JECISION NO.

_Bb-?-ﬁ-oN UOES[QBG

ZIP02E TEZ R&E?O.’LD COIMISSION OF TZE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the latter of tiac Ixnstalletion of

Switel Lights on Mein Line Switches

oL PETALUMA AND SANTA ROSA RAILVLY CASE XNC. L0%7.
COLRANY «

B. E. Moggard for Potalume and Soxnta Rosa
Railway Compaxry. ‘

GORDOX, Commissicmer,

Pois pzrocoeding wes brougat on the Zailroad Commission’s
itiative urder the provisioms of Section 42 of the Fublic Ttili~

ties Act, which section provides as follows:

neTC. 42, The Commission shall have power, after s
hearing kad uwpon its own mevion or upon complaint, by gen~
oral or special. orders, rules or regulations, or otherwice,
to require every vublic utility to construcet, meintain =2nd
operate its line, plant, syctom, equipment, apporstus,
tracks end premises in guch manmer ag Yo promote and cefe-
guard the health and safety of itc employees, pascoengers,
customers, end tae pudblic, =2néd to this exd to rrescribe,
arzong other +things, the installetion, use, maintexnance asnd
operation of approprizte scfoty or other devices or applisn-
ces, including interleocking and other wrotective devices .
at grode crossings or junctions end Wlock oX otaer cystens
of signallirg, to estavlisk uniforz or other standerds of
construction and equipment, and to require tiac porformonce
02 ony other &¢t which the healts or sefoty o 1tc omployees,
paggengers, customers or the public mey demand.™

4 pudlic honring was. held at Son Frencisco on May 3, 1917,

matter was dwly swodtted ard 43 now ready Lor decisiox.
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Rocommerndaticns having boon made bY the Service Doport-
mert of the Commission that switch lemps bo installed on ell main
lize switckes of the Potalume and Ssnte Rods Rweilway and a formal
noering baving"peen requested oy the Coperal Menager of that Coup-
sny, an order instituting lzvestigation ox the CommissionTs own
potion was - . made ) by the Commission under date April 13, 1917.

Ohe Potalume and Sexta Ross Railway operste the followa-
ing rail mileage:

Potalure to Sarte Rosa -~ 24.41 nmiles.

Sehastorvol to Forrest-

Liverty to Two Rock - 5,35 "
Total 37.94 miles.

fhe working time schednle ¢f the Potalumz snd Sante 2oge
Dailway shows the followirg rassengor trains schednled ‘ma.er Time~
table No. 22:

Petaluze t0 Sebastopol -~ 12
Sebvestopol to Rerminus -
Santa Rosa -~ 18
Sebastopol to Forrestville - 16
Potaluma to Liberty - 6
Liberty to Sevastopol - 1
Liverty to Tvo R0CE -~ 6
Sebhastopol teo Potelums ~ 13
Torminus-Sante Rosa to Sebvasto-
pol ~ 18
Liberty to Reteluma -~ 5
Forrostville to Sebastopol - 16
Pwo Rock to Iidexty - &
Total 117

fhe above covers orly the zckheduled passSongor S6TVICO
and in addition there are suck freight axnd work treins as mey be
roquired by the business offering. nrains are operated as late as

1.%5 Al and the comsidorable amount of xzight operation rexders

adequate p:'-otection'necessa.ry for the safety of pacsengers and oo~

ployes. .
-




Tre 3chednled speed according to time card between Peta-

lums azd terminus - Sonta Roza, is appracimately 22 miles par hour,

snd tae speed between Potaluma and Sobastopol, lergely over pri-
vete right of wey, i3 scheduled at appraximately 29 miles por hozy,
although in comnection with several 4nspections it 2as been fownd
taat thiz speed iz considersbly exceeded at times, and speeds of
fron 40 to 42 niles per hour have beexz noticed dy :!.nspec'térs of
thoe Sexvice quartmcm‘t. Eigh spoed 1z always made out o7 Forrést-;
ville southbound by renson of descending grades. It b.aa beoxr ob-
gserved trat tho average speeld oxr this line, especially on private
right ¢f woy, approximtes from % +to 32 miles POTr 20TUT.

