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B:e:'O?E TEE ?AILROJII COw.aSSIO:tf OF ZIE 

S~ATE: OF CALIFORNIA. 

In the Matter of the Applic!l.tion ) 
of NOR'l8l!RN C:ALIFO:aN,IA. :roWER COMP~ry, ) 
CQ&SOLIDLZED for an order that ~b- ) Appl1c~t1on 
lie Co,Jlven1ence and Nece$sit~ r&qu1r.e ) No. 26ll 
the exere1e& of Rights and Privileges ) 
under a Fl'tt.nchise' gl"tulted. 'by the :Soard ) 
o~ SUpo:rv1S0l"S of Trim ty COWlty.. ) 

Alla:c. P. Matthew. for Northern 
Ce.11fo~a ~wer Company. Con-
solidated.. 

Uorrieon, Dunne & ErobeCkp by 
1!. I. :Brobeck and ReX'mlln :e:. 
~egerp for Csl1for.nia-
Oregon Power Co .... P:!:otestsnt. 

w. A. Goetze, :for Weavervil~e 
Eleetr1e Compan~ 

BY ~ COMMISSIOlt. 

:By 1 ts amended application,. filed by leave of 

the Comm1as1o~ Northern California Power Company. Con-
solidated, reouests the RD1lroad Commission of the stat& .. ' 

of C.e.li~orn1a to mclte an ord~r pursuant to Seetion 50-:8: 
,. 

of the ~~lie Utilities Act. that public convenience end 

neee-seit:; roq,u1re the exercise 'by applicant. of rights. 

and :pr1vil~ges e.cC!,u1red 'by 1 t ~y virtue of a fra:c.eh1se 

greJlted. by the Board o"r Supervisors of ~r1:c.1 ty Count,. to 
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H. R. r;1b'bon and bY' him s,ssigl:.ed: to a.pplicant.. 

Public hearings in this proceeding were hold in 

Weavel"Vi11e- on December 6th, 1910. and in Sen Fre.n~i3eo 

on January llth and Jsnusry 16t~ 1917, before ~ners 

Encelland Bancroft. 
From the ·evidence 1 t a;ppesre th8.t on the 7th 

dar of September. 1916. an ordinance Was ~nim¢uely 
adopted by the Board of Suporvisors of Trinity County 
grsnt1ng to X. R. Gibbon. his successors a:ad sss1gnS. 

for the te~ of 50 years. certain rights and privileges. 

including thoBe of ereeting poles. stretChing wires and 

other spp11aneo$ ~d appurtenances thereo~ snd maintain-

ing the same for the ;purpose of conducting snd trsnsm1tt-

ing electricity and electric current for powerp light, 

heat a.n~ other necessa.l7 and useful. p1U'Poees along~ over 

and upon the roa.ds. trails and highways of Trin1 ty·County. 
~he ord1~c& proVides that wherever s$1d 

wires shall crosa snr of such roads or h1ghways they shall 

:':la.ve a clearance of not less than t'\venty feet, and that t'he 

rights and privileges granted in said ordinance shall not 
be excluaiv&. The ordinance also contains a. provision 

that work shall be cor.m.enced by the g:rs.ntO& under said 

franchise. wi thin foUl' months from the granting thereof 

,and shall. 'be completed wi tlnn three resrs thereafter, and if 

not so commeneed and so completed said franch1ze shall be 

forfeited. On SeptemD~r 8th, 1910, said frsnc~ise was 
sold .and assigned 'by said.. R. R. G1'bbon to Northern CsJ.iforn1a 

Power Compe.ny. 
It further appears that Northern California Power 

Company- has. been fu..."""%lish1Xlg electric e:c.erg~ in ~ri:c.1 ty County 
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for a:pl':I:o~matelY ten '1ea:rs to the Ia:ppin If.ine. which 18 

e1tuatect about one and So half' miles from tho eazte:r:a 

boundar,- of the county. ~l:.is m1l:tc was servec1 by a. .2000 

~olt tr~SC1ssion line ~ng weaterly ~rom app11eant.s 
Ws.sll1ngton Sub-sta.tion in Shasta. County. No other 

customers were 8erve~ by applicant and no extensions in 

~rinity County were made until September~ 1910. 

DUring all this period applicant never obtained 
e. fr~chise from ~rin1ty County, oWing to the tact that 

its ltne did not follow or erose any pub11e roads or high-

ways in sa:1d County. Since ob:ts.1n1ng the franchise above 

referred. to .. :::.:pp.llcsnt has re:pla.ee~ its- old l1%1& to Ls.:pp1n 

Mine by a. new 60.000 volt lino rtUm1ng ell the wail from 

XeSW1~ Sbesta Coun~'1. a distance of some thirty or forty 

mile&,. snd. has &xtended its lines in Tr1n1 ty County :from 

Lappin Mine tllrough LeVd.ston to W'es.verv1l1e; 1 t has slso 

run a line from Zewiston to thepostof!1c8' near M1~ersv1l1e~ 
Allot this extonS1on in Trinity C¢'tU1ty was. mad.e Without 

$e~uring from this Commission $ cert1~1ca.t~ o~ public 

cOl1'V'e-nience and. nec'e-ss1 t1. 

