Decision No.

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMYSSION OF THE
STATZ OF CALIPORNIA.

07?27?7*'051 uo!'sgoaq

In the Mattexr of the Application

of NORTEERN CALIFORNIA TOWZR COMPANTY,
CONSOLIDATED for an order thst ITub-
lic Convenlence and Necessity require
the exercise of Rights and Privileges
under & Franchise granted by the Board
of Supexvisors of Trinity County.

/

Application
No. 2611

e N Vgt St s N P

Allan Pe Matthew, for Northern
Celifornia ..‘?ower COmpa.ny. Con=
- 30lidated.

Yorrison, Tanme & Brobeck, ‘oy
T. I. Brobeck and Herman Z
Phleger, for California-
Oregor. Powexr Co., Protestant.

Y. A. Gootze, Z0r Weaverville
Electric Company

3Y TEE CQMMISSICN.

PINTON

By its amexnded spplicatioxn, Ziled by leave of

the Commission, Northerr Califormis Power Company, Con~
solidated, requests the Reilroad Commission of the State
of Ca.lifornia to meke an order pursusnt to Section 50-B
of the ‘.?u.ﬁi:!;c Utilities Act, that public convenience zund
neceseity require the exercise by spplicant of rights

snd priviloges acouired by it by virtue of a fra.nchise

grented by the Board of Supervisore of Trinity Cowaty %0




E. R. 3ibbon axd by him assigred to applicant.

Public kearings in this proceeding were hold in

Weaverville on December 6th, 1916 and in San Prancisce
or January 1lth and Janusry 16th, 1917, before Examiners
Zncell end Beneroft.
Prom the evidence it appeasre that on the 7tk
dsy of September, 1916. ap ordinsxce wes unenimously
adopted by the Board of Superviszoerzs of Trinity Comnty
graxting to E. R. Gibbom, his successors and assigns,
for the term of 50 years, certain rights and privileges,
including those of erecting poles, stretcking wires and
éther appliances gnd sppurtenences thereom, and meiniain-
ing the same for the purpoge of condueting and transmiti~
tng electricity and eloctric current for power, light,
noat and other necessary end useful purposes along, OVer
and wpon the roads, trails end highways of Trinitj‘County.
The ordinance provides tbat wherever ssid
wires shall cross sny of such roads or highways thoy skall
neve & clearsnce of not less than.éwenty foot, and that the
»ighte and vrivileges granted In seld ordinance shall mot
be exclusive. The ordimsnce also contains a provision
that work shall be commenced by the grantoe under sald
franchise within four monthe f£rom the granting thereof
and shall be completed within three years thoronfter, and if
not so commenced and so completed sald frenchize shall e
2orfeited. On September 8th, 1916, said franckise was
So1d apd sssigned by seid E. R. Gibbon to Northerz California
Power Company.
I+ furtrter sppears that Northern Californis Powex
Company bes been furnishing electric energy in Trinity Cownty




Loxr spproximetely ten years to the Iappin Mine, which is
situated about ome and & half miles from the eastorn

boundary of the county . This mine wes served by 2 2000
volt 'tre.nsmiesion' line running westerly fron ayplicant’s
Washington Sub-gtation in Shasta Comnty. No othor
customers were served by apylicant and no extensions in
Trinity County were made until Septembor,. 1916;

During all this perliod applicant never obtained
e frexnchise from Trinity County, owing to the fact that
ite line did not follow or cross sny public roads or higb-
ways in said Comnty. Sirce obtaining the frenchise sbove
reforred to, oypplicant has replaced its old lize to Yappin
Mine by & new 60,000 wolt line rumning £ll the wey from
Zoswick, Shesta County, o distance of some thirty or forty
niles, and hes extended 1ts lines in Trinity Comnty from
Laprin Mine through Lewiston to Weaverville: it has alsq
ron & line from Lewiston 2o the postoffice near Mirersville.
A1l of this extensiorn in Trinity County was mede without
securing from this Commiasioﬁ & cexrtificate of public
convenlence and necessity.

It further appears that Californie~Oregon Powexr
Company secured a franchise from Trinity County irn January,
1915 and rexn a 60,000 volt transmission line early in tke
sunmer of 1916 acrosc the mountains into the northern pore—
tion of Tripity Comnty and down the Trinity River through
Corville to Trinity Centor, st a gross outlay of spproximate—
1y $90,000. Of this amount the Yukon Gold Dredging Company
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advenced the sum of $25,000.00 which tke power compeny

18 ropeying to it by an sllowance om its bills equel %o
25% of the price of the power furnishod. |

Although there are appioximately'3,ooo,000>‘
scres of land irx Trinity County, 1t was stateld at the
hearing that the county contains less than 3000 acres
of level land; and while there is spperently a field for
powexr development, such development will, Zor the near
future 2t lesst, depend almost emtirely upon mining
operations. According to the testimony of prolestant,
practically the only area in morthoern Trinity Comnty avail-
able for;ezploitation by dredgers lies along the Trinity
River;'which is here bounded on eithex side by precipitoums
mountains.

Trinity Center is some 14 miles north or'Minerg-
ville Tostoffice, the northerrmost point to whick applicant
hes extended its transmission line, and while protestant
does not odject to the extensions which applicant kac actunlly
made thus far, it does object 10 applicant extending 1ts
1ire to ony point north of 40° 50T north latitude, which 1s
about a mile north of the Minersville Postoffice.

