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EZ®ORE THE RAILROAD COMUISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIX.
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CITY OF SAN JOSE,

53}{10 N ucisios(]

Complairnant, _
VB Case No. 1lll4.
SOUTEERN PACIRIC COMPANY,
| Defendant.

Rarl Lamb and Thomas H. Reed, for City of San Jose

George D. Squires, for Southern Pacifioc COmpa.ny.
GORDON, Commigeioner,

OPIXNIONJN.

Eifth Street with the Niles line of the Southern Pacific Company

ig bedly obscured: that Pifth Street is a paved streeot cérrying
considersble traffic: that the oroésiﬁg 1s without protection other
than the usual croesing sign and is oonsequently dangerous to
traffic. Complainant asks the Rallroad Commiscion to order the
installation of a human flagman or such-other protestion ‘as the
Commission deems necessarys. The Railroad Compeny in its reply de-~
niez the necassity of ma.izita.ining a humen flagman but says it is’
willing to install an a.u.'tomatic flagman signal. A public hearing
wag held on this application on Auvguast 24..1:h.

North Fifth Street is & wide paved street, devoted 1o res-
idential purposes,' which is intersected at an scute angle by the
Southern Pacific Comparny's track.. The corners of the intersections
of the atreot are, as aileged., built up 50 that drivers of vehicles
and others approaching tho track can socure no view of trains coming
from eitherdirection. The railroad company admitted the orossing
was dangerous and the only matter in dispute i1s the method by which

the orossing shall be protected.

EEr e
ADO




The traffic over this c¢romsing hardly Wwarrants a human
ﬂaa;na.n during twelve hours of the day, and it is certainly not
heavy enough 0 necessitate the installation of the two shifts of
Llagmen which would be required to protect it during the entire
twenty-four hours. There is but one track here which has very
1ittle switching, and wnder these conditions an a.utoma.'i;:to flagman,
on duty a.il the time, is ungquestionadly the best method of protection
when the cost is also teken into comsideration. |

Two methods of locating these devices have heen discussed.:
The railroad company desires to install the flagman in the center
of the street while the city has suggested two fLlagmen to e
located on either side of the crossing at or near the curd lines.
On accomnt of the trees which line both sides of the street two
flagmen at the ourd lines wowld not afford as eafe protection as
one flagman in the center ¢f the atreet, dut the city o_bjecta to
such an installation on two grounds; first, that it would be dan-~

gorous to highway traffic and second, thet it would be wnsightly and

out of harmony with the surrowndings. .

The center of the street is unquestionabdly the logical place
for the inastallation of the flagman If these obJections can e ro-
roved, 28 I think they can be. The center of the street throughout
its length is parked in several places; near the railroad crossing
the curd of the park to the north is eighty feet from the track and
on the south side the nearect curbdb is seventy-gseven feet. If an
automatic flagman were installed in the center of the street as
close to the railroad a8 possibdle, surrounded dy a concrete curbd,
and paﬂ:ed in a ma:dner to conform to the parking of the rest of the
street, vehicle traffic would be no more in danger of ruwaning into
tae 2lagman than it now is of ruaning over the other parking vlaces,
and the flagman and the perk surrounding it would conform in
appearance to the rest of the streot.
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I believe this should be doxze, especially zince the

‘cost of the cu;:b:!.ng and pquin.g will be trifling. The Lflagman
should be lighted at might end & red 1ight showld show in both
directions along the street wkhen trains are approaching the crossing.
The city kae offered to keep the grasc trimmed in the plot
surrownding the flagman and 1t will probably &esire to install &
sinilar parking place on the opposite cide of the track afier this
installation is made by the Southexrn Pacific Company.

T recommend the following form of order:-

ORDER

CITY OF SAN JOSE having complained of the orossing of
North Pifth Street by the track of Southerm Pacifio Conpany, and
8 publi‘c hearing having beon hold, and it appearing that this crossing
ic dangerous apd should de protected by an automatic mgma.n,\

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that Souwthern Pacific Company be and
. 4t. .. hereby is ordered to install, at 1ts own expense, throe

months h:Erom the date of this order, ex sutomatic flagmen for the
protection of this crossing,in the center of the highway; ‘the Zlag-
man to be surrounded by a sultabdble curdb and park to protect vehicles
from rupming into it and to conform to the improvemonts‘ on Noxrth
P{ftr Stroet, im accordance with a plan which shall Dbe gubmitted in
advance to the Railroad Commission and, approved by it.

The Commission reserves the right to make such Lfurthex
orders relative to the protection of this orossing &8 to it nay seen

right and proper.




The Zoregoing opimion and order sre heredy approved
and ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Railroad
Comnission of the State of California.

Deted st San Francisco, Celifornmia, this Q;f_j‘ﬂ;diaay
of August, 1917.

Conmisaioners.




