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BEFORE TEE ?AIIaOA:D C cr,,:k"'ISS!ON' OF' THE S~ATZ OF CALI:fO?.NIA. 

In the matter o~ the $p~lication ~ 
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of the com,,=y 0:' P?.ESNO for per.ll.ie-
6ion to construct ~nd mai~tain a 
public h1shway crossing over the 
right o~ way and tracks of the 
C~~AL ?ACIF!C R .. AJ.'LWAY CO~i:P.P..NY" 
near £erndon. Fresno Co~ty" Ca11-
fornie.. 

) A~plicatio~ ~o. 2078. 

~ 

~y ~EZ CO~fISSIC~: 

) 
) 

Cnr~s Jor~enson for applicant. 
Geo. D. Squires for Southern 
?~.c1fic Company. 

o ? I ~ ION • ....... -_-.. .... -

A :public hearing on above a~p11eation 

waS conducted by ~on ~0stover. E~~iner. at ~re3no. Feo-
nary 14. 1917. 

By it t~G County o~ Fresno applies 

for authority to construct a public crossing 80 fe&t wide 

at grade over the tracks of the Southern ?aci~ic ayet~. 

OVi.:led by Central Pacific aailvlaY Com~e.ny. at a. point near 

the common corner of sections 3. 4. 9 and lO in ~owns~~ 

13 South" Range 19 Ea.st" tr.J).3. & M. in !l'resno CO'Qllty, 

about midway between the present crossing at Eerndon and 

the present erOZS~%lB about three miles southea.st of Eern-. 

dOIlIo. .. 

Z'.a.e proposed crossine 13 to 'be construe'ted 



in co~etion with ~ proposed 80 ~o~t boUlevard wh1c~ Will 
extend from the vicinity of·a ~bd1vision knOVnl as Westacres. 
along the so~therly line of what is knov~ as the Herndon 
lands ana across the state Highway and the Southern ~ac1f1c 
tracks to Bullard on tlle Santa A\e, and on to CloVis. It Wil~ 

also connect '.nth Van Ness Avenue. leading to Fresno;' 

The 1000. a.cres. in Westacre'S traot 1l'lS been 
SUbdiVid.ed into 10. 20 a:ld 40 acre tract:e and about 90~ of it 

~ ...... . 

sold. Z~ere are about 15 families located o~ the traot at 
, .. 

present.~ of them USing the shipping faoilities at Bullard 
end the sc~ool and civio center loc~ted there. 

~e Rernclan lands consisting of a.bo'll t 1700-

acres immed.iately w<;tst ot the Sta.te Highway and Soutl:.ern 
Pacific. and. the Fresno Suburba.n Eomos tra.ct consisting 0'£ 

e.bout 7200 acres loctLtcd just east of the State Righway and 

the ~outher.n ?scific tracks, are being ~bdivid.ed. leveled. 
planted and sold in small tracts. 

There is conSiderable travel now which would 
use the proposed crOSSing if opened, and apparently muCh more 
travel will rapidly develop. Thirteon regular trs,1ns pass 
over the proposed crOSSing daily. nine of them passenger 

trains. and also an average of four extra freight trains. 

Zhe point of' crossing ie at the highest ~oint 
in t:l:.e vicinity. The surrounding country is leo.vel.. There are 
no ooetruetione to the view. Z~e railroad right of way is 150 

feet wide extending from the center line of the Single track 
100 fect east and 50 fect west. Adjoin~g and. pe.rBlleli:cg 
the crossing on the west is fue State :t.:i.ghv/s.Y', 60 teet wide. 

This wiJ.l a.ssure e. cletLr view of tile crOSSing on approaching 
the tre.eks from either direction for a. d.istance ot 100~¥eet. 

or more. even after the fig orchards and olive trees along 

the boulevsrds which are being planted oecome large .. 