At the hearirg of thals case, Mr. W. J. Handford, Railroad
Service Inspmector of this Commission, presented a report outlining
conditions observed az a rosult of inspections of operstion on the
line of the Poteluss end Senta Ross Redilwey Corpeny, ais report
analyzing iz detail conditions observed with particular reference
to the contentions of the operating officicls of the railwey cozpany
ag to there being no necessity for the use of switch lig.ﬁts 1o
indiceto the position of switches during the hemrs of darkmess. |
As regards the elactric heallights affording s view enabling motor-
mon to distinmguish color of switeh ftargets at a distance of fron
700 to 800 feet, Mr. Hanifoxrd¥e roport indicates that perso'na.l
obcervations show tiat under normel conditions o clear view of the
awitca target ca.n"be obtained oxn tamgente foxr a2 diztarce varying

from 250 to 400 or 300 feat. A serioz of observations were also

ou‘ciined covering & night trip during the howrs of derkmess 1in
which {:rou.ble wat experienced by motormon in obtaining full ef«
ficiency of the eloctric axe headlights. A3 regexrds switch tar-
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gots located on other than tsngent track the Potaluma and Sants
Rosa Railwey have seversl switchos wiick sre Located on curves,
and ox curved tracks tho hosdlights &o xot give = good view of

gwiteh targets, especielly wheon target and switeh stand my be lo-
cated on tho inside of the curve, for tho reason thet the hesdlizht
being fixed on toe Lromt end of the car projects its rays off the

track waen rownding & cwrve and in some izstances during Iimspec~

tion it wes moticed that headlights L& not shine scuarely on the
switeh target at any time.

Tho matter of placing tergots on switca stends Zor day
1134 cet lon sxd switch lights for night indfcation L5 ome that
hardly needs discussion ot practically all responsible and queli-
£10d operating officiels realize the neceseitly for suclk sppllances.

rr. . 2. Yaggerd, Genoral lansger of the Petaluma and
Sante Rose Reilwey Company, steted that %y resson of the unique
conditions surrounliing the overatiorn of bis line, ke, In common
with his predecessors, had nmever regerded it necescary to imstell
switeh lemps for night indicstionm as to position of switcres and
84rocted spocific sttention to the fact that the line had Dbeon
cperated since 1904 without say accident attributable to the ab=
sexce of switch ligats.

ifter careful cozsiforetion of tils matter snd of tho
testizony in thiz wroceeding, I em comvinced taat ot losst ag |
regards the matter of switch lights coanditions on the 1ine of the
Petalume 2né Ssnto Rosa Railway Compony are not meteridlly &liffer~
ont Crom thOSe cOmmOr to many other interurtan railweys cperaiting

in the State of California and under the jurisdiction of this Com~
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mission. It is. significext that uo other electric Iixtorurban
ralilway coxpanry operstes at the prese#t time in the State of Celif-
oraie without switeh lights on oll feeize point mein lino switclhos.
i‘ne expenso of installing too swivteh lights and thelr subvsequent

mafntensnce and operatiorn will mot be & serioms hurden wpon tho
financisl coxdition of the Potalums axd Senta Rosa Rellwyy Comp-

any and suca expense really becomos an lasurance against hazard
of aceidont snd will facilitete operation In that motirmen respon-
sible for the cperation of nigat trefns will receive o cléar
indication &S to the position of switches and will be able %o
operate treins withouwt teking chances as o tae position of facing
point switches; such ::witche‘s veirg always rogarded as hazardous
in railwey operstioz.

I 24ind as = fact that the night operation of the DPeta~
Tuma amd Semte Rose Rallwey without the mrotection afforded dy:tae
presence. 02 switch lemps on main lirze switches 15 unsafo onld haz-
aréous axd tb.a.t’ switch lights should bo installed and thereafter
naintesined for the sefety of the travelins public and the employes

of fhis carrior. I recommexnd the followixzg form of order:

L public hegring aaving been keld in the sbovo entitled
proceeding, and the matiter naving boen duly submitted and the Com-
mission veing fully advised in thoe premises a.nﬁ. basing its order
on the £indings of fact as appoearing in the Loregoing opinioz,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED Dhot within sixty (60) days from
the date of this order the Petaluxs é.nd Santa Zosa Reilway Company

oquip 2ll mein 1ins switches with switch lamps for the purpose of

~5m




giving indication &s to thae positlon of switches during {the howmrs
of darkmess end that such switech ligate be thereefter mainteired
umtil the furthaer order of this Commission.

nhe Commission reserves the right to meke such other and
furthor orders in this metter as to it sppesr Jjust and reasonsble
or necessary for the sefety of the passengers and employes of the
Petalume axd Santa Rose Ralliway Company Or the property entrusted
to its charge.

mhe forogoing opinion axd order sre hereby approved and
ordered filed as the ovinion and order of the Rellrosd Commission
of the State of Califorxia.

Dated st San Framcisco, Californis, this /&7‘5& 8ay o

X sy, 1917.
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Comnissionors.




