CR.
' Decision No.

BEFORE THE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF TEES
STATE OF CALIFQRNIA. -

EHenxry J. Gremenger,
| | Complainant,

Ve ‘ Cace No. 994.

. The Diamond Ridge Ditches,

Defendsant.

Williem F. Bray for complainant.
T. G. Patton for defendant

BY TEE COOLISSION.

.'Uihis ie o complaint by Eenry J. Gromenger, of
Hank's Excha.ngé-, zoer Flacorville, El Doradoe Cownty,
againet The Dismond Ridge Ditches, alleging that the
defendant reuses to conduet water through & certain

ditch and to suppiy complainant and OThers simila.rly'




situsted with axy water Lor irrigation PRIPOLOTe

| Complainant also alleges that defendont has
removed & certain pipe, remdering it impossidle %o
conduct water through the ditceh, and has refused the
offer of coﬁplaina.n:t to pay the established ch.a:;ges

for wator.

& public bearing in this procoeding was held

at Placerville November 9, 1916. Bridarxmronmscmraxmcs-
B A X R R X T P I ST S L AT o

The irrigation system operated by defendant
comprises & condult of £flume and 4itek about thirty-
| #ive miles in length, located in El Dorade County.
Tae supply of water is o-btaiﬁea. from the’ Coguznes
River end Cemp Crock. The ditch wee built sbout 1851
- and was used. foﬁ: nsny years in mining operations dut
ig now used almost exclusively for irrigation.

Tho latoral ditck, from which the complain-
ant desires water servico, branches off from the medin
cansl end is about three snd ome-helf miles lorg. In
order to give service to complainsnt, testinony shows
thet the letoral will bave to be cleaned throughout
its léngth, flumes repaired and an inverted siphon or
vipe line 486 feet long built scross o small velley.
y: 4 ﬁiper line wes Located at The seme point for muny
years 'nu:t appears 1o hmre nearly reached the end of
- Its lﬁ.’e, whex. . °ervice was discoantinmed.

De...endant states in 1ts answor to compla.i:a-

ant thst sessonable and proper application for water




from thls lateral has not been made since 1912 and,

due to the Impossidility of determining beforozand the
amomnt of water that wowld be reguired sad onm sccomnt
of the extreme shortage of water in 1913, it was unable
to run water in that year; also fhat one of the largest
water users rented or lessed his property in 1914 and
his tenant stated that he would not purchese any water
in the Zuture.

The testimory shows that in June, 1915, and

early in 1916, complainant spproached defeniant’s sgent

in regard to securing water for irrigation. Waen de-
fendant’e agent was approached in 1916, water to tae
'a;.mo‘u.ntf of $50. worth for the irrigsting sesson was re-
q'a.‘ested‘by complainant, 1t being suggested that Presk X.
mém, whose land could be served Lrom the same diteh,
would teke an edditionsl $30. worth. Other prospective
conémers,a-ppedred to degirc water dut no definite ar-
rangement‘ couwld bé made with them in regard ‘tov the |
smount they would “ take. The total amownt of revenwe
waich d.e#endmt world receive from water sorvice along
the ieconst'mcted :I@teral, beyond the smowats mentionmed
above, Lag ;no*.: been d.‘e'témined, and on accomnt of the
uwncertainty in :.;ega.rd to this emouwnt, we believe. that
the consumers should share in the risk due to the cost
of rebuilding the ditck.

An estimatc of the cost of clesning thae
di‘cch, repairing e flj;mea. a.na.‘ constructirg the' pirpe
‘Yine was prepared by Milo E. ‘E‘minlcley, one of the Com=




misgion’s engineers, and amounted to the following:

Repairing Tlumes cocescsccace 25.
Congtructing 12" riveted
steel PIP8 secescecsccccscane 374.

Tot&l [ X 2 X X X R E N XN NNRNNEYYENEEE XX $539.

An slternate estimate for a Lifteen inch
ripe lino-wés also presented but the evidence shows
that a twelve inch pipe has sufficient capacity Lor
the néods of the consumers and i1f a greater size is
.&esired by defendont it shounld bear the cost thereof.

The complainant has offered to clean out the
- d1tck at hié owa expense bdut wo believe that the prog~
vective consumers should in addition be required to
beaf a portion of the cost of constructing the pipe
line. It i3 10 be wnderstood, however, thet any of
these oxpences, borme individually by complainant or
‘other copsumers, shall be rebated on water bills when
the total of such bills reach & certain amownt,herein-
afteor specified, tze eoxcess to De mged in such refund.
It is our opinlon that a portion of the cost of the
pipe line, smomnting to £60, should bo advanced by
consumorse With this arrangembnt‘the-necessary outlay
by the compeny will be $339.

The initial smnuwel cost of providing service

to coansumers without appertloning any part of the ox-

pense due to the main ditch will amomwnt to the follow-
dings




Mafntenance and operation eeessses 320
Annual deprecistion flume and

Pipe 1IN0 weseessscsccccccccccnces 13
Sfin‘teres-‘t on $339. cessessersssas 2l

Total LA A R 2 2 X RE N YR NREREYREFEEEYEEYFEFY $60.

-

The evidence shows that the company will re-

ceive more than this smomat 0f revezue apaually fron
consumers and we believe that the increase from year
to yedr will not only be substantial dut that the reve~
rue will, in s few years, bo sufficient to boar the
proper proportion of expenses Lor the main ditch. Lny
expense above the amomnt set out adove ghould e used
in refunding tho oxpenses of roconstruction paid Lor
bjlconenmers in proportion to the :Lndi'éidua.l outlay of

each matil sncﬁ ¢oste are extinguished.

.Compiaint kaving been made by Henry J.
Gremenger againgt The Diamond Ridge Ditches, involv-
ing the service of water by £2id defendant to said
complainent, and & public hearing having beem had on
s0id complaint, aud the Commission being Lully advie-
ed in the premizes,

IT IS EEREBY FOUND AS K FACT thet the reve-

nue obtainsble from water service.. whick c¢an be sup~ .




Plied toconsumers slong the lateral ditch involved
in this compladnt is not sufficiont initislly to com~
vensate defendant for Qosf of service mnless tho cost
of "clea.ning‘ the diteh, estimated at $140, and & por-
tlon of the cost of the pipe line, smomnting to -$60,
are borne by consumers, such costs to be refunded in
t26 mennor herei_n provided.
| I7 IS EFREBY ORDERED by the Reilrosd Goms
mission of the Stete of Celifornic that Tas Diamond
Ridge Ditches do accept from consumers deposits to
'ﬁhe amomat of Two Euvndred ($200.} Dollsrs, if sueh
dopoeits are ‘of:f.’ere& to de:fénd’ant, and skall within &
period of fifteen (15} days from the scceptonce of
- suck d.epovsits begin work on cloaning the ditch, re-
padiring £lumos and building The plpe’ lime and rapld~
1y push seme to completion: | '

~ IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED thet any reve-
‘mes derlved from water sorvice through the before
mentioned latersl greater than Sixty (860.) Dollars
por year shall he apportioned to consumers pz"opo:.-
tionately to the respoctive smomnts of their depos~
ite, wﬁtﬂ. the total smount o such deposits has
been paid in full.

4

Da.'te& at San Frmc% -"omm this ﬂﬁ Wzﬁ(/

. day of March, 1917.
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