Decision No. Lb é{f?...._ @RB@

BEFORE THEE RAILROLD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matiter of the enplication of
COUNRY OF CONDRA COSTA for an order
avthorizing the opening of a vublic
road In Distriet No. 1, S.D. No. 4,
across the tracks of The Atchison,
Topels and Sante Fe Raillweay Conmpany,
ee3t of Rittshurg.
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Application Yo. 2815
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In the matter of the epplication of
COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA for axn order
euthorizing thae opening of o publlic
road in Road District No. 1, 5.D. No. 4,
across the tracke o2 Sounthern Pecific
Conpany and The Atchison, Topeks &nd
Sante Te Refilwey Company, west of
2ittsdburg.
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Application No. 2816.

Iz the matter o0f the safety o£ the cross-
ing 02 the {racke of The Atcnison, Topoxe
& ta Fe Relilway Company over Rellroed
Aveaue in The City of Pittehurg.
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Caze No. 1120.

Ix the metter of the investigation 62 the
gafety 02 the crossing of the tracks o2
Soutkern Pacific Company over Ralilroad
Avenue In The City of Pittsburg.
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Cage No. 1121.
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Te D. Joznzton Loxr Contra Costs Couwnty,

Geo. D. Souires for Southern Pacific Company.

JoW.Walker for Toe Atchison, Topeke & Sants
Fe Railway Company.

R. M. Jonas for City of Rittshurg.

GOZDON, Comxdsgioner.
O2P2IXNIORX.

Tke two applications considered in this opinion and
order were f£iled together and, as they cover c¢rossings on the
geme proposed righwsy, were heaxd together and can he decided
together. After the fLirst hearing it appeared possible that

an alternative route for the highwey, involving grade separs-

tion projects elsewhere than ot the points planned, night ﬁe




preforrable to the location nroposed by the County, and in order

<0 bring the whole situation under consideration, and to bring
the City of Pittsburg, which would be é:fectea by & change of
vlan, into the matter formslly, the two above cages were in-
stituted on the Commdission's own motior.

Contrae Cogta County is éngage& in building & kigaway
tarough vhae cownty walen will shorten the antomobdile routs Lrom
QOsklend to Stockion by cixteen miles. The crossings asked for
are on this »roposed rosd. It leaves an existing county road
about one and one-gquarter miles wegt of the c¢city limits of
Pittaburg, crogsses the tracks of the Southern Pacific snd the
Saxta Te at a8 point where they are parallel to and atout one
hundred feet from eaca other, and continmes in a gonerally
easteorly direction until it Joins Tenth Street at the ¢ity lime
its of Pitteourg. It fLollows West Tenth Stroet t0 the eascterly
limits of Rittsevurg, then swings south, ¢rosses the ftracks oZf
tae Santa Fe snd Joins o portion of the same road which has al-
reedy been constructed north of the trackes of the Soutiern
Zacific Company.

In Applicetion No. 2815 the County aske permimsion %o
construct & subway under the Sants Fe tracks at the crossing
eas3t of the town, end in ALpplication No. 2816 it asks authoriesy |
to opern & road, elther adove or below gralde, across the tracks
0% bota the Southern Pacific end the Ssxla Fe. Both o2 theso
crossings are outside the Lncorporated limits of Pittsburg.
Betweon the two subdweys there will De one main line grade ¢ross-
ing on the tracks of both roilroede, Reilrosd Avemme, & morth
and gouth street running south from Pittsburg for some distance
into The country. Iz addition to these crossinzs there will
aleo ve & crossing with & spur track of the Santa Fe which
gerves several industries on the north side 0% Pittsburg.
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t was in the hope o2 evoliding these grade crossings
that the two cases Were imstituted. IThe alﬁernative Logcation
suggested was the use of an existing éounzy hlgawey on the goutn
side of the Southern Racific’™s trxacks from {the westerly crossing;
a8 proposed, to or near Ralilroad Avenue where an overnead crogs-
ing 0% the Southern Racific would be duilt, Lrom the east end
of which the highwey would continue on the north side of the
Southern Pacific’s tracke, and cloge to them, wntil 1t Jolned
thet portion of the highway mow constructed. Omoe grade crossing
would heve Deen nececzary with & track comnecting the Southern
Pacific and tre Santa Fe, to the esst of Reilroad ALvenue, dut
a3 plane are under way for the removal of that track this route
would eventually have beoexn without o grade crossing. A3 far as
through traffic is concerned this route would heve been ideal,
but treffic to and froa Pittsburg would 2till have had to crogs
et grade the mein line track of tho Sants Fe on Railxond ALvenme,
apd to make the two construction schemes compsradle, as fer as
safety is concerned, it would heve been necessary to coastruct
also & subwaey on Reilroed Avenme beneath the tracks of the Sanma.

Pe.

At the final hearing estimetes were presented saowing the

coste of the viaduct over the Southern Pacific and the subway
nnder the Santa Fe on this altermative scheme, and it clearly
eppeared that the constructlion would cost adout twice what 1t
would cost on tae other, that 1z tae originsl, route. 3Both ge-
verations uander the slternste scheme, 2urthermore, would have
rallen WAttin the limits of the City o2 Pittedurg, which is with-
out money 1o assume any oxpense o2 grade seperation work, snd 1t
13 the policy 0Z the supervisors of Coatra Costa County %o apend
no money for highways within the linite o0f Incorporated cities.

