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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Colorado River Telephbone Company,
a corporation,

~70“9‘77“'0N_ uoIsioo(y

Complainant,

ve.

)
CaliZsrnia Southera Railroasd Company, Case Yo. 1005.
a corporation, and, ,

)

Western Union Telegraph Company, &
corperation,

Defendants.

James Q. Phillips, for the Complainant.

Willis I. Morrison, for Califorania Southern
Railroad Company, Defendant.

Z. B. Harrington, for Western Uaion Telegraph
_Company, Defendant.
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3Y THE COMMISSION:

0OPINTION

Colorado River Telephone Company, ¢omplainact in this pro-
ceeding, operates & telephone system iz the tom of Blythe and ad-
jacent territory in Riverside County, under authority granted by the
Radilroed Comzission im its decision No. 3435, approved June 17, 1916,
Opizions and Orders of the Railroad Commission, Vol. 190, Pags 349.

It alse oms and operates a toll line " for long diastance telephone toll
and telegraph purposes between the towa of Blythe and Blythe Junction,
purchased from Mrs. Jessie Browsn under authority granted by the Rail-
road Commission in its decision No. 3434, approved June 17, 1916,

Opinions and Orders of the Railroad Commission, Vol. 10, Page 348.

Defendant, California Southern Railroad Company, operé,tez 8 line of




railroad between Blythe and Blythe Junction. TWhen conatructing its
railroad it also built a telephone line between these points for its
own use in the opersation of its railroad dusizcss.

One of the conditions of the Cormigsion's order permitting
Colorado River Telepnone Company +0 operate a telephone system re-
quired that before it should cperate a toll lize for long distance
telephone toll and telegraph purposes beitween Blythe and Blythe Junc-
tion, it should first purchase from Mrs. Jespie Brown, under condi=-
tions to be a.pprovec.l by the Commission, ﬁb.e t0ll line above referred
to. Complainant has coﬁplied with tais condition. Subsequont to
the purchase of this line, California Southerz Rsilroad Company has
entered into an arrangement with defendant, Westernz Union Telegraph
Company, wunder which the railrosl company's agent at Blythe and the
joint agent of C'alifomia Southern and Santa Fe Railroads at Blythe
Junction, acting clso for the telegraph company, transait Western

Tnion Telegraph business by telephosne over the telephone line of the

railroad company between Blythe and Blythe Junction. Prior %o this
arrangemont,v telegraphic business to and from Blythe was interchanged
between compla.inant;s line and Western Union at Blythe Juaction, dut
since this arrangement Yetween defendanta, telegraphic busineszs has
been diverted to the railroad éompany's line. '
The complainant alleges in its complaint that its line be-
tween Blythe and Blythe Junction was purchased under the assurance
that its dbusiness between these points would be protected, a.nd that
the telephone lime of defendant, California Southern Railrosd Company,
was intended to be used only for the business of the rallroad company
in the operation of its railroad dbusiness. It alleges further that
the diversion of telegraphic business to the railroad company's line
will have the effect of rendering complainant's line of no value.

The Railroad Commission is, therefore, asked to issue i’;a
order requiring defendants to disconiinue transforring telegraphic
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messages 1o axd from Blythe and Blythe Junetian, that the telegrapk
company be rxmired to deliver all telegrayh messages recelived at
Blythe Juretion for Blythe to complainant, and that the roilroad come
PRIy &t scontinme receiving telephone or telegrampiic mecsages at Blythe
for all poiznts except thsat It transmit nessages for its vz Yusiness
over its omx privete line.

The complaint waes keaxd at Blythe ox Narch L6, 1917, before
Dxaminer Hexry L. Encell, and the cese submitted with pormission to
file bﬁe&_ﬂa. Comzsel for compleinant axnd defendante having subse=
guently weived vexmission as to £ilfng of brlefs, the matter Ls now
roady for declcion.

