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The City of Palo Llto, &
manicipal corporation,
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The Southern Pacific Company
& corporation,
defendant.
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GORDON, Commissionex.

City of Palo Alte alleges in this complaint tast a
spur track of the Southerr Pacific Company which crosses University
Avenue Extonsion constitutes a menace; that it is dangerous to
the safety of the public traveling oz thp kighway; and that it
adds to theo congestion on the highway, and at times completely
blocks travel. The Southern Pacific Company denies taese alle-~
gations and & public hearing was held on lMay 2L, 1917.

The. spur tracl against which this complaint 1is directed
ic spproximetely one hundred and eighty feet zouth of the main

line track of the Southern Pacific Company, where 1t crosses the

extension of Tniversity Avenuve. It liec on the southerly bvorder

of the station reservation of the Southern Pacific Company and
18 used principelly as a storage track Lfor cars during swiltch-

ing operations in and around the station grounds at Pdlo Alto.
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Witnesses for the complainant testified tnet at leust one mccident

had taken place st the spur track erossing; and several witnesses
testified that they had suffered delays, more or lLess in extent,

on acecount of 1ite operation.

University Avenue divides the station regervation of thre
Sounthern Pacific into two parts. That portion lying west of the
gtroaet 43 without trackagoe, except for the spur ¢rack in q:a.ea-tion.'
I:.‘." the Commission should oxder this track teken up the Southern
Paclfic Compény wonld be deprived of the uwse of a portion of its
station grouﬁds gbout oight hundred foot lorng axnd one hundred and
ity feot wide; and I am by no means conviaced that the danger
and delays to the public using the highway are grea.ti enough to
require the Commission 0 make ax order such as the City seoks.

The crossing can, in tho Lirst pla.oe,'-bé protected by
gates at an ezpeiditu:e estimated to be $750. It does nmot seem
to me, however. in view 0f the meny main line crossinge on the
Southern Pacific lines ixn Californis which are absolutely without
protection, that suck an expenditure would be Justified for &
erossing uwsed possibly three times o week and then at slow speed.
T bolieve, Zor the present, that if the Southern Pacific Compsny
will stop all trains before crossing the street and will not pro-
cood uwntil proper signals have been given by a Llagman employed
2or this purpose, or & trainmmen acting as & flagoen, tao Cross-
ing w411l be amply protected. As far as delays are concernmed, the
matter doe3 not appear to be o great lmportance. Some delays,
02 course, are o be expected, aund the Railroad COmpol,rv ¢can
provide that they do not become excessive.

It devoloped at the hearing that the City of Palo Alto
iz mekizng plans which wLll eveniuwally lead to the separetion of

grades at University Avenme as well ss at other streets in the

city. Whex these Plane are complete they may involve the re&rrangement
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of many tracks of the Rallroad Compasny and it seems t0 me 1nad~
viseble, irrespective of the merits of thiz mrticular case, 0
take steps at this time wich mjr possibly prove ¥0 be an em-

barrassment whex the larger schome is coneldered.

L public hearing having beem held in this matter; and
1t sppearing, Lor reasons set forth in the Loregoing opinion,
that Southern Pacific Company shouwld stop itc traine and ﬂeig
them scross University Avomue but that mo order shouldd be made
requiring the removal of the spur track at this time;

17 IS EERRBY ORDZRZD, That Southern Pacific Company be
and hereby ic ordered to atop and flag all trains on thls spuxr
track acroes Ualversity Avenue.

IT IS ESREBY FURTEER ORDERED that, as to other matiers,
thie case be and the same is herebdy dismissed..'

Deted at San Prancisco, California, tis /4 d‘d.a.y
of Jume, 1917.

Commi s3ionexs.




