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BY THE COMMISSICKN.

Tis iz & complaint brought by J. E. Freach
under The provisions of Section 25, paragraph "d™ of
the Public Ttilities Lct, alleging that the Northwest—
exn Pacific Railroad Compeny has refuséd t0 construct

2 spur track loeding £rom ftc main line at & point in




the Northwest Quarter (NWl/4) of Section Eight (8),
mownskip Two (2) South, Range Four (4) East,Bumboldt.
Bage and Meridlan, to serve the caplainant; thet the
construction of sald spur track is reasonebly practic~
able and cgn be imstalled and thereafter uged without
paterfally increasing the nazard of operation ¢f the
railrosd: and thst the business waich may reasonsbly

be expected T0 be received over said spur 'ﬁrack is
sufliclont to Justify the expense of the desiredin~
stellation. ‘

To Northwegtern Pacific Reilrosd Company f£1l-
ed its answer donying the material allegations of the
complaint end 2lleging that estadlishod station facili-
ties et its station of Eel Rock were more acceseible
end convenient for the use ¢f shipverc than the provos-

ed spur track would de, due to the fact that there are

no wagon roadz leading to or from the proposed loca~

tiox.

A public hearing was held at Eel Rock on Jam~
uary 24, 1917, defore Examiner Encell, the matter was
subnitted and is now ready for decision.

The poiat at which the proposed spur track
is dosired is situated botween the stations of Eel
Rock and Sequols, between Ilile Posts 227 axnd 228, at
spproximately Engineer’s Stationm 5250. XNo wagon road
exists to either station and the oxpense 0f copstruct~
ing smiteble roads would be prokibditive, dunoe o mouwn=

tain ridges and deep gulches. The only means of ac-




cess from the complairant’s property to Eel Rock sta=-
tiom 1s vis Tho tracks and right-of-way of the FNorth-
westorn Pacific Railroa& but such acceseg is not avail-
able for the teaming o¥ shipments ag two tumnels are
Located between these points. The land o the complain-
ant ig situated on the south bank of the Eel River.
The right-of-way of the Northwestera Xacitic 2ailresd
is accesgible T0 owners of land oz the north side of
the river by fording the Eel iz the low water periocd
and by btoats in the season of high water and thence by
rassing over the land of complainunte.

A number of witnesces residing oo the north
side of Eel River testified as to thelr desire foé a
spur track and shipping point adjécent to the complain-
ent's vroperty and as to the inconvenionce and extrz
expense necessary o naul saipments to Eol Rock Sta-
tion or to the station of Fort Sewsrd. There is mo
roed existing at tho present time enabling shipments
to be 2muled To Tel Rock Station and access To the .
Fort Sewerd Station, ﬁhidh is » more distant point,
is vie the BIOcksEnrg Xoad, & route waich ut present
1s i{mpossidle 02 mse to the complainant and to others
located in close proximity to aim.

Some three years sgo tae residents of tao
. soction to0 be served by tho proposed spur finonced a
survey for a proposed wagon rosd, theléame comrencing
at a point on the couwnty rosd known gs the Laralee

Creek Recad end ruaning Ia a.generdl southwostorly i~
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rection, Lollowing the comtour of the comtry, to a
roirnt on the north bank of the Eel River opposite the
laxd of the complainant in this case. Somo work has
beexn done by The residents on the comstruction of thie
road, sbout one mile being available for use throwgh
the property of George W. Curless. It aprearcs that if
& spur track is installed the ontire road womld be con=-
structed to gain access to the proposed shipping point,
the residents and landowners offering to undertake its
congtruction, provided they bad assurance that o ship-
ping point wounld be avallable when the roed was com=
pleted.

The proposed road would éer'v.'e a8 an outlet

for all tomnesge from Larabee Creek to the site of the
proposed spur, thereby providiang sn outlet for all
shipments originating on the larabee Creel slope and

' the north clope of .the Eel River. This road would
have o length of approximately seven miles. The dis-
tance %o Eort Seward Station from the point of sinter-
section of the proposed road with the cownty rosd is
approxinately thirteen miles. Considering the rough-
nesg of the comntry and the heavy grades o:l‘ ‘these
mowntain roads, the saving in mileage is a material
foctor vwhich cexmnot be disrogarded in this case.

