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De!ond:m.t • ) 

. / 
F. v. Henderson for Complai~nt. 

M. W. Reod for Defendnnt. 

CO:RlX>lr., Commies 1oner. 

o PIN ION. ---- .... --~ 
This is· :l co~laint on 'be.b.~f of J. C. Esrt:r.a:o. et !9l. ~ 

os members of ~~a O'onstitutiDg ~e City Planning Commission of 

the City of Merced p requesting that this Commission ordor the 

eroction of separate freight and passenger stations by the Atehi-

s on, ~opoks & santa ]10 Rail way Company in the 01 ty of lw!ereed to 

replsO'e the coc.ci:oa.t1on !'re1g.b.t c.r.d. 1'e.ssol'lger stc.t1on .h.oroto:f'ore 

d.estroyed by f:tro. ~he defend.~t filed it.s s,Xl$wer denying tb.~ 

.necessity for the O'onstruction of separate stations for the $0'-

comoda:.t1on of freight and passenger trEJ£fic ~d. stating i te in-

tention to reconstruct the cotloined freight a.nd pa.seeng~r station 

in the Cit:r of Morced. subet~tieJ.lY' as same eXisted :prior to it$ 

destruction by fire. 
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A public hearing was held in Merced on November S, 1916. 

the matter was $ubm1tte~ and 1$ now read~ tor dec1z1on. 
~he combined freight and passenger station ot the Atch1-

son~ ~opeka & santa Fe Aailwa~ was loccted on the northeaster17 

quarter ot the block bounded by "X" street, 24th street, "J" Street 

and 23rd Street in the City o! Merced. The station was totally 

destroyed by fire on August 18, 1916, and it was the intention 

of the do£endant comp~ to reconstruct ~~ along the linea of 

the structure destroyed by ~ire. ~he cocpla1nants desiring 

separate stations filed complaint with the Commission seeking the 

construct~on o! separate !acilities and for the erection o! a 

passenger station o! more ornate design. 
The ~or.mer eombined freight and passe~er station wee 

a one story wood freme structure, twenty-su by one h'Wld.red :ti:tty 

:teet in 31::e. ~he passenger and office portion, of the structure was '. 

about twenty-six by f1!ty-!i~e foot in size~ an open waiting room, 

~ighteen by trlenty-six feet being proTided at one end. ~e arrange-

ment ~or passenger accoamodat1on was not modorn in that no toilet 

~ao1l1ties ware provided within the structure and there wes no 
separate w~1t1ng or retiring room ~ro~1ded ~or wo~~ passengere. 

In these respects the pa.escnger facilities provided b7 the !ormor 

station were inadequate ~d un$uit~ble to~ the nGGds o~ t~e de~en-

d.c::t 'e l'strone. 
The present po~ul(J.tion o~ the City o~ ~orco~ is ~oott~ io~ 

tC.OUSelld. l'ooI>le. ~J.le !e,cili ties i).oroin )tl'o,,:,1d.ed. rlll be emple to 

c.eeOXClXlOu.e:te the ::looels o! :!.0rcod.. 
!he pre cent location of the station is seven blocks north 
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e.r.d two blocks east of the business section of the city ani it is: 

'ostimated tb.st froo 25 to 35 ;POl' cent ot the passenger 'business 

and s.~:proxirrAtoly 50 :per cent of tho local.. :f'reight 'business of the 

city of ~ereed. is enjoyed. by tho clofendsnt' cCtr!Jaration. 

Va.:riou.s locations were a.iscussed. tlt tho hoaring for tho 

.establiSbment of' a c epe.ro.te ;pssse:::Jgor ats.t ion, one of Same 1n-

vol ViDg the closing of "Xl1 Street. :::t appears t.b.at the senti!llo:::.t 

of t.b.e c1 t:tzenz of !':ereed is strongly eg!l.:too t t.b.e clos 1%lg of "'X'" 

Streot. Another ~tl.ggestod. loca.tion was in the d.opot ;perk in the 

:::.orthwosterly c'or:c.er ot the block in which the stc:tion fo.ci11ties 

are locsted.. This park, howover, has been in ~rocess of &evelo~-

ment for some fifteon yeers atd sboulc'i. not "00 eliminstocl e.t:, this 

time. 
In 'VieV'; of all the evidonco presented in tb.1s: mo.ttor, I 

$J:l a! the o:pi:lion t.b.c.t the eompl:d.nants .ha.ve not justified tho 

necessity for the erection of seperste freight s~ ;psssenger st~ 

tions by the Atchison. ~o~eka &: S::w:te. Fe Railway Camp r!lJ::T in tile 

Cit:; of };!oreed. I am, however, of the o;pinion tb:!t tho recon-

strt:.¢tion 0 f the joint tra1g.b.t and. :pcsse!lgor ststion sb.o,~d. in-

clud.e J?rovizion for sD.:litc.r; toilets witb.in tho station and. alzo 

for a WO~O:lTS rest or rotiring room. 

!,reoo:amend tho follol1i:g tom of ord.er: 

ORDB?. ---..---
J .. C. B:o.:rtmsn, et :::.1, .b.c,v1l:lg filed cO!%l:!,?ld nt with this 

Co~~izsion requoetiug that sep~:rate lroi$b.t snd pc.ssengcr stat10ne 



the City o! :':erced .• c. :public hoaring ho:Vir..S 'boen hold C.M the 

Comciczio~ being tully advisod in tho ~rer~zes, 

!~ IS F2?'.£:BY O?.JEEED, ~l~t in the reconzt::"'J.ction of JiiAC 

tion herotoZora destroyed oy tire, arrsngo=onts bo ~do for the 
... 

inot$llc.tion of.se.n1tOlry toilets c.nd ~or s. 'ilornenfs rect or rotiring 

rooe m d. that pla."'ls $Jloc1fying such facilities be 1'rezented. to thiS 

Coomission tor its c.p~ro~ol within tAirty dcys' ettar tae ef!ective 

d~to ot this order, ~Dd 

!T IS SE?ZJ3Y ~':m~EE? O?D~PZD. ~bAt e.s to the othor mt-

tel'S covered by the abovo-entitled complaint, same ere hereby 

d.ismis sed. 

TAO Co 'bove opinion a::::d ordor .!l.re lleroby appro ved. ~nd order-

ed tiled s.s th.e opinion $.1'10. ordor of tilo P.a.ilro$.cl Co=miss1on of the 

Sts te o:e Co.l1:f'orn1s. 

Dated. at San Francisco, Ccl1fornio.. this ~ dey of 

302 ,. 


