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RIGIHAL

DECISION NO.

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

ST o v

In the lMatter of the Application o2
FEVADA-CALIFORNIA-OREGON RAILVAY, &
corporetion, Lor suthority teo sell

and of THE VWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD
COIRAXY, a corporation, for authority

to purchase taot portiox of the lines

of railrosd of Nevesda=Cal iforuige

Oregoxr Rallway frowm Hackstaff, Lassen
Courty, Califormia, to Reno, Nevads, and
also the line from Plumss Junction %o u
point opposite Dlairsden Station, on

t26 main line of The Western Pacific
Pailrosd Compery: and for permission 40
shandon that portion of the line of the
Yevade~Cel iformis~0regon Railway between
the stations of Zackstsff and Plumas
Junetion, and detween Plumas Junction
and & point oppoaite Blalrsder. oxn the
mein Lline of The Western Pacific Rallroed

Coxpany.

APPLICATION NO. 2813

VWVWVVVVVVVVVVVVVV

L. B. Roenl of Senborn aud Rookl ZLor
Applicant, Nevala~Celifornise
Cregon Railway Coupeny.

A. R. Beldwin and Allarn P. Metthew forx

Applicant, The Western Pacific
Rallroad Compeny.

GOEDON, Cormissioner.

. A e um G S Sume

This i3 a joint spplication by the Nevada-California-—
Oregon Reilway Cozpany and The Western Pacific Reilroad Company in
walch an order of the Commission 1s asgked approving tho sale of
a portion of the line of railroad of the Nevsda~California~Cregon

Reilwey to The Western Pacific Raflrosd Compexy, else authority for
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sboandonment of the portion of the line of the Neveda-Celifornio-

Oregon Railway betweern Hackstaf? snd Plumas Junction in the County
of Lassen, and between 321d Plumes Junction and a point opposite
Blairsden on the main line of The Westerm Pacific Rsilroad in the
County of Plumas, State of Californiz. A public hearing wes held
at San Franciseo on April 5, 1917, the metter waz Quly sthmitted
ard 1 znow resdy for decisior.

The Nevada~Cel ifornis-Oregor Reilwsy is & narrow gauge
lire extending from Reho, Nevede to Lakeview, Oregon and with a
branch line extending from Plumas Junction, Lassexr County, to '.Da.v‘ies
11l in Plumaes Comnty in the State of California. 7Zhe line crosses
the main line of The Western Pacific Railroad at the joint station
02 Hacksteff in Iassen Countye. |

The Western RPacific Railroad Company, bveing desirouns of |
oxtending it3 standard gavgs line from a point near the esst portal
of Chilcoot Tunmnel to the city of Reno, Nevads, =md of acquiring
the rights o2 way and other physical property ¢f the Nevada~Califor-
nia~Oregox Railway, espeoclally the termina.l propexrty In tae city of
Reno which is advantageously locsated, h:m agreed with the appli-
cant, Neveda-California~Oregon Resilway, to purchase foxr the sum
of Seven Eundred Thousand Dollsrs (3700,000.00) the line of rail~
road extending from s point near Zackstaff in the County of Lassexn,
State of Celiforria, to the ¢ity of Reno, County of Washoe, State
of Nevada: slso the line of railrocd extending from Plumas Junction
1n the County of Lassen t the station of Davies® MLl in the
County of Plumas, all in the State of Cs.lifornia.;_ including all
physicel property, rights of way, terminsl facilitles, excepting,
however, the rolling stock equipnment and the residence of the
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General lansger of the Nevada-Californis~Cregon Railway on Court
Street in the city of Rono, Xevade.

Undexr the term3 of the purchase agreemert the Novada-
Califorris~Crogon Redlway iz obligated to furnish service and to
operate tho line f£rom Hackstalf, California to Remo, Nevada, anéd
fron Plumas Junotion to Davies’ MIll, until such time as The
Western 2acific Reilroad Company shall have completed a standerd
gouge lire from a point on its main line to the city of Reno, and
upon the completion of suck line the operation of the narrow gauge
line by tho Nevads-Californiae~Cregon Railway shall cease. The
Nevelda~Califorris~Oregon Railway, pending the construction of a
stenderd gauge line by the Western Pacific Rallroad Company to
serve the Davies Box and Lumber Company at Davies'™ Mill, is 0 car=-
ry out, £ar its own accomnt, the terms of an existing contract
between the Nevada-Californiz~Oregon Railway snd the Davies Box and
Luzber Compaxy.

