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In the matter of the sapwlication
of CORMTE MADERA WATER CCLIPANY <o Application No. 2751.
estabhlish rates.

A. Wilgon for applicant.
an J. Mezzo for Town of Corte Maders.
L.

De
Jo
= Doherty in propris versona.

BY TEZ COMMISSION:

A public hearing was conduétea et Corte
Medera by Myron Westover, Examiner, on February 20, 1917,
in above epplicetion to establish rates for domestic water. served
to inhabitants of Corte Maders, Larkspur sud viecinity, in

¥erin Coumnty.

The sysiem 18 operated by ®. 4. Tilson

urder the neme of Corte Madora Water Company &and nas 135
services, 67 of wnich are metered, but many oF whlich are
insctive. lMr. Wilson owas +the mumps aend motors, avdout
3100 feet of vipe, with & number of services and weters.

| The westerly vortion of the sgystem Jy-
ing on the kigh wooded ridge west of tho station, on which
are about 51 services, is owne&k by E. L. Doherty. Tor it ilr.
wilson pays rental at the rate of LB0 per year. That part

0f tuo systex om the level ground easterly of the Northwesterrn




Pecific¢ Raillroad is owned by G. G. Vickerson. For +this
Mr. Wilson pays & rontal of $30 yer year. The pipe loai-
ing from wnat is xmown a5 the Bradbury well at Larkspur

to Lir. Wilson®s tanks at Corte Ladera delongs o 3rabbury

Estate Investment Company, snd is used princiyrelly for an

oxtre supply of water Iin thoe summer ¥time. ¥For tho use of
vae well and tramsmission line Mr. Wileson psys & rental of
$31 vor month.

The main supply of water throughout tae
year Lz obtalined from well belonging to A. W. Iarsen who
aleo owne and operstes a distributing system. In revurzn
for the wse of the Lerser well, Mr. Wilson pumpe water Lox
consumers on the Larsen systenm.

Toe 4 inca wrought iron pire line about
2800 Loet long conmecting the Vickerson syctem 6834 of the
traclkes wi<h ten fire hydrsnts in the dbusiness wvart of Corte
Malers belong vo the Tovm of Corte Maders &8 successor in
interest of the Corte llulers Fire District which was &is=-
solved a%t ebout the time the town was incorporsted ir June,
1915.

Tac towm owns ¢ll of the 29 fire aydrsnte

a
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The gystem opcrated by lir. Wilson. Thoy were instaile&
Tho pressure at these hydranis ranges
ounds to 170 nounds per sguare inch owing to topogra~
Q¢ location of tanks at various points on the nills.
L pressure Lz sbout uniform over the flat grownd where
vion of the town iz located. The tomm's
nive has heretofore beon snd ig now being used dy Mr. wilson
in return for free Lire cervice rendered by ¥Mr. Tilsom.

However, ne has parallelod most of the town pipe with his
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ovm mains and con use nis mains for fire servico to seven
ayérants.

Tne »umplrg plant comsigie of four small »muwupe
and fouvr motors with a comvined capacity of eight korsepower.
Water 1s pumped to five tanxs velonging to ilr. Dokerty, loca~
ted 2t various points and elevations on the ridge. Some of the
weter ig relasyed by puaps two or three times tTo the various
elevations, especlalily in the suamer.

Yr. Wilson overates all of the systom above de-
gerived and aas installied service connecvions on all paris
of it a5 well as upon that porvion of the system in walich maeine
are owned oy him.

In addition t0 services upon the Corte Madera
system gvove describved, the Chapman Water Company has on its
system about 120 services and the iMarin Municipal Water Dis-
trict has ebout 10 services on its transmission lines, which

pass through Corte Madersa.

The particular reason for asking tae establisk-

nent of new rates is that the Commission msy comsider what rate
should ve charged for fire service in view of the fact tzaat the
town owns The hydrants, and tzat part ¢f the mains were installed
o7 the fire district at & cost of $1940.86 for mains and hydrants
on tiae Wilson system. The transient character of & very large
part of the summer poyulation must alse be considered. At the
nearing Ilr. Dokzerty asnnounced that he intended to soon begin
operating his vart of the system, as he i3 now oversting a

wator utility at San Anselmo, & few miles from Corte Maders.

