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In the matter of tre applicstion

02 7. L. CURTIS for poxmiszsion %o

increase rates cbargec. for water Application No. 2823.
suprlied by h.;m “0 various coun-

sumers in the -ovm of Sa.l.x.da..

Brown and Hindman Lor petitioner.

Y TEE COMMISSION:

CPINIOX

A public hearing was conducted by Examiner
Mestover upon the above application to inerease rates for

service of domestic water to the imhabitants of Salids, Stenis-

laus County. | _ |
Applicent’s plant serves nineteen house

holde, four business houses, one hotel, club house, ecb.ool‘

. and & rooming house and living qua.rtei-a on apnlicant's pro-

verty, where he aleo' keeps & nunber of donestic snimals. ZHis

pregent monthly ﬂéﬁt'ra'bes are $1.50 for rezidences, $3.00

for hotels and $2.50 for the cheese factory. These rates

he ssks leave to increase to $2.00 per month for resideonces

and stores, $5.00 per month Lor tho cheese factory, $3.50

per nmonth for 'the hétel and & nonthly lawn and garden raﬁe

during the irrigating sesson, bascd on an aroe of 250 square '
feet.




Tee principal controversy &% the hearing arose
over the cmount of water wsod by the plant of Carpenter
Cheese Company, Sall %0 be the largest in the world, and -
waat its water rate should be.

nne nesring also Qoveloped considersble complaint
ag to the sorvice.. It sprpears that water is frequently
turned 0ff Crom the entire system for thae purpese of making
revalrs, dav that‘the system it so arrsnged that repairs can
be made dy turning off ozly ceritain porvions of the syzlem.
,Ehére mas also complaint that the taxks become empty, most
-.often {n the esrly morning hours, apparently because gome
careless patron lets the water ruz sll night. AV vimes the
tanks rupr Over bocause The vump LS not stopped in time. oSt
of the complaints can be eliminated by the uwse of an suto-
patic device for starting and étopping the punp and'by tarn-
ing off‘water 1n only the vart of the systom andergoing repair.

Asoplicant's pumping plant and tankhouse sre om 2
varcel o land 120Tx 160" uszed also as tho site of a rooming
pouse and warehouse. Dhe tenkhouse conteins 1iving roome.
chis proverty entire cost §6000 tareec years since. Tike plant
was installed about 1909, éxcept for the present mof&r, ap4
»raised by epplicant at $380, added sbout 1912.

Avplicent submits an appraisement of the property '
totaling $6,874.40. The actusl cost of the property Is
pal-R4 availdbie; |

The plant was Iinspected by Iir. Janes Armstrong,

onme of the Commission’s assistant hydrauwlic engineers, unier




the stipulation that his report night be subnmitted ir evidence
subsequent to the hearing. He estimates the deprecisted cost
of ﬁéll. pump, motor, distributing system and two 15,000
gellon tanke, and excluding real estate and puny house, at
83256 wsing average prices, and snmmal depreciation by straiéht
line at {166 per year. The annusl gross revemue is about
8456 without charge Lor applicsant™s rooming house and stock
end the guarters in the tankhouwse. The power bills averags
about $200 per year. Applicant asks an allowance of §15
per month for time devoted to the plant. Detail of other
operating expenses was not supplied.

Applicant’s difficulty seems to arise from
the fact that he pays a defirite rate for power used in
puzping water, but 18 not equipped to restruin wnecessary

use by consumers.

The most equitable distridution of charges

bgtween users snd between users and tae utility is by measure-~
ment o< the supvly delivered.

We therefore authkorize a mever rate, the
vresent flat rates to remain in force wntil meters are in-
stallel, which may be at the orption of eolther applicant orx
his consumerc.

Applicant makes‘the point thet he is not
operating o vublic utility aﬁ& the Commission therefore Las
no jurisdictiom. We £ind that he is snd for somo time has
been operating & pubdlic utility as defined by the Public
Utilitles Act and Chapter 80 of the zm 02 1913 and &s
sntervreted by the Commission snd the Supreme Court im iume;-

ous s£imilaxr cases. | &




J. I. CURTIS heving applied to the Reilrosd
Commigsion for an order authorizing ar incresse in rates
charged by him for water sold in Salide, Stenislaus County,
&nd & public hearing having beexn holdlénd sufficient showing
pot having been msde to Justify a change in the present
flat rates of aspplicsat, the application to incresse ss8id
2lat rates is hereby denied.

Qheuﬁailroad Commission heredy £inds as a
fact that the rates herein established for metered service
are juét and reesoradle rates to be ckarged by J. L. Curtis
in Salide ané basing its order on the foregoing f£indings of
fact snd on the findings of fsact which are contained in the
opinion which precedoes this order,

IT IS ERERERY ORDERED that J. L. Curt&s be
and he 4s hereby authorized to file with the Railroad Coma
mission within 30 daye the following schedule of alternamive
rates to be charged by him for water served the Inkebitants
¢ Salids and vicinity.
Firet 2000 cubic feet at 154 per 100 cubdic feet
Yext 8,000 cubic feet at 104 per 100 cubic feet.

411 weter used in excess of 10,000 cubic feet at
5¢ per 100 cubic feet.

Vonthly minimuwe vill for residences and domestic
nse $1 25.

Yorthly minimum bill for all’other use $l.50
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Dateld a8t San Francisco
‘12th day of June, 1917.
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