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BEFQORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matiter of the application
of NORTE SEORE LAND COMPAXY for
ar, order establishing rateg for
weter service.

Apnlication

Noe 2528

Ca J- Goodell, repreosenting Stanloy
Moore, for Applicant.

BY TEE COMUISSION.

QOrRINION

The originel petition in this matter req*o.eét-

ed autaority to £ile gnd. cstablish the sgchedule of water
rates mder weich t}ne buziness in toe yast had been oOp~
erated, dut for which no formal spproval hed heenr Ob~ .
teined. At 2 public hearing held in 3Sen Francisco on
Qctober 20, 1916, applicant amended its vetition to Pro-
vide for motering and im such ovher perticulare as

might be deomed eqnitable vy the Commission, the peti-
tion becoming,, in effect, 2 request that applicant®s

rete sctedule be entirely readjmcsted.

g figron voisea




Yorth Shore Laﬁd Company conducts a pudblic
utility water business Lor thoe yurpose of swprlying
Monte Rio, Mesa Greando, Sheridan and the vicinity there-
0% along Russian River, Sozmoma Comaty.

Tee North Shore Land Company was organized

July 28, 1902, with & capital stock of $10,000, for

the purnose of subdividing snd disposing of certain
lends omned by the North Shore Reilroad Company, tze
succesgor In interest thereof bveing The preseat North-
western Paclific Reilroad Company, and the project be-
ing advenced pertially witkh & view of aftracting traf-
Zic along the line of the railroad.  In connection
with the undértaking, the congtruction and instslla-
tion of a water plant and distridutioa system.ﬁas Locos—
sary, and this has been accompliched, according to ap~
plicant, at o cost to dete of $10,412.83. Do date, ap-
proxinately three-fifths of the desirable lots have Seen
dieposed of by the company and built uwpon by the purchas-
ers thoreofe

Applicant's water supply iz obtained from a
aumber of springs and small intermittent‘etreams, Lo~
catod at vaerioms points or tho hills immediaxely ad-
Jacent. Tho wator Ls collected iz small wooden tazke
and distriduted by gravity. Tho water shed area is
heavily wooded, snd contains spproximately two hurdred
and fiftﬁ (250) acres. It is owned dy spplicant.
™here 18 2 1little over ten miles of pipe line, princi-
pally for distridution, all but a few hundred feet of




which 18 two inches or less in cize. The System 48
reasonably well maintalinede Nonoe 0f the sorvices are

metored.

Tho communities hoeretofore named are &t pres-

ent primerily vacation cdlonies, whose activitieé, in
commor. with the ontire-Russian River resort digtrict,
are confined almost entirely to the summer season; the
rumber of residents varying from as high as four thou-
‘sand iz July to barely three hundred in mid-winter.
Vith a view to determining scme form of rate applicable
to this particular class of pudblic utility serwvice,
both in gemersl andl in the case at issue, the Commis-
gion has endeavored to collect all availadle data ro-
leting to its character and requirementc.

Klthough the presexnt number of services I1s
about throe hundred, those sctually served throughout
8 yoar do not aversge in excess of two hwadred and
sevonty. Only seventeon per cont. 0f the consumers
meke those communitios their permszont homo, practical—
1y all the remeinder residing in San Francisco and
vicinity. With the exception of four hotels served,
all water used is for ordinary domestic purposes. The
consumers can be divided betwoen those residing om tho
"Hhi11" and thoso residing on the "flat". The "hIll"
consumers constitute seventy-five por cdnx. of the to-
tel mumber z2rd their use is almost entirely confined
t0 the summer season. ~Treir location oﬁ gtecy brushy

hillzides largely confines the wator usc to the inter-




Lor of the residenmces. The "Z£lat™ consumers oz the

other hand are Principelly permanent residents, with

more proteantiows dwellings, many of them having large

gardens.

The table following is an ectimate of dura-
tion of oceupaney by théso rosidentes. Thaiec esctimate
is based uwpon partial rocorde of sprlicant’s oma ¢con-
sumers and upon conditione existing at Zionido, &
ghort distance away, under similar circumstances.

Continunonse Xumber of Porcontage of
Occupaney . . servieces. Active total.

For 12 months. 36
For 6 %o 10 months 8
For 3 to 5 monthe 19
For 2 months 106
For 1 month 101

TO‘ta-l 8CTITVE sesvscscoce 270
IMC"Ji'VQ sssssspsssanne 34

"..:Ot&l .OO.........--..-0304

This table rofors only to residence for a
continnous poricd and does not include intermittent
0CCUPANCT - to gathered indicaltes an average oL two
visits & year by each consumer, In addition to the per-
iods .oi’ permerent occupancy given above. The present
bagic rate ch'arged by applicant is & Llat rate of #5.
per snnum, with a.n.a.ddi‘cioml annwal cwge of BL.50
for oach patent fixture, such as a bath tub or tollet,
and special rates for tle ‘hoteis. J‘Liaproximately_sixty
per cent. of the concumers have been peying only the
45. charge, twenty per cent. paylng $6.50 and sixtoen




por cent. $8. per ennum.

