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- Willlam S. Butoher, foxr City of Calexico,
George D. Squires, for Southern Zacific Company.

GORDON, Commissloner,
CPINIONXN

In tbis complaint the City of Calexico statas that neex
a eroesing of the Southern Pacific Company on Second Street the
railroad company maintains a roundbouse to and from which exngines
pass with such frequency &8s to endenger end imperil the safety
of the lives of the public using Second Street, and that the
grades of approach of the crossing itself are steep and difficult.
The complainant asks the Commission to order the railrosd company
%0 construct at its own expense ar overhead cxossing of Second
Street o the City caxn ixprove the grade ix accordance with plans
contemplated, whick are outlined in the complaint. In 1ts answer
the railroad company denies that the crossing is dangerous and
that an wadergrale croesing is needed, A public hearing was hold
wpon this complaint on April 2 at Calexico.

Second Street runs apyroximetely east and west through
the City of Calexico and is the principal thoroughfare reaching
the 8ity from the west. New River 1ls west of the tracks, four in
pumber, end the dridge which the City proposes to erect over this




river will be, compared to the rallroad, at such a low elevation

that from that side a grade separation could readily be made.

Zast of the tracks, however, the grade of the street is practical-
1y level with the grade of the tracks and it extends level for
some distance easterly. Imperisl Avemue, & north and south
street, interasectes Second Street ahout 220 fLeet east of the cross-
ing of Secornd Street with the easterly track of the railroad com~
pany, and this distance mececsarily governs the length of the
approach which can be bullt on that side. The plap of the City
for a subway shows & grade east of the track of 64 per cent.

While I am slwaye in sympathy with any' commmnity which.
seesks to rid itself of its grade crossings, I 4o not believe that
the relief a.ekéa for by the City of Calexico should be éranted at
this time. As the grade crossing exists It is dangerouns beyond a
doubt. The traffic on the roald, consisting to a large extent of
4 and ,.6nhorso. teaps during the shipping sesson, is heavy: the
grade of approach on the weat, as the City states, is steep; the
tracks are used more or less coantinuously during certain periods
oL the day Loxr switching; and the proximity of the facilities
for caring foxr the engines, results in the tracks adjacent to the
¢rossing beirng occupled nesrly all the time by engines, the exhaust
stean from waich frightens teams at the crossing.

Thexe are two wayes of lmproviag these conditions. The
firet ie by separating grades and the second is by removing the
engine facilities. The principal odjection to separating grades,
slong the lines proposed by the City, is that the grade to the
east will be 80 steep that, in the opinion of many of the
ranchers who testified, it will be difficult to use with a heavy
load: and to construct even the chespest kind of grade separation,
that ig a timber structuare which would be more or less temporary,

1t would be neceseary for some 3%,500. to be expended, while if &
pormanent bridge were bullt the amount would be inoreased o
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$15,000. It was suggested that if the railrosd company would
eliminate one or two of the tracks now &rossing Second Street and
move its main line t0 the west, the dimtance between Inxporial
Avenne anfd the tracke womld be increased % such an extent that a
lighter grade of approach could be made. Since the hearing the
Sonthern Paclfic Company has submitted plamns for such a change,
the cost of which wonld be smome $2,800, an expemse which would be

additional to the figures given above for the cost of tﬁe separa~

tion itself. This additional expense, however, wounld emadble the
grade to be lightened only to 5 per cent and the rearrengement of
the tracks would sexriously cxamp the facilitiles of the railrosd

company, & feature which is undesirable bdoth .from the viewpoint
of the railrond =nd the City.

The superintenlent of the rallroad company testified
that it was the intention of the company To remove the engine
facilities from Second Street in the near future, regardliess of
the ocutcome of this case. When that iz done engines will no
longer stand nesr the oroseing and the train movements over it
will amount to the passage of one train each way per day together
witk switching incident 10 caring for the work in the yard, which
will not exceed four hours per day.

I am Inclined to think thet if it were possidble to
secure & grade of approach on the east of 3% or 4 per cent, whick
I believe should be the maximum grade on & street which is now
snd for many years will be the principsl street to the City of
Celexico from 2 heavily producing asgriculiural country, the money
neceseary to secure o grade separation would msake coumensurate
returne at once to both the Clty and the rallroad company. Iut
undeor existing circumstances, I do not believe the ra.il‘r:oa&.
company should e xequired to assume & portion of the expense
of this grade separation until the need for a separation is

detormined after s resdjustment of the exngine facilities, and
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until a plan has been worked out that will permit of grades of
approach which are not excessive. If the relief the City of
Calexico geeks to mecure 1s not obtained by the change, it will
at least place no obstacles in the way of a seperation of grades
in the future.

I ha ve no doudbt that grade sepsaration will eventually

take place at or near the present croessing on Second Street. If
the preaexnt Second Street were abandored and a2 new street opened
unidway between Tnird and Second, it seeme prodable that 2 4 per
cent grade, or less, could be secured, and by coustructing the
approaches on the east along curved lines to both Third and
Second Streets, much of the congestion which would mundoubtedly
teke plece if the approsches led 0 Second Street alome wowld
be avoided. An objection to thils plan lies in the fact that
some private property would have to be secured which would add
coneiderably to the cost of the projecte. Thie scheme has
possibilivies, however, which .the City of Calexico skould study.
Feeling, 88 I 4o, that the present plan will not give Calexico
the relief it wishes, I am unwilling to recommend the congtruc~
tion of & subway. After the engine facilities have been removed,
if the situnation is not safe and satisfactory there will be no
reason why further studies canmot dbe made dy the City and this
coxpleint rerewed.

I recommend the following form of ordexr:

ORDEER

The City of Calexico having complained of the condition
of the cressing of Second Street with the tracke of Southern Pac-
ific Compeny; and & pudblic hearing hawving been held; and it ap~
pearing, for reasons set forth Iin the foregoing opinfion, that a
grade separation skhouwid not bDe ordered by the Commission at
this time;




IT IS HEREEBY omm. That thils case be and the smme
hereby is diemissed without prejudice.

The foregoing opinfon and order are hereby aprroved and
ordexred filed as the opinion and order of the Reilroad Cormission
of the State of Califoranla.

Dated at Sax Francisco, Califormis, this _A/..:"‘-é day
of August, 1917.




