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Dee11Sion No. 

:SEFORE TEE RAILROAD COilCDlSSION' OF tEE ST~E OF CALIFORNIA 

Colorado. &iV'eX' Telephone Company, ) 
a. corpo.ra.tion, 

Complainant. 

VB. 

Calito~ia Southern Ra1lroad Company, 
a corporation, and, 

western Union ~elegr&ph Company, a 
corporation, 

Ca.ao No. 1005. 

Jame& O. Phillips, tor the Complainant. 

Willis I. Morri~on. tor California south~rn 
Ra.1ll"oad Company, De1"elldan t. 

~. :8. Harrington, 1"or western v~1o.n :elegr4ph 
,.' C om:pa.ny , :oe! en4an t • .. 
-

OPIE'IO'N' 

Colorado RiV'er Telephone Company, eomplainaet in thi8 pro­

ceed1~g, operates a. telephone system in the town o~ Blythe and ad­

jacent territory in River8ido County, under authority granted by the 

Ra.:ilroad CO::=136ion in its decision 110. 3435, a.pproV'e4 June 17, 1916, 

0}:)1nio%ls and Orders ot the Railroad Comm.issio:c., Vol. 10, Page 349 •. 

It also owns and opera.tes a. toll line tor long d18t,ance telephone tell 

and telegra.ph PUX'l>o:;Joz 'Oetween the town ot :Blythe and :Blythe Junction, 

pu.rchased trom Urs. .ressie :Brown under authority granted bY' the Rail­

road Commission 1:1 its decision No. 3434, a.pproved June 17, 19l6. 

Opinions and Order3 o! t~e Ra1lroad CO~8aion, Vol. 10. Page 348. 

De:rend.a.nt, Ca.l1:!'orn1a Southern Railroa.d Compc.ny, operatea a line ot 



railroad between :Blythe and. Blythe Junct1on. When eonatracting it. 

rs.11road it aleo built a telephone line bet ..... een these ;pointe 'tor ita 

own use1n the operation or its railroad 'business. 

One or the conditione a! the Co:=d3sion's order permitting 

Colorado River :elephone Company to operate a telephone 8y8~e.m re­

quired that before it sho~ld operate a toll li~e for long diet3nce 

telephono toll and telegrAph purposes 'between Blyt:!:J.e and Blythe Junc­

tion, it should first purchase from Mrs. ~eeeie Brown, under eon41-

tiona to be approved by the Commission, the toll 11ne al:>ove re!erred 

to. Complainant has complied. With this condition. subsequent to 

the purchaae of this lino, Californ1a Southern Railroad Company has 

entered into an arrangement with defendAnt, Wel3tern Union Telegra.ph 

Co:npan:r. under which the ra11roa4 company'. agent a.t :Blythe and the 

j oint agent o! California. Southern and Santa. Fe Railroads a.t Blythe 

Junction, acting ~so for the telegraph comp~y, tran8mit Western 

union Telegraph bU8i~es8 by telephone over the telephone line or the 

railroa.d company between Blythe and Blythe Junct1on. Prior to this 

arrangement, telegraphic bu,,1nees to and from :Blythe wa.s interchanged 

between compla.inant t 8 line and Weetern 'O'nion a.t Blythe Junction, but 

8inc e thi a arrangement b et~ee!l de! end-ants, telegraphic buaineea has 

been diverted to the railroad. com,any'B line. 

The eompla.1nant alleges in its compla.int tha.t its line be-

tween Blythe CLlld :Blythe Junction was purcha.aed und.er the a.ssurance 

that its buziness between these pOints would be protected, and that 

the telephone line ot detendant, California Southern Railroad Company, 

was i~tended to be used only for the business or the railroad company 

in the opors.tion or its railroa.d businese. It allegoa further that 

the divernion of telegraphic businoss to the railroad eompany's line 

will have the effect of renderi~s complainant'S line ot no value. 

