
De-cis1on No. __ _ 
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IN ~EE ~EE OF ~ 'DPLICJaIOIl! OF ) 
~:a:E N.A2.A. ~RA!S?o~~ION C.O~.ADY ]'lOR ) 
L:rn:a:O:a:~y ~O INCREASE .Ar:L nEIGEI: ) 
EA 'nS 15 PZR CD~. ) 

Appl1cat1an 2926. 

Ss:Abo:m & Roehl, foX' Peti tionar • . 
Seth Mann, for San Francieoo Chamber of Commeroe. 

EY ~EE CO~SSIO!: 

~his proceeding 18 upon application of the Napa ~rsn8-

ports.tion Comps:o.y. :f'ile4. MAY' 17. 1917, under Section 63, o;! the ' 
?ub1ic Ut1l1t1ee Aot. for an order permitting an inoreaae of ~ 
in a~ of its freight rates shown 1n Local Freight ~sr1tf No.1-3, 
C.~.C.No.4 ~d supplements thereto. It is a.lleged th&t the, 

existing rates ~e unre~ers.t1ve and ~e~te for the service 
perlor.:ned.. 

~he company commenced operation aome five years ago, 

~Aen it purchased. at a reoe1verEAip sale for $31.600., the prop-
erty of its predecessor in ,the service. Two steamers, the st. 

o 
~ 
(") 

rn -. o -... 

Eelena and. Zinfa.n4.el, .are operated between Sa.n Fr8lloiaeo ~d NB.J.)& 

and. Serve the intermed.iate pOinte of "llinehaven, Oleum, Sperry. 
Vallejo. ?ort Costa, Mare leland., Cutting, Stanley, Green Island. 
Mooney's and Russ. ~he revenue is derived entirely from the 

transportation of freight, no passenger or other 01$8& of traffic, 
exoept freight. ·oeing aoeepted.. 

( 
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~he finanoial condition of thia petit10ner was Bxamined 

in Decision No. 1744 of ~ch 20, 1916, Vol. 9. Opinions and 

Orders of the Railroad Commise1on of Calitorni~. page 375. ~he 

invest1gation show~d a 10&8 of $39.710~59 in opereting revenue 
for the first thirty-three monthe of operations. Ootober 1. 1912 

to J'tme 30. 1915. ~he relief pray'ed :eor was. in part. authorized. 
"out failed. to produo.e amy eu"oste.nt1al results .• 

In support of the eontent1on that the operations are 

still unprofitable. applioant filed 1n these procee~1nga 1ts 

:Exhibit No.1. Showing the actual res.ults from its opere-tiona 
during the year 1916 snd. e.n eet1mate to cover tho calend.ar 'gear 

of 1917 on the assumption that the tncreaeeaheretn aeked for are 

granted, 8.8 follows: 

Operat~ Revenue-
Freight 

1916 CActunl) 

Op6rat~g Expeneee-

1917 (Estimated)-

:$50,9Z5.S$c Steamer Operations. $46.08"'.89 
Agenoy s:a.d Geners.l. 16 J 467.03 62,551.9Z : 16.467.0~ 67,402.57 

, 
Operet1ng Deficit $10.939.54 : $ 8.048.33 

Reserve for Depreciation 
and aeconBtruc~1on. 
6% on or1g1n.e.l coat" 
of' $Sl.600.00 $ 1,896.00 :' $ 1.896.00, 

Return on Investment of 
$$1.600.00 C s% 2.528.00 : $ 2.528.00 

~O~'DEFICI~- $15.363.54 : 

?etit1oner eonten~s from this report that the total 

operating d.eficit for the ea.len~&.r year 1916 vrae $lO.9S9~54 and. 