Applicant’s line from Tewiston to Minersville
Postof?ice has been comstructed at £ cost of some $20,000,
although the immediate busimess along this route will yie}d
& vory smell revemwe, axnd evidently applicant kzs bullt its
1imo this aistance largely with a view to extending 1t Into
the gold dredging district. The point then ariczes as to
whether applicant cen extend 1t lines further north without
extering territory already served by protestant. The Jatter




i3 at present supplying the Yukon Gold Dredging Compeny with
frox 700 %o 800 E.P. and is zupplying light to the consumers
of Trinity Cezter snd Carville. - 4 survey hac been conpleted
by protestant Lrom Trinity Cexter us fexr south as Minersville,
and portions of the right of wey have beon purchesed; dut
protestant does not intemd to extend its lines any further
south wnless theré groald srise a future demand for elec~
tricity in that direction. It hes installe& at Trinity
Center & sub-station of 600 kilowatt cepacity, and, 2.0coxi-
ing to 1ts testimony, it can sexve territory within a radius
of from five to eight milee of Trinity Center by service leade.
Under thege circumstances, it 4t somewhat difficult
to define juet what territory in northern T;inity County is
at present occupied end served by Californiﬁ-Oregon.?ower
Coxpany. It iz odvious tkat, {in order to serve and occupy
country of this description, 1t would not be necessary 10
ror distridution 1lines z2 clogely as in a well built-up
community, It would certainly not be economical for
California~Oregon Power Compeny to bulld branch lines oX
leads to mining claime whore at present there is no demand
whatever Zor electricity, dat where 1t hopés thet at some

future time o dredger may be installed; and the mere foct

thet 41t has not extended 1ts loads to such points would not

recessarily provert such territory from being adequately
served by protestant, provided that the latter stood roady
and willing o install its lead and serve the property
wndeyr resasonsble end proper termé.

The evidence shows, however, thet California~

Oregon Dower Company has never pade 2n extension in Trinity




Comnty, except when the cost thereof was delrayed

by the consumer.

Oz Mey &, 1916, by Decision No. 3213, this Con~

mission granted to Califorrie~0regon Power Company

8 cortiZicate of public convenilcnce and necessity
covering & portion of orinity Cownty, whick included

the torritory lying south of Trinity Center and nporth
0f 40° 50" north latitude. The present deciszion will
give to Northerﬁ Californie Power Compsxy & certificate
of public convenience end necessity includinp this same
territory: the intention of this Commission being that
,E§£§ ie unoccupied tezritory and that, as both companies
have cowntly franchices covering this district, either
ney build its lines inxovthe came, after which the other
company shell not have the right to omter territory 50°
sorved without firet obtaining fxom this Commission &
further order amthorizing it %o &0 0.

Applicent does not desire %o serve suny territory
west 02 & north omé sowth 1ine dremp. through the center
of the uwmincorporated town 0% Woaverville, nor does 1t
gecire to serve the town of Wbavefyille itsel”?, although
1% will sell oloctricity to the Weaverville Electric
Company, whick, in tuxrz, gorvos said tovWie

we are of the opinion that the application c'hcnz:!.i.‘!
be granted smbject o the conditions and modifications

set forth in the order following this opinion.




NORTHERX CALIFOZNIA POWZR COMRANY, CONSOIIDAQED,
e corvoration, having filed the above entitled appli-
cation and pudblic hesrings having been held upon the
same, axnd the matter being now ready for decision, the
Reilroad Commission hereby declarex that present and
future public convenience and mecessity require the opor-
ation by applicant of it eleétric linez in Zrinity Cotnty
from Leppin Mine through Lewiston to Weaverville and from
Tewigton to the Minersvills postoffice, and the furnish-
ing by it of electric energy to &ll the portion 0f Trinity
County lying east of a north and south line drawn tharouga
the contor of the Town of Weaverville which it will be
practicadle for 4t to serve, ineluding the olectric energy
fumnicked to tho Weaverville Electric Company, bdut exclud-
ing an;fggrvice within the wnincorporated town of Weaver-
ville and excluding service within sny territory now_sexved
by Celifornia~Oregon Power Compeny in Trinity County; aund
the Railrosd Commission hereby declares that public’ conven-
ience and nescecsity recuire thoe exercise within the avove
described territory of the rights and privileges conforrod
wpon E. R. Givbon by the ordinence of the Bosrd of Super-
vigors of Trinmity County adopted Soptomber 7, 1916, walch
rights and privileges were thoreafter assigned by seid
. RB. Gidbon to Northorn Celifornls FPower Cgmpany, Consoli-
deted ent which ordimence is more particularly descrided

in the opinion wkich precedes this oxrder, provided that

Nortrorn Celifornie Power Company, Consolidated shell first

nave filed with the Railroed Commiscsion a stipulation 4wly
suthorized by its Board of Directors, sgroeing for itself,
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its successors and aasigne, that they will nevor ¢laim be-
fore the Rallroad Commission, or any other public authority,
any valune £or the rights and privileges conferred by said
oréinance or franchise in excesc of the actual cost thereof

to 8g2id E. R. Gibbon, which amount shall ve ‘specifled in

seld stivuletion, and Shell have recoived from the-@gilroad
Commissiorn & supplemontsl order reciting that such;stipulaxion
in form satisfactory to the Railrosd Commission has been £iled
horein: end provided Lfurthor thst applicant shall not In the
fature meke any oxtencion into any portion of Trinity County
which may at that time be Sorved by Celifornia-Oregon Power
Company, wiless applicent shell first have obiained an oxder

0f +his Commiszion suthorizing it to make such extoension.

Datod at San Francisco, California, this 5%~<£,aaay

of Marchn, 1917. | %M WM
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Commissioners. ‘