The Railroad Commission is, thererore, asked to issue ita 

order requiring defendants to diBco~tinue transferring telegraph1e 
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me:ss.ng~a to- BnQ. ='rom. :s:tT..l:te: an~ Blythe: J'tmeti~ the. t. the- tel&g:t:'8.ph 

eaopsDY b&. r~~~ t~ d&liver all tel&grsph m&.ssages received at 

:B1.ythe: J'lmc:t1oI'J. for Blythe: to. C'OmplaJ:Xlal:lrt:.,. and that the: ra1Iros<t eom­

pa.%lY d1sc:ontUue: receiVing te-l6':J.'hone· or teleg.r:a:p1:x1e m(t.sse.ges at. :sl.y.the 

fOo%" all. po~~ e:x:c6p't, that :tt transm"it. I!lesaagea fo:r its. ow:z:t bu.s1n#J'S& 

~ eomplA:tn.t W'a3 hosZ.t a..t 'Blyth(!t o:t !la.l'eb. 1.6,. l.Srl' p 1»for&. 

E:lcs:m1"Il&r Re.l::ry .J.;.. EneelI,. ana. the- cue- subm.ttted With :po:rm.ssion to­

fU" "ox:te.fs. C:ou:::tSe! for eom:!,)ll!ofnsnt a.nd: cte~encI.e.ntr; he.ving s.ubse­

cr.uontJ.y WF...i.~ed: :.gem.1ss1on as: to fil~:cg o-'! br1~s,. the- m8:~-eer f.& novr 

ready for d~s1on. 

~e- dO'~enc:ants.,. reI.7-tng upon the. prOoVi.s~CTJla o-r Seet.1021 SO 

o.:! the: ?tt'bIie Ut,iillt1&s Ae:t,. wh1c!l. 3>r1or to: :tts BX!Ien~n.'t by chapter 

120,. jja'vlS o.~ !.9,I'i,. &ffect~ve: J:oJ.y- 27,. lS1.7p d1ct not 1nc:~udEt teleg:ra:ph 

cC)r,po.:re.t.1.ons $.JIICI.Ilg those: eo:z:portJ;.t1o:n& wh1c:h ar& re-q,'C:t:red. to. seek o.nd. 

O1bte.m the eutho'r1t~ o·~ the Ra1:troe.a: C01:rltC:f.esicm: to. m&k~ ~1=sr 

:tnto ~ terr.tto.r.Y.',. have taken the po,~t1on. that. ll~tb.er o,-r them: :re-
, ' 

~es: C'ot:m:rfss1on e:ll.tho~zs.t1on to- c:s:rr:r on tl; ~lt)g:re.pMe bus::tne-s3: 1::. 

the- tett:t'to1:7 wl::.1el:t eOl:%l=-le~'l'r$:rt. p~ to: OO%:"'let. D&fend:ants &¢m1't 

thet thoY' are Without authoritY' to- C:Ond1lCt a. tel.f1Phon& 'bU&1n$$s,. "out 

~ta1n. thst. tha:.v are n()~ c:on.cIuc:t1l:g and do. no"t e."t prasant :tn'tl.m.d:. 't()o 

conduct an:y sueh "ou.s!:c.esSe. ~e evidence shows enCt the feet. is. ad­

mitted that t&legr8.:Ph 1nst:r:umen.ts ana. o.pe:r:ators are: ~t. emplo~ed "0,.­
da:f'ende.nts e:1t~'le!, ~.t Blythe Qir at Blythe J'tmet1on for the 'trmlsm1a­

B1.on o~ telegra.:phie mess.ag~s over the rail.road compa:r:ry"e. Une-,. "out: 

tba t. sll. such me&se.ge-s are handle-cl. a. t. ooth of these: po1xrts en:t1:re-1.,,­

'by tele-pho:c.$. It is quite apparent the.t this. is e. tel.ephone 11:zle 

and. 1a open ted s,s such e~en thottgh 1. t mAY be ~ in 'haxld.' ,."g tel.eo­

graphic bus:tne-ss:. It e.ppee.rs tll&t its use 'for this pu:rpoS.& WltS 

e.tart.ed sube&quent to the time when the Co:m:c:tasion a.utb.o~zeCt eom-

l>ls1n ent to operate- :tn this te:r:r1tory. It fol:r.ows,. therefore .. the.1: 



defendant. Cal~orn1a Southern Railroad. Cocpany is rendering tele­

~hone service to, a portion of the public, to-wit, western Union ~ele­
e:nd 1 ts :PEL trona. 

gra.ph Coc.ps:tJ.y{ without atLthority of the Commission, in a. po::-t1on o~ 

territory heretofore served by compla1nant. 

