DECISION NO. -

2ZFOTE TEE RAIZROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATS OF CALIFORNIA.

GILR20T CLAMBER OF COMIEZRCE,
Complalnm®,

vSe CASE NO. 982.
SQUITEERN PACIFIC COME,

-9

Defendant.

Sarborn & Roerl, for coxplainsrt, and:
for intervemors, City of Cilroy,
City of Hollister, Hollister
Chomber of Coamerce.

Geo. D. Squires, for Southern Pacific
Comneny, Dofendant.

GOPDON, Commissioner.

OPINION.

T2is is 2 complairnt on behal? of the Gilroy Chamder of
Commorco alloging that the denot of the Somthern Pacific Company

at the City of Giiroey iz old, sriiquated, inconvenlient, uncomfort-

able and unsuited for the wante of the rosidents of Gilroy: that.
the growth o0f the City of Gilroy demands & new depcwv of modern
appearanco, Litted with aggée waiting rooms and rest roomes for the
cozvenience of the publics [that the Southern Pacific Coxpany con=-
texplates moving the present existing dopot strmcture 10 2 new
location and unless restreined by an order of this Commiesion will
move the present structure and place 3ame at a new location. The
Commission is asled to entexr its ordexr réquiring the defoxrdant,
Southern Pacific Company, to erect o mew depot building suitadble
to the waxts of the public at the City of Gilroy.
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The City o Eoilistoer and Zollistor Chambor_oi’ Coxmerce
requested vormiscion to intervone alleging that the devot maintain-
0 by the Soutiern Pacific Company ot the City of Gilroy was fa-
adeguate ond wasuiteble for tae meods of pascengers to or from
the station of Zollister and other polints on ':":Lo Trog Pinoes Branch
v:b.é wore required to change cars or swalt trains at Gilroy.

Nhe City o2 Gilroy, & municipal corporetion, requosiod

. permission +o intorvens slloging tho inadeguacy of the depot builld-

iag mainteined by the Southern Pacilic Conmpany :md gtating that

tho City of Gilroy by reason of {ts sizec wnd importa.nce 23 the
terminal and junction poin‘.:‘ oL +he Treo3 R4inos Branch of thre Soutaern
Pacific Company was entitloed to & moderz and avtractive railroaji".".
demot equipped with adequate weiting and rest rooms Zor thoe cqr.iren—-
sonce of the vudlic. |

- Dhe defendent, Soutiern Pacific Compeny, filod its cmswors

. vetitions of
to.the complaint ‘and. 10 the /intervenors denying tie materisl clle-
gations of the complainant and intervenors end outlining ites Lxnten~
tion to expexnd & sum approximately $2000.00 in the diieration axnd
reps.ir o? the existing &opot, same contemplating vie romoval o the
structure to & now locatioz.
i public hosring was held at Gilroy on Septerber 29, 1916,
the navter wal submi‘c‘cecl gnd Lig now ready for docisior.
itnesses for complainsyt testifled that the prosont

population of toe City of Gilxroy ‘s ghous 3000 and +that ebout 3000
peovle reside outside Tho corporato Limits of the ciiy spl were
served by the Gilroy station of Southern Paclilic Company. Xo
matorial increase in the poyulstion of the City of Gilwroy has beon
made in the peast fow years snd the principal increase inpopﬁla.t.‘.on
hes been in the territory tributary to tho city and outeide the
Aty Limits. A considereble sgitation for civie jmprovomonts 2as
boen mado and an oxpenditure of about $113,000.00 2ae beon mede
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during tho peleich threo'yéars for street vaving, improvemont of water
syster, fire protection, ete., im tho City of Gilroy and the
compleinants desire s more modern depot duilding in conneection

th the gorvoeral civic improvemoent.

Tke station of Gilroy cerves the Passerger businoess oxly,
ell freight being handled et o soperate brilding. It will thore-
Tore be necessary t0 consider +this matter golely a3 a bassonger
rroposition, no complaint having been made a3 0 the insdequacy of
thae facilities provided for the condnct of freipkt business.

