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~hi8 18 a pet1 t10n for an order extending the time for 

oompli8l:loo with the proVisions of Chnptor 499, Lan of 1911 as amend

ed by Chapter 600, Laws of 1915, referring to the oonstruction, re

construotion, ms.1ntene.noe aud use of eleotric polea, W1ro8, oable. 

and appliances. Petitioner also a8ka for an order exempting it ~om 

compliance with the provisions of Section 1 (a.) o·'! the stat'tt't$ re

ferring to horizontal clearances in so far as petitioner's telephone 

toll lines are concerned. 

A publiC haar1Xlg in t:b1s proceeding was held in San Pran

cisoo on April 24. 1917. . 
For a et&tement of the law gove~llg ;prooeedings of th1. 

character and of the pr1no1plesga1d.1Dg the :Railroad Commission mita 



, 
decisions therein. apart from the matter of exemption of telephone 

toll 11nec from the provisionG of tbe statute with re!erence to hori

zontal elear~ces, reference i~ hereby made to the decision rendered 

on September 26, 19l6. i:z:. Applica.tion No. Z222, Lon Angelel! Gas al'lc1 

Electric corp'ora.tion et a.l. For a s~atement of the law governing 

ex~tions from the provisiono of the otatute in so far a.a horizontal . 
clearances o'! telephone' toll line£:. are concerned, and o! the fa.cta ' 

bearing on such exemption, reference is hereby made to the decizion 

rend.ered. on september 30, 1916. in Applica.tion :No. 2109', The Paci!1e 

~elephon' and Telegra.ph Company et &l. peti t10ner uk. tb&t in 80 

far as the matter of exeeption from the provisions o~ section 1 (a) 

of the 6tatute. in 80 far &8 the borizontal clearances of tel~hone 

toll 1inee are concerned, its petition might be ~ecided on the evi

dence on t~a point introduced by The Paci~1c ~elephone and ~elegraph 

Company in App11ce.t1on No. 2109, 'Which reQ.uest 'Was granted.. 

Peti tioner ia eDg&ged 1:n a general tel~hone and telegraph 

bu,2ines8 tbroughout santa :Bucsra County s.nd owns and opera-tea local 

telephone exchanges in ~ddit10n to ~elephone toll linea throughout 

the' COtult:r- It purchc.sed :1 te property from Xhe Pacific ~elephone and 

Telegra.ph company, BODlO ~elephone and. ~elegra.ph Company or Santa :Sar

'be.ra. and. Home Tel~hone and Telegraph Company of santa Barbara County 

on Dececber 1, 191&. 

Petitioner represents that so tar as that portion ot ita 

property ~ch wae tor.corly owned by The Pac1~1c' ~elephone and ~ele

gra.ph Cox:.pany 1a concerned., ~he Pa.cific Compo.ny has taken every step 

~1;sBellt1&l to comp11ance 'With the intent and purpose o! the atatttU 

and has completed from 50 to 60 per cent. ot ~ch reeonatructioD as 

was necessary to comply with the statute. It represents further 

that from 30 to 40 per cent. o·f the property o~ 1ts predeceazozos. 
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:s:ome ~elephone and ~elegra:ph Company ot santa. :Barbara and. Aome Tele

phone and ~elegra:ph Company ot Santa. :Barbara. County J :r.equi:-1ng, recon

struetion to co~ly with t~e etatute. had also be~n completed :prior 

t~ t~e acqu1z1tio~ o~ the property b~ petit1oner. That B1nce peti

tioner acquired these V&riOUB pro~ert1ee, it ~8 completed. approxi-. 
mately 2 per cent. o~ the rema.1n1ns intracrt1ona. It rcprecent8 ~-

t~er that ~o take such further otep8 1mmediately as would be nece3sary 

!or eo~plete compliance with the statute would entail an exp.nd,1ture 

ot approXi:at~ly $21,000.00* exclueive ot ita tel~hone toll linea. 

and a.ske that 1 t be granted a.n extension or time to :ts:tJ.ua:ry 1, 1924» 

tor the completion ot th1e work. The 1n:C'l:ac~1onG llh1ch romain to be 

,correoted cons1st principally of the tollow1ng:

~orizontal separation at poles. 
Rpr1zontal aepar&~1on trom tore1gn polos or wires. 
Separation trom and between electric light w1=ee. 
Insulating gt,lyn. 
Ineulation ~t vertical runs on poleo. 
~e-en!orc1ng :eesenger clsm,s. 