It a~pearo under the circumstsncea that co:plsinant's pe­

tition thet defendants, California. Southern Railroad. Company and. West­

ern Union ~elesraph Company, be required to discontinue transferring 

telegraphic messages to and. !rom Blythe at Blythe J'tl%1ction, and that 

California. southern Railroa.d Company be required. to d.1econt:Lnue re­

ceiving telegraphic messages at Blythe tor trsnacis8ion to other pointa, 

exee~t that it be parm1tted. to transmit :nossagea. rela.ting to it's' own 

bU8ineS8 over its own lino, anould be granted. As to complainant'a 

prayer asking tha.t western Uni on 'r elegraph Company be required to de­

liver all telegraph messages received a.t Blythe Junction tor Blythe 

to cO::lplo.i:c.a.nt, the telegraph cO%:lpany hae stated. that telegraph serv­

ice at Blythe Junction is now available to complainant. the testi-
V 

~ny showe, however. t~t 4efen4anta' agent at ~lythe Junct10n was 

inatructed..a.:f'ter the arrangement a.bove ra:f'erred to was entered into 

by defendants. to' turn over all bUBi~e83 received at tn1a point for 

:Blythe to California. Southern Railroad Cocpany. However, the d18-

continuance by the railroad companY' o! handling this bu&ine88 should 

,a.utoma.tic&lly take care oot this ma.tter, and. an order to· this et'fect 

does not tor the ~reGent appear to be necessary. 

ORDER 

Complaint having been filed with the Ra1lroadCommieaion by 

Colorado River ~elephone Company, a corpora.tion, Complainant, vs. 

California. Southem Railroa.d Company, a. corpora.tion. and Western 'Onion 

Telegraph Company, a. corporation, De!endant&, aaking that said de!en4-

ants 'b e required to discontinue the trans:ni881on or telegra.phic bua1-
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J:e:sa over do:!endan't, Csl1:!orn1a Southern :Re.:tlrcacI C:Ompa~"8, Un& 

b.otween :Slzthe- end. :Bl~he Junction,. except t:oo.t sa1ct d&t'enctllnt.:,. .. 
c:a.ll.:ror.rua Southern Ea1lroad Com:pe~,. be· :perm1t~ to t.ransm1t 

messages rele.t1:ag to, its. own bua1neS8: over 1:ts own !.he betw.&en 

Bly,the and Blythe Jta:Let1on, and. e:. public heariDg h&V1llg been hel.~ 

allCt the. :atnlro.ad: Col:llm1ssion 'boing ~u11:v 8.p];)rts.e:ct :tn the :pr'oms:es. 

n: IS ~ O~~ the. t thee d'.&f'endants. herein,. Csl.1:!o:r:z:tt& 

Sottthe.m RaUroa.d Compeny and Wes.t&r.a. t!n1on Tolegraph COmp~,. 

d1 f:eont~e ~err1%lg telegre.ph1e messagea by telophone. to. 

and. from the t.own of ~lythe ov.er ;the- a:e~oncI8.nt, CalUo::ma:. 

SOuthem Railroad: C:Ompan:yT.s line,. betvte:en :Bl.7the and'. :Blythe: 

Junc::t1an,. and. that de:!end8.nt, Cal1:!or.tX1a Southe,rn Bs11roed Com-

~" d1&eont:tnue reee:tv1Dg telegraph1e ~zsages. at B'lSthe: 

for 'b:a.nsmias1on by telephone to. e>ther ;points; provide<! ths.t 

Cal1fo-mia. Southern :?.a.1lroad. Comp8J:l;.y,' is; ~rm1tt&d. to> trs.nsm1't 

me-ssage:s r~t.1ng to, 1 ts. own bus1n6'Sa. :met. to. thtt ~Grs.t1on ~ 

its re.1l.roact over its own :una betwe-en Bl.7'tho and J3.~he: Junction.. 

De.t.&d at San Fro.ndseo·, Cal1fornia,. th1S:~~ "',. dJJ."3' 

o:t ,Augus:t, 1.9,l7. LJ~ 
I 

.. 