Records furnished by the Southern Pacific Comeny show

“he ticket sales from Gilroy station to be =285 follows -

Fisecgl yoar ending June 30, 1914 : $46,209.93
" " "™ June 30, 1915 | 41,898.32-
" T " June 30, 1916 38,248.64

Nhe sbove statistice indicate & substentiol decroase in

the passenger busiress derived by the Southern Pacific Cozpeny from

the Cliy of Gilroy,imxwthe privetely omied auvomobile and sumtomodile

bus have been responsible T6 a considersdle extent for the decresse
szom. Several lines of autcmobiles, overated for hire, sorve the
torritory between Gilroy and San Jose and an oxhibit was introdwecd
by defendent showing 80 passengers dally bandled bdotween Gilroy
and Sexn Jose; 10 passengers dally handloed between Gilroy and Zollis~
tor; and 10 vescengors doily kandled betwoen Gliroy ond points
sexrvel by tae Southern Pacific Compary oxn its Tres Pinos Brgnch;
other vhan Hollistor. |

The greoatest docroase in passenger rovenue as reflected
by the record of ticket zales et tho stotion o2 Gilroy cccured ixn the
year wher the beaviest travel incident to tho Panana-Pacliliic Inter-
rationsl Exposition a2t Sam FPrencisco was presont for a gix months
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Ihe passenger businecs of the Souwthern Pacific Company as
reflected by ticket sales at tie station of Hollister slso shows

a decrease, the statisties being as follows:

Plscal year exding Jume 20, 1914 $42,441.46

" mm june 30, 1015 43,768.56
) " " June 30, 1916 35,786.84

. The ratrons of thoe Southern Pacific Comzony to snd from
the station of Hollister smd other Points on the Tres Pinos Branch
use the station of Gilroy =2z & transfer Point from and to main line
trains.

The present station at Gilroy was erected in 1869 snd
wkile some resrrmngement and alterstions have been made, the Sta-
tion 43 old axd cannot be considered as adequate Lor the volume
o dusizess furnished by the ratrons of the deferndant company.

The tuilding at presont farnishes tho following sm»ace iz its verious
rooms for the accommodstion of the traveling publiec:

Uein Walting Room 19T % 25 g» 484.5 s8q. ft.

Women's Room 9 6" x 10T 6™ 99,7 * n

Men's Zoilet 9T ™ x 8* 76.00 "

Ricket Office 546.0 7

Recoxd Room 45.0 7

Bsggoge Room 266.0 "

Total i517.2 v

The Southerr Pacific Company had completed plans for the
rebabilitation axd enlargemesnt of the station, including the removal
10 2 new location approximately 500 feet east of the rresent site.
The resrrmagement and additions contemplated would have given the
following cpece:

Open Vaiting Roon 20 % 247 480.0 sq. £t.

Women's Room 14 x 197 266.0. " 7

General Waiting Room 19 x 24" 646.0

Men's Toilet 11T 6" x 67 9" 77.5 * "
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Ticket QOLLice 15 x 297 425.0 sq. ft.
Record Room 6 6" x 7? 45,0 7 »

Beggage Roonm 19 x 267 494.,0 ™ v
Total 2443.5 m v

The proposed changes wouvld have redﬁcod the space slloted
To the ticket office bdut would have furnished an sdditional ‘open
waiting roon, increased the size of the goeneral waiting room,
wonen's room and baggage room. The access to the men's ,ioilet
would be from the outside of the bullding instead of from the gene
oral welting room as formerly. The Southern Pacific Coxpeany e3-
timated the expense of "tb.e rroposed rehabilitation and improvements,
izcluding the moving of the depot to the xew location, at $3920.00.
The principsl reason for the proposed removal of the station to
& location approximately 500 feoet south of its precent 3ite is to
avoid the tlocking of an important Aighway lkmown as ™Old Gilroy
Street™ by long passerger iraine stending at the station, and 1t
wa3 shovn that dwring the period August 19 to hugust 27, 1916,
both d.gtes inclusive, that an average of 448 vehicles vor day useld
thie crossing and the moving of the devot building to the proposed
new location would berefit the public msing this highway.

The average muzber of patrons using the station facilities
at Gilroy in connection with passenger trains for s period reflecte
ed by a nine days check (August 19 o August 27, 1916, both dates
inclusive) was 258 per day; in saddition sn average of 70 persoxns
per day used the station for the purpose of meeting or accompanying
friends arriving or departing on Southern Pacific trains, a total
average of 328 persons daily using the facilities of the defendant
company during this period.