It further appears that Oalifornia-Oregon Power 

Company see-ured: a. franeh1se from, ~rin1 ty County in Je:n."aa'r'$'., 

1915 and. l"an e. 60.000. volt transmis.sion l1ne earll" in the. 

summer of 19l& across the mountains into the northern por-

tion of Trinity County and down the TritJ,i ty Biver through 

CArVille to ~l"1nity Center, at a grose outlay of approx1mste-

ly $90 .. 000. Ot' 'this amotmt the Yukon Goold Dredging Comp~ 

-z-

343 



advSllced the S'l2m of $25.000.00' which the power eompc.n:r . 

is repaying to it by an allowance on its bills eoual to. .. 
25% of the :price of the power furn1she~. 

Although thore a:'e approXimatel:r 3.000',,000; 

aere e of land in Trini ty County. it was ete.tee. a.t the-, 

he&rillg ths.t the CO'tllltr conta.'ins less than 3000 acres 

ot level land; and. wh11~ ,there is a:ppal'entlr So f1eld tor 

power development., such development Will, for the ne$%' 

futura'~t least, depend almost ent1re11 upon mining 

operations. Accord.ing to the testimony of protestant, 

yract1eallr the only area in northorn ~l'inity County avail-

able forexplo1tation by dredgers lies along the Trinity 

Eiver~ ,which 1$ h~re bounded. on either side br precipitous 

mo'Qlt'te,1ns. 
Trin1ty Center is some l4 m11~s north of Mi~el"S­

ville ?ostoffie&, the northernmost point to which a.pplicnnt 

has extended its transaission line, end while :proteet,a.."'~ 

does not ob:eet to the e~ensions wr~eh applicant has aetuslly 

made thus far, it does object to a.~plicsnt extending its . 
line to any point north of 400 SOw. north latitude, which is 
about e. mile north of the Minersville Postoff1ce. 

Applicant's line from Lewiston to M1neraVille 

~ostotf1ce has been constructe~ at a cost of some $20.000, 

sl though the immed1a t~ business .P!f.long th1s rout.e "Nill y1e~d. 

8. very smsll revenue, and eVidently applicant 'lu;.s bu11 tits 

line thi$ distance lsrgely with a view to e~ending it into 

the gold. dred.ging d..istrie:t. The point then arises as to' 

Whether a~p11eant cen extond its lines further north witho~t 

entering territory ~lresdy served by ~roteztant. ~he ~ttel" 
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is at present sUPlllying the Yukon Gold :Dredging Company wi t.h 

from 700 to 800 R.P. and is 3ul'pl:yoing light to the eons'Jl:tors 

of Trinity Center and C:..rville. . A survel" ~$ been eom;Pl~ted 
by protest~t froa ~r1nity Ce~ter as fer south as M1nersville~ 

and portions of the right of way have boon purchased; but 

~rotestant does not intend to extend its lines Sn1 further 
south unless there eto~d arise a future demand for elee-

tr1eit,. in that direet.ion. It has 1nsta.lled a.t ~ri~1t:r 

Center a. SUb-station of 000 kilowatt ca;pe.cit:r~ o.nd,. accord-

ing to 1'ts testimony, it can serve territorY within a radius 

o! from five to eight milee of Trinity Center b7 service lead~. 

Under these c1rctzm8te.nces.~ it 1$ 30mewhe.t di:f'fieul t 

to define just what territory in northern ~rin1ty County 18 

at ~resent occupied end served by California-Oregon Power 
CompOllY- It 1$ obvious that ... in ordor to serve and oceup:y 

countrY of this description, 1t would not be necessary to 

run distribution lines as closely aa.in a well built-up 

eommun1t,.~ It would certainly ~ot be eeonom1cal for 
CeliforAia-Oregon Power Company to build branch lines or 

leads to mining claims whore at present tnere is no demand 

whatever for eleetri~itY~ but where it hopes that at some 

fut~e time a dredger ~,1 be installed; and the mere feet 
that it has not extended its leads to such points would not 

nee6s3a1"1l1 p:'Gvent s·l.ch terri tory from being adequately 

$6rve~ b7 proteetant~ provided that the latter stood roady 

and Willing ~o install its lead and serve th~ prope~ 

'Ollder reasonable e,nd :pl'ol'er terms. 
~he evidence shows, however~ that Cali!orn1a-

Oregon ~ower Company has never m$de en e~ensio~ in Trin1t7 
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County, except When the cost thereof was defrayed 

by the consumer. 
On WlAY e, 1916, ·cy Decision No. 3313, this Com-

.' 