The crossing ap~lied for wo~ld cross 
2 



at 
trseks/a.n scu te angle of abou.t 450 • The ttndisputed tea-

timony is that e. crossing at rightangles is the :nost ecox:.oIllical 
and safest type of grade crossing. ),:n insp~ction of the ground 

a120 SAOwt that a ~oint ot crossing about 100' feet to 150 feet 

north o~ the pOint proposed would ~ave the advantsge of le~.l 

ground. ~d there~ore better gradej 8.ppr08.Chee and view, and would 

avoid the necoss1ty for a cut of aoout four ~eet. 

Z'le Southern &ae1iic Compan:r operating the-

railroad to be crossed offors no obSect10n to the crossing, 

but pre~ers 8. right angle crossing and suggests installing 

an advance sign on the east side. 

It app~ars from the teet~ony that the pro-

posed crossing ~ll aid ~terie.l!y in the development of the 

surrounding countrj, be a ~ublic convenience to those living 

in the viCinity and will involve only the min1mum smount of 

risk to the traveling public. 

Zae a1'pl10 at i on is tiler ef or e gran ted. with: 

the modifications shown in tho order. 

o :? D :E! R. 411i11111t ........ _ 

TBE COUN':Y·· OF P?.ES!~O having applied to 

the Railroad Co~ss~on for 8.uthorit1 to construct end me1n- . 

tain a public highway crOSSing 80 feet wide over the right of 

way and track~ of the Central ~acific Eailva1 Company at a~oint 

near Eerndo:a., :E'reStlO COUll ty, sa.id crossillg. being shown. on 

diagram a. t tache d to the app.11cs.t:i. on as en eX'o.1'b1 t, and a:. :,.,. ,*,." 

~ublic hearing ha.ving been held thereon, ~d it a~pearing that 

public cO:lvenience roquires the e2ta.blis.bment 0:£ such e. croasing. 

IT IS EEP..EBY O?.J)EBED BY TEE ?.J .. IIacnD . . . 

CO~Il!ISS!ON' OF TEE STJ~~E OF OALIF(ENIl.. t:o.at permiss ion be and 

the same is hereby gr~ted to Fresno County. California, to 



construot a publio highway orossing 80 ~0Ct wid& ~t grado 

over the tracks of the Central Pacifio Aailway ComPan1 at & 

poi~t where the ground is level, from 10~ to 150 fee~ n~th 

of the location sp~lied for as shown on ~iagram attached to 
the ap~lication ae an e7~ibit. The s.uthorityhereby granted 

is subJect to the following conditions: 
Cl} Zhe entire expense of constructing ~e 

crossing shall be borne by s:!?l"lic'ant. 
(2) The expense of ma,intainins tho crossing tIP 

to a line two (2) feet outside the rails of the Central ?e.oifio 

Eailway Com:;>any shall be borne 'by El.:!?l'licant. ~he expense of 

maintaining the crossing between the rails and to a line two 

feet outside thereof shall be borne by the Centrsl?acific 

:Railway Com~e.ny. 
(5) the crossing shall be constructed o~ a 

width of not less than eighty feet and with grades of approaoh 

not exceeding four C4j percent, shall be protected by suitablo' 

cattle guards. crossing Sign. and also by an advsnce warning 
Si~ o! a ty:pe recommended by the CommiSSion lreated about .300 

feot east of the crossing on the north side of the boulevard. 

~he crossing shall in every W$Y be made safe for the ~a8sage 

theroover of vehicles and other road tratfic. 
(4) T"Ae C,ommission reserves the right to make 

such further orders relative to the location, construction. 

operation. maintenanoe an~ protection ot said crOSSing as to 
it may seem right and ,roper. 'and to revoke its ~ermission if 
in 1te judgment. the public convenience and necessity demand 

euch a.ction. 
Dated. at: San Fra.ncisco, Cs.l:1.torn1s." thiSI~" 
day of Februs.:ry. 7 ~,~~-IJ~·~_ ... :_i/ 
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