The conditions presented in this proceeding are unusual

in that a steady decrease in the passenger revenne 0f the defendant
P
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company at the station 6f Gilroy is apparent, The population of

the City of Gilroy has increased by an average of but 100 persons
por yoar for the past five years and wihile the section tﬁbu‘ta\ry
to theClty of Gllroy and tae passengor station of the defendant
at that point is inoreasing, a corresponding increase in the pes-
senger revexue Iis not pro'sent.

The Somthern Pacific Company, defendant in this case,
2ad yrepared plans and were about to male extensive rehabilitation
of treir present station Puilding at the time complaint in this
cage was flled. It was also developed by the testimony of lr. -
Thos. Ahern, Division Superintendent of the Sou'thei'n Pacific Comp~
any, that the work of double~tracking the line from San Josze to-
Watsonville Junction had been contempleted and was 8till under
consideration at this time, and that sueh plens might exntirely
chonge the point of location ¢of the Gilroy passenger station. It
wonld appear thet the rehabilitation proposed utilizing the present
structure wag the solu‘bionl deemed satisfactory by the Soutborn Paci-~
fic Company in comsideration of the proposed double tracking and
the consequent pessibility of new station facilitles beixg estabe
lished in commection with that work, also comsidering the decreased
pagsenger revenue a3 derived Lrom Gilroy Station and the stations
oz the Tres Pinmos :Bré'nch. I am not wlling to recommend thet the
Southern Pecific Company's scheme for rehabilitation of the present
station dullding s&ould be endorsed exnd be made eoffective by an
order of this Commission. A4fter caroful consideration of the
testimony andé exhibits 28 presented in this case, I am of the
opinion and £ind as s fact that the present passenger ctation Lfa-
cilities az provided by the Southern Pacific Company at the station
of Gilroy are insdeguate and not in keeping with the Importance of
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“he patronege derived by the defendant company from thie looaa.ify.

While It is true that e deocrease in pa.esengor oefrnings has dbeen
reflocted by the statistics presented covering the lLast three yoa.rﬁ
there is eviderce indicatizg a subdstantiel and contizmed incresase
in the population inmmediately surrouné.ing the City of Gilroy and
tae passsenger traffic of tho defendent company will be increased
by such growing population. The present station fa.cn.’;.ties have
sexrved the commu.n:.‘t'y Lor some forty~seven years anl no substantisl
improvements have beexn made in the ststion building since 1ts
exrection. Gilroy ic a Juxnetion point sorving the Tres Pinos
2ranch on which are located the stations of Hollister and Tres Pixos
and the development of taese citlec and their adjacent population
will increase the vossenger traffic requirirg accommodation at the
Station of Gilroy.

I shell rocommend that plans be svbmitted to this
Commission covering the erection of a passenger depot of lath amd
plaster or of comcrete hollow tile or of other suitable materisl,
astiafactory to this Commission, and designed in the So-colled
¥iszion style. I an of the opinion that it 13 reaszonable and
Just to order the defendant to expend for such structure 2 sum o
20t less thaxn ten thousand dollares ($10,000.00). Such passexnger
depot will sdequately cerve tho prosent and reasonable future
reeds of the City of Gilroy srd sl30 those of the patrons of the
defendant company oxn the Tres Pinoes Branck using such depot as o
point of transfer,

T submit herewith the following form of oxder:
_0_ W '_D_ E ?-.-

A formal hearing having beon held at Gilroy in the
-




above entitled procecding oxn September 29, 1916, tre matter having

boen duly submitted and the Commission being fully advised 1in the
vrewises,

17 TS SEREDY ORDERED, thet the defondemt shall vithin
cixty (G6O) days from the gervice on it of this oxder, presexnt to
this Commission for its approval, plans Lor & passenger depot to
‘be built at Gilroy and shall within six (6) wonthe after the ap-;
provs.l-'oi’ sueh plans by this Commizsior erect & passenger depot
of lath snd piaster, or of conerete hollow tile, or of some 2imi-
1ar cless of construcetion and of such style, type and design as
shell be spproved by this Commission.

Nhe foregeing opinion and order are hereby approved and
ordered £iled as the opinion azd ordered Liled as the opinloxn and
order of tho Railroad Commission of the Siate of Colifornia.

Dated at Sen FPrancisco, Califoraniz, this / 6# day of

Jexmary, 1917. v %ﬂ/f(— ],Z
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Commissioners.
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