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In the matter of the applicotion of the
COTNTY OF ORANGE, also of the City of
Ewatington Beach, for an order asuthoriz~
ing Lt to coumstruct a crossing ovexr the
tracks of the Southera Pacific Railroad
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Application No. 2809.

In tho matter of the application of tze
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BRACE, & municipal
corporation, Lfor the estadlishment of

)
)
crossings at Indianepolis Street, Acacis )}  Ipplication No. 2830.
end Magnolia Lverues and Memphis Street %

in 8818 City over the line of the Sounthern
PaCific milro&d' ...‘......-...'........l)

S. ®. Nelson, for City of EunxingtonlBeach
Thonmas B. Talbert, for Orange County

George D. Squires, for Southern Pacific Conmpany
GORDON, Commisaioner,
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The first of these applications i3 Lor a ocrossing in
wnincorporated territory in Orange County, the second for & orossing
whickh lies half within the City of Huntington Beach and half withiz
the County, and‘the third for four ¢rogsings within the City of
Huntington Beach. 43 all of the crossinga covered in these three
applications are on the same branch line railroad of the Southern
Racific Company and include all the undedicated crossings between
the Malin Street county crossing at Is Bolss, to the north, and
Msgnolia Avenue, the city crossing to the soutk, and sexrve practically

the same territory, they were heard togethexr and can be conveniently
covered by oneo opinion and order.




'The proposed oroesing‘of Main Street at La Bolss is adjacent

to an existing right angle crossing at a point on the railroad where
an east and west road and a northosst and sounthwest roed come together.
The application is in effect a request for permission to widen
the existing crossing so traffic can go from one road to the other
without the slight detour now necessary. It appeers that there
wonld be no increase in the hazard if this chauge were made, and I
shall recommend that tho permission sought be granted.

The Joint application of the City of Euntington Beack and
Orange County, Aprplication 2809, looks to opening Clay, an essct
and west street, over the main line and siding of the railrcad. This
crossing, it is claimed, wonld afford direct access for an oileloth
#actory and & cannery company, Waich has lately been established
in axn old warehouse, both of which are east of the railroad. It does
rot appear that at the present time any other treffic would be served,
although 1t is possible thet when the proposeld camnery is acturally
in wgse some traffic fronm the northeast would f£ind Clay Street its
most converient route. Iraffic Lrom the two indugtrios st the
procont time £$lldws Clay Street easterly to Seventeenth Street, axn
improved county road, thence it turns southwest on Seventeenth,
crosses undernocathk the railroad by & subway on that street, and Lollovs
the same streot to the City. Euntington Avenue, 2 north and south
gtreet, intexcepts Clay Street a short distance from these plante
and forms & shorter route to tho subway. This street, however,vis
00t Improved and the land which it traverces is 80 low that it is
impassabdle in the winter time. It is the contention of the applicants
that 1f Clay Stréet were opensed traffic would croee thc‘track there,.
strike Twerty-third Avenue to the west of the crossing and follow
that gtreet and Main Street to Euntington Beack.

The yproposed croséing at Clay Street would?gore or

lose dangerous. The right-of-way of the railroad company is narrow
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and the view of trainc approackhing from the south wounld be obatructed

both by the caunery, which has been mentioned, and byia cut between
Clay and the subway at Seventecnth Streoct. I am convinced that the
Commission should not permit this erossing to be opered without
the installation of a crossing bdell, the coat of which soems to be
about the same as tze cost of improving Huntington Avenue. A3 far
as safety is concerned there would be no comparison between the two
routes evexn were Clay Stroet »rotected dy a bell, as the route by
Zuntington Avenue and Seventeenth Street would eutirely avold a
raflroad grade crossing. I am of the opiniorn that at this time the
traffic waich would use Clay Strect is not sv.fficient o warrent the
opening o0f a crossing at that point especilally since a subway would
be made available to the same traffic, az I said before, by the
expenditure of & few hundred dollars for improving Huntington iLvenune.

In the last application (#2830 ) the c¢city alone is
concerned. Although it ascks permission %0 opexn Indianapolis Street,
Acacia Street and Magnollia Avenuwe over the track it appears that
these orossinge are now opexn and nave been used for abvout ten yesrs.
This spparently makes thom pudblic orossings and no action upoxn the
vart of the Commission is neccssary to permit them to be kept oper.
I may say, however, that Acacla and lagnolie appear t6 be noeded.
The necd for Indlanspolis depends upon the dispozition of the new
eroasing at Nemphis Street which the city seeks to open and which
will be discuased later. |

Tith the consent of Counsel for Southern Pacific Company
the govplication of Euntington Beach was amended to &sk for the
installation of .. suitable protection at 2cacia Strest. This street
is8 peved and carries tho heaviest traffic of any comsidered in these
three matters. The view at threo of the cormers is badly obstructed
and the testimon# oleerly comfirms my own obsorvations oz the gromud
end the opinlon of the Commission’s engineering department thet this .

crossing needs protection. I bolleve the railroéd company shouwld LS
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ingtall an sutomatic flagman here and shall meke & Tecommendation
t0 that effect in vhe order.