that the eet1matec. operating deficit for 1917 will be ~,,048.S3. 
~he figures shown for 1917 are based on a 15% 1ncreeee in the 

freight revenuo Over 1916. While the eXl'enaes are sdvenoed 10% 
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for labor, 30% tor eommissar.1 $u~plies and 25% for repairs. or 
an a.vera.ge total 1neresse of 7.75%. These inereased expend,i t-

urea are conservative by oompar1eon with the testimony given in 

the allie~ river boat Applieationa Nos. 292~. Southern Paei~1c 
Com~; 2926" Montieello Steamship Company; 2929. Ce.liforn18, 

Transporta..tion Compa.ny; 2.930·, California Javigs.tion lIe Improvement 
Company; 2.931. San Francisco &: Sacramento Ne.vigs.t1on Com],:lany; 

2932, Farmers Transporta.tion Company; 29~3" Sacramento ~ransport­

ation Comp~, and 2955. RtUlt-Rateh Transportation Compa~. which 

tes.t1mo:Dy, by stipulation,. was made part of theee proceedings. 
If to the operating deficit is added the reserve claimed. by 

petitioner for depreeiation and flo retUZll on the inVestment. there 

would. be a total deficit of $15.363.54 in 1916 and an estimated 

deficit o~ ~12.472.33 for 1917. 

Since the eurrent year IS resu1 t~ as ctlXried. in Exhibit 

No. 1 were problematieal, ~ supplemental statement was secured 
Showing the aotual figures for the first five months of 1917. 

Which are set forth below in eomparison ~1th'the ssme five monthe 

of 191&: .. 

RZVENU:R ----------
YE""~ 

Month .. 1916 .. 1917 .. Increo,se .. .. · 
Je.nua....,- .. ~ 3,288-.13 .. $ 4,86Z .. 03 .. ~ 1.574 ... 90 .. · · Fe bru.s....'"7 .. 3,866 .. 00 .. 4.3Z3.07 · 467.07 .. · .. 
Uzl.rch · 4.785.98 .. 5,654.99 · 6G9.0l · .. • 
A:pr1l · 3.741.64 .. 5.Z00.S5 .. 1,,558.91 .. .. · 'ay .. 4&150.25 · 5,157.06 · 1 zOO6 .. "~1 .. .. .. .. 

~O~.AL - ~"l9 .. 832.00 .. $25 • 308.7"0 .. ~ 5.476-.70 · .. 
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U:ont~ Average (19l7) . ,,$5.061.74 
~2. months. (l917) BaaeCt on monthly average 

EXPENSES 
1 9 1 6 

Aocount : January : Fe0rt:.ar:Y: Mareh: AI!)r11 : 1:'11 : ~ote.l : 

Shore :$lS29.lZ:$l396..Z1:$1433.40:$l333.07:$1589.74:$70Sl.65: 
General : 566.9a: 495.05: 466.77: 485.65: 482.97: 2495.36: 
Mess S'a.p-: 

plies : 491.48: 423.50·: 382.85: 331.4.5: 466.94: 209&.22.:. 
Dec]: La- : 

'bor : 973.03: 87a.02: 949.65: 84l.08: 1053.76: 4695.54: 
Engine If - 471.51: 352..07: 354.58: 384.03: 4:25.96: 1986:.15: 
Mesa ": lZl.54: 103.77: 105.00: 94.50: ll5.4-2: 550.23: 
Fuel : 512.80: 582.10: 602.75: 5l2.30: ~1.18: 2$6l.13: 
:Renewals. : 
&: re~irs: 29.70: 139.58: 27Z.SO: ll.O6.: 62 .. 0S: 516.l7: 
to deck : 

Ee:c.ewals. : 
Be repa1ra: 8.9&: 6S.SZ: 5.05: l6.l5: 112.85: 208.84: 
to engine: 
Engdne 
Supplies: 70 .. 08: 45.02.: 60.97: 61.74: 60.07: 29'1.88: 
Deok .. Sup.: 15.88: 10.40: 14.89: 5.87: 1.10: 48.14: 
~. &: D.: 20.37: 64.96: 28.82: 10.02: ll2.29: 236.46: 
~otaJ.· i4721.40:$4566.o1:$467a:.S3:~OS40.92:~5024.$1:Z065.7'f: 