Ee wproposes to way lir. Wilson for services end extepsions in-
stalled by him. Attention must therefore be given to.conditions
as they will exist after the Doherty vroperty is severed. All
poerties expressed a willingness U0 use gporoximately the rates

caarged By Nerin Municinal Tater District. The rates f£ixed
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in vhe order approximate the lierin rates.

0L the above items of exporse tho rental of
331.00 per month paid to the Eradbury Estate Invesiment Conm-
pany under contract counstitutes o severe straln on the reype-~
2ue3 of the system end vlaces an wadue durden on the consumers,
especially ae no charge has heretofore been mede for water
served 10 tke 3radbury residence and grounds, two cotiages,
o stable, dbutchrer skov and public varx at Corte Naders.
The contract regulres such wator %o he furnisked, 10t excecl~
ing, hbwever, the paximum limit of 200,000 gallons per montk.
All water served from the system should be collected for at
reguler rates withouv discrimination. |

The Cormission's engineers ostimate thet &

feir return'to the Zraddury Estate Investmeﬁt Compeny upon
its ecztimated Iinvestment in the propverty used by Ir. Wilson
woulLd be sbout &lé per woath and this suw 12 being wllowed
iz tae devermination oI rates herein.

The fluctustion in gross revenue betweer win-

ter end surmer wien meny additional services are used by tze

transient summer vovulation, is skown by the records oi the
smallest and largest numbers served during 1916.
On %the Dokerity part of +the system 34 were
served in Januvary and 45 were cerved in July. On the remsainder
0L the system 206 were served in Jenwary and 44 were served Iin
June. CThe average nwmber wnaying water bills on the system
exclusive of the Dohertiy progcerty was in June, July, August
and September 42, and during the othor months of the year 1916, 29.
We nave attempted 0 so arrange the minimun char~

gee taat those who are consumers during all or most of the year




A charge
may ey the Same mimimum monthly/while those who are

summey visitore will be regquired to desr taelr proper
share of the burden in the shape of & ready to serve
chargé.

Mr. Milo Z. Brinkley. oﬁe of the Com=-
migsion’s sssistant hydraulic engineer’s, estimates Mr.
Tilson's investment, exclusive of improvements laegtalled
by him on tke Doherty system, waich Mr. Doherty exvecis
to purchase end pay for, at the sum of £1820.

The rates f£ixed in tho order it is esti-
mated will provide for suiteble maintexance, opersation,

deprecistion and o fair return on the adove invesiment.

¥. A. TILSON nauving applied to the Cone-
mission in the name of Corte Madera Water Company for an
order establishing Just and reasonable rates for water
served to the residents of Cofte;Mﬁdera, Lerkspur and vi-
cinity in Merin County, &nd a public kearing baving been
neld therecn and the matter having been submitted to tke
Cbmmission Tor determination,

ID IS AEREZY FOUND AS A FACT by the Rall-

road Commission of tae State of Californis that the rates

of saié applicent, in o far as they Giffer Lrom the rates

nerein found to ve reasonadle, sre unressonadle and winet
and tret the rates hereinafter set out are hereby found to
be just and reasonable rates azd vasing its order on theo
Soregoing findings of fact ond wpon the fuxtaer £ind50gs of

fact set out in the opinion precelding thie oxder,




I IS HZERTERY CEDERED by the Relilroad Commission

of the State of Californis thet said F. 4. Tilson, op-
erating a »pudblic water utility under the name of Corte
Madere Tever Company, be und he L9 rerodby &irected +to es
tablish and {ile with. this Commigsior witkin 20 days from
vae date of this order the following schedule of rates
for water served to the inhabitants of Corte MNedera,
Zarxepur and vicinity in Mariz County, é@i& sckedule to

be effective uwpon filing.

wontaly Meter Aantoz.

280 cu. ft. or less

nexv 220 cu. f4. per 100 cu. £t.
next 50C cuw. £t. »or 100 cuw. ILt.
uge above 1000 cu. Lt. per 100 cu.

Wontkly minimun charge $L.00

Monthly Flat Zates.

RPire Servico

Montrly cnarse for service through 20 hvdrantu
or less $22.30
For gervice th:ougn eacz addivionsl
hydrant instelled .50
Unon beginning service Vo sny premises, or
upon resuming seorvice aflter discantinuance of service
or monthly payment of bill for any period, & charge of
£5.00 will bo collectod 4in advance %o cover tko monthly
minizwe charge for the following five months or any frac~

tion thereof.

Dated at Sen Francisco, Cal&fora;a, this

day of Msarech, 1917. /?%
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