
Decision ~ro ., __ _ 
~~ORE ~ RAIL?,OADCO~~SSION 

O'P TEE STA~ O'P CAtIFO?J!IA., 

---000---

!:l. the ?lo.tter of the Applicst.ion of 
'.:lEO=:: SOU::?lE?.N SIZ??J..s POWE:.~ CO!vZi?A.J.W, 
an eleot~icel corporation, for s cer-
tif10ste of the ?s11roadCommiss10n 
that the prese~t and future publio oon- } 
vcnienoe snd neocseit~ require the con- ) 
etr:.letion of au electl"iceJ. line, :plant ) 
and eystem, or the extensi~n by Appli- ) 
C&lt Coml'a:a.y to, into and throughout } 
the City of Blythe and surrounding ter- ) 
:-i to~y, ?-1 verside CO'tlnty, Csli fornie., } 
of its line, pl~t o~ 3~te~ ~d tAnt ) 
public conVenienco and necessity requiro ) 
the exercise by Applicant Oommany of the ) 
right and ~rivilege to erectJ~construct, ) 
operate and ma~tain within the said ) 
City and eurrounding territory ~ cer- ) 
te.i:l eloctrico.l plant and systom With ) 
necessary s.pp-:rtena.r.coe, pursuant to ) 
certain franohiee rights granted to said ) 
Ap:91icsnt Company oy the :Soard of St:.l'er- } 
visors of the County of Eiverside, and ) 
~ow in force and owned ~y said Company. ) 

Applica.tion ljo. 2835. 

Dixon, Pott~r ana Jones, by I. B. 
Potter for Applicant. 

A. D. E1tchcock, City Attorne~, 
for City of Blythe. 

James O. Phillips for Flo~d Brown. 

OPI!~ION. ------_ ......... -.. 

In this ap,l1cation, filod with the Railrosd Com-

:nission ":"~r1l 9, 1917. ~ SOUT~ S~ POVv"E'R C01'i:i?ANY 

re~ueste certificates that public convenionce and necess1t7 

re~uire the construction ~d oporation of ~ electric ~lsnt 

1: t:llo City of Blythe and. Vicinity and the oxorcisG of rights 

and l'rivileges ~ursuant to eo f:s.nc:hize granted to applicant 

b~ the County ot Riverside. 
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A hearing in this matter was held bafore ~ner 

]neell at 31ythe on May 24. 1917. 

Floyd :Brown o:f E1ythe. filed e.p~lico.t ion, (281'Z) 

with this COI:llXlis£ion on!l"';.e.rch 2:6.1917. for similar pormiesion 

to i~stall an~ operate an electric light ~lsnt in Blythe and 

vicini ty.. ].:r. Erow.o. had o'b·ta1ned So franchiso :f'ro:n the Ceunt,. 

o.f ~ve=$ide to. construct and o.porate an electric system in the 

territery now co~prie1ng Blythe and vici~ity on April 21. 1915. 

At the hearing Jsmes O. Ehillips, attorney fer Mr. Brewn, stated 

that it vms !,Ir. :S~own's belief that ~he Southern Sierras J?ewer 
company was better fitted to. serve the needs o.f the City of ' 

Blythe than ho and that he Vla.S willing to. withdraw h13 appl::-

~a.t1on and. sny opposition to. that coc.:pa:as serving. :provided 

ap:?lican t wou.ld. pay him the sum o~ Five Hund.:red. ($500.) J)ollare. 

~ie nmeunt he stated had bean expended by him i~ obta1~~g a 

franchise and preliminary o.rgani~tion and in o.btaining eptions 
on mSchinery. The Seuthern Sierras Pewer C'empany o~fered to, 

pay n. Brown e:r;.y sum. up to. :'1 ve Hundred (¢500.) :Oolltlore Which 

'~he ?.silread Cemmiss10n would allew :1. t to. eap1 talize. This 

question does not app enr , to. be an issue in ~o Southern Sierras 

Pewer Comp8ny t e ap~licatien. In any ev~t. this Commissien 

would not loOk With faver en any such cap1ta11zati~. 
~e 01 ty ef Blythe. which is lecated in tile J?a.lo 

Verd.e, Valley near the ea.stern limits oi :Riversid.o County, 
was ineerpo~ated in July. 1916. ~s a city o~ the sixth olass. 
~o l'opuls:.tion at present is esti'!llated at twelve hundred. ~e 

ve.l1ey is r&:pid.ly developing into a rich alfaJ.f8. and. cott.on 
raising district. water fo:: irrigation being e'bte.1ned frotl 

the Colera.d.o Eiver. The City e'! Blythe give-s prespects o:! 
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ztOMY end rapid. growth in populc.tio!l and. Co rapid. dovelopment 

along i~dustrial linee. In August of 1916 the Col1forniaSouth-

ern Railway completed. its line connecting Bl7tlle with ~.aeS&lt8. 
~e at Blythe Junction, and sinco that time a mne~ more rapid 

growth has oocurred than previouely. 

