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Declsion No. ___ .

BIFORZ TEE RATTROAD COMMIISSION OF THZ STATS OF CALINORNIL.

In the matter of the aprlication of +tho
CITY OF 23D 2LUFE Lor an order requiring
vhe Southorn Faclific Company, as lessoe,
and the Cenvral Pacific Railroad Company,
ag owner, Yo comstruet, rovair and yput in
condition for travel the ¢rossing in said
City where Cedar street crosses the tracks
ol said Reilroad, and to install at tho
¢crossings of Walnut, Ock and Crittendon
Streots sultable danger signals or wetchmen
as may be dotormined vest.
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Application No. 2800.

et Ry A N AN DN N A e e gt o

MeCoy and Gens, Zor applicant
George D. Squires, Lor Southorn Pacific Company
Coxmmissioner,
Q2IXIQX.
In this epplication the City of Red Bluff asks pormission
To reopen Codar Street over the Southorn Racific tracks, and requests
the Commizsion to order‘suitable prctecfion LTor throe crossinge now
opons  Walnut, Oak and Crittenden Streets. . Lt the hearing'held
Lpril 19, 1917, testimony was teken only on the fiwst of %hezo two
mattors end it was stipulated that for “ho zocond suck orders az thoe
Commizsion might mako could be bazed on the remort of its engineering
deparviment covering a grade créssing survey of the city which Qould
be prozptly wndertaelon iz comnectlon with +the stete~vidoe eroszeing
SurTey now in progress.
| Cedar Stroet, which the City ceoks wermiszsion to reopon, is
o2n eagt anld west strect, oighty feet in width, walcn wee closed
tomporarily by tho railroad coupary in accordsnce wite veruission

‘4 obtained from trhe 3omrd of Trustees of Red Bluff by s resolution deted

" May 1%, 1902. The rozolution resds in vert as follows:

"It Lz therelore nerevy ordered, that tho soid Codux Street
botween indizon Street and lLonroe Street, in tho City of Rod
SluLf, be, and 4ne samo is horeby tomporarily closed to wpublic
travel, and taat the Southern Facific Company be granted

Pormizsion to compnlete and occuny the seid boiler nouse and that
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sald Company bo permitted also to occupy and uze the sald
Coedar Stroeet 20 ¢losed az eforesald for the m»urrose of carryiag
or itz reailroad dusiness, and wntil tno Ifurthor ordeor oI tais
or some future Board of Trustees of tho said Qown of Red 3lulfs
provided, and thls pnermigsion and uze shall ho sud they are
upon the exprese condition, that the title to the zaid street
thus c¢losed to opublic travel shall be ond romslx iz the ywolic
a3 & street axnd higawey and that ro vermanent rights thereiz
are herooy granted o the sald Southern Pacific Company, or
ite successors in interost, and vhat sald Company, or its
guceossors in interest shell not by uce, 0r sdveree pogsossion
acguire any title troreto as against the pudlic or tae Towa of
Red 2luLf.m : :

It is‘tho contention of the City Litorney that the consent

oX the Commiscion Lz not regulired to reopen thls c¢crozsing as tihe city
aed no right, and 1t was not the city’'s intention, to close 4Lt per-
menently.  On October 2, 1916, the Board of Trustees instructed

the City Lttorney to advise +the Southern Pacific Company that it doesired
to reopen Cedar Streoet, and notice was sorved or the railrosd company
L0 remove some vuildings ond othor obstructions and place the street

in condition %o be used. L similar notice was sexrved on the owaer

of & flomr mill who had a building occupying wart of the strect.

The ovmor of tho mill immediatoly took steps fo remove the
bullding, but the railroad company at that time, and ot the hoarizs,
took the ground thet the consent of the Commission was nsceszary defore
tae crossing could be legelly reopened. The duildizngs, however,
have been romovol.

| There iz 2o crossing in existonco on Cedaxr Street at the
rresent tine. The spproaches to the rails wore torn out when tke
crogeing was tomporarily abandoned and other tracks have zince boen
constructed across the street. It has not boon open for trevel and
there has boen no erossing taere since the passing of +he Public
Ttilities Act: conseéuently the wording o Section 43, o%f this Let -

"o pudblie road, highway or street shall hereafier be consfructe&

across the track of any railroad corporation at grade * * * without
first having secured the vermission of the Commission,™ seems to me to
apply with as much force here as it would 1f the proposed ecrossing
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wore entirely new. It iz clear that the comsent of the Commission
must he socured vefore thls street can e legrlly opened ovoer the
ralilroad.