Bvren if the financiel &ifficulties could have been overcome, the

-3-




latter scheme wowld no%t nave been eatisfactory vo Ritisourg,
as it would have resulied in & subway iz the town and through
traffic would hove been diverted from Lt.

The only objections 1o the original scheme are the
crossing 02 the spur track of the Santa Fe and the orossings
on the main linez of the two railrosds at Rwilrcsd Avenue. When
the new county road is built, however, the treffic on Railrocad
Avenuze will bve comparatively light and 1t is not a difficult
nattor to sefeguard a croseing of a spur track: dut this spur track
crossing, 1t appears, may be more or lese temporary, as & project
ie now under way to relocate 1%t zo 1t will leave the maln line ai
& point east 02 the east siubway and will consequently not cross
the new higaway. On the wkhole I belleve the orxiginal scheme should
be followed both on account 02 the dlfficulties I heve meniloned
and vecause the sdvantages of the alternative scheme are not great
enough %0 warrant the edditionel cost even Lf they could Be over-
come «

The County plens to construct the sbway east o the town
at once and to defer tae comstruction of the crossing west of the
town until next year. IV iLc necessary, however, Zor it to Zmow
dezinitely whether it cex secure vermission 40 make thig crossing
a%t separated gredes and what portion of the expense will be assessed
- egainat tho rallrood companies. The County expressed g willingness
+0 os3&mme hal? “he expense of hotz grede seopsration projects, aﬁd
this apvears to me to be a Lair division. Definite plans 2or the
gubway eest of town have been drawn and the cost will be epproxi-

metoly $17,000. A4t the crossing west oZ town the engineering

gtudies are not yet complete enough to decldle whether the crossing

saould ve mado by dullding the higowaey over the tracke or under
them. The wopography 02 the country lends Ltsell reedily to either

type o2 comstruction. It ie possible t0 bDuild o subway or & viaduet of
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concreto, wood or steel, snd althougk ostimates have Teex mmde
which &re ¢clo8e exnough 1o show thet & separetion is entirely
reasonable and fossidle, »rices ox meteriel are chenging 80 repid-
1y that 4% is Limpossible o dotermine now whet the moet econonical
congtruction will be when the Couxty I8 regdy to build & year from
1oV

Nhe crossing east of Pitisburg can be disposod o at once,
ané vermission con he given Tho County to meke tae croscing wezt
o toms st sSepersted grades, the devalls of wiick can be reserved
2or & supplemental ordexX. I nave sl ready indicated how I thinik
the expense o these two grede separations saould be divided. I

rocommend the Following form of orxder:

COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA heving spplied to the Commission
for vermigsion to conmstruct o highwey over the trackes of The
itendison, Topeke & Sexta Fe Railway Compary snd the Southern
Paciiic Compeny, os shown by the mepe ettached to the spplication
end discueged in the foregoing opinion: and tho Commission kaving
tnatituted sn investigation, on its own motion, of the grade
erossing situetion sround Pitteburg, end belng Iwlly anprised 1n
the premices;

70 IS ERREBY ORDERED, Thot Cases No. 1120 and Yo. 1121
he end the same hereby are dismissed.

17 IS EZIERY PURTHER ORDERZD, That permiesion be and
+ne game hereby is greated the Cownty of Contra Coste to con~
gtruct Lts highway boneats thé trecke of The Atechlison, Topeke
& Sente Pe Railway Company at the point and in tho manuer shoxy,

oy the mep attached to ipplicetion No. 2815; the expense of

{tkis conetruétion to e borne 2ifty (50)per cent by Contre Costa
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County and Zifty (50) per cent by The Ltchison, Topeka & Saxta

Fo Raillwey Compeny. All cleersnces shall be mde in accordance
with this Conmission's Cemersl Order No. 26. .‘ TR e,

I? IS EZREBY TURTEER QRDERED, That permission be armd
the seme hereby is greonted County of Contre Coste to construct
its nigboway at separcted grades, either sbove or below the traciks
of The Atchison, Topexs & Sants Pe Railwey Company and Southern
Pacific Company in o menner to ve determired heresfter by tze
Commission and covered by a supplementdl oxder; the expense o2
this construction shall be borme Lifty (50) per cent by Contrs
Costa County, twonty-five (25) per cent by Southern Pacifioc
Compary and twenty-five (25).per cent by The Atchison, Toneks
& Saxnta Fe Railwey Compeny.

I IS EEPEBY PURTEER OZDERED, That, after the con-
struction 02 the sudbway east o2 tovn (Applicatiorn No. 2815) all
engines, trains and cars opera.til.r.g over The Atchison, '.'Cope)ba
& Sante Fe's spur track across this highway 3hall stop before
crosdging the gsame end shall not procecd until 4Lt hes heen zs-~
certained that 1t is ecafe o 4o £0.

The Commission reserves tiae right to meke such fur~
ther orders relative to the comstruotion, overstion, mainterszce

and protection 0f said crossings as to it mey zeom right and




prover, 2ad to revoke its permission 1%, in its Judgment, the

public convenience and xnecessity gemand such action.

Dated at San Francisce, Californis, this é 4/ Z day

%ﬁ& N/

of September, 1917.

Comuiegionere. -




