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:DECI3!ON NO. __ _ ~ 
~ 

In the I:.o.tter o~ t.l:.e I::.atel.la.tion of ) 
Swi t o.c. LigA ts on ~n Line 5"::1 tc.b.es ) 
0-£ EZ~UMt;. JU::D SA..!~ EOSA BAILWLY } CAZE NO. 1067. 
CO~Alr.C. ) 

E. Jl. llaggo.rd f or ~et!lJ.'tlJn$. s.nd. S~.nt:l Roso. 
Ra.1lw~ Co:np~y. 

C P I :~ leN. 
--~-- ..... -

This proceeding was brought on the ?Adlrosd Cocmieeion's 
1r.itistive UI:.d.er the 1'rov1'sion$ of ~et1on 42 of tho Public Ut1l1-

ties Act. wh1cA eeet1o~ ~rovides as follows: 

. "SZC. 42. The Col:l:li $s1 on shall .b.o. ve ;power, ~ter s. 
.o.e u ing .b.s.d u:P on it s Ot'ln met iOn or upon compla.:!nt" 'b=r ge:l-
erfll or speo1o.l .. ord.ers, rulos or regc:.lat1one, or otherwise, 
to require e"rery :public ut 111 ty to construct. ~1n ta1n and 
ope~ate its line, ~lsnt. eyet~m, e~1~~ent, a,p~r.atue, 
tra.cks end. l'remises in s ucb. m::u:n:.er o.s to l'romot e nnd :::.a!e-
gttard the health and sAfety of 1 te eDll'lo:rees, :pe.soongers, 
eusto:llerz, e.nd tbo :publiC, e.nd to this end to :r:xr:oeor1be, 
a::.ong other things .. the install e.t1 Oll. use" mainte:lAUce and. 
operation of ~:p~ropri~te s~!ety or other ~~~cos or ~ppl1sn
oes, 1ncl~1ng interlocking snd. other ~rotect1vo d.evices . 
at grede eross1~s or junctions and block or ot~er s,ystems 
o~ e1gnal11:r:g, to es.ttl"o11s.l:. u:o.i~o:r: or other sts:o.de.rd;s of 
construction s:::l.d. equipment. o.nd to roqc.1re the ,erfo:rmo:c.co 
of any other cot which the health or sefoty o~ ito' ompl07003 • 
:p~sser.gere" customers or the :pub~ic rM::Y' dem3.tl.d." 

.A. public b.eo.r1ng was. held at St:.n Fr:lnc1s co on May Z, 1917. 

tho matter W3.$ duly s'llbr::.1 tted e.t:.d is ncm ready for deciSion. 
' ...... 
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EeeommeJ:ld.at1Qls ilSvi~ beon ma.de 'b7 the S~rV1eO' Del'~t

m.ent of tho Cor:lmiszion tllo.t switc.b. le.:n:ps '00 1:lStalled on all main 

line sVlitei:.es of the Pote.lume.. and Ss:c.ta ~o$a ?..e.ilVla.y 9:l.d. a. formsJ. 

.b.oe.ri~ bavixlg' 'been reqtlested. ~or the General. :r.!e.:oager o:! tbAt Comp-

e:r.:y~ an order illSt1tu.t1ng iZIVestigation or. the CornmiSsionl's own 

::lotion w~s - '_-.made;.:' b7 t.b.e Co'Cltl1ssio:c. under date A:9l"il 15. ~917. 

,!!.b.e Pote.lu:oo. a.nd Sant.~ Rosa :Railway operate the follow-

i:cg rail. mlea.ge :' 
Petal~ to Santa Rosa - 24.41 miles. 
Scbasto~ol to Forrest-

'Ville 
Li berty to Two Eoek 

Total 

- 7.16 " 
- 5.35 " 

37.94 miles. 
~.b.e work1l:.g time echo dcl.e (jf the J?etal'tl.m1.l snd Santa. ~o sa. 

Railway chows the follov:1:cg ~3$e:cger tra1:cs s.cheduled mlder :1me-

te;ol& !:o. 22.: 

Petslu:s to Seb$$to~ol -
Sebaztopol to ~er.minus -

$$nt-$. ~oss. -
,Sebs.stoj:)ol to Forrestville -
Petal uma to Li 'berty -
Liberty to Sebasto~ol -
Liberty to ZWo Rock -
Sebastopol to Petaluma -
~erminus-santa ?osa to Sebasto-

pol -
Li 'bert7 to ?eteJ. uma -
Forrostville to Sebastol'ol -
Two :tock to Liberty -

~otal 

l2 

18 
16 

6 
1 
6 

13 

18 
5 

l6 
6, 

l17 

~e above cov~rs oJ:ly the 3c.l:.edul.ed :P£l.3songor service 

and ill o.ddition there are such freight and wo:k trains as rre.y be 

required. by the bus1'c.asz offe=i~. ~:r:e.ins are operated as lste a.s 
J..S5 .AM: and. the consid.erable smO'lmt of mg.b.t operation randel'S 