In 80 tar as that portion or petitioner's property Y~¢h it 

&cqn1red tro~ ~he Paci!1c ~elephone and Telegraph Comp~ 1. concerned, 

the Commdssion has heretorore ren~ared its deCision. heroin4bove re

ferred -;0, srant1ng an exteneion or time to and includ.ing JUne 30,1919, 

on condition that at least one-third or the raconetruetion ~rk neces

sary to be done shall be eomplete~ o~ or berore Sune 30, 191~, at ~eaat 

two-t~rd8 on or betore June 30, 19l8, and the entire work on or betore 

June 30, 1919, inclu8~ve ot the property wtieh it then owned in Santa 

Earbara County and which ~ since been acquired b~ petit1oner. 

In GO tar as the property Which petitioner has acqu1~ed trom 

t~e Ro:e Telephone and 1'elesraph Company or Santa. B:1rOtl.l"4 and. !:rom the 

Home Tele:p~ne and Telegr&~h Company ot Santa. :sa=baro. county 13 con

Ctrned~ the Co~1a81on consonted to wit~ol4 action pending ~e out

come of nogotia.tions which were thon und~r way" looking forward to a 
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connolidation o! telephone ~ropert1eB in santa ~arbara County. 

In 80 far as the present proceedings ere concerned, the 

Commission's order herein will have reference only to that portion 

o~ peti tionert~D propertY' which it aCQ,uil'eci fro=. the two Rome compa::

ie3here1nabove referred to. 

Petitioner at the time ot: the hes.riZlg in thie procoeding 

could no~ preeent a statement segregating the total coat ot recon-

3trnetion au between the property fo~erly owned by The Pacific xele

phone and Telegraph Company and tha.t formerly owned bY' the Zome co~ 

SubseQ,uent to the hearing, however. ~etitioner baa Gubmitted 

a sta.tement covering the neee8sary recoXls.truction ot the proper~1e8 ot, 

the !or.mer Home eompnniee. T~E etatecent represents that the coat 

of recon3tructing t~~ portion o! its property, exclusive of telepbone 

toll line8, Will be $l2.747.97. ~he Commiseion's engineers have 

caretull:r examined. th1e statement and. hc.ve made an inspection on the 

ground tor the purpose of determining whether' or not the sta.tement 

reason&bly representc the cost of the necessary r~eonstruet10n.. It 

appear& trom thie inve8t1gatio~ ~hat petitioner haD included in tbie 

statement the CO&t· ot: doing cert~n work outside o! inoorporated ter

ritory. principally in the city o! Uontec1to, ~ch the statute does 

not require to be reconstructed. Xhe reconstruction thus included 

by petitioner, together ~th a. small ~ount ~eh should have been 

allowed ror salvage, amounts to· approXimately $2.500.CO, ~ch. in 

our opin10n, may properly be exeluded from the e$t~te4 total coat 

of reconstructing that ~ortion of ~etitioner'8 ~roperty not already 

included in the order of the Commission above referred to. 

~ccord.ing to the teotimony, petitioner could with its ~rea

ent torce, if the work were immediate17 undertaken and continuously 

carried. forward. complete all~ of the neces:sary reeonetruction within 



a yeu and a half. It a~pearz. theretore, that since the Commi&sion 

hac horetotore gra.ntod The Pnoi!:s.c Telephone and. Telegraph Company 811 

extension o! t~e to and including June 30, 19l9,for the completion 

ot its reconstruction, inclusive o''! the property which it then owne~ 

in Santa :Barbnra County. petitioner should be grtlnte4 & similar ex-

teneion tor the reconstruction of ite lineD, exclusive 0'£ its tele

,:phone toll li:leD. 

For the reasons stated in the deci&ion rendered on September 

30, 1916, in Ap~11cction No. Zl09, Xhe Pacific telepbone and Telegra~h 

Company et al., we are of the opinion that the petitioner herein 

should be exempted from the provieiono ot Section 1 (a) of the et&tute 

referring to ~rizontal clearances or telephone tol~ 11nes. 

