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In the mAtter of the a~p11c~tion 
of COUNTY OF SA.~ JOAQUIN to open 
road in Zularc Road District ~cross 
Sc~thern Pacific tracks at grade. 

~ Application ~o. 27l3. 
) 

Geo. D. Squires for Southern ~acific 
Company. 

Jas. ~. Ansbro and Jas. Y. Coates 
for Eo~rd of Su~ervisor3. 

BY ~ CO~Dr.ISSION: 

o po I N ION • ....... iIIIIIII~~ ___ _ 

A public hearing in this proceeding was 

held at Stockton. February 2. 1917. being oonducted by 

Myl'on Westover. Exa:niner. 

~h1$ is a viewer's petition'fi1ed under 

Section 268e of the Political Code. askins anthority t~ 

establish a public road oroseing at grade over the tracks 

of Southe-rn ~ac:1.:fio OompS:l.Y. which extend:' northwest end 

sO'lltheast aoross the southwest corner o'! Section 6., town­

ship 3 south. ranee 6 oast in san Joaquin Coun~y. 

:he surrottndiIlg country i3 open and :prac­

tically level With no obstructions to the view near the 

~oint of crossing. 

Xhc ~ropo8ed croeSingis to be used in 

connection with a proposed new road two miles long ex­

tending froI:l the:unction o:f the Eird Boad with the Ter­

nalis Roe.d.s.t tAe southwest corner o:! Section 6,. to the 
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southeast eorner of Section 5 where it w11~. join another 
'" 

pro~osed new road. for Which the Board has procured most 

of the right of way_ The latter road extends south about 

7 miles to the county line. 

The: ,:Bosra. plane to later extend. the two 

cilee of new road an additional mile or more' east to con­

~ect with what is known as the ~1ver Aoad., connecting San 

Jo~quin City and Banta. ThG ~ropo3ad ro~d would thus 

beco1:le part of the princj;pal ea.st and west thoroughfare 

acroee this part of the valley to the hills on the west. 

~e nearest east and west roads a.re respectively four mil~s 

north and two miles south of the crossing in question. 

'!he 'River :Road prset1es.lly psre.llels the r81J.road snd is 

distant some two or three miles easterly from it. Both 

the Bird Road and the Vernalis Road. are improved. The 

Bird Road leadS from the soction corner north four miles 

to aju:letion 'wi th the :diver Roa.d at 8. point about ti.. hal.:£::': 

mile east o~ Banta. About half, of the travel northerl~ 

e.:ld. northwesterly from the, community in quBstion is to 

and from :Be.nts.. Tile reI:l8.1nder of such t:m.vel is to and 

from ~racy. The Verna11e Road is used. 1n the Tracy trs.vel 

for a distance of t~ mile~ west of the section eorne7 
and. in the VernaliS travel a distance of four miles sou~ 

from the section corner. 

Tho proposed road is deSigned to 

open u~ a terr1tor,y of four or five squaro mile8 ~A1ch is. 

now without So public: road. ~e proposed ¢rossing~ which 

is about 900 feet ~rom the Bird. ~oad. crOSSing. is located. 

at a private crossing where gates are maintained. making 

it necessary for ~ of those travelling to and from the 

-2-



territor.y in que~tion to make a oons1derable detour. 

Southern hoi:tio Comp~ st.a.tes thAt 1t has no ob­

jeotion to the crossing. other than its general objection to 

increasing the :r18lcs of travel through increasing the number 

of grade erossinge. It suggested as an alternative & road 

along the €lasterl~ side of the company's right. of way about 

900 feet l~ connecting the proposed road With the E1rd Aoad. 

so that, the present E1rdRoad cross~ could be used. ~he 

objection to this is tbAt t~e $ngle for.med at the junction 

With the :Bird ~oad would be lesa thsn 45 degrees, end would 

probab~ develop So dangerous situation, and a seriOUS obstaole 

to trs.~f1c. The supervisors present expressed. w11l1ngnesa 

to build such connecting road in addi t1on, if the oross1Xlg in 

question is a:a.thor1zed. 

If the connecting road is built, co that ab-OUt lla.lf 

the travel' of the v1c1n1t~ would not need to' use the proposed 

croasing, or C%'O.ss the tracks e.t all. tho publlc convemence 

eer-ted 'by the proposed. crossing would more than offset the 

r1sks added 0'1 an e.dd1t1onal cr08$·i:cg. 

o R 1> E R • ... --~-
SAlf JOAQ.'O'm COUNTY hav1ng fUed w:tth the Railroad. 

Cocmi8sion an application for permission to e~truct a cross-

1llg of the tracke o! the Southe,rn Pae1!ie Co~tIl:lY,e.t grade. 

at a. point near the southwest comer of Section 0, ~owneh1p 3 

S¢uth, :Range & Ee.st, in San Joe.quin ,County; a.nd. a. publlc hotll'-

1%lg having 'been held; 

I~ IS :s:EBEBY O?!)E.t(EJ). That after, San Joaquin Count,. 

,,"',' 

ebAll heve constructed the rona montioned in the foregoing 

opinion a.s: the CO:lllect1ng road, betweon the :Bird Road. snd t'be . ~'. ,.; ~.~ " 

proposed. road., the Co:cmieBion will heres.~er make its order 
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granting permission for the erossing aske.CL ~or here1:c. to be­

construete<t, sub j Get to the usual eond1 tiona. a J I 

Da.ted e.t Ssn Fr~c12,eo. CalifOrnia., this ~4/J." 

of February, lS17. 

Comm1e:S1oners. 


