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BEFORE THE RAYLROAD COMMISSION OF TEE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

_i"&”’é’%"o N U0isioa(y

CITY O TURLOCE, a municipsl
corporation,
Complainant

va

YOSZMITE POWER COMPARY, &
coxrporation,
Defondant

In the Matter of the Application

of the Yosemlite Power Company

for an Order fixing just and APPLICATION
reagsonable rates and regulations Fo. 2410
for electric goxrvice.

R. R. Fowler and W. X. Graybiel
for COmplainant
We I Titues for Delendant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINTIOF

Case No. 909, the first of the proceodings

herein, is & complaint of the City of Turlock alleging
in effect that the street lighting service rendered by




defendant in that city is wusatisfactory and tl;at’ tho
rates charged for tais as well as other electric ser-
vice rendered by defendant, t¢ the mnicipality and its
individual inhabitants, sre exceasive.

Application No. 2410 was f£iled by the Yosemite
Powor Company some time after the aforesaild complaint
‘was made in Case No. 909. Tho Commisgion is there-
by requested to determine ard £ix just and ressonable
rates, rules and regulations to be made effective by
the Yosemite Fower Company tbroughoﬁt all that portion

of 4ts electric system commonly known az the "La Grange

Divieion™a Eearings in both of these matters were
held before Examiner Exncell at Turlock and 1t was stip-
ulg.ted that the procesdings might be conmolidated for
hearing and decision.

For the purpose of a genersl rate sxslysis,
careful appraisals of the Company's property on s8ev-
eral bases were submitted by Mr. J. F- Pollard, an
assistant engineer oL the Commission, end comple'tq
date concerning operating expenses, maintenance and
losd stetistice were presented by the Compeny. The
geveral estimates as to the coet of the operating
property which may be considoreld as elements to be
taken into accomnt In a determinstion of "Lsir value”
are as followa:




Estimated historical repro-

drnetion cost as of June 30th,

1916, : & 559 235.05.
Origirel book cost (Adjusteld) 473 T74.00

Eptimated historicsal repro-
duetiorn cost lesa depreci-
atior az of June ICth, 1916, 366 988.00

The gross revemie for 1816, which may be
teken as & typioesl yesr, was $71,677.45. The operat-
ing expenses for the sane pericd as reported were
350 ,249.46. This f£igure imeluded $15,265.56', being
the Yosemite Power Comwpary's ostimate of sunual depre-
ciation, end spproximetely $3,000.00 in opersting ex-
penses not chargeadle to the operation of the Ia Gi'ango
Division, being s part of the Company's expenditures
Zor the devolorment of ite ‘non~operastive properties.
Tals lattexr item may be excluded inasmuch as Lerein-
before noted only the ratee ir the ILa CGrange Division

are voder conslderation in these proceedings. The

net revente for depreciation arnuifty and Iinterest upon
the irvoctment for the year 1916 was, therefore,
$29,682.55, or spproximately 8 per cent on the invest-
pent of $474,000.00 in this property, whick may be con~
eldered as & fair basis for rate Lixing purposes.

Lfter Zelducting & reasoradle allowance from this revenue,
foxr depreciastior, the zmet return zvsilable for ‘:Ln.terezt

is reducoed to approximately 6 per cent of the investment.




If, therefore, the Commission adheres to the policy,

herctofore esteblished in other rate-fixing proceed-
ings, of allowing the ntility a fair reiwrn on the
emount of money actuslly invested for the bexefit of
the public where the capital expenditures have been
nede with reasonabdle care and wiadozﬁ, it would apypear
that no reduction in the rates of the Yosemite Power
Company which would result in & reduction iz net rev-
exue 18 warranted at this time. Oc. the other hand,
altbough the Commission doec not deeire to be.’ mndor-
stood 28 1limiting the retuxn on the investmont in &
property of thie Iind to 6 per cent, the operating
conditions of the Yosomite Company and the charactei'
of the territory served are guch as wounld, in our
opinlon, not justify any inoresse in present rates.
Subsequent to the subdmisseion of the matters
involved Iin this proceedirg, Application No. 30465 was
filed by the Yosemite Power Company and the Sierrz and
Sexn Preancisco Power Company jJointly, sslking for the
Commission’'s authorization of the sale anld purchese
regpectively of that portion of tlf.j.o proyerty and busi~
zess of the Yosemite Power Company kmown as the "Ia
Grange Division"”. In the course of its testimony
at tke hearing in that proceeding, Sierrs and Saxn
Francis¢o Power Company, as the prospective purchaser,