~dequate ~rotect1on nececsary for the eafety of ~ssengers and an-

:ployes. 
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T~e schednled speed ~ecordiDg to time card between Pets-

luma. a::.C. terI:l1nus - Snnta. :Ross.. is a~prcocimatelY' 22 tlilo$ ;POI: hotu", 

and tb.e sp oed between :l?otal "Jma. and Sobastopol, la.rgely over Fi-

ve-to right of 'rl8\Y, is $eb.eduled at s,l'Ilrar.:1catelr 29 miles :p~r hour, 

a.lthOlleh itl. connee.t1on ~1t.b. s.everal 1llZpect1ona it has been !o'Und 

tbatth1s speed. is; eo X1Sid.ere."oly exceeded at ti::'03, a.m speeds of 

f:roox:. 40 to 42 miles per hour .b,a.ve bee:c. not iced "or inspectors ot' 

the Servico Department. Rigb. speed is alwsws ~de out of :1orrest~ 

Ville southbound by reason of deseending grades. It .has b.een 0"0-

served t.cat tAO average speod. on this liDa .. espocially on private 

right of wc:y '; ~l'l'rox1m.tes from 50 to 32 miles :por .bour. 

At the hearing of thiS c~$e, Mr. W. J. E~dfordy ~l:oad 

Service Inspector of this Co~ssion. ~resentod a r~ort outl1n~ng 

cond,i t1o::lS observed as a rosult of inspeotions of op oration on tl:.o 

1 ine 0 f th e Petal "iltlle. end Sante. Eoes, :Rail wa:sr cOt:;Po.ny, .bi s rep ort 

analyzing i:o. d.eta.il cond1 tions observed. wi til :pe.rtie'Ule.r reference 

to tho contentions of the opero.ti%lg officic.ls o~ the railwcy eom:pa.n:r 

as to t.b.ere being no neecss1tr for the Wle of owitc.b. 11g.llts to 

indi es.to tho pos iti on of swite.b.es dur1%lg too hours of clsrlc:J.ess.. 

As rega.rds the alec'crie headJ.1gb.ts sffordi:cg So view enabling motor-

me II. to distingu,ish ¢·olor o:f' swi tell. :targets at [J. d1 st.ence o:t from 
700 to 800 teet.~ lire :s:a.m:f'o::-d.'ts roport indiest.es tbat personal 

observations show t~t under normel conditions ~ clear View o~ the 

3W1toA t.arget can 'be obtailled on ta.%lOents for ~ dista.x:eo v~~ 

from 250" to 400 or SOO feot. A series of observations were elso 

otttli%le d. c07'er1%lg 0. night trip during the ho'tlrs· o·f d.e.rl:::c.e ss ill 

which trouble was experienced b,. motormen in obta.1n1ng full ef-

fioiency of the eloctric are headlights. AS regards ~/itch tsr-



gots loea ted on other t.b.an te.ngent tracz the Pet~ 'CJ:lll. a:d. Santa. 

Ross. Es.11 way lla.ve several sw1 tc.b.es wb1CA are locs-ted on C'Ol'Ves '" 

and. on curved tracks t."lo .b.oad.lig:b.ts do not give 11 good now of 

switch targets, especially when target .:u:.d 3m. tch stand '!!S:s be lo-
cated on the 1nside of t.be curve, :tor the rea.son t.b.e.t the heaWght 

bei:cg f:txed. on tb.e fro:::.t end. o:r tho car :pro j acts 1'ts rays off the 

track when rotuldiDg a. c'Crve and. in some im'tanc.es d:a.rillg inspee-

tion .it wee %lOt1cecl t.b.s.t .b.eo.d11gb.ts did. :rwt shine sq:tla.rely on the . 

SWi teh target a.t s:tJ.y time. 

T.b.o ::a.ttor of J?l:lCi!lg tal'gots on sm. teA stands tor da.y 

ind.1ce:t ion e.nd switch lights ~or night indication is 0·:0,0 til.st, 

.b.a.xdly need:s d.1scussi on os pra.ct1cslly .all respo:c.s1'ble EUld. qc.eJ.1-

t1ed operating officials r~alize the necessity for such ap~liancos. 

Mr. Z. :2:. Maggard, Genal"al Ma:oager of the :l?et~J:o.m!l. ana. 
Santa Rose. R::l.Uwe.y Comp$.~, stated tb.o.t by reason of tQ.e "CUlique 

condi tions surro'tUld.i:cg tho ope:re.tion of' his line", he, in COlllmOn 

With bis predeces30rs, h~d never regerded it necess~ to i~t$ll 

S\1itc:.b. lemps for mght indication $oS to position of s.W1tcll.es and 

directed specific sttontion to the f!l.ct t.b.at the l1ne .h:1.d :be~n 

o:gers.ted si:rco 1904 Without e:flY' acc1den t a.ttX":1:butablo to the e.b-

seDCe of switch lights. 