1 9 1 '1 

Shore :$127&.65:$lZ69.80:$l311 ... 67:$1293.79:~'l322.39:$ 6574 ... 30: 
General : 716.18: 68S.53: 739.05: 707.96: '180.10: 3631.82: 
Mess Sup~:-

plies : 5~.78: 554.82: 613 ... 44: 602.76: 679 ... 4l: 2975.21: 
Deek Lab-: 

or : 100&.47: 997.15: l034.13: 1058.88: 1356 ... 75: 5453.38: 
Engtne n: 597 ... 64: 601.28: 599.30: 678.37: 675.8&: ZlSO.44: 
Mes8 ~: 210.00: 200.62: 199.10: 228.29: 218.46: 1050.47: 
Fuel : 644.77: 635 ... 51: 737.58: 529.12: 568.77: Zll5.75: 
Renewals 
& repairs: 79.41: 55.9&: 37.3~: 12l.15: 29Z.S&: 
to deck 

Renewale 
& repairs: 17.72: 14.05: 45.95: l4.60: 15.7.5: 108.07: to engine 
EngjDe : 
Supplies: 125.67: 12&.8S: 106.41: 120.Z6: l41.&5: 620.97: 
Deck SUp.: 6.55: .80: 14.73: 30.57: 1.90: 60.55: 
L. & 1>. : 65.27: 13.62: 2.49: ll.95: 64.75: lOS. 08-: 

~ot8l. ~.DI91.70:$5282.41:tS459.80:i5~20.00:$594".93:$27198'.90: 

Monthly Average (1917) $5
9
439.78 

12 Months (1917) based. on monthly average 
Net estimated operating revenue (1917) - De~iQ1t 

-4-
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;05.2'17.36 
4.530.48 
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It will be noted that the revenue for th~ first !ive 

:onths of 1917 increa.sed. ~5475. 70, over the same :period o'! 1915 
snd that the average monthly revenue was ~5061.74. Pres~ng 

this c..vers.ge will remc.in COXlste.nt throughout the twelve months. 

appliosnt will receive $60740.Se, or $1386.64 in excess o! the 

est~ted revenue for 1917, ns shown by Exhibit No.1 and 

$9128.50 ~ore than total revenue secured in 1915. 

revenue is attributable to m?re frequost and bettor service b7 

the opor~tion of the two boats instead of onG, while operating 

~enses have been held down by the employment of fewer deck 

hands.. 

~he estimated operating expenses ~or 1917, ba8e~ on 

the first five months of 1916. emo~t to $65,277.36, or $2125.21 

lese then tho eeti:nateo. expenses shown b,. a:.9;P~icnnt in Exhibit 

No.1 SJld but $2725.44, 0: 4.36% in exooss ot' the operating ex-

penses t'or the ystJ:r 19l6. Up to this po1nt it appears ths.t, the 

estimated opere.ting d.efioit for 1917 would be $4536.46 and. if' 

there is added ~le9&.00 for depreQiet10n aocount and $2528.00 

for retur.n o~ ~estment, there 18 a total deficit for the oalendar 
ye~ of $8960.48. 

Subsequent to the submission of the case this Commission's 

s..uAiting department ma.d.e a check o! 8.:pp11eant 1.e aooounts trom the 

time present eompa.ny ws.e organiz.ed.. November 2,. 1912 to Jul,. 31.l917. 

It will not be necessary to here set forth all details of the'report. 

for it substa:c.t1s.tes, with but few minor exceptiOns, the exhibits 

and. annual reports rendered. by appliesnt. BY' st1pulati()%)., all 

reports. filed herein subsequent to the submission are ma.d.e part 

of the record. 