irdicateod that in thoe event that saild purchase recelved




the approvsl of the Commiasslon the Slerxre and San

Prancisco Power Compsny upon sssuming control of the
property wonld voluntarily put inte effect for elec-
tric service supplied by sald Ia CGrange Division, the
sane rates as applied generally to service over other

portions of its San Joaquin Division as follows:

SCEEDUIE "“N™

Residence Lighting and Cooking
And Smell Motors.

Character of Service

This rate 1s appliceble only for domestic
uge in residexnces, flate and apartments
ocoupled by single families. ILawp socket
electrical applicnces and notors of leas
than one horsepower capacity sre included
mnder this rate. No motor having a capa-
city In excess of one horsepower shall be
ingtelled and used mnder this rate.

Rates

First 25 kilowatt houre monthly 104 per kilowatt hour,
All over 25 Xllowatt homrs monthly 3¢ per kilowatt hour.

Prompt Payment Discounts: A discount of
ID% will %3 allowed on all bills psid at
the office of the Company on or helore the
10tk of the month succeeding that in which
service 1 rendereld, but 4in no case ghall
%eozgonthly P11l to be pail be lesas than




Minimum Charge: 41.00 per month per meter.

Texrms and Conditions: Electric appliances
uged In the bome, which may be opersted £from
& lighting socket, such as irons, fans, per-
colatore, chafirg dishes, motors of one
torsepower and under and portabdble hesating
devices of 1000 watts and uwonder, can be opor-
ated under this schelule.

Electric renges, water heaters and heating
devices with capecity of over 1000 watts can
be opersted under this schedule, but speclal
pormission xust be obtained from Power Cone
rany before connecting same.

SCEEDULE "N

Commeoxrcial Lighting and
Small Motors

Charscter of Service

This rete i applicadle in genersl to all
lighting service not c¢covered by Schedule
"EY. Jaxp socket electrical appliasnces
and motor instellations of one horsepower
or less are inclunded under this rate. o
motor having a capacity in excess of one
horsepower shall be installed and used
wnder this rate.

1
Rates

Pirst 50 kilowatt hours monthly 104 per kilowatt hour,
Next 50 kilowatt houre montkly 9¢ per kilowatt houx,
Koxt 100 kilowatt hours monthly 84 per kilowatt hour,
Noxt 200 kilowatt hours monthly 7¢ ver kilowatt homr,
Yoxt 200 kilowatt hours monthly 6¢ per kilowatt hour,
Next 200 kilowatt hours monthly 5¢ per kilowatt hour,
Next 200 kdlowatt hours monthly 4¢ per kilowatt hour,
411 over 1,000 Mlowatt hours monthly 3¢ per kilowatt hour.




o ayment counts: A discount of
15% will be allowed on a8ll dille peid at
the office 0f the Company or or before the
10tk of the month succeeding that in which
service is rendered, but in no c¢ase shall

g]i.eoxgonthly 41l to be paid be lese then

Minimom Charge:  $1.00 per month per meters.

SCEEDULE "C"

Genersl Cooking and
Teatirg Rate.

Character of Service

This rate is applicedle Lor electric cook-
ing and heating.

Rates

Piret 50 kilowatt hours mozthly 5¢ per kilowett hour,
Next 100 kilowatt hours monthly 4¢ poer kilowatt hour,
All over 150 kilowatt hours monthly 3¢ per kilowatt hour.

Prompt Paymont Discounts: None.

Minimmm Chorge: £3.00 per meter per month.




SCEEDULE "D"

General Power Rete °

Charectar 0f Service

Thie xate 18 applicable to power instella-
tione in excess of one horsepower.