The total mileasge proposed to be transferred wader the
agreement of sale 13 one hundred four (104), of which seventy-six
(76) are located in the State of Califoraie and twenty-eight (28)
4n the State of Novada. This is divided a2 between main line snd
branch line as follows:

Kein Line. Reno, Nevads to Hackstaff, Lassen
. County, California, (including

s4dings, and yard tracks) 64.8 miles
Branch Line.plumes Junction, Laszen Comnty, to

Davies? M1ill, Plumas County, Calif-

ornia, (including sidinge and yard

tracks) 39.2 "

Total 104, niles

It i3 provoced by the applicaxt, The Western Pacific

Redilroad Compasny, to teke un and sorsp the entire track purchased

and to abexndon entirely the portion of tihe main line botweon Hack-
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steff nnd Plumas Junetion (30.61 niles) ané all of the drench line
bYetwoer Plumes Jurctior and Davios® ML (39.2 miles). 4 comec-
tZlon with the standard gauge Wostern Pacific mein Iine will Do made
at & yoixt east of cmcbof Tunnel axnd with the right of wsy ac~
guired from the Nevada~Colifornis~-Oregon Roellway at o2 noar the stao-
tion of Plumas Jumetiozm. The maim line of tho Novada~Celifornis-
Cregou Rallway betweon Plumas Junection, Californisz, and Remo, Novada,
will be roconstructed, partly in a new locetion, &8 a stendard geunge
westerrn Pacific braxrch Lino.

The present narrow gauge line ¢of the Nevalo~(aliforniec-
Cregon Rwilway from DaviesY LLlL to Pluxas Junctinz axd from Plwmas
Junction to Zacketalf Lz closely paralleled by the stexndard gouge
mein line of Thc Westoran Pacific Railrcad =nd the country is tut
sparsely sottled. With the oxceptior of lumbexr znd ferest rroducts
originating at the ostations of Dellixer, Clic and DoviesT MILL,

all or the branch line between Plumas Jumctior and Davies? i1,

thero is‘no btusiness of axy volume handled ard all statiozns propose-

ed to bo elimineted by the sbandorment and reconstruction of a
vortion of the line tremsferred will be served by stations on the
vresent main line of The Western Pacific Railroad Company or sta-
tions remaining on the portion of the line which will be reoon-
etructed 2 & standard gauge brozek line of that compaxny.
The stations 10 Do abandoned entiroly are as :E‘ollows:
MAIXN LINE

Cast - non ageney
Cameror. -~ nox agency
Red Canyon = noxn agoncy
Constantin - noxn agenoy
Doyle - agoncy.




3RANCE LINE.

Callcoot -~ o2 sgency
Graxite = noxn agency
Vinton -~ nox agoney
Voff£itt - non agoney
Beckwith - sgency

Gulling - non agency
Portole -~ agoncy

Dellikzer = non agency
Clairville - non agexncy
Spuxr t¢ Totten MILL ~ non agency
Clio ~ sgexey

Davies® 11l ~ non agency.

A f£1eld investigation has been msde by Mr. W. J. EHandford,
Railroal Service Imspector of the Commission, as to the effect of the
abandonment of the avove mentioned stations upon the pudblic hereto-
fore served by the line of the Nevedas-California-lregorn 22ilwey, iz
weich a1l stations, both agency snd non-agoney wore visited and sb.ip~
rers and receivers of frelgat were interviewed. No objection wes nade
by any porson interviewed against tae proposed abandonment, axd from
such investigation 1t sppesrs that all sgoney stations sre atl present

equally served by the presexnt msin lize of The Toctorn Pacific Railroad .

Company, that meny of the non=-sgercy stetions exist as passing tracke

for opercting purposes and havo no ststiorn bduildings or rosidents
closcely adjacent thereto. The non~agoney stations of Constantia,
Gulling exd Delliker axd tho agency station of Doyle are st yresent
gerved by vae zain lire of Tho Westorn Pacific Railroad anf the
snall communities served are located closely adlacent t¢ .tho tracks
of trat camupany.

The principal sainmpers to ve oaffected by the shandorment
of the zerrow gavge line of the Novade-Celifoxnis-~Cregon Rallway
are the Davies Box axnd Iumber Company, sikipping from Davies! MAll,
end tho feathor River Iuxber Company, Salppring frow Clio and Delll-
Xer. The officiels of both companios asve no obfection to the
proposeld adbandozmont, arreangoments laving been made by The Yester:n

Pacific Rellrosad Compamy to fargish‘ gervice thet will Yo of greater 1G5
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advantage when the broad gauging of spur tracks to their industrial
rlents will have been accomplished.

