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Decision No.__ & | o 'UU@UUWH

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF IHE STATE OF CALIFOENIA.

In the matter 0% the application of
Santa Barbars Telephone Company for
modifications as to time and condi-
tions of compliance with Chapter 600
of the Laws of the State of California,
spproved June 1, 1915, and Chapter 499
of the Laws of the State of Ca.l:!.i’ornia..
approved April 22, 1911.
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Application Xo. 2790
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Pillabury, Mamsdison & Sutro, by
E. D¢ Pillsbury and James T. Shaw
for Applicant.

Je Morgenthaler for Paclfic District
Comnecil NO.I, TeBeEeWe

GOEDON, Commisgioners
OPINION.

This is a petition for an order extending the time for
compliance witkh the provisions of Chapter 499, Laws of 193.1 as amend-
od by Chapter 600, Iaws of 1915, referring to the conafmtion. To-
conatruction, maintenance and use of electric poles, wires, cables
and appliances. rRetitioner also asks for an order exempiing It Lrom
conpliance with the provigions of Section 1 (a) of the statute re-
ferring to horizontel clearances in so far &s petitioner's teleyhone
toll linee are concerned.

A public hoaring in this proceeding was held in Jax Fran=
cisco on April 24, 1917.

Tor a statement of the law governing procesdings o2 this

character sud of the principles guiding the Railroad Commission In ‘:!.ta




decigions therein, ax;art from the matter of exemption of telephone
toll linec from the provisions of the statute witk reference 1o hori-
zontal clearances, reference it hereby made to the decision rendered
or. Septexber 26, 1916, irn Application No. 2222, Los Angeles Gas ané
Blectric Corporation et al. Tor & statement of the law governing
exerptions from the provisions of the statute in so far as horizontal
clearances of telephone toll linee are concerned, and of the facts -
bearing on such exemption, reference is hereby made to the decision
rendered on September 30, 1516, in Application No. 2109, The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company et al. Petitioner acks that in so
far as the matter of exemption from the provisions of Section 1 (a)
of the statute, in s¢ far as tke horizontal clegrances of felcphéne
toll liner are concerned, its petitior might be deciled oo the evie
dence op thie point introduced by The Pacilic Telephone and Telegraph
Company iz Applicetion No. 2109, which regquest was granted.

Patitioner ie engaged inageneral telephone and telegrapk
Puciness throughout Santa Barbara County and owns and operates local
telephone exchanges in addition to telephome toll limes throughout
the county. It purchased its property from The Pacific Telephone and
Telegraph Company, Eome Telephone and Telegreph Company of Santa Ear-
bere and Eome Telephone and Telegrapk Compeny of Santa Barbara County
on Decemver 1, 1916.

Petitioner represents that so far as tbhat portion of its
property which was formerly owned by The Pacific Telephonme and Tele-
graph Company is concerned, The Pacific Compony has taken every step
essextial to compliance with the intent and purpose of the staiute
and has completed from 50 to 60 per cect. of such reconstruction as

was necessary to comply witkh the statute. It represents furthor

that from 30 to 40 per cent. of the property o its predeceseors,
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Home Teiephone and Telegraph Company of Santa Barbara and Home Tele-

phone and Telegraph Company of Santa Barbara County, requiring recon-
struction to comply with the statute, had also been complelted prior
to tae acquisition of the property by petitioner. That since peti-
ticzer acquired these various properties, it has completed approxi-
mataely 2 per cont. 0 the r;mainins infractions. It represents fur-
ther that 40 takxe such further steps immedistely a8 would Dbe hecesaary
foxr complete compliance wita the statute would entail an expenditure
of aspproximately $21,000.00, exclusive of its telephone toll lines,
and asks that it be granted an extension of time to January 1, 1924,
for the complotion of this work. The infracitions which remain to Dbe
.corrected comsist principally of the following:e

Jorizontal separation at peoles.

Horizontal separation from foreign poles or wires.

Separation from and bhetween electric light wires.

Insulating guys.

Insulation of vertical runs on poles.

Re-onforcing messenger clampse.

In so far as that portion of petitioner's property waickh it
acquired Irom The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Coxmpany i3 concerned,
the Conmission has heretofore rendered its decislon, hereinabove ree
ferred %o, granting an extension of time to and including June 30,1919,
on condition that at least onc-third of the reconstruction work neces-
sary 0 be done shall be completald on or before June 30, 1917, at‘least
twomthirds on or hefore June 30, 1918, and the entire work on or before
June 30, 1918, inclusive of the property which it then owned in Santa
Barbara County and which has since beern acquired by petitioner.

In 60 far as the property which petitioner has acquired from
the Home Telephone and Telegraph Company of Santa Barbara and from the
Home Telephone and Telegrapz Company of Santa Barbara County i3 cone
cexrned, the Commission consented to witkhold action pending the out-

cone of nogotiations which were then undor way looking forward to a




consolidation o7 telephone properties in Santa Barbhars Countiye.
In 8o far as the present proccedings are concerned, the

Commisaionts order herein will have reference only to that portion

of petitiomerts property whick it acquired from the two Home compar-

ies kereinabove referred to.

