"CRe
Decision No.

EEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THEE
STATE 0F CALIFORNIA.

» “'7’7‘17'70:;1 uoBo3E, .

Jo L. Beerman,

Case FNo. 955.

Ve

Pacific Gas a.nd Electric
Company, a corporation,

Defeniant.

Je Lo Boermen in propriz persona.
L. D. deFfremery and Z. W. Deutch
for Pacific Gas arnd Electric Com-

pany.

BY THE COMMISSION.

CPINIOX

Complednsnt horein alleges that on the twen-
ty-eighth day of April, L1908, he paid & cosh deposit
of five ($5.) dollare to the defendant corporation,

the deposit being required by the company as a condi~




tion precedent to the installation of & metor at 1901

Webster Stroet, Sen Francisco, and the serving of
those premises with gas. Complairnant further alleges
that the premises'were vacated on November 15, 1915,
at which Time demand was made upon derendsnt Zor the
returz of the deposit and inTerest theroupon and that
the defendant refused to rctﬁrn the deposit. Con~
plainert prays that this Commission order the defond~
aat to roturn the deposit 2s aforesaid.

Dalendant in its answer denies the payment
of the depocit and alleges that o complete racord of
such devosits was kept by the coxmpany during tke year
1908 and subgequent theroto, and that the said roc~-
ords do not disclose paynent of axzy sum by the dom—
plainant to defendant.

A3 & separate defense defenlant claims that
complainant 1s dindebted to defondant in t'he suwe of
Four and 85/100 ($4.85) ‘Dollars Zor gas snd One and
85/100 ‘( $1.85) Dollars for electricity Dfurnisked,
which fact is adnitted by complainant.

L public hearing was held in this mattor at
Sen Franciseo before Exeminer Zncoll, st whick time
coxplainant offorod evidence, posgsitive in itz char-
acter, to the offoct that he hed paid such & doposit
to the company. Otaor witnesces testified in ais be-
helf that they had seex the receoiyt given by the de~
fondant for the deposit. Agalnst this testinony the

defendant produced ites bookzs end recoxds, which show-




ed 20 record of a depocit having beczn recoived froz
Mr. Becrmen and it was urgécl that 1f & depresit had
beex roquired it would sppesr in tae records, and it
wae furtaer urged that it was possible that Mr. Beeor-
man, Laving been & previéus consumer of the company
at another location, had 2ot been required to maske 2
deposit.

From the evidence herein, we conclude that
the devosit was made and that Ir. Beerman is entitled
to & return of the balance due hiz. It has boon a
role of the company during the past that interest
would be paid at the rate of five per cont. peor annum
on alJ: Gepozites during the time that they were held and
tee consumer coﬁtin.ued to take service. It would,
therefore, appear on November 15, 1915, that the amount
due Mr. Boermen on the deposit was Six and 89/100
(86.89) Dollars. It appoars, however, as noted 2bove,
that the complainant is. indebted to the defendsnt in,
the sum of $4.85 for gas and §1.85 for electricity
furnishad.

The depcecit was made, according to the testi-
nony, for ges service oxly and it does not appear that
1t s mede to guarantee payment Zor olectric service.
The company <cannot legally apply such dowsit to the

liguidation of an electric bill. Ve believe, however,

in teois incstance, as the electric bill is admitted by

the complairant, yet apparently poyment hag beon held

wp pending the omtcome of thie proceeding, that 1t

wounld be reasonable 4o deduct the amomnt of the elec—




tric pill Lrox the total deposit due iz settling the
accownt, and that, 'cherefo're. the Pacitic Gas and Elec~-
tric Company shouwld pay to Mr. Beorman the sum of nine-
teen (19¢) cents ag valence due the consumer upon do-
per smaum - -

posit with interest at six (6%} per cent./from Decombder
the effectivo date of the order irn Caso No. 683,

1, 1915,/t0 date, meking a total of twenty (20¢) ceatse

Mr. J. L. Boorman haviag complained to thiz
Coxmission that he had made s deposit for gas service
with Pacific Gas and Electric Company, & ‘corporation,
ond that the Paci¥ic Gas ani Electiric Company, a cor-
poration, had refused to return the deposit wpon the
vacation of the premises,

And 2 public nearing having bdeen held, and
‘1% appearing from the evidence introduced that Mr.
Beerman iz entitled to a roturn of the balance of his
deposit still due, amownting to twenty (20¢) cents,

IT IS EEZRERBY ORDERED that within twenty
(20) days from the date oY this oxder Pacific Gas and
Zlectric Coumpany, & corporstion, shall roturn To Mr.
J. L. Boormen the sum of twonty (20¢) cents ss L
paymeat of balance due upon depocit held by sald com-
Pony.

- Ap—

Dated at San Francisco, Call i’ornig.,;: ‘t:h:.sﬂ

~

day of




