Decicion No. .

“ON UOISET

BEFORE THE RAIIRCLD COMLISSION OF T

/8t

=

In the mattor of the application of
24N JOAQUIN CQUNTY Loxr permission to
crose the right-of-way o< tao Application No. 2556.
Southern Pacific Compaony with o high-
way, in the town oL Roters.
Goorge M. Frenck, Supervicor, for applicant
Goorge D. Sguires, for Southern 2uecific Conmpany
GORDON, Commissionexr,

Q2IXIQ3.

This spplication was originally filed Soptembor 22, 1916.

It was accompanied by ax oasement Lrom the Southorn Zacific Company
and was granted by the Commisgion in an ox parte order dated Octoﬁer.
5, 1916 (Decision 3754). Cne of the conditions fn the ezsement
whica tae County accepted was that an existing crossing about 480
foet oaat of the crossing avplied for should be closed to pwdlic
 travel and this was made a condition iﬁ:the Commission’s order. After
tho terms of the order hecame known_a petition, signed by Jarmers
end tax payers in the vicinity of the crossing 4t wac proposed o
clbse,' was sent to the Suporvisorz of San Joaguin County, »rotest-
ing against the abandoning of that crosing and the Supervisors
ssked the Commissfon’s permission 10 modify its order emd pormit
»oth crossings to romain open. After some attempt to adjust the
matter by‘cor:03ponaence & formel hearing was decided wpon. This
hearing was ﬁéld on april 25, 1917.

The proposed crossing 18 on tho extonsion of a north and
south couxnty road kmown as the Coggswell Road through tho waincor-
porated town of Petors. The existing crossing iz on s road paralllel
to the proposed road and is zvout 480 feet eact of it.mhe,Oakdaie |

3razch of the Sounthern Pacific Compeny ruas ‘c;hrough toe twn of




Poters in & direction almost esst and wost to a point immediately
west of the pfoposed new road where it swings to the south. The
Milton Branch rwas gbout eacst and west end joine the Oakdale Branch
waere that line commences to turn south. At the propozed crossing
the two branches are about 25 foet apart while 2t the oxnoe now in'use‘

they are nearly 350 feet apart - a Qistance great enmough to make thew

pracfically independent crossings. In addition to these two lines

& loading track crossos bDoth roads. It leaves the Oakdale Eranch
some 800 feeot wost of the proposed highwey and 1g on the southerly
side of the Oakéale Braxnch througaout its iength. It 4Zs about 150
feet soutk of the yroposed crossing and 100 Leet soutk at the
crogsing now used.

&ho Town of Peters 13 tho shipping center for a large
soction devoted to grain farming, but a portion of the land adjecent
to the town has been divided Lnto 10 and 20 acre tracts during the
last few years which are mow planted with fruits and berries or
used for poultry raising, and tais produce also will be sent o
marget in Peters.

Az nost of ~ko colonisté Live on or nosr the Coggswell
2oad the nrojected crossing would be the most convenient for thon
v use Iin going t0 and from taelr shipping woint as weli as reaching
the two gemeral stores located &t Peters. Tac grain faimers,
however, consider the oxisting road as the more convenient of the
two ac it affords them better accoess to the loading track and, by
approaching 1t Zrom thet highway, there Lz ample room for them to
turn thelixr six end eight horse toams and the tractors with which.
they nawl their grain 4o load in cars.

If the Coggeswell croscing were oponed snd tho
exicving crossing ¢losed, as the situation now sfands, it iz clear
thaoy would be put to considorable inconvenionce. It 4ig rossivle,

rowever, 1o open the Coggswoll Road and close tho crossing of the

Oglrdelo and iHMlton Pranches snd 8till leave tho losding track oz
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converient of access to the grain farmers as it is at presont.

The roed leeding to the existing crossing from the
south parallels the railroad's right-of-way for some dis@ance before
{% turnc north and crosses Lt. To contimue this highway to the
new crossing it would be necessary only to secure a right;of-way
approximetely 500 feet Llong and to grade e road for thet distance.
If this were done, and the crossing of the loading track on the
presenx highway romeing oper, the portion of the road wh;ch
crosses the two branch rallway lines can be closed. The necessary
right-of-way to meke this change cen bo secured £or about $70.00.

As two crossings so close together in a community
as cmell as Peters are scarcely Justified, umless traffic iz mmeh
‘grestor than it appears to be hore, thiz iz a very chedp and sat-
isfactory way to accommoldate tho public and at the same time eliminate
one grade crossing for, ss I havo seid, on the proseat rad the
X1ton and Oskdale Branches are so far apert that they constitute
independent crossings. |

Thoe exwense of meking these adjustmenzs in the roads
will be commaratively small and both partiee will benefit by then.

