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BEFOKE TEE RATLR0OAD COMISSION
Or THE STATE OF CALIFORIIIA.
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m the Hetter of the Application of OR { }:i\
TES SOUTEERN SIZRRAS POWER COLPAYY, \‘:ﬁ
e elect*ic_l corporation, for a cer-~
tificate of the Railroad Commiszsion )
thet the present and fature public cone- )
venience ond necescity require the con- )
etruction of am electricel line, plant )
ané system, or the extension by Appli- )
cant Compaxy to, into ard throughout )
toe City of Biythe and surrownding ter- )
ritory, Riverside County, Californie, )
0f 4ts line, plant or system and tast )
puolic convenience snd necessity require )
the exercise by Applicant Compeny of tho g
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
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right end vrivilege to ereco, construey,
operste and maintein within the ceid
City and surrownding territory & cer~
tein electrical plant and system with
noecessaery sppurtensrnces, purauant to
cortain franchise rights greatod to said
Applicent Compeny oy the Board of Supere
visors of the County of Riverside, and
now in force and owned by sald Company.

Dixon, Pottor and Jonmes, by I. B.
Potter Lor Applicant.

A. D. Bitcacock, City Attorney,
Lor City of Blythe.

James Q. Fhillips for Floyd Brown.

BY TEE COILISSIOKN.

ODPINIOXN.

In this application, filed with the Rallroad Con~-

mission April 9, 1917, THE SOUTHERY SISRRAS POWER COMRANY

rogueste certificates thaet public conveniecnce and necessity
reguire the construction and oporation of en electric plant
in the City of Blythe and vicinity and the exercize of righte
and wprivileges vuraunant to & frouchise granted to applicant

by the Comnty of Rivorzile.




| A hearing in this motter was held before Ixaminer
Tncell at Blythe on May 24, 191.7.

Ploys Brown of Elythe, Ziled epplication {2817)
with this Commission onm Merch 26, 1917, Zor aimilar vermiesion
Lo install and overate an olectric light plant in Plytke and
vicinity. MNr. Brown had ovtained s franckise Lfrom the County

of Riverside fo construct and overate an elect:ic systen in the
territory now comprising Blythe and vicinify on April 22, 1915.
At “he hearing Jemes 0. Phillips, attormey for Mr. Brown, stated
that it was Mr. Brown's belief that The Southern Sierras Rower
Company was better £itted to serve theo needs of the City of '
Blythe then Ze and that he was willing to withdraw uis appli-

cation snd any opposition 1o that company serving, provided

applicant world vay him the sum o2 Five Eundred ($500.) Dollarse

Thie smount ke stated had beon oxpended by him 17, obtaining &
franchise and preliminary orgenization and in obtaining optlons
on mechinery. The Southern Sierras Power Compeny oifered vo
pay Mr. Brown any sum wp Yo Five Hundred ($500.) Doliqrs which
thg Railroad Commission would allow %t to capitalize. Thie
question does not appear o be an issue in e Sounthern Sierras
Power Company's application. In axny event, this Commission
would not look with favor on any such cepitelizstiom.

The City of Blythe, which is located in the 2alo
Terde Velley near the castera limits oL Riversido County,

weg incorporated im July, 1916, os a city of the sixta class.
The populption at present is estimated at twelve hundred. The

velley is rapidly developing into a rick alfalfs and cotton
raiging dilstrict, water for irrigaetion being ovrained Lrom

+he Colorado River. The City of Blythe gives prospects of




2teady and rapid growih in population and & rapid dovelovment

along irdustrial linee. 1In August of 1916 the Californis Southe
. ern Rallway completed its line commecting Slytae with tho Sente
Te at Blythe Junetion, §§§“§;§gghthat time 2 much more rapid
gfowth kas occurred tasn proviously.

During the vest yeor applicant has mede in#estiga~
tion to dotermine tho advisability of constructing an electric
system in Blythe. TFollowing the increased growth subseonent
to the completion of the Reilrosd, the company has seen £it
%o authorize the comstruction of = local plant.

The tronsmizsion linee of spplicant =nd ite essociete
companies are avproximately ninety miles from Blythe and no
‘business is et present to ve obtained which would justify. ex-
tending thq transmigsion iines to Blythe, although mining sc-
tivitios nmey later develop in the intervening territory sul-
ficlient to Juestify this extension.

Applicant plens the 4installation of a locel genora--
ting plant of se;enty-five kilowatt capacity to moet the im~
mediete roquiremonts. At the time of the hoaring distridution
lines hadl beern conctructeod 10 serve practically the ontire
town/Fige engine wes on the cers at Blythe. Ir. EB. B. Criddle,
Gonersl Agent Ifor apvlicant, estimated that service could bde
rexndered within three weeks to & nonth. 4pplicent had obtained
reguest Lrom sevqnty-two prospective customers and it i3 es~
timated the revenuwo Lor the Lirst yeaxr will be from three thou=
sand $0 five thousand dollars. Ax date of hearing there had-
beexn actually expenaéa Qen Thousand Two Bundred ($10,200.)
Dollars and thore wee authorized sn oexperditure of Iwenty Thou-

send ($20,000.) Dollers to serve Blythe and vicinity.