The hearing on this metter was lergoly at-
tended By thae summer residents of the commmnities.
Compleint was made by & number of consmmers tast the
service was pnot of the best during certain periods -
during the suwmmor. While & portion of these complaints
can de satisfied by applicent, through the installation
of greater storage, perticularly in the Nese Grande and
Sheriden sections, the lack of any restrictions upon
use during pericds of peak demend is pertially respon-
sible fér thece conditions. One remedy lies in meter=
ing such coxzgumers as make oxcessivefuse or waste of
water during the time of great demend, snd tko Commig-—
sion suggesisthatl such & measure be taken in this par-
tieular case.

Applicanﬁ éubmits that tae income from.waﬁer '
seleg has at 1o time been sufficient to meet fhe ordin-
ary oxpenses of operation, and in substantiation pre~

sents & statement of receipts and disbursements Lor the

three calendar years 1913, 1914 and 1915, and the first

nine months of 19l6. For tais period tho total réceipts
are shown at $6,777.50, with disbursemonts of £7,954.05,
showing & locs in operation of $1,176.55. With the ex-
ception of $947.4% expended for & re-snrveﬁ and propoer-
ly chargeable to capitol, 2ll such exponses appear res—
sonable upon detalled exemination. Exclusive of the
re-~survey exvence item, the average annual cost of op-
eration during this period amownts to $1,855.

Tro Commiscion's engincers estimate the re~




nroduction cost new of the property at $10,574, witk s
necessary depreocistion sxsuity on the four per cenft.
sinking fund vecis of $301.15. These f£igures do not
contein sny sum for the two rundred and Lifty ecres of
water shed lenés, which sre estinmated Dy apnlicant ©o
neve & valve of £20. per sere. The pudlic util't ser-
vice value of thcse lands mey be aprroximated by measure

0f the ¢cost of »umping and filtering water direct from

the Ruessian Jiver, which Indicates a vulue considlerabdly

logs than that cstimeted by sonlicant.
in, the conduet of

;o7 service, which,
in Yturn, roguires suflflicient return tke producor o
cacourage continuunce of his ¢iferte. Wo do not be-
lieve thet applicanu’s consumers, or Lor tnst matter
the conzumers oF any of our yublic utilities, will ob-
Ject 4o rates which will ¥ i sulfic: s 40
properly operste and maintnin the plant, j i0el “he

s iz well administercd and i ¢ - 2

[
a

oriereld reve beon ale-
neintoenance of
‘rosult may be on
ver cont. o the majority of
of botween 5700. and $800. in
‘nnual revonue. Applicant will he oz~
doriveld from t2is Increuaze

betior sServico to 1ts consurers.




ZTecouse of %the uncervain and intermittent
uee on thli e of ¢n-
o mirimum ennual

will o ecusl to the lowest

aauel vayment now made by any of anplicant’e congum-

e for the merliod of tinme uur.t.nU
and a normal mover rato

quontity usod in ad-

cc retes will ocuiw
ko congumer
w111 be waying more nesrly im sproportion to his vee

hoth a“ 4o %ime and cuantity thenm ko has hoeretofore.
In “ix;ng tho Zorm of rates Ln tnle Oxder, wo have
attompited t0 nrovide & guideo for similar scrvice throushe
gglan Siver rosort terxritory, M
thotr gnnlication showve them to Ve
or ite patrons, adllfust
wi1L ve mad - cing mede velore

.Lw .4.0"1-

-~

Yo aro TAND COUPANY having made appdi-
ion for an order estoblishing a

r moetering snd such




other festures os the Commission might deem eguitable.

And & hezring having beon held and the Com=-
ndssion bedng fully advised in tho praemises,

THE RAIZROAD COMMISSION EEREBY’?INDS~AS X
2ACT that the rates charged by North Skore Lend Com-
pany for water supplied by it to residents of Monte
Ri0, Mesa Grande, Sheridan and the vicinity thereol

are unjust and waressonable insofar as they 4iffer

from the rates herein eztablished, and that the rates

herein ostablished are fair snd reasoznadle.

Basing 1ts order oxn the foregoing fimding
of faet, and on the further Lindings of fact contain-
od in the Opinion yreceding this Order,

I IS EEREZY ORDIRED that on and after May
~ |5

» 1917, North Shore Land Company estadblich
and put into effect the following schedule o2 rates

and charges for water service:

”

l1. A minimum sanwal charge for both metered
and flat rate service of £5. per service,
rayable in advance.

2. Iu addition to the minimum snnwal charge
of $5. por sorvico, yvayment for each
month or fraction thereof, during which water

is used will be as Lollows:

8.« Matored Service:

Tor the first 500 cubic feet ~ 15¢ per
100 cubic fLeet.

Tor the next 1500 cubic feet ~ 12¢ por
100 cubic feot.

For all over 2000 cubic foet ~ 73¢ per
100 cubic foet.

Minimun monthly charge por service % .75




be Mat Rnte Service:

Por each month or fraction thereof,
PO SOITICE eeccvvecnascnasccca B o75

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that within the
period of tweaty (20) days from the date of this order,
applicant shall file for the approval of this Commis~-

sion rules and regulations governing its service of wa-

tor.

Dated st San Fremcicco, Celifornfs, tais Zg
day of Decembder, 1916.

o Tt

. s . -
4 - .

Commissioners.




