Decision No. \./ ’U@HMA&

BEFORE THE RAILR0AD COMMISSION OF THZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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In the nmatter of the application )

0% W. B.- AMBROSE, Lessee of ILockes ) -

Varehouge, for vermission to in- ; Applicetion No. 32068.
)

35

croase his storage rates on osats,
weeat, barley, corn and votatoes.

-——

7. B. ADbBroSe in propria persons.

BY TEE COMKISSION:

W. 2. Anbrose, Lescgs of "Locke's Ware-
house™, at Lockeford, San Joaquin County, applies for in-
crease in warehouce rates on grain and poitatoee which are now
25¢ per month for three montks, or 75¢ for the entire sesson,
June 18t %o liay S1st following. The rate requested is 504
for two monthe or less and $1.00/;1%§e then two montas, or for
the seasgon. Che principal Jjustification offered for the increase
gsought is alleged loss suffered under the old 25¢ rate for stor-

nge of one month or less, and increase in the cost of lador.

A public heering upon the application was conducted by Examiner

Testover at Lockeford.

The warehouse is a one story brick struc-
ture 60x210, belonging to Mrs. B. X. Locke, for which applicant ‘

rays & reatal of $Z5 per month. Ee has occupied it and used \.

it as g warehouse since 1884 or 1885 with the exception of one
Year. Until about five years ago he paid & rental of $10 per

montk. The warehouse business is conducted by applicant in




conxection with his general store. In times of need labor
for the warehouse ls supplemented by that at the store and vice
versa. ZPatrome in attendance testified to the excellent ser-
vice rendered by spplicant. One patron objected to the in~-
croase in rate from 75¢ to $1.00 for the season, dut thought
the minimum charge of 50¢ per ton for two monthe or less Justh
fied. EHe however never stored for less than two monthe.
The same patron presented estimates of cost of labdbor indi-
cating 8 total cost of 35¢ per ton for receiving, weighing,
viling and delivering in lerge quantifties. Applican?t con-
giders this estimate far too iow; Applicant has had sbout
3 patrons during the past yea&. 0L these 16 signed a state-~
xent saying they did not'object to the increase in rates
soungat.

A considerable part of the grain stored lhas
Loretofore been removed during the first month's storage,
the amount depending, 0f course, upon market conditions. Gross
revenue for the last three seasons and tre quantities étorod
Zor more than two months, and therefore paying the 75¢ rate for
the season, and that stored Lor shorter periods and paying thae

lower rates, appears in the following tadle:

Ore momth 25 rate Two xmonths 507 rate Tﬁige months or more Gross
75¢ rate Revenue
Coxs Amount  Tons  Amount Tons Amouxnt
1914 277 £$69.25 B7  $28.50 1852 £1289.00 $1486.75
1916 269 67.2% B2 26.00 1061 795175 889,00
1916 632 158.00 270  135.00 654 490,50 783.50
1178 $294,50  B79 5$189.50 3567 £2675.25 $3159.26

It appears that applicant has f£or years made

as often as requested small deliveries of grain, frequently
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only & few bage at & time. Ko extrs charge has heen made Lor
thege deliveriles on reteil sales. Cho coct of thié particnlar

gervice could not be shown.

The cost of onerating the warehouse or of
Landling and 8toring gralin in the ususal way could not be showmm
Witk sccuracy. s no weparate set of books has been kept. The
SRR SR g B g
0% the general store./ Genmerally two men, & Yoy snd & horse
are employed at the warekouse f£or about three months of tﬁo
geason; with two or three £24ditional mexn fLrom time to tine &s
needed. ILast year truckers and pilers received $2.50 per day
and this year nilers sre yaid $3.00 per day.

Estimates of the cost of operation hased
upon the testimony indicate that the average storage of the
last three years . . 8t .. - the rates requested,will produce
& net return of less thon 340 per month %o cover nensgenont

and overhead expenses.

We Be AMBROSE having applied to the Rail-

road Commigsion for suthority to increase warehouse rates on
grain and potatoes, and a public hearing having been held there-
on end the matter being now ready fLor determination,

IT IS EZERERY FOUND AS A FACT that the
rates heretofore charged by 'applicant are non-compensg?ory
and unreasonable rand that the rates ﬁereinafter provided are
fair and reasonable rates, and basing its conclusions wupon
the above findings of fact and upon the findings conltained in
the opinion which precedes this order,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that W. B. Ambrose




+

be and he is authorized and empowered to charge snd collect
iomediately after £iling with the Commission schedulc Or
tarifs thereof, the ZLollowing rates for storage of grain and
potatoes in whet is known as Lockes Warehouse at Lockeford,

San Josquin Cowaty, %0 wit:-

For two months or less 50¢ por ton.

Por more than two months or for the season June lst to May
31st following, $1.00 per %on.

The collection of shove rates shall be con-
ditioned uvon the rendering of fLirst~-class scervice in receiving,

weighing, piling, carrying in storege, resacking, Losding Iin%e

cars, and such other service as 1t is customery for warehousemen

similarly situated to rexnder.

ot

Dated at San Francisco, Califorais, this oX/—
dsy of Auvgust, 1917.

COommLS8.10060r8,.