The do:tend:an'ts, relying upox the provisicnsz of Section 50
02 the 2ublic Wilities Act, which pricr to Its smerdment by chapter
120, Tews of 1917, effective July 27, 1917, did not fnclude telegraph
corporetions axong those corporasticone which ere required %o seek aund
cotein the sutkority of the Railroaed Comfssion 16 meke extensicny
fnte new territory, have ta;:e:n; the position that nelther of them re-—
ouires Cormiesion authorization to csxxry orx a telegrephic businessz ix
the texrritory which complafmant purports to serve. Defendants gduit
thet they are without authority to conduct a telephone duciness, dut
maintain thst they axre not conductirg and do not at present Intend to
coxduct any such business. The evidence shows and the feet Is ad-
mitted that telegraph Instrvments and operators are not em;éloyad; by
defendants eitier et Blytke or at Blythe Junetion for the tronsmig-
slon of telegrarhic messages over the railroad company's line, bdub
that 2ll such messages are hendled at both of these poin:ts ontirely
by telephons. It Ls guite a.ppa:r‘emt thet this 1s a telephone line
and iz operated ag such even thouwgh it may be used in hendlirg tele—
grephic business. It appears that Lts use for this purpose wag
gtarted subsequent to the time wken the Commigsion authorfzed come

plafnent to operate In this territory. It follovra, therefore, that




defendant, California Southern Railroad Company is rendering tele-

phone service %o a portion of the public, to-wit, Western Union Tele-
end its paitrons

graph Compeny,/ without amthority of the Commission, in a portion of

territory heretofore served by complainant.

It appears under the circumstances that complainanti's pe-
tition that defendants, Califorania Southern Railroad Compeny and West~-
erz Union Telegraph Company, be required to discontinue transferring
telegraphic messsages to and from Blythe at  3lythe Junction, and that
California Southern Railroad Company be required 10 discontinue re-
ceiving telegraphic messages at Blythe for transuission to other points,
excopt that it be permitted to tranﬁmit messages relating to its own
business over its own line, should be granted. As to complainant's
prayer asking that Western Unlon Telegraph Company be required to de-
liver all telegraph messages received at Blythe Junction for Blythe
to complainant, the telegraph company has stated that telegraph serv-
ice at Blythe ;‘J'unction is now availgble to complalinant. The testi-
mony shows, however, that defendanta' agent at Bly‘t;{ Juaction was
instructed, after the arrangement above referred to was entered into
by defendants, to turn over all business received at this poiant for
Blythe to California Southerzn Railroad Company. However, the dis-
coptinuance by the railroad company of handling this business should

automatically teke care of this matter, and an order to this eﬁ"ect

does not for the present appear o be neceasary.

ORDER
Complaint having been filed with the Railroad Commission by

Colorado River Telephons Company, a corporation, Complainant, vs.

California Southern Railroad Conpany, & corporation, and Western Union

Telegraph Company, a corporation, Defendants, asking that said defend-

ants be required to discontinue the transzission of telegraphic busi-




resy over defendant, Californis Southern Relilrced Compary®s, line

botween Blythe and Blythe Junctiocm, except that said defendant.,
Calffornie Soumtherz Reilroed Company, be permitted to trensmit
nessages rolating to ita own business over Ltg own line between
Blytke exnd Blythe Jumction, and & pudblic kearing having been held,
axd the Raflroad Commiscion being fully apprised In the promises,
IT IS FEREBY ORDERED that the defendants herelir, Cslifornis
Southern Reflroad Compeny and Western Tnion ﬂ!eleyaﬁh Compary:,
diecontizxme transferring telegraphic messages by telephone %o
and from the towx of Blythe over the defendant, Califorzie
Southern Rafilroad Company'™s line, between Blythe and Blythe
Junetioxm, and thet defendsnt, Californis Southerxn Raflroed Com-
pany, discomtinue receliving telegraphic massages st Blythe
Lox txmsxﬁiasion by telephoze to other pointsy provided that
California Southern Railroad Company is permitted to transmit
resseges relating to Lts own business snd to the oporation of
its rallrocad over its own line between Blytke and Blythe Junction.
Dated at Sanm Trancisco, California, tﬁs@ﬁ ’; a8y

of Lugust, 1917. %/ j
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