'We submit the follOwing form of order: 

ORDEB 

Sant~ Earbnr& ~elephone Co=pany having applied for an order 

extending the time witbin wb1ch to co=p1y With the provision» of Chap

ter 499, La.ws of. 1911 as amended b:r Chapter 600, La'W8 or 19Jb. and 

ro~ an «xe.mption from the provisions ot said st&~uteo in 80 tar as 

horizontal ele&rancea of telephon~ toll linea are conoerned, and & 

public hearing having be~n hel~, IT IS EEREBY ORDERED &8 tolloW8:-

{l) Santa. :Barbara. zele:phoneCo~a.ny i& hereby granted an ex

~tion from the provisions ot Section 1 (&) or Chapt~ 499. Laws or 
" , 

1911 as amen~ed by Chapter 600, Lawo ot 1915. in co far a8 telephone 

toll linen are concerned. 

(2) The time w1th1n which petitioner herein obAll reco,%lstruct 

that ~ortion o~ ite existing system which wae &cquired on December 

1. 19l6. from Home Telephone and. Telegraph Comps.ny of santa. :Barbara. 

and Home Telephone and. Telegra})h COD'lIJaIlY or santa J3a:rblaa County. 80 

as to compl~ completely w1th~the provisions of Chapter 499. Laws of 
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1911 8.8 amended by Cha.pter 600, taws of 19~. &part trom horizontal 

clearances in connection with telephone toll lines, 18 hereby extended 

to and including June 30, 1919, on condition t~t at leaBt two-tbirds 

of the reconstruction work necessary to be done shall ce cocplete4 on 

or 'before June 30, 1918:, and. the entire work on or before June 30,1919-

{S) At the times herein directed, petitioner ebal~ tile ~ththe 

Railroad Commiea1on,on !o~ to be 2u~plled by the Railroad Commio.ion, 

p=ogreso r~ortB shOWing in such det~i1 ~G will be ~reDcr1bed by the 

~lroad Commiesion the extent to wh1ch the necessary reconstruction 

work bas been performed during the period covered by the report and 

aleo ~e extent to which reconstruction work remains to be done in or

der that the pro~erty will comply with the provisions ot Chapter 499. 

La.ws 00£ 1911 8.S amended by Ch.a.pter 60C, Lawa or 19~, exeept ill the 

matter of ~rizontsl clearances or telephone toll lines. 

report shall cover the period ending December 31, 1917. ~d shall be 

!iled with the RA11ro&d COmmi3$1on w1tbin ~ifteen dayG 8uboequen~ 

thereto. The succeoding reports shall cover the sueceeding 81x 

~ont~ perioda~ reepect1vely, and shall be filed on or be~ore the e~ 

p1rat1on 0: fifteen days after the te~nat1on o~ each sueeoed.1ng 

period of six months. 

(4) ~he provis1ons ot the dec1~1on rendered on APril 30, 1916. 

in Applic~t!on No. 2109. The Pacit1c T71ephone and Telegraph Company 

et al, sball govern with re!erence to the reconatruet1on work nccen

sar~ to be done in eonnoction with that portion of petitioner'e pro

pert1 vth.1e!l 'WSJJ a.oq:t1ired on December 1. 1916. from The Pa.eit'!e Zel.e

phone and ~elesra.l>'h Company, :provided. that the firSt report shoWing 

the extent to which the necesaary reconatruct1on work baa been p~

formed as providod in paragraph 3 of the dee1~ion herein reterre~ to, 

3~1 cover the periOd ending. Deeem~er 31, 1917, and shall be tiled 

with the Railroad Commjzsion within fitteen day! nu~sequent t~reto. 



and provided turther that the succeeding rcporta shall be filed in 

the :na.nner and a.t the times heretofore pro·v1ded in s3.id. l.1e01810n. 

The ro~ego1ng o~in1on and. order are hereby a~proved and 

orde~ filed &8 the o~1n1on and. order of the Rail=oad CO~1s810n or 
the state or California. 

~ 
~a.te4. a.t san Fra.nei3CO, C3.l1:f'orn1a.. tb1s 1'1 - day of 

se;pte:nbel" J 1917. 

I 
I 

Comm.1aa1onera. 