As the rafilway company will have one less grade crosc-
ing to maintaizn and protect and ite station grownds will be relieved

hro
of a hmghwa;ytﬁgg; centor it seems to0 me equitable to depart from

the wsnal policy of reqniringyapnlicanm for a grade c¢rossing teo

stand the cntire expense of coastructing it. It wags estimated

that 1t wouwld cozt about ¥75.00 to place the tracke in condition

for the new croscsing and &8 thiz 1s about the cost of the right-of-may
needed Loxr the proposed road 10 connect the two crozssings X believe
the railroad conpeny showld be required to 4o the work oﬁ its tracks
and the county to secure tae land and open ﬁp fhe conrecting road.

The couﬁty, 0Z course, should pay the other ususl expensos and the
raflroad company skhouwld meke axny improvements necessaiy in‘the
stationvgrounds to permit the large toams eacily to roach thke 1oadiﬁg.
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track both f£rom the east and the west.

Although the order which I recommend iz the Lollowing
paragraph ls in substance the same éé the ox parte order previously
made, some of the conditions will be changed, and I bolieve it
better to revoke the permission éonzained iz that order so the
rocord will be clear and complete in this one opiniom and oxrder.

I recommend tho following form of order:-

SLK JOAQUIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, heving epplied to
the Commission for permission %o conmstruct & public highwey at
grade ovor the track of Southern Racific Compeny, in the umincorpor-
ated town of Peters, aund the Commission heving granted this
permission ex parte and having lster held a hearing upon the appli-
- catlion, and it sppearing that the former order should be set aside
and @ new ordor mede grenting the application under certaein condi tions,

IT IS EEREZY ORDERED, That tho vermission heretofo:q granted
San Joaguin Comnty to comstruct this crossing at grade (decicion 3764)
be and the seme nereby 1s revoked.

IT IS EERERY FURTEER CORDERZD, Thet permigcion be and tae samo
neredby is granted Sen Jogouin Comnty, Celifornls, to construct 2
public higaway croéeing ot grade over the tracks of Southorn Pacific
Company at epproxzimstely Englneer’s Statfon 612 plus 50, and doscribed

ag Lollows, t0 wit:

Belng an oxtonsion of the oxtension of tho

2. B. Cosgawell Road 40 feet wide, the contor lire of

which extends clong the na2lf soction lime northr and

soutk through Section 36, Township 2 North, Iong0 € Zast,
- Z.D.B. and ., across the right of way of tho Sowbhorn

2ecific Compary vhere said right-oZ-way crosses seid nell

section line in the towmm of Peters, San Jogguin Cownty,

Celifornia. ; ,

41l of the above 2t shown by the nmap attached to the spplica-

ticn; sald erossing to be constructed swoject to trhe Tollowing
e '

conditions, viZes=

~4-




(1) mhe crossing located spproximately 480 fLeet east of the
crossing granted in tni° order, oxcopt the crossing over tao loading
tragﬁiﬂjiall remain oven,, .- shall be lebglly abandoned ag 2 public
roed snd shall be clozed to trovel contemporsnoously with the crossing
herein authorized.

(2) The ontire oxpense of constructing and maintoinizg the
croésins at grade skall e borne by applicant excent for those por-
tione betwoon the reils and for distances of two (2) feét-oumsiae

theroof waich shall be bvorne dy Southorn Pacific Company.

(3) Tho Count y chall secure the nocessary right-of-way ond

construet et its own expense a sixty (60} Loot road on the southerly
side of the righi-of-may of Southern Pacific Company 4o comnect the
existing crossing Witk the crossing herein euthrorized.

(4} Said crossing shall be constructod of & width not less then
twent§ (20) foet, with grades of approack not oxceeding four (4}
roxr cent; cnall be protected by suitable'crossing sign ' and shell
in every way be made safe for. tho rassage thoroover of vohicles znd
othor road traffic. ,

(3) The Commission roserves the right to make suckh Lurther
orde_u relative to the location, construction, meintenance eand Pro-
tection of said croscing as to it may seem right and prover, and +o
revoke Lts mwexmi sion if, in Lte judgment, tke public convenience
2nd necesczity demand zuch action.

| Qhe Loregoing opinion and order are horebdy ammroved cnd
ordered Lfiled a2s tho opinion and oxdor of the Railroad Cormission of

the State of California.

. Dated at San Francd sco aliforniu, tnic ZAH day oz
%19]}/. % Loy i,




