DECISION NO.

mE RAIIR0AD COMMISSION OF 0FS STATE CF CALIFORNIA.

T ofON uois|on(y,

J. C. ZARTMAN, et al.,
! Complainmt,
~ve- , /), CASE 0. 1007.
mcs.zsom, nOPEZA & SiUTA FE RAILUAY
COIRANY, a coxporation,

/’

et " P o e Sl T B e S

DoZe n@ant .

LA

e

. V. Eonderson flo::- Complainant.

¥, 7. Roold Lor Defendant.

CORDON, Commissiloner.

’ OPIXIOX.

mhis i3 o complaint on »ehalf of J. C. Harimem et al.,
as members of and comstituting the City Planmning Commiseion of
the City of lierced, requestiné thet this Commizsion order tke
croction of separate freight and passenger stations iy tae Atchli~
son, Topeka & Sexte Fe Railway Compeny in the City of Iﬁerced w0
replace the combination fréigb.‘t ard pessongor stotlion horoto.foxfe
destroyed by fire. The defendant filed its answer dényi::.g tho
necessity for the comstruction of separate stations <or the ac-~
corodation of freight and passenger vralffic and sta'tiné it in-
tention to recomstruct the combined freight cud passenger station
iz the City of lorced substé.n‘tially o8 same oxfsted prior to its

destruction by Lire.




4 public hearing wes kold in Merced on Novenmber 8, 1916,

the matter was submitted and 1z now ready ZLor decision.

mhe combined freight snd passenger station of the Atchi-
son, Topoks & Sonta Fe Railwey wes loceted on the northesasterly
quarter of the block bounded by "K" Street, 24th Street, "J" Street
and 2774 Street in the City of Merced. fThe station was totally
destroyed by 2ire on August 18, 1916, and it was tie intextion
of the dofendant compeny to reconstruct seme alorg the lines o2
the structure destroyed by fire. The complainente desiring
separate stations f£iled complaint with tke Commission seeldng the
construction of separste facilitles end for the erection oZ a
passenger stetion of more ornale design.

mhe former combined Zfreight and passerger station wes
o one story wood Lrame structure, twenty-3ix by ome hundred LiLty
2eet in 3ize. The pascenger and office portlon of the structure wes
about twenty-sixz by Lifty-Zive fcot in gize, an open waliting room,
eighteen by twenty-six feet being provided at one ond. The axrrangoe~
ment for passenger accommodation was not modern in tkat 2o toilet
focilities wore provided witkin the siructiure axd there wes 2o
sepaxrate waiting or retiring room provided for womex PLSSONZOLT.
TIn these respects the passcnger 2ocilities provided by the Zormer
atation were Linsdequate end unsulteble for the nesds oX the delon-
dent'e patrone.

The preseat populetion o the g4ty of llorced is &
“housepd people. The Locill vie8 horein provided will be eample to
eccommodete the necde of lorcod.

The present location of the station is seven blocks nortlk




end two blocks east of the business coction of fhe city exd it i
ostimated that from 25 to 35 por cent of tae pasScenger business
and epproximatoly S0 per éent of the locel freight business of the‘
city of ierced is enjoyed by the dofendant carparation.

Various locations were diséussea at the hearing for toe
estedlisiment of a cepsrale passenger stetion, one of sems In-
volving the closing of MZV Street. It apposrs thet the sentimexnt
of the citizens of lierced i3 strongly ogainst the closing of "X™
Street. Another suggestoed location was ix the dopot perk In the
nortavesterly coruer of toe blLock in whick the station facilities

are located. This pari, howover, has bveen In process of develop=-

ment for come fifteon years amd should not bo elinminstod aﬁ\this

time. .

In view of £ll the ovidonco presented inm this matter, I
am &F tae opinion thet the complainants have not Justified tho
neceésity for the erection of soperate freight and passenger sto-
Lions by the Atczison, Topeka & Sants Fo Rallway Company ir tioe
Sity of Merced. I am, aowever, of the opinion thet the recon~
struction of the joint Ireight ond poscengor Station saould in-
clude provizior for sanitory toilets witain the station and also
for a women's rest or retiring roou.

T recoumend the following Zform of order:

J. C. Zortmam, et ol, hoving Tiled completnt with this
Commizsion requesting that separate froigat and passenger stetions

be provided by the Ltchison, Topoks & Semve Fe Fallway Compoay in




the City oX llerced, & »ubvlic hcaring having boen zeld axmd the
Conmiczion beoing fully advised in tThe nremises,

ZEPE3Y OZVERED, That in the reconstrucetion of fiae

cnl frelght stovion ot llorced to roplace t2e cha-

ro degtroyod by fire, arrangoments be made for the
ingtalistion of senitary toilets and for o women;é rest or rotiring
room @ad that plans spocilying suech facilities be presented to this
Commission Zor its ayrproval within talrty doys sfter the effoctive
date of this order, and
In IS HEREZBY PURTESR 0ZDERED, Tkat es to the othoer mat-

ters covered by the above-entitled coﬁplaint, soame are heredy

smissed.
{

Tho 2%0ve oplnion axnd ordor 2re aerchby spproved and ordor-
cd £iled 5§ the opinfon and order of %o Reilroad Commission of the
State oL Califormic. ‘

Deted at Zan Francizceo, Colifornia, this /_/d_ dey of
Januery, 1917.
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Commigssioners.