The produets aveilable for shipment, provided

the gpur Lz inestalled and the rond heretofore mentioned

I1s consiructed, ere principelly those of the forest suck

as hardwood logs, tan bark, cship and boat kuees, cord




wood, stave bolts, £ir piling, logs and ton oak. There
1s & small amownt of grain rafsed and if facilitios ex-
sted for convenient shipment without tho necessity fc;r
an wareasomadle wagon henl more acreage wouwld be plant-
ed to grein. The Zollowing amomats of products were

stated to be availeble for shirpment.

Tan  Stave  Dire Eardware
Eaxk BoLlt Vi 00 Loge Pil~-

fcords) (cords) (coxds) (carloads) Ing

J. E. French

(zow ready) 175 2200 . 400 12 %o 15 5000 o
G. W. Curloss 600 7000

Tolbert Curless 700

Chgrlo%n Martin 1150 |

and mother . 3,000,000
E. 4. Herzen - 80 to 100 _ +000,

Z. J. Homter 60 to 100 Sov ot1e

: , lion feet.
E. I. Campbell 500 2,300‘3000
E. X. Iutze 50 2,000,000

Mr. . L. G1llogly, o witness for the defend~

ant, Testifled asm to other mothods of access to Fel
Rock Station, suck requwiring, however, the construction:
of roads to make same available. Ho also tostified as
to the poseibility of constructing & road from the proip-
erty of the compleinsnt to s poirt on the defondant’s
line of railroad lmown as MeKoe's, ﬁhére- & spur track
wag formerly fnstalled Lox the hondling of timber pro-
ducts. The comstruction of suck rosd %o the defond~ -
ant’s line of railrosd would, however, imeretse the ax-
venze of the-roed construction roquired of - procpective
chippers oo the north side of Teol River. Othor witness—

o8 wWho testified in behal? of the defendant, Northwestern




Pacific Railrocd Company, resided on the south side
02 Tel River and were adeguately served by the sta-
tion of Zel Rock end had no knowledgé of the require-
ments 0f shippers on the northorly s=ide of Eel R:Lver.
one witness not hoving been iz that locality Lor come
wwelve yeers. Ko material evidence was precented as
to increased hazard of oneration were & spuxr treck to
be instelled at the location desired.

ARter caroful consideration of all the evi~
dence iz this cace, we are of the opinion and f£ind ag
o fact that the compleinant end other proepeétive
ghippers noxrtea, ¢f Eel River are entitled to a shipping
poﬁt at the location roquested, provided, however,
that the congtruction of the p:-.o,pos'c.;d road fron a con~-
noction with the county road xanown as the "lerabee
Creelt Road™ to & proint or the north dbank of the Zel
River o;ppoé.’x.te. the propexty of the complainant shall
firet be completed by the prospective shippers and &
right-of-way from the south bank of Zel River to the
propocsed. spur be graated by the complainsnte

Complaint having been made 2s 10 the refusal

- 0f the Northwestern Pacific Reilroad Company to0 install

& spur track for the accommodation of freight zhippers

at & voint on its line between the stations of Eel Rock




2nd Sequois (botween mile pogte 227 e.n&. 228, approximate-
1y at Bogineer’s Station 5250).

And & public hearing having been held and the
zatter duly submitted, and the Commission being fully
edvised in the promizec and basing itc order on the

Tindings of fact in the foregoing opinion,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Northwestern

Pacific Reilroad Company iastall and heresfter main—
tein wntil the Zfurther order of this Commission a
spur track for the accommodation of freight shippers
at & point between mile posts 227 and 228 at approx-
izately Engineer's Stationm 5250 and between the sta=
tions of Fel Rock and Sequois, provided that prior to
the installation of such spur track and wi‘thin six
nonths from the date of this order, & wagon road shall
kave been cometructed from s point on the county road
knowz 23 the "Larabee Creok Roed™ in a generally
écmhwe-ste:ly direction, Zollowing the contour of the
comatry, to a point on the znorth dank of the Eel River
approximatoly opposite the land 02 J. E. French, iz
Section Eignt (8), Towaship Two (2) South, Renge Tour
(4) Eact Humboldt Base and Moridien, and thet & right
of way for s wagon road shall be granted and method of
access provided through the property of J. H. f’rencb.
from the south bamk of the Bel River to the site of
the aroreseid spur track.

The Commission resexrves the right t0 meke

guch other axnd further ordors with respect to this met-




tor as in its judgment may appear meet and proper in

the prexises.

Dated at San Francisco, Celifornis, this / éZl(
day of March, 1917.

Cormissioners =