Mr. Chas. M. Levey, Proszident of The Western Pacific
Railroad Company, testified at the hearimg on this application ss
to the desire on the part of his compary 4o secure access to the
city of Reno and as to the iesirable terminal facilitios of the
Noevada~Cal ifornia-0rezon Pailway therein located; slso a3 to the
service proposed to care for the needs of all shippers and receive
ers of freight formerly uaixig the line of the Nevada~Cal ifornia-
Oregon Railway. It was 2lso developed at the hesring of this ap-
plication that a traffic agreement was to be executed botwean the
Nevade~Colifornia-Oregon Rellway snd. The Western Pacific Railroed
Company on terms mutually advaxtageous and having reference to the
traffic originating on oxr destined to points on the Nevada-Californise—
O rogon Railway north of tae station of Eackstaff. The intorests
oX shippers and receivers of freight botweezn such northerly points
and Reno and points Iintermedlate on the poxrtion of the line of the
Yevada-California=0regor Railway »roposed to be abardoned will de
served by Such agreement in that reliable service by standard gauge

equipment will be available with traznsfer f£ron the narrow gauge
cers at Hackstaff.

Iz view of the foregoing focts I am’™of the opinion that
the public intorest and tho xeeds of the shippers and receiverz of
freight on tke portion of the line of the Nevada-Calif rnla~Oregon
Railwey proposed to be 90ld will be adequately sexrved by the grant-

ing of tais epplication and tae sapproval of the annexed a.greement,_

also by the abandonment of the portinn. of the line which 1s xot
necesgary in commection with the broasd-geauging to permit acecess o

the southerly terminue at Reno, Nevada.
-6-




Tae duplication of service, ospeclally 1in a spersely
settled territory and in view of the limited ability ¢of a narrow
gange line to serve its patrons as efficlently as o standeard ga.uge
line having transcontinental commections, places an TinecesSsary
burden wpon the expense of operation of otk lines and in turn
upon the putlic in the communities served. Thoe Proposed arrango-
ment ond transfer as precented by this application appear: a@ter

careful anelysis and investigation to be of material adventage, not

only to the applicants in this proceeding but to the general pu.'blic.‘

I recommend that this spplication be graxted and sabmit
the following form of order.

Noevada=-Californie=Qregon Rallway, & cornoration, and The
Western Pacific Railroad Company, & coxp orzi’tion, hoving nade aypli=
cation for an order authorizing the ssle of the lines o2 reilroad
02 the Nevada=Califcrnis~Oregon Reilwey hereinafter more fully de':fs-
crived, and the purchase of same by The Western Pacific Rsilroad
Company, and for the authorization of abandoment of cortain por-
tioms of the lines proyosed to be transferred; = public hearing
bheving beexn held, =ad thre Comnicsicn being L1y a@v:tsed and of
the opinion that the application snould be graxted,

IT IS EERERY ORDERED, (1) That the Nevada-California-
Oregon Raflwey bo axd the ssme hereby is authorized to sell and
corvey o The Western Pacitic Railroad Coxmpany and The Testern

Pacific Railrosd Compaxy be ani the same horeby is aumthorized to

puwrchase from theo Nemd&-CsliforniaQO‘:egon Railwey, in sccordance

with the conditions of a proposed agreement attsched to the appli-
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cation ir this matter avd marked "Exhibit A", all the right, title |
end interest oL the Nova.da.-California«-Oresoh Rallwey in ard to the
following described lines of railroced, termirals, lands, wmachinery,

tools and other real =znd persomsl property now cwzmed by the

Novede~Col 1fornia-Oregon Rallway, to=wit:

(1) A line of reilrcad oxtendircg from & point not more then
two thousand (2,000) feet south o2 the point whero the Lline of
tho Nevade Compeny crosses the main line of the Pacific Corpany
at Hockstaff Crossing, In the County of Lasser, in the State of
Cal ifornisa, and extendirg thence in a somthezsterly direction
through tae Courties of Lassen and Slerra, in the State of
Celifornia, snd the County of Washoe, in +the State of Neveds,
10 and into the Clty of Rero, Iin said County of Washoe.

(2) A lime of reilroad extending fron = conmection witz the
line of railroad hereinabove deseribved in clause (L) of this
rarsgreph at Plumes Junctioz, iz the County of Iassen, in the
State of Californis, and extending thence in & westerly direc-
tion through the County of Lascon axd the County of Plumas, in
the State of Colifornie, to & point ovposite Bleirsden Station

%f the medn line of the Pacific Company, irn the sald County of
TRAs.

