
J)ec181on lio. -----
:BEFORE THE :R.AILROAJ) CO!OOS'SIOli 

0'1 mE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

---tJOo--~ 

In the :Matter of the Applioation ) 
o~ the UXIAX GAS COMPJJr.r ~or ) 
authortt:r to' 1n<sreaae ita mOl1t'h.l:r ) 
m1niJJ1l'U!l ollar~ :!or ga. 8erv1oe ) 

J.:PPLICJ.TI C11I 
1:6. tass 

!rom 60; to $1.00 ) 

:BY THE CaooSSIOlf 

E:. C~ Giles for APplicant 
eMS. X. Uamlon t 01 t,. z.tto::n~' 

of trld.8h .. 
Mr8. C. D • .ltk1».son. PrO,te'8t-

ant, in propria pereona. 
J. F. R1l11&%d, P%oteetant, 

:tn. propria perao%l&. 

OPINION 
-~--------

In this applioation Uld.ab. Gas Compan,. reqtr.eate 

autho:r1t:r to 'increase 1 ta monthly m1n1ma.m, oharge for gaB 

servioe !rom the pr.s~t m~n1mum of sol to $1.00 per meter 

per month. 

:e:ear1nga were held in this ma. tter be'!ore Exsm1-

ner been .at 'O'ld.&b. on :an. 4th snd Jul.,. 18th. 1917. 

Appl10ant owns and opera.te. an artifioial gaa 

plant l008ted in the town o'! l1k1ah cd. 18 at present .el"Y-

1x1g approx:1matel,. 426 eonsmnera With 8.%'tificial ga.e. Gas 
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10 ma.n~a.otur.4 !rom. oil oosting $1.40 per bbl. uder an 

existing oontract. The gas plant consists of a emo.ll 
, 

art1~o1&l generating plsnt of '5,OOO~bi0 ~eet 4&117 

oapacit,., & 20,000 aa.bic ~oot 8&8 holder and a low pres­

sure 41etr1but1ol1 sl"B'tem inoluding II miles of m&11I.. 

Gas •• nice 18 lim1ted to ooo1d.Dg am ~eat1ng 
purposes 1>7 the pl'OVie1ona of applicant' 8 fX'auoh1ee. The 

,present rates tor gas charged b,. app110snt are &8 follows: 

COllsa.mpt1o:c. up to- 5,000 ca..ft. per mo. 
$1.60 per '1000 ~.~t. 

" from 5,000 to 10,000 ott.ft. per mo. " 
$1.35, per lOOOau.!t. 

" lO,OOO to 10,000 au.ft. per mo. 

" 
$l.25 :per 1000,. Ott.ft. 

of 15,000 cu.!t. end. over 
$l.15'per 1000 ~.ft. 

ABe1ettlllt Eng1U&er w. :. Eammond of the Comm1s­

s1on'lS Gas and Electric Department, 8'11br:l1 ttod & report up.. 

on the propert~ shOWing an estimated r~oduet1on ooat new, 

of $35,$.65.00. The groBe revex:ne for the 12 months .ending 

:Ma7 31, 1917 was ~9 ,102.10. The net revenue, after cor-

recting for certatn deductions and additions 1n acoordance 

With the test1mon7. was $l.190.14. This &m.o'lmte to &p-
~ox1m&tel~ 3-1/~ for interest and 4eprooi$tion ~on'the 

propert:v. In add.1t1on to the taxes paid dur1.ng the 'lear 

reported, the C0mpel17W111. 111 the :ta.ture, be requ1red to 

pay ~ fr811cl:.1se tax OD. its gross revenue thus fa.rtb.er de­

oreasing the net re~ upon the investment. 

Applicant &t· this time dOGe not request an in-
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orease o~ ita ga8 ratee except to 1noreas8 ita m1n1Mam 

charge_ It apparentl,. 'belleves that an,. increase in. the 

present rate would cause & 1088 of a large ~.r o~ oon­

aam.ra and an &O~ a..orease in net reTe~ •• 

~ e1t~ o~ Ukiah 18 looated 1n a district ~e 

wOOd for fuel purposes is relat1~.17 cheap and the oo~ 

18 11=1te4 1n its Chargee for gas service b7 oompetition 

Wi th such fa.el. Th. larsest monthly sales and revenue 

:tor the :,year en41ng Ma,. 31et. 1917 oootl%'re4 1D. the warmer 

8UlIIIXler months While the greatest :rram.ber o~, m1n~mum. 'b111e 

oocurred 1n December end JIJ:tJ.TlA~ ~ indicating that gaB 11 

used 'onlT part1al17 for oooking requirement. and but 

l1ttle or not at· all 'lor heating_ ~ average munber of 

COllBttmGre P&11ng the SO, m1n1mum during th1e pertod was 

92. Prov1de4 the asme oon4itions eont1m:ted. 172 con.-

8tlme%'a would have psi! a m:n1nmm o:f $1.00 Ullder the re­

quested moreaee. It was the op1n1on of the reJ)resct&­

tiT. of the compan7. 8UPPOrted by t.st1mon~ of protestant., 

that & conSiderable =mber of the present eOn.8'tf1n8%"8 would 

entire17 41800ntinue service 1~ the m1n:lmnm W88 inoreased 

to $1.00 per month. ~8 might be expeoted under ths 

ooXl41t1one o't use o'! gaa 1n this comnm;n:lt7_ 

Investiga.tion o'! the m1Xdmr.tm cost of aerv1ng con­

samers on thi8 oompan~'e 81st«m and certa~ ot~er e1m1)ar 

compan1es 1D. the State BOWS that said coat approx1ma:tea 

~5~ per oon~er per month. Considering this ~ct and 

the other limiting conditions inolu41ng oompetition with 
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per month 18 reasonable. 

a.R D E.R. 
-~...,. ..... -

tJ1t:1ah Gas COmpan,. ~v1xlg m,de app11ca.t:toD. to the 

~lroad Comm1s s10n tor an 1norease of 1 tit m1n1.%zmm gsa bin 

and hear1nga' ha"f'1ng been held and the matter being now 

ready for deci8ion, 

~e Ra1l%oa4 .comm1s8ion hereb,. f:lnde &8 & f&et: 

(1) ~t the m1n1nmm oharge o~ 50, :now be1ng 

made b:v tTk1ah Gas Comps.n7 18 unjust and tzm'euon­

able insofar as it differs from the cl:l&rge herem 

eatablished. 

(2) . Tllat the minimum charge of -"'61 per C0218'amer 

per month herein established 18 just and reasonable. 

:Baaing it. order upon the above :t1nd1nga of :taot 

and upon the f1n41ngs of fact: 1n the opinion preoeding tUe 

order. 

I! IS l3EPJ!!:8t ORDERED that 'O'k1eh Gas Company e8-

tabl18h and f1le W1 th the :Railroad CommisSion 021 or 'before 

.oc,:tO'bflZ:.' 20th. ,and • make effectiv. commencing with the 
November . 

month of <t#io:iJ.:r:-. a m1xt1unzm charge for sa- service of 'IS, 

per meter per month. 

Da.ted at sa:c. Francisco, Calif ornia, this eS/::!:. 
da,. of September. 19l'1. 


