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W. C. LAWIENCE
IRSe W C» LANRENCE,

Complainants.

CASE NO. 1106.
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Vs Gt N s N e Yl N

Dofendant.

V. C. Zawrence, in proprie persona.

E. B. Wolfe, for Defonlante.

BY TZE COMLISSION.

This is & complaiznt by W. C. Lawrence and ilrs. We Co
Lawrence, Proprietors of Lawrence Stage Company, and alleges troet
E. Hellman 1 regulaxly operating & stage line between Xeddie,
Dlumas County, arxd Westwood, Lasser County, in coxﬁpeti‘ci’on with
Lawrence Stage Company and without having filed schedules and rates
o2 fare as reguired by the Statutes 0f the State of California.-a.nd.

the regulations of this Commission.

Defendant £iled answer denyirg the material allegations
of the complaint and alleging that the character of the dusiness
in whickh ke was engaged did not place his operations uwader the
durisdiction of this Commission.

A public hearing wae held at Greenville before Zxaminer

E. 4. Encell on September 5, 1917. The matter was duly submitted

and is now ready for deciszion.




The complalnants in tiais proceeding are the propristors
0% the Iewrecnce S'tz;.gé Company 2nd operate axn automobile sta.ge sex~-
vice between Zeddie in Plumas County through Indfan Valley to
Crescent Mills, Greenville, Nevis, Erattville, Westwood snd Susen-
ville in Iacsen Cownty. Schedule covering rates of fare and time
tables are regularly f£iled with this Commission.

It appecrs that the defendent was employed as & driver
for the lawrence Stage Compeny and that since his exployment ceased
nas purchased cn automodile and hus operated same between Zeddie
and Westwood snd heitween Greenville wmd Westwood and other voints
axd has requested the aid of residents in securing pa.sséngers w0
be transwrted by his auwtomodile. In one instance taree nassen~

gers were teken from the Lawrence Stage Company at Westwood, it

beling slleged that they had previously nmale arrangements for trans-

portation on the Lawrence Stages. The lawrence Stage Compsay,
operating o reguler service with smple equipment sxd under the
rrovicions of toriffs and time scheduvles filed with this Cormission,
oblect to unaunthorized competition by irres'u.la.r opera:torl_e. and podint
out the fact that regulexr service is clways maintained even wier
the wnfaverable conditions prevalling in the winter months.
Defondant in this proceoding testiffed thet he purcnased
his entomobile and exrgaged in o "Lor rent™ sexrvice in the momth
of June, L1917, thet he msade trins anywhere and at any time and fox
any sgreed rate. That his automobile was equipped wita o aign
reading "For Hire™ and that it was n0% his Intention to interfore
witz the dbusiness of any establiszved stage Line dut to coxduct a
rert service sud carry pessengers to any sgreed destination at
such times ac ais s;ervices night be engeged, and Lor zuch compexn-
sation as night do agreed wpon in eack particulsr transaction.
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Turther testified that the taree passengers alleged 10 have been
taken Xrom the complalinants’ aute stage at Westwood were destined
to Engels Line, & point 2ot reacked by the reguler edvertised
stages of the laewrence Stage Company.

Section Oxe, Paragraph "C" of Chapter Two Huwadred Thir=-
teen of the Statutes of the State of Californis, a8 approved
ey 10, 1917, definas a 'tre.nspor'ca.tion company in the £ollowing
lenguage s '

(¢} The term Ttransportation company'’, when used in

Tals act, measns every corporation or persorn, their lossees,
trugtees, receivers or trustees epnointed by any court what~
soever, ovming, ¢onitrolling, operating or managing any
automobile, Jitney dus, aute truck, stage or suto stege

ced 1n the transportation of persons or property as & con~-
non ¢carxier Lor compensatior over axny pwrblic highway im this
state between Lixed termini or over a regular route and not
operating excluegively within The limite of an incoxrporated
city or town or of a city and county; »rovided, that the
term Tfreansmortation compury’, as used in this act, shkall
not include corporations or persons, their lessees, trustees,
receivers or wustees sprointed by any court whatsocever, in
so faxr as taey own, control, operate or manuge taxicabs,
hotel bussesz or sight-seeling busses, or any other carriexr
which doecs 1ot come within the term Ytramsportation company’
&s herein definmed.”

Paregreph "BT of Section One of the abore entitled act
specifies the interpretation that zhall be placed upon the words

"between fixed termini or over & regulor route" snd specifies the
jurisdiction of tils Commission over questions of fact to be de-
texmined In case a guostion arises as W any automoblile, Jfitney
bus, aute truck, stage or auto ctage operating "between Lixed
tornini ox over a regular route.”

ifter careful consideration of tae eviderce In this
case we are of the opinion and f£ind as a fact that the operation
of the defexndant has 1ot been conducted between Lixod termini or
over & Tregular route and iz therefore not that of a transporta=
tion compeny as defimed in Section Oue of Chapter Two Eundred
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mairteen of the Stetutes of the State of California as
coproved Mey 10, 1917. Wherefore, “he Commission iz wlithw
out Jurisdiction in the vremises snd the compleint should

be dismicsced.

A public hearing having boom held in the above
entitled proceeding, the metter hoving beex duly submitted
and the Commission basing itz order on the finding of
fact as set forth in the faregolirg owvinion,

In IS EERERY OEDERID, thet this complefrt do

end trhe semo noroby is dismissed.

Dated at S Premcisco, Celifornis, this}\i% doy

02 Sevtember, 1917.
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