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Tn the Matter of tho Service of
STOCEION DERMINAL AND BASTERN Cace No. 1085.
RAILR0AD COMNPAXTY.

?. J. Diotrick, Receivor for Stockton Terninsl
snd Bustern Railroad Company

Thos. S. Louttit, for Committeo of Iinterested
bordholders.

GORTON, Commizsiozer:

ORIELIQ:

mis ic 8 procceding imstituted on the Commission™s
instietive wnder tho provicions of Section 37 of the Public
Ttilities Act %0 fnquire Into the matter of service on the
Stookton Terminel and Zastern Reilroad, complainte having beon
received that no sdequste or satisfactory service was boixng
rendered by the railrosd to the communitios tiibuxary to ite
line. The Superior Court of “an Joaguin Couniy on June 12,
1917, appointed & receiver for the promerty of the Stockton

morminel and Zestern Reilroad Compway, 2ad Mr. F. v. Dictrich,

any

GO ON PO

the duly sppointed Receiver, accepted service of the Commizsion’™s

Order instituting this investigatiozn ~nd personally appoered
ot “he nearing of this ceso and consented thet the hear;ng
proceed. L public hesring was held at Stockton on Juwwe 14,
1917. nhe matter was duly csuomitted cnd is now rosdy for deo=-

cision.

mre line of ke Stockton Cerminsl znd Eestera Reilroad

extenas from Stockton %o Bellote, o distamee of 18.5 miles,
211 in San Joaguin Cownty. It treverses £ level farning coun-

try end reaches o gravel deposit at Bellotz.




Batrons of the Company hoving complained of tTae
irrogularity of schoduled sorvice and that publiaiod sched-
ules were not beiung observed, it was found upon invesitigm-
tion,thgé the Oompény was unavle to give sorvice-accoupz of
lack of funis, that tho ome locomotive used in thoe operation
of tho freighz»service wee held by Tthe Southern Paelfic Com-
vary vpending cettlement of a ropelir bill, that. the gasoline
motor car used in connection with tho paasenger and exérezs
servico was inoperative and required extenéive reyaire and
that the only scrvice rendercd was by & cmell track automobile
carrying pessengers and light Lreight at irregulor :ntérvéls
out not operating in accordance with Tize published schedule
nor in such manner that furnisheé dependable service Lor the
vetrons of the Company.

Pigures furnished by the Stockton Terminal and
Dastern Rsilroed for the six months period ending December
31, 1916, (tre last record available) iﬁ&icate that the
total revenuwe dorived from operation wes the sum of 39,266.40
and the oporating cxpenses amounted to $13,989.33, resulting
in & deficit of $4,722.93 to vhickh delicit should de added
items of taxes in amount $521.70, intercst on funded dedt in
apount $2,518.00, interest on unfunded debt in amount $90.00,
and khire of equipment in amount $110.70, making = total defic-
1t of 87,963.33.

The rovenue derived fLrom passzenger oporation for this
six montns veriod was in amount $1,193.85, made up of $727.00

passengor revemmeo, $384.17 wail revenuwe and $82.68 exypress

revenune. As the passzenger traffic has lsrgely beem lost 1o

this railroad and iz now deing careld fLor by automobvile etagég

and privately owned machines and as the malil revenue is no
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longer availsble, other method of mail carriage belng pro-
vided by the 2ost 0ffice Devariment, it doas not appear ad-
visable %o continue rassonger operation under present ¢on~
ditiops, end I recommend that the Receiver be authorized to
diccontinue all pvassenger train operation.

L8 rogarde freight operation the communities gerved
by this reilroad are dependent upon it for tke movement of
their crove snd at the hearing of this case ranchefs apnd fruit
growers stated that there were approximately eight thomsand
tons of green fruit tridutary to tho railroad ell of which
would move during the coming' crop season. Bractically skl thls
syutt 13 intended for shipment to canzeries and if not shipped
over the line of the Stockton Terminal and Eactern Railroad
would have to be haunled by wagons or autoftiucks t0 the zta-
~ion of Poters on the line of  the Southern Rsclfic Compony oT
+o Stockton for shipment. This haul wounld increase‘the cost
of markeving snd. by reason of the rough roads would mateoriel-
1y damage the 2yuit and rosult in s further loss.

Some of the Pruit shippers expressed & willingness
+o sdvence o the railrosd ap amount equivalent to onme-half

of the ectimated froight charges on their shipments To ensure

the operation of the line Lor the movement of tho present

ceason’'s Crope.

Teavy grain crope sre ready for harvest and will
contridute a substantial tonnage for carlosd moveﬁent and
several carlosds of beans will offer fLor movement during the
£all monihs.

It ig my opinion, end I taerofore rocommend, that
the Stockton Terminal and Esctern Reilroed ve reguired %o
operate & 4aily freight gervice for carload buciness only

and contimue suwch operation £or such poriod as the revenwe

Se




derived therefrom shall equal the cost of oworation, snd

that when suck freight operstion is not productive of'suf-
Licient revenue to defray the expense of operationvtha
Company should apply to this Commiasion for vermission %o
suspond operation uatil such time as traffic condisions shall
Justify 1its re-estavlisizment.

| The Commission dosires to direct the etiention of
the Receiver of the Stocktorn Terminsl and Eastern Railroaa‘
Company and oL thé patrona of the Comveny who desire the
corntinuance of Lreight sefvico t0 The prezent condition of
vae Track snd roadbed. Teeds énd grags have been vermitted
to grow ou the track and right of may, and these are now &xry
and comstitute s menace 0 gdfoining property as regards fire.
Before the linc can bo operated Lor :reight ahxpmgnts by use
0L an o0il burning locomotive the dry weeds andlsrass will re~
quire to be romoved, and it 1s suggested that shivpors and
propervy ownerc adjoining the right of way of the railroad
co-overate with the Recoiver inm the matter of‘elimiﬁaﬁing

the fire nazard cauged by vae precenco of the 4xry weelds and
g£rass.

I suggest the Xollowing oxrder:

CRDER.

This Commission having instituted a proceeding on

its own motion reoauiring an investization into the matter

of service om the line of the Stocktorn Norminsl and Eestern

Pailroed Company, & vublic hearing having been hold, and the
tter naving been duly submitted and tho Commission being.

fully advisedld ,-=- . . -




IT IS BEZEBY ORDZZED that the Receivor of the
provexrty of the Stockton Terminal and Bastern Railroad
Ccupany be, and he hereby is, authorized to discontinue
the oporstion of all passenger traim service until the

vaer oxder of this Commission; and

IT IS ®URDEER OZDERED that a rogular froight
service, Lor csrload saivmente only, be eatablicshed and
overated dally uwntil the c¢loze of the vresent crop season,
and that application bé‘made to This Commissior for sus-
vension ¢0f such service when traffic conditions do not
werrent ite continnance. Ct ,

The Commission resorves the right to meke such
other and Lurther oxders in this proceecding a3 may to it
gppeer right and »roper or necessary for the public con-

venlence.

The foregoing opinion and order are hercdby ap=-
proved and orxrdored f£iled as the opinion and oxder of the

Railroed Commiscion of the State of Californis.

Dated at San Frauncisco, Californis, This ZY Zﬁ‘
day of June, 1917.
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