Petitioﬁer at tke time of the hcaring'in thies proceeding
could no% present a statement segregating the total cost of recon-
struction as between the property formerly owned by The Pacific réle-
prore and Telegrapk Compony and that formerly owned by the Home com=
panies. Subsequent to the hoaring, however, petitioner has submitted
a statement covering the necessary reconsiruction of the properties of,
the former Eome companies. This statement represents that the cost |
of reconatructing thisz portion of its property, exclueive of telephone
t0ll lines, will be $12,747.97. The Commission*s engineers have
carefully exmmined this ststement and have madé an inspection on the
ground for the purpose of determinirg whkether or not the statement
resgonably represents the cost of the necessary recomsiruction. It
sppearc f{rom this investigatiozr what petitioner has included in this
statement the cost of doing certain work outsice of incorporaxod ter-
ritory, principally in the city of Xontecito, which the statute does
not require to ve recomstructed. The recomstruction thue included
by petitiomer, together with & small asmount which should have been
allowed for salvage, amounts t¢ approximately $2,500.CC, whick, ix
our opinion, may properly be excluded from the estimated total cost
of reconstructing that portion of petitionert!s property not already
incliuded in the order of the Commission above referred to.

Accordirg to the testimony, petitioner could with its pres-
ent force, if the work were immediately undertaken and contimously

carried forward, complete all- of the necessary reconstruction within
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a year and a half. It appesrs, therefore, that since the Commisgion
has heretofore granted The Pacific Telephoune and Telegraph Company am
extengion of time to and including June 30, 1919,for the completion
of its reconstruction, inclusive of the property which it ther owned
in Santa Barbara County, petitioner should dbe granted & similor ex-
tension for the reconstruction of ite lines, exclusive of its tele-

Pphone toll lines.

For the reasons stated in the decision rendered on Septexber

30, 1816, in Applicetion No. 2109, The Pacific Telepkone and Telegraph
Company et al., we arc of the opinior that the petitioner herein |
should be exempted from the provisions of Section 1 (a) 6:’ the statute
referring to horizontal clesrances of telephome toll linese

¥e pgudbtmit thé followirg form of order:

ORDER

Sants Barbara Telephone Compsny having applied for an order
extendirg the pime within which to comply with the provisions of Chap-
ter 499, Laws of 1911 as amended by Cha.pter 600, Laws of 1915, and
for an exemption from the provisions of said statutes in so far as
horizontal clearances of telephone %4oll lines are concerned, and a
public hearing having been held, IT IS EEREBY ORDERED a8 followe:w

{1} sSanta Barbara Telephone Company is hereby granted an exe
emption from the provisions of Section 1 (a) of Chapter 499, Laws of
1911 as amended by Chapter 600, Laws of 1815, in s'o far as telephone
toll lines are concerned.

(2) The time within wkich petitiozer hereir shall recomstruct
that portion of its existing system which was acquired on December
1, 1916, from Home Telephone and Telegraph Company of Santa Barbare
and Eome Telephone and Telegraph Company of Santa Bardara County, £0
as to comply completely with the provisions of Chapter 499, Laws of
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1911 as amended by Chapter 600, Laws of 1915, apart from horizoztal
clearances in connection with telephone toll lines, is heredby extended
to and including Jurne 30, 1919, on condition that at least twe-thirds
of the reconstruction work necessary t¢ be done shall be completed on
or vefore June 30, 1918, and the entire work on or bvefore June 30,1919.
(3) At the times herein directéd, petitioner shall file with the
Railroad Commiessicon,on forms to be supplied by the Railroad Commissicn,
progress reports showing in such detall as will be prescribed by the
Railroad Commission the extent to which the necessary reconstruction
work has been performed during the periocd covered by the report and
also the extent to which recomstiruction work remains 4o be done in or-
der that the property will comply with the provisions of Chapter 499,
Laws of 1911 as smended by Chopter 506, Laws of 1915, cxéept in the
matter of horizontal clearances of telephone %toll lines. The fLirst
report shall cover the period ending December 31, 1917, and sball be

Tiled with the Railroed Cormission within fifteen days subsequent

thereto. The succeeding reports shall cover the succeeding six
month periods, respcctive;y, and shall be filed on or before the ex-
piration of fifteen days after tihc termination of esach succeoeding
period of six months.

{4) The provisions of the decision rendered om April 30, 1916,
in Application No. 2109, The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company
et al, shall govern with reference to the reconstruction work ncces-
sary to be done in connoection with that portion of petitionert's proe-
perty wkich was acquired on Decexmber 1, 1916, from The Pacific Tele-
poone and Telegraph Company, »rovided that the firgt report showing
the extent to which the necessary reconsitruction work nas deen Per=
fTormeld as providgd iz Paragraph 3 of the decision herein referred to,
anell cover the period ending December 31, 1917, and shall be filed
with the Railroad Commizsion within fifteen days subsequent thereto,




and provided further that the succeeding reports shall be filed in

the manner and at the times heretofore provided in sald decision.
The forsgoing opinion and order are hereby approved and

ordemd filed as the opinion and order of tke Railroad Commission of

the State of Californiae.

L)

7
nated at San Francisco, California, this /7 — day of

September, 1917.

Commizsioneré.