S




The actual rates ©o bé‘éharged for service in Blythe
have not been fefinitely detormined mpon except that the top
rate for Lighting will be twelve c¢onts per kilowatt hour ard
the minimum One Doller and 50/100 ($1.50)per month for lighting
and Two Dollars snd 50/100 ($2.50) for cooking. Both lighting
end power revee will be block schedules.

Tho company hopes to secure sufficient power busiress

to Iustify giving & twonty-£Lour hour service, though at the

stert omly lighting corvice may be supplied, although it is tho

eim to supply contiruous sorvice. ‘To“makel§t & romunerstive
nrojoct, applicant will have %o inzengite/develop the terrzitory.
A representative of the City of Elythe urged £t the
nearing that The Southern Sierras Power Company be granted the
rigat vo 5E270 .
Aoplicent obtained a blanket franchise under the
Broughton Act from tho Cownty of Riverside by Ordinénce Jo. 108,
grauted the seventeonth day of July, 1911, Zox the construction
and operstion of au clectric 2ystem. TUnder the requirements of
the ot work hed to ve comploted in threo years, or dy July 17,
1914. Applicant contonds that the intont of the three-yeaxr ro-
quiremont only spylied o railrosds. However, spplicsnt obtained
- & second franchise from tae Couwnty of Riverside by Ordinancoe
¥o. 127 on Septemboer L, L9l6. Ko cortiﬁicame‘of the Conxmiszsion
to exorcize tho latior frenchise has boen obtained, which L8 re-
cuired in accordenco with Section 50 of vhe Publlc Ttilities ALct.
Treo later fLranchise éoes not contain the throo-year roquiremont.
The City of Blytho wes incorporated in July, 1916,
so that the latter franchise does not a2pply o the territory
included in tho incorporsted limits. JApplicent had not exor-
cizod “he framchise originelly obteined im 1211 in thet part
of the county kmowr es Palo Verde Valley; in fact at yresent

bo




1ts nearesat lines are located in the Coachelle axné Imperisl
Volloye, which sre soparated by znatural houndarios from Palo
Verde Valley and are aspwroximately £ifty or more miles fronm
Blythe. Avplicant canmot reszconsbly contend that 1%t had oxer-
ciged itc Lranckize in castern Fiverside County.l

It Lis our opinion, theroforo, thet The Southern
Sierraz Dower Compeny nas no valid Lreaenchiso within the in-
corporated limits of Blythe and that velfore £inal order can
be mede in tris matter a franéhise mudt be obvtalned. The
right to exercise said frunchise obtained by Ordinence No. 127
of tho County of Riverside in 20 far 2s roguired to serve the wn-

incorporated territory in Palo Vorde Valley will be grantel.

TEE SOUTHEEN SIERRAS POVER COLPANY having applied

to this Commission for an order declarinmg that public come
venience and neceseity requiro and will reguire the construc~
~%loxn and operation of an electric production and distrivution

sycten 4in tho City of Blythe and swrrownding terrivory and |
she exorcise of the righte and vrivileges greuted it purcuant
to a certain franchise granted to it mndor Ordinance No. 127
by tke Board of Suporvicors of Rivercside County,

And o public hosring heving been held smd the Conm-
niscion being fully advised in the premises,

THE RAILZOAD COLLISSION OF QEE STATE OF CALIFONIA
EEREBY DECLLNES thet public convenience and necessity reguire
the construction and overetion 0L an electric pro&uctiqn and
distrivution systenm in the City of Blytho and surrownding
torritory aud the serviée 0% olectricity to the salid city and

ita innabitants. ..




TEE RAITROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA EEREBY FURTEER DECIARES that pwblic comvenlence
and neceseity require the exercizo by Toe Southern Slerras
Power Company of rights and vrivileges under & fronchise
granted it by the Board of Suporvisors of the County of
Riverside by Ordinsnce No. 127, dated July 1, 1916, in 80
far as necessary Lor The Southern Sierras Power COmpany to
sexrve with electric enorgy the pnincorpoxate& territory in
Palo Verde Valley surrounding the City of Blytize; »rovided
e Southern Sierras Zower Company shall first nave filed
with t2e Railroad Commission & stipulstion duly anxhorized
by 4te Bosrd of Directors, agreeing for itself, its euc-
cessors and assigns, that they will never claim before the
Reilroad Commission or say other pubdlic suthority any velue
for the rights and vrivileges coﬁferred by Ordinance XNo.
127 of the Couvnty of Riverside, above referred to;'in excessg
of the actual cosv tﬁereof to The Southe?n Slierras Power
Company, Waich cost shall be stated in sald etipulation,
and saall have secured Lfrom this Commission avsupplemental
order herein declaring that'such stipulation, in form savie-
factory to this Commission, has been Liled, and prdvided
further:

1. -That The Southern Sierras Power

Company obtain and file with the Railroad Come

mission of %the State of California r franchise

for the comstruction end operation of ite

olectric system in the City of Blythe.




2. T U:;pon rocoiy?t oL saild fLranchise by
tEe seld The Somthern Sierras Powor Compsny tho Come
nission will thoreaftcr izsue {ts ordor &ecla:cing
Taat purblic convenience axnd nocessity reguire tao
exorcise of tho Samec wndor smeh conditions as i‘t nay

nereafter sSpecify.

Deted at Sen Francisco, Californis, this / %‘Cé day
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Comm4saioners.




