoo.r1ng having beon held in the 

abov~ entitled :proee&d1ng, an~ said proceeding hav-

ing been submitted and. now being ready' for decision. 

Z,[E COMMISSION HEREBY FINDS AS A PAC~ that 

the existing ratoa of the utility' o.r& not excessive. 

"o-ut $r& un~uet 1n that they arc di2criminatory and 



.-EJ:Ji,d do not o qui te."oly <11 vide the chc.rgee between the 

various classes of consumers. 

Z:!E ComaSSIOJi ~ PURTEKR FINDS AS A 

FAC~ that tho :f"o'llow1ng rates aro' just a.nd. roe.sot\.!l.ole. 

:Be.zing 1tz ord.er on the :rore-going findinge 

of :!'o.ct 

I~ IS REREBY O~ t:hc.t the Grizzly Eloc-

trie Com.pan:r,. from e.:c.d a.ttor :Decem'ber 15 .. 1910,. ehuge 

and collect for electric energy sold 'by it in the T'own. 

of Portola tho foIlowing rat~e: 

let light 
2nd. light 
3:rd ~1ght 
4th light 
Sth l1ght 
6th ~1ght 

COMMERCIAL ?.ATE~ . 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ......... , ................... . 
and oval' .•••.....•••......• 

,1st light ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
2nd' .light ....... ' ..................... - •• 
3ra. l1gll t· •••••••••••••••••.••• ' •••••••• " 
4th light and over ................... . 

HOTEL OR tOJX;.ING HOUSE RATE 

$1,.00· per co. 
.90 per mo. 
• SO· pe·r mOo. 
.70 per mo. 
..00 per me. 
.50 oe. .. per mo. 

$ .90', ~er mo. 
.70 pc'r mo. 
.50 per mo .• 
.30 a'a. per mo. 

L,1ghte in bedrooms ••••••••••••••••••• $ .40 ea. p&r mc>. 
Other ~ights (SatlC as commercia.l rate') 

PUB'LIC LIGHTING RATE 

Street lights ••••• , ....................... $1.6-5 as. per mo. 

7. 



• CTH!!!R RA. TES 

?or~ or house light burning oon-
tinuously While plant is r~ng •••••••• $1.65 ea per mo. 
:rls. t :iron ••••••• ~ •••••••• _. • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • SO es.. per l:10. 

A.bove rates t.O '00 figured upon 40 watt lamp bae1s. 

First 50 X.W.R • 
S&cond 30 X.W.R • 
.A:J.l over 60 K. r: .E:. 

OPTION'A!. MET!R RATE 

•••••••••••••••••••••• •••.••.....•.......•.• 
~ ••.•.•..•.....•.....• 

$ .20 per X.ti.R. 
.15 por LV:.JL 
.10 per L";J.:a:. 

~ntm~ Charg&: Commoroisl ••••••••••••• 6.00' per month. 
R.es1 denoe •• • • • • •• ••• •• • 3.00' po,r month. 

I~ IS ~ OPJ)E:RZJ) thct G%'1z zly· Eleo-

trio Comp~ shall file- vr1 th tho Re.llrosA Co:::n:l1se1on 

within twenty CZO} ~s from the da.te of this o ra;&r , a 

schedule of rates a.s horein set forth and' that the 

rates here in established she.ll be ofie¢tive OXt and 

a·f~3r Deoember 15. 1916. 
....... 

'Dated. at San Fre.neiseo. O:o.J.1:forll1a., t1l1s.2' ( ~:.. 

d~ of :December, 191&. 

Comm1ssioners 