Rates

Pirst ‘50 kilowatt hours per month per
horsepower of rated capacity -
4¢ per kilowatt hour.
Noxt 100 kilowatt hours per month por
horgepower of rated caypacity -
2¢ per Xilowatt hour.
A1l over 150 kilowett hours per month per
horsepower of rated capacity -
1 per kilowatt homr.

Pro?ggg Payment Discounte: 4 discount of

1% for each orsepowoer of capacity is al-
lomed in power rates up to & total discount
of 30%, provided bills are paid at office
of the Company or oxr before 10th of month
succeeding that for whick bill wes rendered.

Minimom Charge: Monthly minimum 507 per
borsepower of rateld capacity per month, or
yeerly minimum of $12.00 per horsepower
rated capacity.

Toxrm: Contract reguired for one year.

Terms and Conditions: The Company sheall
not be required to serve motors of less

thean S horsepower cepacity with 2 phase
currente.




SCEEDUIE "J"

Temporary Power Service

Character of Service

Applicable to all powex connections for less
then one yeer, for entire territory, where
installation 4is in excess of one horsepower.

-

Rates

Pirest 50 Xilowatt houre per month per
horsepower of rated capacity -~
4¢ per kilowatt hour.
Next 100 kilowatt hours per month per
horsepower of rated capacity -
2 per kilowatt hour,
All over 150 Iztlowatt hours per month per
horsepower of rated capacity -
14 per kilowatt bour.

Prompt Payment Discounts: Noxne

Minimum Charge: - $1.00 per horsepower per
month of msnufacturers' rated capecity of
machinerys FPoll nmonthly minirum shall
be paid by consumer for any Lractional part
o2 monthe.

Terms and Conditions: Consumer t0 pay for

2ll labor and material used in cornection
with extension of linesm, running the service,
honging transformers and commecting meter,
meteres to be furnieheld by the Company. The
Compeny shall not de required to sorve motors
of less than five horsepower capacity with
three phace current.




SCEEDULE "B

Company Employees' Rate

Character of Sexvice

Applicable to all conmections for lighting,
cooking and heating for residences of Com-
PERYy employees.

Rates

Pirnt 40 kilowstt bours per month - Free.

Next 100 kilowatt hourg per month - 3¢
per kKllowatt houre.

A1l over 140 Xilowatt hours per month - ¢
per kilowatt hour.

¥inimmm Charge: Noxe.

Terws end Conditions: Thie rate applies

only t¢ cases where the employee's family
is living alone and the employee ieg tho
main support thereof.

SCEEDULE “3"

Sexvice Plus Energy Power Rate

Charactor of Service

This rate is epplicable to entire territory
for power




Rates

Installstions from 1 to 9 horsepower,
1-1/2¢4 per kilowatt hour.
Installations from 10 to 49 horsepower,
1-1/4¢ per kilowatt hour.
Instellations Lfrom 60 to 99 horsenower,
-~ 1f per kilowatt houx.
Ingtallations Lrom 100 horsepower or over,
3/4f per kilowatt hour.

plos $1.00 per horsepowexr per month service
charge, or & service charge of $1.26 per
horsepower per month for not less than 6
specified months with the above energy
charge for the saild specified 6 months and
axn energy charge of 2-1/2¢ per kilowatt
hour with no sorvice charge for the months
not specifiead.

Prompt Paymont Discounts: Noxeoe

Miniwum Charge:  Service charge during the
spocified montas. Nothing for months not
gspecified.

Term: Contract required for one year.

Terms and Conditions: The Company shall
not be required o serve motoxrs at less

than 5 horsepower capacity with 3 phase
current.

MONICIPAL STREET LIGHTING

Yeerly rate for municipal sexries street light-
ing service. All night schedule on lamp
baais. This schedule applies o the series
street lighting service on lauwp dasis all
night and every night lighting schedule and
includes sll meintenasnce and lamp renewals
recossery for such service.




Rate

Regular lamps 6.6 ampere serlies direct current
magnoetite lampe - £564.00 per lamp ver year.
100 candle power series incandescent street
lamps = $21.60 per lamp per year.

'
. I

Prompt Payment Discounts or Delaysd Payment
Pexalties: None.