During the past yee.r o.l'plieant has me.d.o in'7estige..-
tion to determ1ne the advis~bi11ty of constructing an electric 

system in Blythe. Following the increa2ed growth gubse~uent 

to tho completion of the ~~ilroad., the eompany h~$ Seen fit 

to authorize the construetion of ~ local ~l~t. 

~e transmi2sion linea of a~~lieant and its associate 
~ .. 

companies are approximately ninot7 miles from Blythe and no 

business is at presen~ to oe obtained which would juatitY·ex-

tend.ing the transmiesion lines to Blythe: J although. min1%lg s.c-

t1vitios ~y later devel~p in tho intervening territory sut-
f1cient tojuetify this extension. 

Applicant plans the installation of a local genora--

ting plant of seventy-five kilowatt ca~acit~ to meet the im-

mediate requiremonts. At tho time of the hosring di3tr1bu~ion 

lines haa been conetructed to servo ~racticsll~ the ontir& 
and 

town! the e~i:c.e was on the care at :Blythe. Mr. E. :B. Criddle, 

General Agent for a~~licant, estimated that service could be 

rendered ~1thin three weeks to a month. A~p11eent hsd obts1ned 
re~ueet from seventy-two prospective customors and it i3 ee-. 
timatod the revonue for. the first year v~ll be from ~~ee thou-
sand. to five thoueand. doll~e. At d.ate of hearing there had· 

bee:l :l.ctuaJ.:I.y expend.ed Ten Thousand Two R'tIndred ($10,200.) 

Dollars ~d there wee authorized an e~end.1ture of ~enty ~ou

send ($20,000.) Dollars to serve Blrthe snd vioin1t~. 



~e ac~~l rates ~o be charged for service in Blrthe 

have not been d.efinitoly determined. upon except tho.t the top 

rate for lighting will be twelve conts per kilowatt hour and 

tho mi:li~ One Dollar and 50/100 ($l.SO)per month for lighting 

and :Wo Dollars an~ SO/lOO ($2.50) for cooking. ~th 1ight1:g 

and power ratos Will be block schedules. 

~o company hopes to secure sufficie~t power buz1ness 

to ~u8tif~ giving e twonty-four hour service. though at tho 

st~t only lighting s~rvice ~y be ~:pplied, although it is tho 

21m to supply continuous service. ~o ~ake it &'romuneretivo .. ly 
projoct, ~pplicsnt Will have to intensi~~/dev0loP tho territory. 

I 

A representative of the City of Bl~ho urged &t the 

hearing that ZAO Southern Sierras Power Company be gr~ted ~e 

right to serve. 
Applieent obtained s blanket frsnchisettnder the 

:3roughton Act from tho County of ?'ivorsid.e by Ordinance No. 10e·. 

granted the sev~nteenth day of July, 1911, for the conet:ruetion 

and operation of ~ electric systOQ. Under the req~e~nte o~ 

tho Aot work had to be comploted in threo yoarz, or by July 17, 

1914. Applicant conton~s that the in~ont o~ the three-year re-

quirement only app1ie~ to rsilroc~S. Eowever, applicant obtained 

~ second franchise from tAo Count~ of ~ver3ide by Ordinance 

No. 127 on Soptember l, 1916. No certificate of the C~mciss1on 

to exorcizo tho latt~r frenchise has boen obteined. Which is re-

cr"~red. in accord.ance With Section 50 of the Public 'titilit1ee Act. 
Z'.a.o later franchise docs not oontain the throo-year rocruiremox:.t. 