-5-
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'l:he sta.tement set i'ortb. 'below makes A oompari~on in 
" 

ooncise ~o:rm o~ the revenue SJld expenses for 1915,- 1910' and.1917: 

F~~ OPERATIliG PJ:VENUE 
ire1gh.t 
Pa.8senger 

Total Ea.rn1ngs 

FLEET OPERA.~ING EXPENSES 
GonerS! 
Mess Supplies 
Labor :Oeek 

" Engine 
It Meea 

Fuel 
:e & :R Deck 
" ~ine' 
Engine Supplies. 
De:ok 
Loss &I>a.mage 

~ot8l ~l&et Operat~ 
Expenses - -

O~HER OPERATING EXPENSES, 
Shore EXPenses 

Tots:L Ope re:t 1ng Ex:penaea 

Year Ending :Deeomber 3l1. 1915. 
, ~eS8e 

st. Helena Zinfsndel Matson 
~7,6oZ.01 5,939.32 339.08 

200.95 l.OO_ 
~1,S6Z.9o 5,940.ZZ ~zzm9~.~03~ 

4, 978. .. 1S 
4,185.36 
e,29l..46 
3,912.59 
1.10l.26 
5,406.1l 

760.55 
1,081 • .54 

638.27 
64.08 

S:n.59 

2,38l.07 
805.56 

2,194.39 
1,289.03 

31&.77 
899.l6 

2,383,.07 
175.56 
135.04 

&.10 
129.54 

10.713.29 

Total 
4Z,940.4l 

20l.95 
M,l4Z.Zi> 

7,359.25 
4,,990.92-

10,485.86-
5,,201.6Z 
1,418.03 
6,305.27 
3,143.62-
1.257.10 

771.3l 
70.78-

651.l.3, 

41,6M.SS 

14,048.06 

55,702.,94 " ~ Revenne 
Net Operating Revenue 'C:Oef1cit) 

44: i 14-2.30 ' 
Il,~~58,' II' 

Year Ending December 31,1916. 
Lew 

Zinfandel Youn~' 
~ ,957.74 154.4 

FIJm~ OPERATING E:IPENS:!S 
General 
M88 Supplies 
La.bor Dook 

'" :Engine 
" Mesa 

he1 
R & R Deck 
Tf Engine 

'E~1ne Supplio8 
Deok 
Loee & Dsma.ge 

~otal Fleet Operating' 
Expenses - -

OTEER O~ING ZXPmTSES 
SAore Expensea 

~.tal Opera.ting Expenses 
" " . Revenue 

St. Helena 
$3!,4!;S.67 -

13.75 

3.7'11.94 
5.429.06 
7,505.68 
3,199.61 

964.41 
4.S85.68-
1,894.43 
2.238.95, 

620.29 
63.45 

565.40 

29,136.90 

Net O~r.at1ng Rev,enue (Def1e1~) 
-6- , 

- -19,9S7.74 l54.4'1 

2.815.7'1 
2.313.51 
6,OSl.SS 
2,239.22 

666.15 
2, '153·.46 

29l.l5-
224.37 
2.'1l.93 
113,.58 
82.57 

·Emma Total 
~l 51,598 .. 63 

- ' . 13.75 
4'1.8l tl.612.M 

6,587.7l 
5,74-2..57 

1Z,,587.23" 
5,438.83 
1,630.66' 
7,617.14 
2,l85.58-
2,.463.~2 

----
892'.22 
177.03 
647.97 

16,835.26 

-
'\ 

45,970.16 
16,l3l.53 

62 1110l.69 
51 r612'.38, 

10,489.31 \ 
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January 1,1917 to July 31,1917 