~eSion granted to California-Oregon Power Comp~ 

a certi~icate of public convenience and necessity 

coveri:cg a. portion of Trinity County, Vf.o.1ch included 

the territory lying south of ~rin1ty Center snd north 

of 400 50' north latitude. The present decision will 

give to Northern California Power Compsnr a certificate 

of public convenience snd necessity includi~ this same 

territory; the intention ot th1S Commission beiXlg that 

th1~. __ i,~_uno_c.c:o.p.i_e_d.-teu.i~_o!..y e.:nd. the.t, as both companies 
'. , .•.. --r.' .• , ,"' ' .• _._ .• ".~ .. _.~ •. ,.._, .... _~ ,_" . '.,. ,oJ 

have county f:ra:lc)Uee& covering thiS district, ei the:!!' 

may build its lines into the e$me, after which the other 

comp~ shall not have the right to ent~r terr1tor:r so" 

served ~thout first obtaining from this Commission a /' 

further order autho~zing it to do eo. 
Applicant does not deSire to serve any territory 

west o! e. north :lIla. south line drawn through the center 

of the unincorporato~ town of Weavorville, nor does it 

dezire to zerve the town of Wee.ver!iUe itsel:f', sltho'tlgh 

it Will sell electricit1 to the Weaverville ElectriC 

Company, which, in turn, serves said town. 
We eze of the opinion that the a.pplica.tion s'b.o1lld 

be granted subject to the condition~ and ~oditications 

set forth in the order following th1s op1n1on. 
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ORDER. 

NOR~l?.N CALIFO?-~IA ~OWEE CO:z.>Al.'Y, CO!~SOLr.oATED, 

a corporation, having f1le~ the above entitled app11-

cation and publiC hearings having b~en held upon the 

same, and the matter being :OW ready for decision, the 

Railroad Commission hereby declares that present and 

tuture public convenience and necessity reouire the o~~-... .. 
ationby applicant of its electric line~ in ~1nity Co~ty 

from Lappin l1ine thro-agh Lewiston to Weaverville and from 

LeWiston to the W~ersvills postoffice, and the furnish-

ing by it of electric energy to sllthe portion of ~in1ty 

Co-anty l:n,:c.g east of a north and. south line dra.wn through 

the c~ntor of the ~own of Weaverville which it Will be 

practicable for it to serve, including the electric energy 

tu=niehed to tho Weaverville Electric Co~p~, but exclud-
oMe.r ing an1Aservice within the unincorporated town of ~eaver-

Ville and excluding service within any territory ~~~~~~ 

"oy California-Oregon Power Comp~ in ~rin1 tl" County; and 

tbe Railroad CO~$sion hereby declarea that ~ublic'conven-.. 
ience and necessity re~uire the exercise Within the above 

deecr1bed territory of the rights and privileges con~erred 

upon E:. :R. Gibbon bY' the ordinance of the :Soard. of Super-

visors of ~r1ni ty CO'tUltY' adoptod Se:ptom"oer 7, 1916, winch 

rights an~ ~rivileges ~ere thereafter assigned bY' said 

R. R. Gibbon to Northern Cal1~orn1a Power Compsn1, Conso11-, 

d&ted en~ wAich ord1nsnce is more particUlarly described 

in the opinion vf.c1ch precodes thie ordor, :provid.ed th$.t 

Northern Celiiorn1a Power Comp~, ConSOlidated shall first 

have filed With the Railroad Comm1e$io~ a stipulation dUly 

authorized by its Board of Directors, agroeing for itself, 
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its suooessors and assigns, that they will DeVer claim be-
~ore the Aailroad Commission, or any other publiC authority, 

any value for the rights and privileges conferred by said 

ordinance or franchise in oxoess of the aotual cost thereof 

to seoid:S:. R. G-i'bbon, which amount shall 'be 'spec i:f':ted in 
said st:tpul~tion, and shell have reooived from tho As1lrosd 

" -
Commission a-supplemental order reciting that such stipUlation 

in form s~tisfactory to the Railroad Co~ssion has been filed 

herein; and provided furthor that applicant shell not 1n tho 
future make any oxtension into a:tl'3' portion o~ Trini t,. CO'llllt:v 

whioh ~y at that time be served by California-Orego~ Power 
Cot:p~, unless a!)plicsnt shell first have obta.ined 'an order 

of this Co~s$ion authorizing it to =ake suoh extension. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 3~ day 

of March, 1917. 

...-,,' 
, "",. '. " 

cF~ (j) R~-~ ': 
-Jm~£-4/~ 

Commissi o:c.ers.' , 
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