‘Mempb.is Street 1s the only crossine;l in the application
nade solely dy the City (Application 2820) which isg not now a
public erossing. If opened it will serve ten or twelve familles
waich live adj&oent to 4t snd who now f£ind it di.f:ficnl'c %0 go to and
from their homes during the winter as all streots and roads whick
lead to +them are waimproved and subject to overXlow. Nemphis
Street is sufficlently higher to be froe from overflow. .It‘ soems
t0 be the opinioxr of the ¢ity officials, and of the other wituesses

who testified, that llemphis would be & moroe Important atreet than

Indiacapolis, the next streot to the south, and that the latter
street could be cloged 4f Memphis were opemed. I caxx see the
need of a orossing at Uemphis and this seems to me to be & rea.éona.’ble
solutioq of the matter. I beliove that it should be worked out
in that way and recommend the following form of order:-
ORDER

CITY OF EUNTINGTON ZEACE, ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA,
and ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNTA, having applied to the Commission Lor
permizsion to open certain public highways at grade over the tracks
of Southern Pacific Company, and a ypublic hearing having been held,
and the Commigsion being rully‘a.ppri‘a‘ed in the premises,

IT IS HESREBY ORDERED, That permission be and the same hereby
is granted Orange County 'cb congtruct Main Street at grade over the
" tracks of Southern Paciffc Compssay, at the point and {n the manzer
shown oy the map attached to application 2808, subject to the
following conditions, viz.:~ .

(1} The aentire expense of oconstructing the crossing, together

with the cost of its maintenance thereafter in good and first-class
condition for the safo and convenient use of the public shall be
borne by applicant, except for the portion between the rails and

two (2) feet outside thereof, whick shall be maintained by Southern
. e
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Pacific Companye

(2) ~ Said crossing shall be cometruoted of a width and type
oL coﬁa'i:mction to conform to that portion of Main Street now. graded,
with gradez of approach not exceeding four (4) per cemt; ahall
Be protected by & suitadle croscing sign and ghall in every way be
nade safe for the rassage thereover of vehiclez and other roald
traffic. IS

IT/ESREBY FURTHER ORDERED, that Application 2809 be
arxd the saxme beredy is denied. _

IT? IS EZREBY FURTEER ORDERZD, that Application 2830, in so
faxr as 1t applies to the opening of Acacla Street, Indianapolie
Street and lagnolia Avenue, be and the same heredy is dismissed.

IT IS EZREBY FURIEER ORDERED, That permission be and the
gume hereby ig granted City of Huntington Bemeh to conmstruct Memphis
Street at gralde over the tracks of Southern .I'aci:t’:f.c Compuny at the
point and in the manner shown on the map attached to the application,
subject to the fLollowing conditlions and rot otherwise: -

(1) Said orossing shall be comstructed of a width of not
less than twenty (20) feet, with grades of approach mot exceeding four
(4) per cent; ghall be protected by a suitable erossing sign a,nd
sha.ll in every way te made zafe for tho passage thereover of
vebicles and other road traffice.

(2) Tae entire oxpense of constructing the crossing, together
with the cost of its maintenance thereafter in good and first-clacs
condition 3hall be borne by upplicant, except for that portion
botween the rails and two (2) feet outsideo thereof, vkich shall be
meinteined by Southern Racific Company.

(3) Before lemphis Street ic opened as & pudblic highway Indian-
apolis Street shall be closed and abandoned for pudblic travel.

IT IS ZTEREBY FURTEER ORDZERED, That Southern Pacific Company
ghall, six (6) momths f£rom the 8ate of this order, Inztall an .

sutomatic flagman of & type approved by this Commission, at Lcacisa
~Dm




Street.
The Commission regerves the right to make such further

orders relative t0 the location, construction, operation,

maintensnce and protection of ssid crossings ss ¥0 1t way seenm
right axd proper, amd to revoke ite permission if, in its Judgment,
the public comvenieuce and necessity demand such action.

The foregoing opinion and order are heredy approved and
ordered £iled as the opinion and order of the Railread Commission
of the State of Californie.
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