FLEET OP.ER.ATING RlWENO:E 
Freight 
Passenger 

Total Ea.r:rl1nga 

St. Helena. 
$1.8-,949.l4 

1s,949.14 

Z1nfa.ndel 
l7,02Z.2Z 

17,OU.23 

Lew 
Young 
,99'.72 

Total, 
36,072.09 

99.72 36,0'12:09 
FLEET OPERATING EX:?EN'S3S 

Ge:c.er81 2,511.05 
2,151.45 
3,977.8~ 
2.291.10 

2.694.60 
2.08l.02 
4,029.30 
2,l54.34 

5,205.06 
4,232.47 
8.007.16 
4,445.44 
1.494.70 
4,730.63 
1,629.87 

Mesa Suppl1e a 
Labor Deck 

" Engine 
rr Mess 

Fuel 
R & R Deck 

" Engine 
Engine Supplies 
DeCk 
Loss & Damage 

745.04 
2.553.84 

190.94 
187.92-
49S.02 
40.21 

162.12 

749.66 
2,170.79 
l,438.93 

57.90 
38S..32 

28.54 
46.39 

245,.82 
88l.~ 

68:.75 
, 208.51 

Total Floet Operat~ 
Expenaea - -

0TR':m OPERATING· EXPElITSES 
l.6,304.55 15,845.79 , 31.150.34 

9 7 22l.03 
4O~371'.Z7 
36,072.09' 

Sllo:r-e £xpenaea ' -
,Total Operating Expenaea 

" " Revenue . 
Net Operating ~v.nue (Deficit) 4,299.2$ 

It w1l1 be noted., the eompa:n;r 4:ar1ng th:1.a period o-r t1me 
auf~ere4. lO88e8 as follows: 

Year end~ December 31,1915 - $ll.,560.58 
" " ,n," 191& - 10,489.31 

7 months end.1ng Julzr 31.1917' - 4,299.2S 

Z.c.eae figuree do not 1nolUde depreoiation, which the compaxq ha.a 

neglected to charge. 

The ~ortaDt pOints 1n tA1s competitive terr1tor.1 are 

alao served bl" the Montieell.o Steamship C0mp8Z17. San Francisco, 

Naps. &: Cali8tOga. Railway" 8Jld. the Southern Pacific Com~. ~e8e 

11nes, colleot1ve~, handle mueh o~ the tomnage and oould, Without 

doubt. in addition. t:t'8ZLSport all the strictly competitive traffio., 

The oompeting carriers petitioned for the 88me incre88e. 

in rate a. ~ but later the rail lines withdrew their applioa.tions and 

it is, therefore, doubtf'aJ. if the inc:rea.s.es pra.yed for by this boat 

line Wi~ produce the ant1e1pated increase ~ revenue. However. 

a. di:!!erent kind of service 18 rendered and there are exolu81 ve 
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pOinte. located on the San Francisoo and San Pablo ba:va and 
on the N~pe river north of Vallejo. also certain lumber yard8~ 
tanneries, warehouses and other induatries on the river bank 

at Napa city whioh would SUffer should this boat line be d1a-
eont1nued. 

In view of the fi%l&.%l.C1e.l showing mnde, s.dditionel 

revenue is esaentieJ.. otherwise 1 twin on1:v be So question o'! 
time before this eompany ~t cease operations entire~. 

Upon the whole reoord we find that the ex1sttag rate~ 

~re unremunerative and that the application,should be granted. 

ORDER _4IiIIIIIII __ _ 

Na.pa ~ranBports.t1on Co~, having applied for per-
mission to inorease all. its freight rates :fifteen (~) per oent 

and a public hearing having been held and the Railroad Comm1seion 

being full7 apprised in the promisee it hereby finds as a faot 

that the existing freight rates of petitioner are unremnnerative 
and that the rates herein established are just and reasonable 
rates. 

~he Railroad COmmission. basing its order on the 
finding of faot and on the further findings of fact whioh are 
oontained in the op1n1on which precedes this order. 
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IT IS EE:aEEl' O:R'OXEmD tba.t Nape. Trsnsports.t1on Co~ 
be and the same is hereby authorized within twenty days from 

the d~te of th1a order to file with the Bn11rosd Cocm1esion an~ 
there~4ter charge freight rates ~crea8ing its present rates 
f1tteen(l5%) per cent. 1n accordance with the table of rates 

attached to and made a part of the original petition herein. 

De.ted at San ]'raneia.co. this. L {'-#:t d.q of Oetober. 1917: 

Coiiiiliis.81onera. 
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