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In this oompl&1nt it is alleged that the cro eeing of North 

Fifth Stroet With the .N110s line of the SOuthorn Paoifi0 Co~ 
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18 badly obscured; that Fifth Street is a. pa.ved street oarmng 

considerable traffio; that the orossing is, without proteotion other 

than the u8U&l orossing Sign and 18 oonsequently 4&:agero't18 to 

tl"atf10. Compla.1.llallt asks the :&a.1ll"oad Commission to order tho 

inStallation of a. h~ ~agman or' 8uoh~other prote~t1on as the 

Commission de~s neoessary. r.ne Railroad Co~~ in its rep17 do

niea the nocessity of maintaining s. huma.n flagman but ~s 1 t 1e.· 

willing to 1nst8J.l an e.utomt1e flagman sigllSJ.. A public. hearing 

wa.s hold on this application on August 24th. 

Borth Fifth Street is a wide paved street. devoted to 1"08-

1de:c.tia;1 purposes. Which is 1nterseoted at an aoute angle b7 the 

Southon Pa.oifio Com~' 8 traok~·. ~e oorners of tho 1nterseot10ns. 

of the streot are. as alleged. built up so that drivers of vehicles 

and others approaching th& t:raok ea.n SOO'Q.%'6 no 'V'iew o~ tra1ns oom1%2g 

from ',ei ther direction. ~e :ra.1lroa.d oompany s.dm1 tted the oro8siug 

we.3 dangerous and the only me. tter in dispute is the method by Which 

the orossing Shall be proteoted. 



~e tra.!fic over thia cro SSing hardly wa.rra.nta a. htmlall 

:ns.gma.n during twelve hours of the day. and. it is certa.1%lly not 

heav,y enough to necossitate the installation o~ the two sn1fts o~ 

:f'l&gmen which would be %,,$qu1red. to protect it during the entire 

twenty-four ho':ll"s. ~ere is bu.t one t:rs.ck here which has ver:! 

little eW1tch1ng. ana under these oond1tions an :l.utoma.t:tc ~e;nan., 

on duty all the time. is unci:ueat1onably the best method. of pro~ct1on 

when the GOst is also taken into oons1derat1on. 

~o method.s of loea.ting these devices hs.ve been discussed..' 

The railroa.d com:pa.x:Iy desires to install the !la.gman 111 the center 

of the street while the city has suggested two :c.agmen to ~ 

loca.ted on either side of the crossing a.t or near tho curb l1nes. 

On account of the trees which line both sides of the street two 

flagmen at the curb· lines wo~d not ~ford as ~e protection as 

Olle flagms.n in the center of the stre&t" bu.t the city objects to 

su.ch an i:c.sta.J.l& t10n on two grounds.; first. the. t 1 t would be dan

gerous to highway traffic and second.. that it would be unsightly and 

out of harmony W1 th the surroUDd1ngs. 

1lle center of the street is unquest1ona.bly the logical place 

for the 1nStallation of the flagman if these objeotions oan be re

mo'V'ed" 8.8 I think they can be. The center of the street throughout 

its length is pa.rked. in several places; near the railroad orossing 

the curb of the :park to the north is eighty :teet from the track and 

on the south s1de the nearest curb is sevent~-seven ~eet. If an 

automs.t1c :nagm.a.n were installed in the oenter 0'1: the street a.8 

"close to the railroad as pOSSible, surrounded by e. ooncrete ourb, 

and parked. in a ma:cner to coIl:torm to the parking of the rest of the 

street. vehiole traff1c would. be no more in da.nger of rann1ng into 

the :ne.gman than 1 t now 18 of :rw::m1ng o'V'er the other parking places, 

and. tho :o.agman and the pe.rk surrounding 1 t wo illd conform in 

appearance to the rest of the street. 
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I believe this shoula. be done. -espee1a.l.~y since the 

eost of the curb1nga.nd parking will be trifling. !J!b.e fJAgma.n. 

should be llghted a.t night a.nd a red light should. show 1n both 

directions along the street when trains are approaen1ng the erosa1ng. 

~e city has o~~eredto keep the grase trimmed in the plot 

surrounding the fiagman and it will proba.bly desire to 1nstsJ.l & 

s1m1lS.r parking plao& on the opp081 te side of the track atter this 

inStalls. t10n is made by the Southern ~s.eif10 Compa.~ • 

I recommend the following form of order:

o R D E 'R. _._ .... ~-
CI~Y OF &X JOSE h8.V1ng complained of th~ oro sa1ng 01: 

North li'i:rth street bY' the track o~ Southern Pacifi0 Company. a.nd 

a. public hearing having been held. and 1 t appearing that thia orossing, 

is ~geroU8 and anould be protected bY' an automatio fla~. 

I~ IS :a:EEE:BY ORDE?ZI>. that Southern Pa.oific Com:pa.~ be and 

it. " hereby is ordered to insta.ll. at its own expense. throe 

months from the date of this order, a.:t automatio :na.gman for the 

protection of this erossing!.in the center of the highway; the :tla.g

man. to be surrounded by a suitable curb and park t<> proteot vehioles: 

from l"'CUlning into it and to conform to the 1tlprovements on North 

Fifth Stroet.. in aocord.anee with a plan which sb.all be subm1tted 1%1. 

advance to the P.a.ilroad.Comm1ssion and,a.pproved "07 it. 

~he Commission reserves the right to make such further 

orders relative to the protection of this oross1ng as tG it may 8e8m 

rig4t and proper. 



The foregoing opinion and order are hereb~ approved 

and ordered tiled as the opinion and order of the Ea1lzoad 
Comm1ssion of the State of Cal1~o=nia. 

Dated Sot san Franeisoo, Cs:L1~orn1a.t this;L f#...dJJ.y 
of A.ugus.t. 1917. 
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