To conslder now the need of the peoploe ofjaed 3luff
for & crogsizng at Cedaxr Strect. The blocks in the viecinity of Ceder
Street are 3007 x 3007, with the streoets parallel 1o the rallroad
gnd at right angles to it. lonroe and liadison are pamllel stroots
and are compected by Union Street, ome block norta of Cedar,
and Eickory Streot, one block south. South of Eickory Street Walnut
s opexn. Alt¥hough Elckory Street sppeare to be very little used,
1f the Codar Streect crossing were opened there would undoubtedly be
some traffic écross it; bdut the testimony Ls not convinecing that
it would be groat enough to offsot the hazard which wonld be incurred
vy its construction. Zven those who axre 1ocatodkon COdar'Street,
betweon Madliszson anrd Mbn:oe, or in tho vicinity of thoe corners of
+vhese latter streets witk Cedar, appear to suffer very slight
inconvenience, 1f any, by the lack of this Cedar Street crossing.

It would, {in ' my Judgmont, be a departure from the nodorn, approved
tendency in handling the grade crossing prodlem~ that ig of
concentrating travel at as fow crossiﬁgs.as.possible and protecting
thoge crossings~ +t0 pormit this crogsing to bo opeoned.

Since the hearing the Comnission’s enginsoring
deovertument hos made 1ts grade crossing survey in the City of Red
Bluff, and has informed the Commission of the results in & report, =
copy of which has boeex sent %o the railroad end to the city. It will
not be necessary to repeat here what is stated in the reéort, but o
suamary of its conclusion mey be convernient: -

"No. 1= Qak Street-

A buman flagman chouwld be stationed at this crossing
fron omo hour before watil one hour after the school pexriod.

The brush on the south side of the street along the side~
wall should W trimmed.

2~ RPlne Street-

Thies streot shouwld be closod.
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"No. 5; Walnut Stroot-

_ An gutomatic flagman should be installoed.
"No. 4= Hickory Street-

This c¢rossing should be closed.
"No. 5~ TUnion Street-

Tool house should be moved 80 view will not be obvscured.
"No. 6~ Critteonden Streot-

An auntometic flagmen showld be installed.
"Wo. 7=  Breckinridge Street;

Crossing showld be widened. Lutomatic flagman should
ve Installed.™

Prom ny knowledge of the crossing situetion at Red 3luff,
gathored from a porsonal ingpection and through testimony st the.
hoaring, I am convinced that those recommendations are reaconsble
and should be followed. Their tendenecy is to protgct'tho crogsings
which are most convenient and to abandon the others;‘ end I believe
1£ the reilroad and the city will cooperate 0 carry them out the
crossing situvation 4n Red Bluff will be satisfactorily settled for
sone time'to come.

It was stipulated, as I said before, that the Commission's
order covering tho vrotection qf the three gtreets complained of in
the epplication~ VWalzmut, Oak and Crittonden~- should be based on
{this roport rather thez on testimony, s¢ to that oxtoent tae rocbmmenp
dations in the ropoxrt for theso streoets could bve Lssued ac Lormal
oréers of the Commissioz. No orders covering the othexr
recommendations cowld be made without & hearing out I am'in hopes

toet trey will be carried out oy both the ¢ity and rallroed company.
As far a8 crossing protection is councerned I prefor to

recommond 10 dofinite oxder at tais time. The f£inel ordér:may be
influonced by the action of the interected parties towards the
recomnendations made for stroots othor than those & rectly involved.
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A1l erocscings in the ¢ity were considered as g unit by our

ongineering dopartment and o feilure to carry oul one recommenda-

tion may affect the others.
In the following order waich I recommond, the right
will bo reserved to make suca additional orders effecting Walnut,
" Qak and Crittenden Streots ac may be necessery, altor the rallroad
company and the city have 2advicsed the Cormission ¢f their
attitude towards tio rocommendations of our engincering dep;rtment
in the report sent to them.
7'.
CINY O R=ED BLUPY, heving aprliod to tko Commission

for vermission t0 roomen Cedar Street acrozs tne track of
Southern Raclific Company and o order suitudble protection Lor
Qak, ﬁalnut and Crittenden Stroots, 2ad o public nearing having
been neld, and it appoaring that no public necesaity,oxists Lor
the reoponing of Celdar Streot at thls time, and that & Lormal
oxrder covéring tho protection of Quk, Walanut and Crittenden Streots
chould be postponed, uwntil both the City and the Railroad azve
bad en opportunity to canvass the crossing revort, to which
reference 2as boon made, and advise thc Comzission. s

I IS EZREBY QXOZRZID, Thet this apvlication, insofar as it
ackes wermission to reopen Celdar Streot acrocs the tracks of
Soutkhern Zacific Company, bé and tho sane herevy ig denied.

IR IS EEREBY PURIHZER CRDIRZD, That the Commission rogerves
tho right horealter to make sucn furtbor orders covering the
orotection of Cakx, alzut and Crittendon Streets as to it may

seen rigat and vrover.




The forogoling oninion and order are herody aprroved and
ordexed Liled as tho opiniom and order of the Rallroad Comuission

0% the State of Calirfornis.

Dated ot Sax Francisco, California tnio Zﬁ% day
of oy, 19iT7.
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Cormicaioners.