After c~e:fUl eo midorc.tion o~ t.b1s matter and. o~ tho 

tosticoIlY in this p:'oceedil'Jg, I em convinced that at les.st s.c 

rega:ds the me.tter o-r switch lights conditions on the~:1nG cr the 

PetcJ.uma. c;c.d. Sa.uto.. Eo~o. ~llwsy Compo,nil s.ro not ::la.terit\U.y d1!fer-

ant froQ. those common to ma.:c.y other interurban railways operating 

in the Ste. to or Calif orma and. u:ader t.b.o jur:t.sdieti on 0-'£ this com-



It is· s~llif1ear.t that nO' other eleotr1e imorurbo.n 

l'"$.ilWtly company opora.tee at tile proso:c. t time in the stct() o:r CeJ.if-

orn1~ v/it.b.out sWitc.b. l:i.gb.ts on $11 fa.e1tlg po1:c.t me.1n lino sWitches. 

~.b.e: ex'!' anso 'of installing tho svr1to.b. light sand thoir suosequent 

IUl1ntell8llce a.nd oporation vrill not 'be $. serious 'burd.en upon tho 
financial cOM1tion of tlle Pot3J.uma. and. .5e.uta. Rosa. Ra.Uw::w COT:J.Ji-

anj and. sucb. e:c.ponse rea.lly becomes a.;n i:oz:.rs.:lce aga1:czt .b.s.zaX"cl 

of. .ace:tdont and. Will !acU1 ta.te 0;pera.t1on 1n that motormen respon-

sible for the opero.t10·n of' nigb.t tre1ns will receive £l. clear' 

ind.1eation as to the :pos1t1o:::. of swite.b.es and. will 'be ablo to· 

operato tre.iXlZ wi tllca.t taking eb.a.neos e.s to tAe position of :f'~il:lg 

point ew1tc.b.es; sue.b. :;wi tc.b.es 'be1r.g always roga.rded. a.s bazaordous. 

inrtJ.i lw~ o!)or$t ion. 

I find as a fact tb.a.t the night operatiOn. o:f the !>eta-

luma. 3:ld. Sen1;e Rosa P.e.11w3\7 without the lJrotect10n $offord-ad. by:ct.!le 

presence o~ sm teh le.I:ll's on ::sin line sm te.b.e s is unsa.f'a and bsz-

ardous o.nd. t.o.a.t sW1te.b.l~hts should 'be iDS'to.llcd. a.:rd there3.f'tar 

mA1nta.1:aod for the ss.fety of' tho tre.velirg public and. the 011;'lO,"03 

of th.is carrier. I recommeIld. t.he f'ollov:i::g fortl of order: 

ORDER ------
A pt:.bl ie hesri.llg $ving boon held. in the .o.'bo'V'o anti tlee. 

;preceed1:rJg~ and. the::m. tter Mv1lJg 'been dul:r submitted and the COm-

:n1ss1on bei:cg fully s.dvieed in tho ;premises end bs.Si;r,g its order 

en the findings of faet $.8 appear1:og in the foregoi%lg oll1nio:c.~ 

I~ :IS EE:.?ZBY OROE:eED ~.bat Vii thin sin,. C 60) da7S from 

the ds.te of t.b.1s order the Pets.l1lt!l!l. a.nd S!lnt!:l. :Ross. Re.ilway ConJP'8.llY' 

eqaji.p ell ne.1:c. line SWitches with sw1te.b. lam)ts for the p'llX')?ose of 
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g1v1Dg 1nd1eat ion e. s to t.!le :position of switcl::l.es dur1:ag the bo'lXt"s 

of d..arknesz and that sucll am-tcll 11gb.te be tlloreafter m.a.inta1:c.ed 

'Wlt11 the furtb.er order o=t tb,is Coc:nission. 
~.b.e Com::l1ss1on reserves the right to make sucl::l. other aDd. 

f'crther orders in this mtter a.s to it a:p!,oe.r just and reo.sone.ble 

or ne cess ar:; for the safety of tAe :pa.ssengers end. employ-eo of the 

PetaJ:ams. and. 8a:lts Ross. P..a.ilwa.y Co::pany or the pro)?eX'ty entrttSted 

to its c:b.arge. 

~.b.e foregoiDg opin1on ~ni order are hereby approved and 

ordered filed s;.s the o;91n1on and. order of the :?a1lro ad. Comxo1as1oll 

of the sta.te of Cal1forma.. 

Da.ted at S3Jl Francisco. California. this /~ dJJ:y' of 

M $.::;., 1917. 
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