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BEFORE TZE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE
STAIE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the application _ .
0f The City of E1 Centro for por- Application
nisgion to construct street

_crossing at grade acroscs tracks No. 2694.
0 Southern Facific Company.

Je L. Larew for applicante

Goorge D. Sguires for Southern
2ecific Company.

BY THE COMMISSION.

This application was heard by Examiner Encell
at EL Contro on FPebruary 7, 1917.

The City of ELl Centro asks permission herein
to construct Brosdway, an east and wost street eighty
feet in width, which lies between and parallel to Main

Street and Commercial Avenvue, at grode over the tracks

of Soutnern Pacific Compeny. Commercisl Avenrve ig




three hundred feet north of Brosdway, Main Street is
the same distance to, tho south: both are elghty foot
gvreets open acrose the trecks and are connected with
Broadway by Toird Street, six huhdred foet east of
the railroad right-of~way, and Fourta Stroot two hun~
dred feet west. Main Street is tre principal east
end west street through the business section of EL
Centro and is well improved.
Tne right-of-way of the Somtnern Pacific

Company &t Broadwey is three hundred foet in widthe
It runs through El Centro in an approximate north and
goutn direction, and has, in addition to the main linq
track, four spur tracks, & paszing track snd o siding
across Eroedway; uaking seven tracks in all.

| Tho city bages its desire for the proposed
crossing on two genoral grownds - firet, that it 4s

needed To give convenient access %0 the two indus-

tries located on Broasdway oast of the track, and the

second velag that iTs opening would rermit traffic
t0 be diverted from Msin Street, which, it is stated,
is now comgested at cortain Times 0¥ the yeor.

The Southern Pacific opposes tho,opening 4
The crossing, alleging that iv would ve hazsrdous to
street traffic, wouwld be blocked during a large part
of the Time and wouwld so divido the El Centro yard
that the company’s facllities would de cramped to such
an extent that it would be difficult to hendle tac =L

Contro business.

To wake the Southern Pacific Conmpany’™s ob~-




Jections firet, LT is appyarent thst sny crossing over
seversl tracks would be daxzgerous overn witk the most
efficient moans of protection, and thet it would be
more than uswally dangorous nere, whore 1the seven
tracke are SO gpuced that o &re on tae extreme west
gide of the right-of-way, ome on the extreme eact line
three hvudred Xeet away, and four are in the center of
the station rogorvation. This iz oespecially 80 since
tae train movements Ovor tanese tracks are extensive.
Trey consist of four pessenger trains dally, taree
roguler freight treins, with occasionsly exira trains
and switcking in the yards estimated as being carried
on from seven To eight nours out of the Twonty-ILoure.

In addition to thiz train sorvice of the Southern Paci-

fic Company the Eolton Interurven Reilroad operates

several trains daily aeross thic street.

If the crocgizng 45 opered it is clemr that
with but three hundred Leet between 1t and the moxt
sdjacent streets, in both directions, Tthe necessary
switching would inevitaoly bLock the sirecet for com~
sideravle periode each day and 1t seems prodedle thst
the traln service will be increased in the noar
future. Toe San Dioge and Arizora Railwey, when 1t is
completed, will use the stetion facilities of the
Soutkrern Pacific compani vetween Moin Street axd Com~
mercial Avenue, which will meen thet its trains will
also heve to crosg Brosdway. Further than this 1t ap-

pesrs taat there will have 1o be new twacks construct-




e to permit of the interchange of freigat between these
two companies and this, in addition to tho natural in-
creage of the Southern Pacific Company's owa facilities,
walek will be necescary t0 serve an active emd growing
city like EL Centro, indicates that considorable addi~
tional trackege and additional train service will de
needed. The best Iaverests of voth the railroad and
the city will not be served by permitting the railroed
facilitles to become congested 4if it can in any way ve
avoided.
The two reasons sdvanced by the city for
opening thoe crosging scem t0 be insdequate to offzet
the danger to the pudblic and tze interference of the
track fecilities of the rallroad which would follow.
The roprosentatives of the two industries located on
Broadwey east of thae track testified at the hearinge.
Taile ome 0f them is wdoubtedly put to some incon-
vonience, it cppears that the princivel inconvenience
swffered by the othor is occasioned by the dust walich
arises fron o temporary road between Mein Street and
Proadwey on the east cide cf the railrood's right-of-

waY .

Waile it is possible that. during certain

gseasons of the yoar. there may be congestion at the
Yein Street crossing, the evidence is not convincing
thet 4t ie of sufficient importance to rdquire the
ovening of a new crossing walch would be difficult tTo
protect, and exceedingly dangerous wnless protectq& >

to relieve 1t, eepocially since it appears »robedvle




thet béth this congestion and tho inconvenience suffeor-
ed by the industries east of the treck womld t0 & large
extont be eliminated by the Improvemernt of adjacent
cross streets and the streets leading to other cross—

ingse.

CITY OF =L CINTZRO having aspplied to the Coum-
nission Iox permisslon to construc? Broadwey at grode
over the tracks of Southora Pacific Company,

And & pudblic hearing having beon held and it
appoaring that publlic necessity and oonvenience do not.
at this time require a crossing at Eroasdway,

IT IS EERFEY ORDERED that This spprlication

be, and the same is heredy, deniced.

Dated at San Francigco, California, tais 527;25‘5

dey of Pebrusry, 1917.
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