~e CitY' of Blytho was 1ncoX'l'ora.tod. in JulY', 19~6~ 

~o that the latter francbise docs not ap~lY to the territory 

included in tho incor~or~ted lim1t~. Ap~licant h~d n~t exor-

cisod the francbiee originally obtained in 1911 in that part 

of the CO'imt:y- lalown as :PaJ.o Vord.e· Valley; in fac·t at l're$en~ 
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its nearest lines are located i~ tho Coachella and Imperial 

'Volloys, which aro sopa.:ro.ted b:r naturoJ. ootmdarios frOtl. Palo 

Verde Valley and are a"roAimately fifty or ~ore miles from 

3lyt~e. Applicsnt cannot reasonably contend that it had exe~
c1sed its franchise in oastern P~ver$iae County. 

It is ou: opinion, therefore ~ that ~e. Sou"chern 
Sierras Power Co~p~y has no valid franchizo wtthin tho 1n-

corporated limits of Blytho and that betore final ordor can 

be =ade in t~ie ~ttcr a franchise must be obta1ned. The 

right to exercise said franehise obtained ,by Ord~co ~O.'127 

of tho County ot 3iverside in 30 tar as re~uired to s~rve tho ~-

ineorporated territory in Palo V~rde Valley ~ll' bo grantod. 

OEDER. ----.--

'i'A i"! SOU~:s::8P.N SIE?.F.AS ?OWW'....? C01.il?ANY having eppliod. 

to thiS Commission for an order declaring that ~ublie con-

venience and neceSSity re~u1re and will require the construc-

tion and operation of an electric production and distribution 

sys.tem in tho City of Blythe tl.r1.d o'l:r%"ounding terri tOry and 

the e7~~ciso of the rights and ~riv11egee g.r~ted it pur~t 

to a certain franchise granted to it undor Ordinance No. l21 

by t~o Bosra of Suporvieor~ of Rivorside County, 

And a publie hoe:ring haV1:lg beell held a.nd. tho Co:o.-

~seion being tully advised in tho premises, 

TEE :aAIL?..oAD C01z::.:rSS!O!~ OF TEE ST110TE OP CALIFO?NIA 

HEEEEY DEC~~S that public oonvenience and neceSSity re~u1re 

the construction and operet1on of ~ electric production and 

distribution s~stem in t~o City of Blythe and surrounding 

~erritory and tho service of olectricity to tho ~d city and 

i tei:rlhabi tante • .- ... 
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~:aE M!L?OKD CO~4.aSSION OF :"liE S:'A!:Z OF 
, 

CALIFO~IA HEREBY :iUR~EER DECLARES that, public convenience 

and neces~ity re~uire the exerciso "07 ~~e Southern Sierras 

Power Comp$nY of rights &nd privileges under a franchiee 
granted it by the Board of Supervisors of the County of 

::u versid.e 'by Ordintl.llce No .. 12'7, dated July 1. 1910, in so 

far as necessary for ~he So~~ern Sierras Power Company to 

se:::ov& with electric anergy the tminoor:porated. terri.tory in 
Palo Verde Valley surrounding the City o:f Sly-the·; provided. 

~he Southern Sierras Power Com~~y shall first ~ve filed 

with the Railroad CO~8sion a stipulation ,duly authorized 

by its Board o~ ~irectora. agreeing ~or itself. its euo-

caesors and aseigns. that they will never claim before 'tbe 

:Railroad, Commission or any other 1'ubl1c a.uthority a:a:s val't2e' 

for the rights and priVileges co~erred 'by OrdinSnoe No. 
l2'7 o! the Co~ty of ~iverside. abovere!erred to. 1n excesS 

of the actual cost thereof t~ The Southern Sierras ~ower 

Compe.~. w".o.ic:b. eo et shall be s ta. ted. in said ,e tipulat ion. 

and. shall have secured from this Col:lmission a s'IX,E)plemental 
order herein declaring t~t such stipulation. in ~or.z satis-

factor,y to this Commission. has been filed, and provided 

:fUrther: 
1. '~hat ~he Southern Sierras J?ower 

Company obtain and i11e with the 3a1lro~d Coc-
miSSion of t'J:.e sta.te o~ California. cfrsnchise 
for the construction and o~ernt1on of its 
electric system in the CitY' o:f :Blythe. 
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the said ~ne Seuther.n Siorr~s Powor Compeny tho Com-

mission Will ~~oreaftcr issue ite ordor declaring 

tba.t. :public convenienc~ ana necessity rocrUiro ·tho 

exorcise of tho same undor sueh conditions as it may , 
hereafter cpoci~. 

J)ated at San Franeisoo, California,. this I Cf.d:.. d$:r 

------------------------------, 
"'¥ •. - ~ 
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Comcliczi onorc. 