(3) 411 real estate, office buildings, passenger stations,
freight houses, warehounces, ¢oal=-houses, car-iouses, exngine
houses, storekhouses, mechine chops, repair sxops, dlacksmithr
5hops and other structures; all turn-{tabdbles, water statlions,
water tanks, and water suwpprlies; all spur tracks, side~tracks,
turrouts, and switches; superstruetures, bridges, viadunots,
atringers, tles, ralls, £rogs and bolts; all fences; such
telegraph and telephone limes, poles, wires, signals, and in-
struserts &g may be now owned by the Nevads Coxpany; sad all
mechinery, apperatus, tools, implements, epplidnces, and furni~
ture, arppertaining to, or wsed or held for use as & part or
vorts of, or to facllitate or sefeguard the maintenance and
operation of, either oL the above described lines of railroad
or exy termirals theroof, Inclulibg all roal and personsl Pro-
verty, all lesseholds, sxd all rights, privileges, and f£rap. .
chises owned or held by the Nevads Company in the City of Remo,
Nevade: EXCEPTING, however, the residence of the Goneral lanager
of the Novada Company on Court Street in the City of Reno,
Nevadz.

(2) Thet suspemsion of service, sbandorment and removel
of track be ard the sawe hereby is outhorized over the following
portions of the line of the Nevade-California~Qregon Railway here-

inabove aunthorized to be 3014 and trensferred to The Western Paci-

Lic Railroad Company:




Commencing at o point rot more than two thousend (2,000)
feet south of the point 0f crossing o2 the Lline of the
Novada~Celifornia~Oregon Rallwey with tiae line of The Testern
Pacific Rellrozd Company st the station of Zackstafs, Couxty
of Lessen, State of Californic, and extending thence in o
sontaeasterly direction tTo o point a2t ox neer the stotion
of Plumas Junction, County of Lassen, State of Californis,
s8id point to be the point of conzection with s PIONoOsed
stendard gauge track 1o be coxstructod Lrom a point at or
neer the eastorly portal of Chilcoot Tumnel t¢ & point at ox

near said Plumaes Juretion.

Commencing at a point iz the County of Plumas, State of
Colifornia, at the ctotion of Davies' 111l end extending
thence in an easterly direction through the County of Plumas
and the County of lassen, State of Californis, to the station
of 2lumas Junctlion in *the said County of lassen.

The suspension of service, abanlonment end removel of track heredby
anthorized shell not be offective wrtil 22X wpon the counmencoment
of regulsar train service Lollowing complotion of the construetion
0Z & standard geuge railroad by The Western Pacific Roflrosd Company,
commencing at & point at or near tho éa.sterly portal of Chileoot
Tunnel on thoe maln 1ine of scid Western Pucific Rallrownd 0 a con-
rection with the line of the Nevale~California~Cregon Railway st or
near Plumas Junetion In the County of Lassen, State of Callifoxxia,
end of o standard gauge line Sron such commection to tho City of
2eno, County of WMashoe, State of Nevada, 2nd of a stondard gauge
govr ftrack from a point ot or nesr Rleirzdon on thoe main line of
seld Westorn Pacific Ruilroad serving *the plant of the Davies 2ox
and Lumber Comveny at Davics? MIll in the County of Plumas, State

o® Californic.

Tae anvthority korelin graxted for the scle of the propoxrty

of the XNXevalo=Collifornia=Qrogon Zallvaey to0 The Western Pacific Rell-
ro&d Company for the sum of Soven dundred Taousand Dollaxrs
(§700,000.00) is granted on condition that the price pald by The

Teztern Pacific Railroad Company for said »rorxerty of Nevalu~Celif-

O




ornie~Orogor Railway shall =not be bdinding uwpon this Commission or
oxr court Or other public body as & £inding of volue for sai&‘
property.

The Commiscion reserves tae riéhx 10 maXe such other
and further orders with recpect to the transfor o nroperty or the
gueponsion o2 3orvibe, sbandonacet axd removal of track =s to 1t
ey spposr right and proper or I in its Judgmozt zuch are docxmed

necossery for tho mublic Lxnterccsw.

The Zoregoing cminion and order oxo hereby approved znd
ordered £iled as the opirion and order of the Rellro2d Coxmission

o0f the State of Califormia.

by Deted at Sun Fronmeisco, CaliZornis, tnte o day of
LA, -

;g;é, 1917,

Conmissioners.