Minimum Charze: Tlat yesrly rate lamp ser-
vico. Company Lurnishes lamps free.

SPECIAL RATE TO

CITY WATER WORKS PUMPING PLANT

27 per kilowatt bour.

The establishmont of those :;atea will effeot

g reduction somowhat in excess of 10 per cent in the
cost pexr Xilowatt hour to consumers for lighting ser-
vice and s similax reductlion in greater or less amounts

in the power rates, depending upon the opersting con-
ditione of individual consumers. Tkis relduction




will be Justified By the Lncressed efficliency in gen~
eral and sdministrative departments, which will De
effacted Dy the consolidation of this property wita
the larger system of the 3lerra and San Francisco
Power Company. The result will therefore be &
considerable saving to the consumers in this terri-
TOXYe |

The Commission's Declsiorn No. 4619 4in Ap-

plication No. 3045, rendered on September 5th, 1917,
granted the &esired asuthority for the Yosemite Power
Compeny %o sell ite La Grange Division to the Slexra
and San Francisco Power Company, and the actual trans-
for of this property will take plsce about Octoder lst,
1917, at whickh time the above Tates will be voluntar-
11y nade offective by the Sierrs and San Francisco
i’ower Company ag the new owaers.

The testimony herein indicated that the prin-
cipal compleint in regard to street lighting service
is to tho effect that & number oL the incandescent
laxps wers, prior to the £iling of the complaint here-
in, supported on comparatively short drackets on poles
at the sides of the streets, and were more or less com-
Plotely surrounded by the foliage of shade trees =0 as
to impair their efficlency. The Commission is ald-
viged that since that time a number of these streot




lights have been removed by the Yosemite Power Compeny

to & position in the conter of the intersecting streets.
Inssrmuob a8 the Cormission i3 not now fully advised as
to the number of lamps which may 8till be obscured in
this way, and inasmuch 38 the new intereats have not
bad any opportunity to negotiate with the oity officlals
a3 t0 the number of lamps to be removed and the method
of taking care of thic exponse, we believe that the Com-
mission should temporarily withhold fite ordexr irn regard
40 that portion of the complsint herein which relstes to
street lighting service, with the recommendation that
the new interests controlling this property shall en-
deavor t0 resch an agreement with the city officials

a2 Yo this matter within & reasonsble time.

Public hearings having been held in the adove
entitled proceodings, and sald proceedings having dbeen
subnitted and being now ready for decision, and the
Commission finding 28 & faot that the rates heroto:fore
charged by the Yosemite Power Company &0 not result in
& net revenue to sald Yosemite Power Company greater

than 2 falr return on the value of its property, used




snd useful in serving its consumers, and it being under-

8tood that the Siorrs and Sen Francisco Power Company,
whick is about to acquire the oporat;vo properties of
the Yosemite Power Company, will voluntarily place in
e2fect the rates as sot forth in the opinion precelding
this order, which will result in & materisl saving to

the complainants hereln anld to other consumerse in thie
territory.

The Commisslon basing its order upon the above
2inding cf fact, and the £indings of fact as set forth
in the opinion preceding this order,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED

l. That thoe complaint of the City of Turlook
iz 8o far as it refers to the rates of the Yosemite

Power Company, be &nd the sazme is herebdy dismissed.

2. That Application No. 2410 of the Yosemite
2ower Company for the determination by the Commission
of Just and reasonadle rates to dbe charged for service
delivered by its operative properties, be and the same
is heredy dismissed.

3+ That 3ierrz snd Sen Francisco Power Company,
as the new omaer of the electric utility properties
involved in the proceedings herein, shall endeavor to
reack & mutually satiesfactory agreoment with the of-
ficlals of the City of Turlock in regard to the im-




provement of the gstreet li.g}iting gervice in that City
and shall, within thirty days from the date hereof,
£ile with this Commission for its approval & plan for
disposing of this part of the complaint.

The foregoing is hereby approved snd ordered
f£41ed gz the opiniorn and oxrder of the Railroad Come
mission of the State of Californis.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 3 ”L
Qe
Gay of Jeptemier 1917.

COMMISSIONERS.




