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Decision No. _____ • 

:BEFORE THE WLROA!> COMMISSION OF T'HE 

STA~ OF CALIFO?.NIA.. 

r 
v. 

) 
} 
) 
) 

c:s.se No. 955. 

Pacific Gas ana Electric 
C:om:pa.~,. a. cOX'Pora.t10n,. 

De-fondant. 

~ 
) 
) 
) 

J. L. Beerman 1n propria. persona.. 
1.. D. de-Fremcry and R. W. Deuteh 
for Pacific Gas and Electric Com-
PSXlJ· 

BY THE COMMISSION. 

OPINION 
~-- ............... 

Compla1nant herein alleges that on the twen-

ty-eighth day of April,. 190-S,. he :paid £I, eash deposit 

of five ($S.} dollars. to the defendant corporation, 
-

tho depos1 t be-ing reqUired by the coD:pany as s. eo:c.d.1-

l. 

I, .. / 

:z o 
~-. 
~ 
~ 

j~ 
1 



tion precedont to tho installation or a motor at ~901 

W~bster street. San Francisco. and the serving of 

those precises With gas. Complainant further alloges 

tbat the premses'wer~ vacat()(!' on ~rovomber 15,. 1915,. 

at which time ~emand was made upon ~c~ondant ~or the 

return of the deposit ana interest thereupon and that 

tl:.e Cle:t'ond.&lt refused. to roturn the deposit. C,om-

:ple.i::l8llt prays that this COmmission order the detond-

ant to return the deposit as atoresaid. 

:Defendant in i te a.::lswer denies, the pa.yment 

of tho depcsit a.nd. alleges that a. complete record. of' 

such del'oei ts- was ko:pt by tho cOl:.pa~ duing the year 

19'08 and subsequent theroto,. and that the ss,id roc-

ords dO' not disclose payment ot s~ sum by the cc~-

plainant to defendant. 

~$ a separato dofense deteniant cla.ims that 

compl.:l.1:aa.nt i8 indebted: .to detendant in the Still of 

?our and 85/100 ($4.85) Dollars fo:: gas and. Ono aDd. . ' 

85/100 ($1.85) ~ollnre for electricity furniohod~ 

which fact is a.~itted by eom:pla~t. 

A public hearing wa.s held. in this matter a.t 

San Francisco b-efor~ Exa::liner Encoll,. at which time 

compla.ine.nt of:rored. evidence. positive in its. cha.r-

a.cter,. to the e:;fect that he he.d pa,id such So depcsit 

~o tb.e comp~. Ota.er wi tncsze'5 testified. in AilS; 'be-

ha.lf tbs.t the:r h!l.d. see=. the r&co1pt givon bY' ~he d.o-

fend.ant for the depos1 t. Aga.1n3t this te3t1mo~ the-

d&!endant produeed its books. and re-cords,. wh1eh show-
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ed no record of a. deposit having been raeoi'7ed from 

Mr. :Bec.rme.n and it wn.s urged the. t if a d~pos it had 

been re~uirod it would appear in tAe' roeords~ and it 

wag further urged. that it was poss1,ble- that Ur. Beer-

men,. having boon ~ :s>revious consumer of the eom:paJ:lY 

at another location,. had :lot been required to make s. 

deposit,. 

From tho evidence- he=e1n .. we conclude: that 

t".c.e deposit was me.de s.:ld that Mr. :5e&r1:l8.n is ent1tled 

to a. return of, the balance due, him.. It has been eo. 

rule of t!lO eOlll:pe.~ duri:lg the :past that interest 

would be paid a.t the rate of fivo POl." cent. per ann'Cm 

on all de:pos1ta a:cr1:o.g-- the time that tho:y were: held. and. 

the eone~or cont~ued to take service. It WOUld,. 

there-fo-re.. appear on N'ove::lber 15,. 1915.. tJla,t th~ amo'Cllt 

due lfl.I'. Bee-rman on tho dc-posit we.s Six and '89/100 

($6.89) Dollars'. It a.ppears, however. as noted a.bovo-. 

that the compls.inaJ'lt ie. indebted. to the de~endant 1n: .. 

tho oum of $4.85 tor g~e ~ $1.85 for oloetr1eit~ 

tur:o.1shed. 

z.b.e del'oe1 t was made .. aeeo:'ding to the test1-

:nony'. for ge.z service- onl:y and it does not appear that 

it me ::ado to guarantee- payment! or olectric sorvice-. 

the COIllpa~ cannot legallY' a.pply- such d01'Oa.1t to tho 

li~u1dtl.t1on of an electric. bill. iie- bo-11evc,. however .. 

in this 1nctnnc&, a.s the electriC bill is ad.c1tted. b~ 

the complainant, Y'ot apparently pa.:yment hae beon held 

U'l> pending the outcome of this proceeding,. that it 

W'ould be ras.sone.ble t.o cled.uct tho amo'tUlt of the ele-e-
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t:rie b11~ from the total de:po~i t due in settling tho . 
account, and that. therefore, the Paci~ic Gas and Elec-

tric Compa.,ny should par to Mr. :aeorman tho st:m of nine-

te-en (19¢,J cente a.s balance due tho consumer upon de-
pcr annum . -., 

posit with intorozt a:t six (6%} per cont./f:roc. Deeotlber 
the ef~ect1vo'd~te of the order in Caso No. 683, 
1" 19l5,;/to a.a:te, making a total of 'tW'enty (201) cents. 

ORDER _ .... ----- .... 

Mr. J. L. :Beorman hav1ng complained to thie. 

Commission that he had made a deposit for gas service 

With ~acific GaB aDd Electric Company, a corporation" 

n.nd. that the Pac1Z'ie Gas ani Electric Company, a cor-

poration, had refUsed to return the deposit upon the 

vaeation of t~e premlses, 

And a. public hearing having been held., a.nd. 

it a.ppearing from the ev1de'nce: introQ.uced that Mr. 

Be~an is' entitled to a roturn of the balance of his 

deposi'C still d.ue, amounting to "tWenty (20~) cents'. 

IT IS EERZEY O?DEPJ:!P that Wi thin twenty 

C20} ~s ~rom the date o~ this order Pacific Gas snd 

Electric Compa.ny, a. corporation, s::aa.J.~ roturn "tiO Mr. 

J. L. Bc~rmsn the sum o~ twonty (20¥) conte as ~inal 

pa:ytlent of balance d.ue upon de-poe1 t hold. 'by ea.1Cl com-

pe..uy. 

day of 


